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"And  so  it  is,  too,  with  fnmilv  recollect  ions.  To  have  had  I'nrcfathcrs  rciiuwiictl  tor 
honorable  deeds,  to  belonii  by  nature  to  those  who  have  bravely  borne  their  jiart  in  life 
and  refreshed  the  world  with  mighty  thoughts  and  healthy  admiration,  is  a  privilege 
which  it  were  mean  and  self-willed  to  despise.  It  is  as  a  security  given  for  us  of  old, 
which  it  were  falsehearted  not  to  redeem ;  and  in  virtues  bred  of  a  noble  stock,  mellowed 
as  they  are  by  reverence,  there  is  often  a  gnet  and  ripeness  wanting  to  self-made  and 
brand-new  excellence.  Of  like  value  to  a  people  are  heroic  national  traditions,  giving 
them  .1  deitriTiirate  character  to  sustain  among  the  tribes  of  men,  making  them  familiar 
with  iniaisc<  <  t  great  and  Strenuous  life,  and  kindling  them  with  faith  in  glorious 
possibilities." —Af  ar/jncau. 
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WILUAMS  COLLEGE. 

^)hratin  Williams— GstaUishment  of  the  "Free  School" — Building 

erected — Williams  Cnlleijc  incorporated- — Tlie  first  Commence- 
ment— Administration  i>f  I'resident  l^lienezer  Fitch — Debating  So- 
cieties—  riietjlogical  Society — The  germ  of  American  Missions — 
Distinguished  Alumni — ^Pi^ident  2!ephaniah  S.  Moore — ^Efforts 
for  rcnunal  of  Collejje  from  W' illiamstown — President  Edward  D. 
(iritlin — Intense  re1ii;:i"ns  feclini; — First  College  T*^nnial — Presi- 
dent Mark  Hopkins — His  brilliant  administration — President  I'aul 
A.  Giadboume — ^President  Franklin  Carter — President  Henry  Hof^ 
kins — Present  condition  of  Collie — ^Eminent  Alumni,  residents  of 
Berkshire  county. 

On  the  31st  day  of  May^  I755t  Governor  Shirley,  of  Massadiusetts, 
ordered  Colonel  Ephraim  Williams,  who  had  enlisted  a  regiment  in 
Hampshire  county  (which  then  included  the  Berkshires)  for  the  pro- 
posed expedition  against  Crown  Point — hostilities  having  broken  out 

between  France  and  England — to  proceed  without  delay  to  the  general 
rendezvous  at  Alljany  and  report  to  Major  General  juhnson.  Not  long 
after  his  arrival,  movetl.  it  wduM  seem,  by  <(ime  premonition  of  coming 
events,  he  made  his  will  and  devoted  the  bulk  of  his  property  to  the 
establishment  of  a  free  school  at  Williamstown.  Genera!  Johnson 
broke  camp  early  in  August  and  began  his  march  northward.  So  far 
as  we  can  judge  from  the  few  surviving  letters  which  he  wrote  at  that 
time.  Colonel  Williams  was  in  a  somewhat  gloomy  state  of  mind. 
Rumors  that  Bradd«)ck  iiad  met  with  a  crushing  defeat,  the  confusion 
and  want  of  discipline  painfully  evident  in  the  colonial  forces,  woidd 
naturally  be  depressing,  but  some  baunting,  less  tangible,  melancholy 
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and  disquiet  appear  to  have  pursued  him.  "  Pray  God  to  sanctify  it  to 
us  all,"  he  wrote  August  1 6th  in  reference  to  the  death  of  a  cousin»  "  and 
fit  us  for  our  own  turns,  which  will  soon  arrive — ^how  soon  God  <Mily 
knows.  I  beg  your  prayers  for  us  all,  and  me  in  particular."  On  the 
8th  of  the  following  month  he  was  instantly  killed  in  a  skirmish  near 
Lake  Gcorj^e. 

Of  the  early  life  oi  Kphraim  \\  illiaiiis  we  have  little  contemporary 
data.  The  records  of  the  town  of  Newton,  Massachusetts,  where  he 
was  bom  in  1714,  contain  the  usual  family  statistics.  Aside  from  the 
rather  meager  information  which  they  furnish,  we  are  almost  wholly 
dependent  upon  tradition.  In  this  particular  case  that  may  be  and 
probably  is  substantially  tnistAVorthy.  The  first  sketch  of  Ephraim 
Williams  a|)|K\'ircd  in  the  eighth  volume  of  the  Collections  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Historical  Society,  nearly  fifty  years  after  his  death.  This 
sketch  is  supposed  to  have  been  written  by  President  Fitch,  of  Williams 
College,  who  doubtless  gathered  the  materials  for  it  from  surviving  con- 
temporaries of  Williams.  He  is  described  as  a  pleasant,  likeable,  public- 
spirited  sort  of  man,  with  a  taste  for  affairs,  and  no  inconsiderable  abil- 
ity in  the  conduct  of  them.  It  has  been  thought  that  if  he  had  survived 
the  "  Bloody  Moniinj;  Scout  "  he  mi,t,dit  lia\e  become  a  conspicuous 
figure  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Be  tliis  as  it  may,  it  was  his  destiny 
to  win  distinction  in  another  field. 

It  is  not  until  1745  that  the  biography  of  Ephraim  Williams  be- 
comes fairly  distinct  and  full.  In  that  year  he  assumed  with  the  rank 
of  captain  the  command  of  Fort  Shirley,  in  Rowe — one  of  the  three 
or  four  small  military  posts  established  along^  the  western  border  of  the 
province  from  the  (  onnecticut  river  to  the  upper  waters  of  the  lloosac. 
His  father.  l".i)hraim  W  illiams,  Sr..  moved  to  Stockbridge  in  1739.  and 
he  followed  later,  but  we  have  no  means  of  determining  the  exact  time 
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of  his  arrival  there.  From  1745  until  the  peace  <>i  Aix  la  Chai)c]le  in 
1748.  King  George's  war  was  iu  progress,  and  Captain  \\  illianis  in  con- 
stant service,  with  headquarters  sometimes  at  Fort  Shirley,  but  more 
frequently  at  Fort  Massachusetts,  on  the  Hoosac.  Six  years  of  relative 
quiet  followed,  during  which,  though  in  command  of  the  fortified  posts, 
he  spent  considerable  time  elsewhere — in  Hatfield,  Deerfield,  Boston  and 
Stockbridsc.  TTie  outbreak  of  the  French  and  Indian  war  in  1754 
brougiit  liini  a^iin  into  the  tield  and  with  the  rank  oi  colonel. 

J"  '755  the  site  of  the  |)ro|>ose(l  sehoDl  was  literally  a  wilderness. 
The  earliest  survey  of  the  region  antedated  the  will  of  Colonel  Williams 
only  sixteen  years.  For  some  reason  this  survey,  which  was  probably 
the  occasion  of  the  first  visit  of  white  men,  proved  unsatisfactory.  In 
1749  another  was  made,  which  establi^thcfl  definitdy  the  boundaries  of 
l^ast  and  \\\-t  llousiiek.  kivwn  later  as- Adams  and  \\'illianist< )\vu. 
Immigrants  eame  >ln\\  iy  intu  tlie>e  remote  Uirdcr  towns.  Thrnugh 
them  ran  the  <>1«1  Mohawk  Trail,  aloni;  which  hatids  of  hostile  Indians 
had  passed  and  were  likely  to  pass  again  in  their  forays  upon  the  col- 
onies. The  condition  of  these  pioneers,  stranded  upon  the  outskirts  of 
civilization,  exposed  not  only  to  the  inevitable  hardships  of  the  frontier, 
btit  to  the  alarms  and  atrocities  of  savag^c  warfare  as  well,  was  suf- 
tkicnllv  distressing".  Culdnel  \\  illiani'-.  familiar  with  the  situation, 
casting  about  for  some  means  of  relie\  iii!^  the  strciis  of  it,  hit  upon  the 
expedient  of  establishing  a    FVee  School. " 

Israel  Williams  and  John  Worthington,  two  "trustworthy  and 
well  beloved  friends,"  were  made  executors  of  the  will.  The  estate 
consisted  of  lands,  cattle,  horses,  notes,  bonds,  and  "  negro  servants." 
To  the  last  item  of  assets  an  addition  was  made  so  late  as  February  iSthoigitized  by  Google 
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negro   *   *    *   aji^inst  the  challenge  of  any  other  person  and  all 

rightful  pretentions  of  his  own  to  freedom  hy  any  law  or  ri^it  whatso- 
ever." After  dednctinq'  tlie  U"p:ncies  to  relative?  and  friends,  sd  little 
remained  that  no  immediate  fteps  couifl  he  taken  to  t^ct  the  "  Free 
School"  under  way.  Thirty  years  elapsed  before  the  trustees  made  any 
serious  effort  to  establish  it.  The  proprietors  of  West  Hoosuck  or  Will- 
iamstown  showed  a  feeble  and  tardy  interest  in  the  bequest,  and  it  was 
not  until  May,  1765,  that  they  thought  it  worth  while  to  choose  "a 
committee  to  get  a  copy  of  the  will."  Apparently  the  committee  did 
not  regard  the  document  as  of  much  importance.  Twice  there  was  a 
discussion  in  town  nieclin^^— once  June  15th.  and  ajt^ain  (October  8th,  of 
the  question  whether  a  otnimittce  should  I)e  appointed  to  consider  the 
matter  "of  Colonel  Williams'  willing  land  or  money  toward  a  free 
school  in  West  Hoosuck.'*  and  on  both  occasions  the  assembly  curtly 
**  voted  this  article  dismissed/* 

The  delay  and  apparent  indifference  were  scarcely  surprisii^. 
Other  and  more  important  matters  demanded  attention.  The  hard  con- 
ditions of  life  coinitnu'd  with  little  mitigation.  Xow  and  then  an  en- 
thusiast like  the  Reverend  'rii<»mas  .Mien,  of  Pittstield.  who  declared  in 
a  sermon  to  his  C(Migreg:ation  that  "  the  county  of  Berkshire  *  *  * 
is  the  garden  of  Eden  for  fruitfulness  and  (^easantness  to  dwell  in" 
could  be  found,  but  most  of  the  settlers  took  a  less  favorable  view  of 
tfie  situation.  Then  the  French  and  Indian  war  had  hardly  been  con- 
cluded, when  the  controversy,  which  led  ultimately  to  rebellion  and  inde- 
pendence,  liegan  between  tlie  Colonics  and  the  Mother  ("<>uinn  .  TlKnitir^i 
the  chief  seat  of  the  Revolutionary  war  was  elsewhere,  une  scries  of  im- 
portant events  in  the  history  of  it  touched  the  Berkshire  border — ^the 
expedition  of  Burgoyne  and  the  battle  of  Bennington — and  gave  it  a 
brief  experience  in  the  theatre  of  actual  hostilities.   Meanwhile  all  ques- 


Digitized  by  Google 


BERKSHIRE  COUNTY 


7 


tinns  of  establishing  schools  and  colleges  were  in  abeyance  throughout 
Western  Massachusetts. 

Peace  was  declared  in  1783,  and  the  long  neglected  interests  of 
education  b^n  to  receive  attention.  In  1784  the  executors  of 
Colonel  Will5am«.  having^  acaimulated  funds  to  the  amount  of 
$9,157.  secured  from  the  (ieneral  l""urt  of  Massachusetts  the  ap- 
pointment of  nine  trustees,  who  were  authorized  to  erect  a  building 
for  the  school  and  to  manage  its  affairs.  These  trustees,  five  of 
whom  graduated  at  Yale,  were  men  of  ability  and  reputation.  The 
act  incorporating  the  free  school  passed  the  legislature  March  8, 
1785,  ami  the  trustees  held  their  first  lueetinpf  the  followin^^  month 
at  Pittsfield.  In  August  of  the  same  \car  a  second  meeting  was 
held  in  Williamstown.  The  trustees  found  themselves  confronted  by 
abundant  difficulties,  among  which  were  a  lade  of  adequate  funds  and 
differences  of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  plan  and  location  of  the  new 
btiililint;.  '\'i>  rcplciii'^h  the  treasur\-  tliey  aiim  unucd  that  they  were 
ready  to  receive  contribution';,  and  directed  that  "  subscriptions  "  should 
be  prepared  and  circulated.  There  seems  to  have  been  little  or  no  re- 
sponse to  these  aiq>eals.  Funds  from  other  sources  having  failed,  the 
trustees  at  their  meeting  in  August,  1788,  petitioned  the  General  Court 
for  the  grant  of  a  lottery  to  enable  them  to  raise  £i.Joo,  and  it  was  voted 
February  ii,  1789.  A  connnittee  oi  three  trustees  undertook  the  man- 
agement of  the  business.  Announcements  of  the  enterprise  appeared 
in  local  and  Boston  new^pers.  The  following  advertisement,  prac- 
tically identical  with  what  appeared  elsewhere,  is  taken  from  The  Stock- 
bridge  ll  'esterti  Star  of  January  19,  1790: 
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NOTHING  VENTURE,  NOTHING  HAVE. 
Not  two  Blanks  to  a  Prize. 

Scheme  of 
Willianistow  n  I-ree  School 
Lottery. 
Class  the  Third. 

The  managers  of  the  above  meiuionetl  Lottery  present  tlieir  thanks 
to  the  adventurers  in  former  classes  for  the  ready  purchase  of  their 
tickets,  and  now  oftcr  to  tlic  public  the  following  scheme,  which  they  " 
flatter  (hcmsclvcs  will  niect  with  jjeneral  approbation,  and  which,  it  may 
be  relied  im.  will  conmicncc  drawing  by  the  Jd  day  of  March  next,  con- 
sisting of  3.400  tickets  at  two  dollars  eadi.  amounting  to  6.800  Dol- 
lars, 5,799  of  which  are  to  be  paid  out  in  prizes. 

• 

Then  follows  a  statement  of  the  value  of  the  prizes,  which  ranged 
from  three  to  one  thousand  dollars.  Altogether  there  were  eight  draw- 
ings or  classes,  three  of  which — the  third,  fourth  and  fifth — ^took  place 
in  Boston.    The  third  dra\viii<;  hei,'an  February  20,  1700.  at  the  hall 

of  the  (  Ireen  I  )ratjnii.  Two  day-;  later  Tlir  Xfassticiiiisctts  Cciitiiicl 
issued  an  extra  to  give  "  a  genenjus  public  "  the  earliest  ^x^sible  an- 
nouncement of  results.  In  advertising  the  scheme  of  the  fourth  class, 
February  27,  the  managers  take  occasion  to  thank  the  citizens  of  Boston 
and  other  towns  of  the  commonwealth  for  **  their  benevolence  toward 
an  infant  seminary  "  which  had  been  '*  beyond  their  most  sanguine  ex- 
pectations." Tlie  mana^rs  rcgfretted  their  inability  to  draw  the  last 
three  clas-^es  in  Hoston  in-tcad  of  W'illiamsinwn.  but  "  their  private 
concerns  having  suffered  much  from  their  long  stay  here  *  *  ♦ 
render  it  totally  impracticable."  Perhaps  the  fact  that  the  citizens  of 
Boston  did  not  buy  tickets  very  fredy  may  have  been  quite  as  decisive 
a  consideration  as  thdr  private  concerns  in  sending  the  managers  back 
to  Williamstown.   The  net  proceeds  of  the  lottery  were  $3,459.68,  the 
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greater  i^art  of  which  came  trom  the  neighborhood  of  the  "  infant  sem- 
inary." 

The  vexatious  discusdoiis  in  regard  to  the  site  and  plan  of  the 
new  building  were  finally  composed,  and  in  1790  a  substantial  bride 
structure,  eighty-four  feet  in  length,  forty-two  in  width,  and  four  stories 
high,  was  erected.  At  the  outset  it  served  a  variety  of  purposes,  as  it 
contained  a  kitchen,  a  dining  room,  a  library  and  a  chapel,  as  well  as 
dormitories,  (iradually  tliese  variorum  characteristics  disappeared,  and 
from  1847  tin^^-'ird  it  has  been  a  dormitory  and  nothing  more.  In  1856 
some  important  changes  were  made,  and  in  1904  there  was  a  complete 
reconstruction  of  the  interior. 

For  preceptor  of  the  school  the  dtoice  fell  upon  Ebenezer  Fitch — a 
native  of  Norwich,  Connecticut,  bom  September  26,  1756,  a  graduate 
of  Yale,  and  resident  there  as  special  student  and  tutor  some  ten  years. 
Devout,  scholarly,  nietho<lical.  he  lacked  first-rnte  intellectual  and  ex- 
ecutive ability.  Yet,  on  the  whole,  he  proved  to  be  an  ethcicnt  man  in 
a  difficult  position.  "  1  have  a  vivid  recollection  of  his  personal  appear- 
ance," William  Cullen  Bryant  wrote  in  1859^ — "  a  square  built  man,  of 
a  dark  complectran,  and  thick,  arched  eyebrows."  This  "vivid  recollec- 
tion "  survived  the  lapse  of  half  a  century  and  was  agreeable.  It  is  easy 
to  see  that  an  impressive  personality  of  this  sort  would  be  a  telling  fac- 
tor in  the  new  enterprise. 

The  Free  Sdiool  opened  its  doors  in  October,  1791,  with  a  faculty 
consisting  of  a  preceptor  and  a  tutor,  and  with  an  attendance  of  twenty 
Latin  and  forty-five  English  scholars.  At  first  sight  the  numbers  seem 
sui^sing,  but  there  was  no  other  academy  in  the  neighborhood,  and 
living  was  then  cheap  in  Williamstown.  This  early  success  suggested 
the  possibility  of  converting  the  school  into  "a  seminary  of  a  more 
public  and  important  nature.  '    Scarcely  seven  months  had  elapsed  since 
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the  opening  when  Preceptor  Fitch  presented  to  the  trustees  for  their 
siiL,niaiui'es  a  petition  to  the  General  Court  that  it  "  may  he  incorjxjrated 
into  a  college.  "  It  was  not  the  first. attempt  to  estahlish  an  educational 
institution  of  this  grade  in  Western  Massachusetts,  in  1762  the  people 
of  Hampshire  county  endeavored  to  found  Queens  College,  which  was 
to  be  located  at  Hadley,  or  Hatfield,  or  Northampton,,  but  the  project 
fell  through — largely  through  the  opposition  of  Harvard.  The  trustees 
signed  the  petition,  which  set  forth  the  advantages  of  Williamstown  as 
the  site  of  a  colleife — a  (luestinn  uliicli.  as  we  shall  see.  this  document 
did  not  settle  tor  all  time — and  June  jj.  179.^.  just  thirteen  months 
afterwards,  the  legislature  passed  an  act  incorporating  Williams  College. 
Everything  which  belonged  to  the  academy  was  taken  over  by  the  new 
institution — the  plant,  the  funds,  the  trustees,  the  tutor  and  the  pre- 
ceptor. Possibly  the  founder  may  not  have  contemplated  just  this  use 
of  his  benefaction,  hut  it  is  only  another  instance  of  a  man's  hnilding 
better  than  he  knew,  \\  bate\cr  doubt  or  iliscussion  <ir  bitterness  the 
transaction  may  lia>e  oecasioncti,  they  all  disapi>care<l  long  ago.  At 
the  present  day  nobody  knows  or  cares  about  them. 

In  August,  1783,  the  trustees  formally  announced  through  the 
newspapers  that  Mr.  Ebenezer  Fitch  had  been  elected  president  of  the 
new  college,  w^hich  would  open  the  following  October:  that  the  terms  of 
admission  would  he  the  same  as  those  of  Yale,  with  the  exception  that 
French  mij^bt  be  snhstitnted  t'«tr  ( ireek- :  that  a  larijfe  and  eoumi<Hlious 
edifice  l  ^'!  l)een  provide<l;  that  a  decent  library  and  apparatus  would  l>e 
immediately  procured ;  that  "  victualling  lias  not  heretofore  exceeded 
five  shillings  a  week,"  and  that  the  first  public  commencement  would  be 
held  in  1795.  ' 

No  copy  of  the  official  programme  of  the  earliest  anniversary  of 
Williams  College  (1795)  seems  to  be  in  existence.    The  histories  of 
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the  coII^»Te  say  little  or  nothing  about  it  l-i  r  a  luuulred  and  ten  years 
all  the  details  of  this  interesting  event  have  been  buried  in  old  newspaper 
files.  September  18.1795.  Vermont  Gazette  published  this  letter, 
which  is  now  reprinted  for  the  first  time : 

"WiLLiAvsTOwir.  September  8tb,  1795. 

On  Wednesday  the  2i\  inst.  was  celebrated  here  tlic  fir  t  Cdmmcnccment  of 
Williams  College.  About  ii  o'clock  the  procession  moved  from  CoUese  in  the  fol- 
lowing order— 

Tlif  Scholar-,  of  ilu-  Aiademy 
The  Students  of  College 
The  Sheriff  of  the  County  Acting  as  Bcdellns 
The  Reverend  President  and  Vke-Presidcnt  and  Other  Members  of  the  Grrporation 

The  Tutors 

The  Reverend  Clergy  and  Otlier  Respectable  Genlkmeii 
The  exercises  of  the  day  were  introduced  by  prayer  by  the  President  and  an 

anthem  sung  by  students  and  by  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the  town. 

Oriier  of  the  Kxekcissa. 
A  Salutatory  Oration  in  Latin  by  Mr.  Lusk. 
An  English  Oration  on  the  French  Revolution  by  Mr.  Bishop. 

.\  Forensic  Dispm.ition  by  Messrs.  Lusk  and  Stone  on  the  question,  'Can  the 
differences  in  the  complectiun  and  features  of  the  human  race  be  accounted  for  by 
natitral  causes?' 

An  English  Oration  on  the  Guvennncnt  of  the  L'nitcd  States  by  Mr.  Collins. 
A  Forensic  Disputation,  in  the  manner  of  Harvard,  on  the  question,  '  Is  a  Repub- 
lican government  tike  that  of  the  United  States  as  well  cakolated  as  monarchy  to 

promote  the  security  and  happiness  of  a  nununnis  and  extensive  people?' 

An  English  Oration  on  female  cdiic;'.tioti  liy  Mr.  Stone. 

The  exercises  of  the  afternoon  were  introduced  by  Redemption,  an  Ode. 

A  FreiKh  oration  on  the  oratory  of  the  ancients  and  modems,  showing  the 
advantages  of  the  latter  over  the  former  and  the  importance  of  oratory  in  general, 
by  Mr.  Collins. 

A  Dnlogne  on  the  folly  and  impertinence  of  frivolous  conversation,  by  Messrs. 

Bishop,  Lusk  and  Stone. 

An  English  Oration  on  the  iniquity  and  im|>olicy  oi  the  slave  trade,  by  Mr.  Lusk. 
A  Conference  on  the  comparati\'e  importance  to  society  of  three  institations— 

civil  government,  rcliijion  and  mnrriai^e,  by  Messrs.  Bishop.  Collins  and  Stt>nc. 

A  short,  but  truly  Shandcan  Oration  by  Mr.  Daniel  Dunbar.  Preceptor  of  the 
Academy,  and  since  elected  Tutor  of  the  College. 

The  Prcsidcnl  protiounc(  <l  .i  \':' K  <lic!ory  Address  to  the  candidates  for  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  and  then  conferred  the  degree  on  the  following  gentlemen— 

Samuel  Bishop 

John  Collins 

Chaunccy  Lusk 

Daniel  Stone 

«•*****••* 
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A  decent  dinner  was  prmidcd  In  ilic  C'lriioratinn  for  the  gentlenicn  <if  the  clcrp>'- 
Though  the  niccting-hou&e  was  small  and  iiicotniiiodious,  order  and  decorum  pre- 
vailed through  the  audience  and  the  exercises  met  with  general  acceptance  and  ap- 
probatiool" 

This  quartet  of  'graduates  had  a  stremunis  day  of  it.  Each  of  ilicin 
appeared  four  times  uprui  the  statue.  Mr.  Lusk.  for  instance,  dchvcred 
two  orations,  one  in  Latin  and  anotlier  in  I'nj^hsh,  hesides  taking  part 
in  a  forensic  disputation  and  in  a  dialc^e.  We  should  have  been  giad 
to  learn  more  about  "  the  truly  Shandean  oration  "  of  Mr.  Dunbar  than 
that  it  was  short.  Apparently  the  young  men  made  an  excellent  impres- 
sion. That  an  oration  in  French  attd  such  topics  as  the  slave  trade  and 
the  cchication  of  girls  should  iiave  found  a  place  on  the  programme,  is 
worthy  of  renin rk. 

The  administration  of  President  Fitcli — the  longest  with  one  ex- 
ception in  the  history  of  the  college — extended  over  a  period  of  twenty- 
two  years.  During  this  period  two  new  buildings  were  added  to  the 
material  equipment — "a  convenient  house"  for  the  president  in  1795, 
and  in  1797  a  new  dormitory,  commonly  called  the  Old  East  College. 
Life  Iiere  in  the  day  of  President  Fitch  and  luuch  heyond  it  was  sitnple 
and  primitive.  An  entry  in  the  diary  of  Dr.  R<il)Itins,  of  the  class  of 
1796,  under  the  date  of  January  26  (jf  that  year,  affords  a  good  illustra- 
tion of  this  fact.  "  My  father  and  1/'  he  wrote,  "  went  to  the  woods 
and  got  a  good  load  of  wood."  Dr.  Robbins'  father,  an  ex-trustee  of 
Yale,  was  then  a  prominent  trustee  of  Williams.  Governor  Emory 
Washburn,  of  the  class  of  1817,  describing  the  conditions  after  the  lapse 
of  twenty  years,  said  that  "  the  eiUire  furniture  of  any  one  room,  except 
perhaps  the  hed,  was  not  worth  five  doUars." 

There  was  plain  living  in  ahundance.  and  some  resiKVtahlc  thinking 
in  this  primitive  Williams.  "  Scholarship  alone  confers  distinction " 
here,  wrote  an  undei^duate  in  1801.     President  Fitch  had  entire 
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charjfe  of  the  seniors,  and  used  as  text  books,  Locke  in  Mental  Science, 
]';iiey  in  Moral  i 'hili )so|)hy.  and  N'aitfl  I'li  llic  Law  of  Xations.  His 
teaching,  jjcrhaps  not  of  the  highest,  most  inspiring  order,  seems  to  have 
been  something  more  than  a  mechanical,  humdrum  recitation  exercise. 
Among  the  early  instructors  were  Jeremiah  Day  and  Henry  Davis,  the 
former  afterwards  president  of  Yale  and  the  latter  president  of  Middle- 
bury,  and  subsequently  of  Hamilton  Collq^e.  The  first  full  professor 
in  the  institution  was  Samuel  Mnckay.  a  native  of  Canada,  who  gave 
instruction  in  I'rench  from  1795  to  179<). 

In  1806  a  chair  of  Mathematics  anil  Natural  Philosophy  was  estab- 
lished, which  Professor  Gamaliel  S.  Olds  occupied  until  1810,  when 
Professor  Giester  Dewey  succeeded  him.  Both  of  these,  men  were  of 
a  scholarly,  intellectual  cast.   Students  could  have  gone  further  and 

-  *» 

fared  worse  than  in  their  lecture  rooms.  •  . 

I 

The  (lel)ating'  societies  cannot  Ix"  left  «int  of  the  reckoning  in  any 
adequate  appraisal  of  this  early  educational  w<tflv  wf  the  college.  At 
what  date  the  first  ot  them,  the  Adelphic  Union,  was  erganized,  it  is 
impossible  to  determine,  as  the  irecords  were  burned  in  the  fire  of  1841, 
which  destroyed  the  Old  East  College,  but  it  must  have  been  nearly 
coeval  with  the  institution  itself.  In  1795  this  original  organization 
ha\ing  become  unwieldv,  it  was  divifle<l  into  two  txnlies,  kncnvn  then 
and  sijice  as  the  i'hilotechnian  Society  and  the  Pliilologian.  The  Adel- 
phic Union,  which  still  sur\'ives,  has  been  a  considerable  element  in  the 
intellectual  life  of  the  college.  For  a  long  period  members  of  the 
branch  societies  gave  two  exhibitions  annually  under  its  auspices,  and 
many  distinguished  men  pronounced  orations  before  it  at  commence- 
ment. Among  the  orators  on  its  list  were  Edward  Everett,  Rufus 
Choate,  W  endell  Phillips,  W  iUiaiu  Plovd  Garnsun,  Ralph  Waldo  Emer- 
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Union — first  in  1855-56  and  again  in  1868-69— provided  courses  of 
public  lectures.    Dr.  Holmes  opened  the  former  course  with  a  talk  on 

Lectures  and  Lccturitit,'". 

For  some  reason  that  is  ii'it  n<n\  \ery  clear,  the  branch  sncteties 
began  as  secret  organizations.  They  had  ''  tokens "  and  badges  and 
grips,  and  the  members  pledged  themselves  **  on  the  honor  of  a  gentle- 
man "  to  reveal  nothing  communicated  to  them  in  their  convocations. 
The  Philologian  records  previous  to  October  17,  1817,  were  destn^red. 
but  the  Philotcchntan  are  complete.  These  records  show  that  the  young 
g^cntlcmen  (h'scussed  a  o>nsi(lcral)lc  variety  of  subjects.  At  tlieir  first 
nieetinpf  the  Philotechnians  debated  the  question :  Ought  the  Hl)erty  of 
the  press  to  be  suppressed?  Then  followed  discussions  on  foreign  im- 
migration, novel  reading,  lawyers,  emancipation,  universal  salvation,  the 
country  town  as  the  seat  of  a  college,  the  utility  of  religion,  the  relation 
of  representatives  to  their  constituents,  the  dismemberment  of  the  union, 
theaters,  a  big-  mvy,  the  conquest  of  Canada,  divorce,  quack  doctors,  the 
Frencli  Re\(>hitifin.  the  Louisiana  purclia>e.  and  the  education  of  fjirls. 
These  subjects  are  taken  almost  at  random.  A  cnmplete  conspectus  of 
them  would  show  that  the  Williams  young  men  of  1 795-181 5.  though 
buried  in  the  wilderness,  were  quite  alive  to  the  questions  and  issues  of 
the  day. 

In  addition  to  the  debates  a  course  of  lectures,  delivered  by  mem- 
bers of  the  societies,  was  bejyun  in  1707  and  continued  for  a  loujr  period. 
These  lectures  rnnpcd  over  a  wide  field— lu'stoiy.  •^ience.  philosophy, 
literature-— and  afforded  an  important  addition  to  the  educational  re- 
sources of  the  college.  A  committee  was  also  appointed  at  the  outset  on 
the  pronunciation  of  words.  In  case  of  disagreement  the  question  was 
to  be  submitted  to  President  Fitch  as  the  final  authority. 

AiK>ther  student  organization  of  large  importance  goes  back  to  an 
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early  pcriri<| — the  Thcnli  .c^icnl  Society,  uliidi  "^ecins  to  have  heen  fnnncd 
in  1805.  Tlie  earliest  surviviiit,'  n-o'ids  begin  August  20,  1809.  when  a 
revised  consHtution  was  adopted.  In  the  matter  of  secrecy  it  followed 
the  example  set  by  the  debating  societies,  the  members  of  it  "  solemnly 
engaging'*  to  divulge  nothing  which  might  be  injurious  to  the  organiza-' 
tton  or  any  of  its  members.  Exactly  one-half  of  the  graduates  in  the 
four  classes;  for  the  i)eri<ul  1807-1810  Ijclongcd  to  it.  The  subjects  dis- 
cussed comprised  some  of  the  toughest  questions  of  theology — ^Is  Christ 
verily  God?  Did  the  human  soul  of  Christ  exist  from  eternity?  Are 
we  strictly  guilty  of  Adam*s  sin?  Ought  a  person  to  be  willing  to  be 
damned  to  be  saved  ?  These  and  kindred  subjects  were  canvassed  with 
the  fjreatest  interest.  In  later  years  there  was  an  occasional  lapse  from 
these  heroic  topics.  f)n  one  occasion  they  debated  the  question  whether 
it  was  right  for  benevolent  associations  to  accept  gifts  from  slave  holders 
— an  early  instance  of  "  the  tainted  money  discussion. 

The  Theolc^cal  Society  considered  matters  of  conduct  as  well  as 
of  creed,  and  did  not  hesitate  to  (hscipline  its  nienil)ers.  On  one  oc- 
casion twv»  of  them  "acknowledged  their  faults  to  the  sfKiety  and  were 
accepted."  In  1814  "  Pliunb,  having  been  previously  impeached,  and  on 
being  found  not  guilty  *  *  *  was  acquitted  by  ballot."  During 
the  same  year  two  rather  demonstrative  sinners  were  encountered. 
**  Bottwood  and  Wing."  we  are  told.  "  were  dismembered  for  refusing  to 
pay  their  hues,  and  on  account  of  tlie  disiurhance  they  made,  the  society 
wisely  adjourned  until  the  next  Lord  s  day  evening!  " 

In  1841  Professor  Albert  Hopkins,  in  an  address  before  the  Theo- 
logical Society,  dwdt  upon  the  powerful  religious  influence  constancy 
exerted  by  it  since  its  formation.  **  It  has  held  on  its  way  gloriously," 
he  said,  "  through  the  changes  which  have  alternately  obscured  and 


Digitized  by  Google 


99 


BERKSHIRE  CO V STY 


brififhtenctl  the  pri  spects  of  the  in«tit\ition  and  of  religion."  The  so- 
ciety still  exists,  th<iiiiih  in  a  nioditicd  form. 

The  first  \enrs  t  f  the  a<lniinistrati<in  were  vexed  by  ikj  \  cry  serious 
internal  disturbances.  In  1802  there  was  indeed  a  minor  sort  of  rebel- 
lion among  the  student?,  the  details  of  which  are  obscure.  The  president 
dealt  so  successfully  with  this  "  insurrection  against  the  government  of 
tiie  collie  "  that  he  felt  confident  the  present  generation  would  "  never 
biim  their  fingers  again."  His  hopefulness  was  hardly  justified 
A  much  more  (lisi'^tri>us  affair  occurred  in  1808.  The  trouble 
arose  out  of  the  uni>opr-larity  of  cerciir  instructors  and  a  students'  ulti- 
matum that  they  must  be.  removed.  Tliere  was  a  furious  tempest  in 
the  little  college  world  which  resulted  in  the  resignation  of  the  entire 
teaching  staff  except  the  president,  and  the  suspension  of  the  college  for 
four  wedcs.  It  was  an  unfortunate  event,  and  doubtless  contributed  to 
the  decline  in  the  [irc  spcrity  of  the  institution  which  l>egHn  shortly  after- 
ward. The  prcsiflcnt  may  not  ha\c  mana^jed  the  (juarrcl  in  the  wisest 
way.  One  of  his  o  lie '!.,'i;c>  complained  that  "he  wouldn't  draw  up 
hill."   Probably  he  had  little  relish  for  that  sort  of  thing. 

The  colt^  encountered  some  local  political  squalls.  President 
Fitch  happened  to  be  an  ardent  Federalist,  and  a  majority  of  the  students 
seem  to  have  followed  his  lead.  In  i8c6  the  editor  of  The  PittsHeld 
Suth — a  Democratic  sheet — attended  commencement  and  was  ill  pleased 
with  the  orations  of  the  y<nin<;  men.  It  is  with  extreme  rei^rct."  he 
wrote  in  the  issue  oi  September  13.  "  that  we  have  occasion  to  indulge 
in  unfovorable  strictures.  *  *  *  The  just  sentiment  of  indignation 
excited  *  ♦  *  by  the  indecent  streams  of  political  virulence  which 
tarnished  the  annual  commencement  at  this  college  a  few  years!  since 
*  •  ♦  had  in  some  measure  checked  the  raging  of  that  political 
mania  which  had  .so  long  infested  the  institution.    Since  that  period 
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the  streams  ♦  ♦  ♦  were  evulently  less  turbid,  and  pnmiised  trt 
long  to  fertilize  and  improve  the  country  through  which  they  were  des> 
tined  to  flow.  The  performances  of  the  present  year,  however,  have 
dashed  from  our  h'ps  the  pleasing  cup  of  expectation.  And  a  fresh  erup- 
tion of  combustible  and  noisome  matter  warns  Republicans  to  beware  how 
thqr  trust  the  education  of  their  sons  on  the  buminp  sides  of  a  political 
volcano."  'Ilu'  oratorical  ^rievancc^  of  which  the  c'htiir  ci 'luplaiiicd  so 
bitterly  were  persistent  preaching  of  Federalism,  denunciation  of  the 
national  administration  for  peaceably  compromising  "  wrongs  and  in- 
suits  which  honor  required  should  only  be  settled  by  the  sword,"  ridicule 
of  popular  suffrage,  sneers  at  "the  voice  of  the  independent  freemen 
of  our  country,"  and  invocations  of 

"Some  chosen  cune,  some  hidden  thunder  in  the  stores  of  heaven,"  upon  the 
beads  of  "  exalted  characters." 

The  next  week  a  corresp<indent  countersigned  and  accentuated  the 
charges  of  the  editor.  "At  this  college,"  he  declared,  "youth  are 
taught  to;  be  heady,  to  despise  government,  and  to  speak  evil  of  digni- 
taries. *\  *  *  No  good  Republican  will  retain  any  further  connec- 
tion with  that  society.  ♦  *  ♦  It  may  be  well  for  the  inhabitants  of 
Berkshire  t<")  petition  the  Icgi^^latuic  t<>  ni.ikc  pro\  ision  lor  a  rtM"< innation 
of  such  a  public  nuisance  of  baneful  inlhience  on  sncicty,  on  the  morals 
and  taste  of  our  youth."  Tliese  criticisms,  in  which  there  was  certainly 
no  excess  of  reserve,  appear  to  have  had  some  effect.  At  the  next  com- 
mencement the  editor  found  a  better  state  of  things.  "  It  furnished," 
he  said,  "  a  happy  contrast  to  many  of  those  which  at  former  periods  it 
has  been  our  unwelcome  duty  to  record."  He  was  happy  to  find  that  on 
this  (KTcasion  "  llie  temple  of  science  had  n<>t  been  prostituted  tn  tiie  low 
purposes  of  caluntny  and  slander."  The  reformation  seems  to  have 
gone  on  apace.      A.  B.,"  who  was  present  at  the  commencement  of 
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1809.  wrote  to  The  Sun  in  a  hicflily  conipliirientary  strain.  "  Insteafl 
of  l)eingf  compellal  to  attenrl  to  the  hacktieye*!  subjects  of  the  day."  he 
said.  "  the  audience  was  led  by  the  hand  of  penius  through  the  fields 
of  science,  glory.  i)atri(»tism  ami  virtue!  " 

The  last  four  or  five  years  of  I'resident  Fitdi's  administration 
was  a  peritxl  of  depression  and  decline.  V'ari(»us  influences  no  <loubt 
contributed  to  this  condition  «>f  affairs — the  rcl)enion  of  180K.  the  down- 
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fall  of  rieneral  F.  J.  Skinner,  a  leading  trustee  of  the  college  an<l  its 
treasurer  from  1793  to  i7<;8.  as  well  as  the  fact  that  the  c|uestion  began 
to  l)e  nuK)ted  whether  a  mistake  had  ntit  been  made  in  the  location  of 
the  college.  How  much  inriuence  this  preliminary  agitation  for  removal 
may  have  had  in  causing  the  resignation  <»f  President  l-'itch  in  1815,  is 
not  quite  certain.  It  was  <letinitcly  asserted  in  the  controversy  which 
foUoweil  that  the  trustees,  finding  him  in  the  way  of  their  schemes,  rudely 
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paper  warfare,  wrote  to  TJir  Pitt.HicU^  Sun  of  Au^nvt  ii.  iRt().  that  the 
public  saw  with  ^rief  and  inrlig;Tiatinn  "  .-iti  r  Id  nnd  faithful  servant 
*  *  *  driven  from  an  institntion  wliicli  he  had  fostered  to 
meet  the  tndfets  of  the  world  and  the  caprices  of  fortune.  *  ♦  * 
Age.  prudent  and  timid,  draws  its  fragile,  weather-beaten  baric  within 
^re.  *  *  *  But  he  was  piteously  thrust  to  sea.  to  find  his  grave 
in  the  deep  or  be  stranded  on  some  unknown,  perhaps  inhospitable 
shore."  This  rhetorical  "  Berkshire  *'  pmbahly  did  the  tmstees  scant 
justice.  While  they  may  not  have  l^en  nnwillinjE^  to  have  the  ])resi(lcnt 
retire,  thev  voted  to  present  him  with  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  and 
cmpk)yed  four  complimentary  adjectives  in  describing  his  services  to 
the  coll^. 

With  the  retirement  of  President  Fitch,  the  little  frontier  college 
dosed  the  first  chapter  of  its  history.  Naturally  it  might  have  been  ex- 
pected that  the  outcome  of  the  experiment  would  be  small  and  local. 
That  was  not  exactly  what  happened.  Many  of  the  students  of  this 
period  did  faithful  if  nf)t  conspicuoii«  work  in  the  world.  .\mong  them 
may  be  mentioned  William  CuUen  Bryant,  publicist  and  poet;  Amos 
Eaton,  lecturer  on  botany  and  geology;  Nathan  Hale,  editor  and  mem- 
ber of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society:  Charles  K.  Williams,  gov- 
ernor of  Vermont :  Henry  H.  Childs,  lieutenant-governor  of  Massachu- 
setts; Luther  Bradish,  lientenant-jsinvcrnor  of  New  York;  Elijah  H. 
Mills,  and  Chester  Ashley,  I'nited  States  scn.itors :  F.j,d)crt  Ten  F.yck. 
Henry  C.  Martindale.  Ix\vis  Bigclow.  Aaron  l  lackley.  .*>amuel  R.  Hetts, 
Byrum  Green.  Edward  R<^;ers,  Timothy  Childs,  John  C.  Clark,  Job 
Fierson.  Almon  C.  Reed,  Jonathan  Sloan,  Samud  F.  Vinton,  members 
of  the  national  house  of  representatives;  Rufus  Pettibone,  diief  justice 
of  the  supreme  court  of  Missouri ;  Gcoig^e  Mordl,  chief  justice  of  the 
supreme  cotirt  of  Michigan;  John  Birdsall,  chief  justice  of  the  supreme 
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court  of  Texas:  Daniel  Kellogg,  justice  of  the  suprcine  court  of  V'er- 
mont;  Charles  A.  Dewey,  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  Massachusetts; 
Alonzo  C.  Paige,  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  New  York;  Justin 
Edwards,  pi«sident  of  Andover  Theological  Seminary;  Samuel  J.  Mills, 
who  with  four  associates  (Francis  L.  Robbins,  James  Richards,  Harvey 
Loomis  and  Byrum  Green),  *' prayed  into  existence  the  embryo  of 
American  missions/'  and  many  others  whose  names  cannot  be  set  down 
here.  The  relation  of  Mills  to  the  c<jllegc  is  in  some  respects  unKpie. 
He  had  become  interested  in  foreign  missions  before  his  arrival  in  W'ill- 
iamstown.  W  ith  a  few  other  students  he  was  accustomed  to  hold  prayer 
meetings  in  what  is  now  Mission  Park.  The  burden  of  these  meetings 
was  the  condition  of  the  heathen  world.  On  the  approach  of  a  thunder 
storm  one  hot  day  in  the  summer  of  1806  these  students  took  refuge 
vaader  a  haystack.  The  subject  of  <liscussion  was  the  practicability  of 
sending  the  gospel  '*  to  the  pagans  of  Asia  and  to  the  disciples  ot  Ma- 
homet. "  Mills  nisistcd  that  tlie  enterprise  was  not  visionary  but  prac- 
ticable, and  prayed  while  the  storm  raged  thai  "  God  would  strike  down 
the  arm  with  the  red  artiliery  of  Heaven  which  sliould  be  raised  against 
a  herald  of  the  cross."  The  essential  point  is  that  this  out-of-door 
prayer  meeting  has  a  substantial  connection  with  the  origin  in  this  coun- 
try of  the  great  movement  for  evangelizing  the  I'agan  world,  and  has 
been  a  laciur  of  no  little  importance  in  the  iusiui)  of  the  college. 
•■  \\  ilhanis,  ■  wrote  a  corresix>ndent  lo  The  Addpht  m  1831,  *'  has  been 
celebrated  on  earth  and  I  trust  in  Heaven,  too,  as  the  birthplace  01 
American  missions." 

Mills  and  some  of  his  associates  formed  a  secret  organization  in 
1808  for  the  prosecution  of  his  missionary  plans.  It  survived  his  gradu-C 
ation  iu  ijkxi,  but  ihete  rauam  little  data  in  regard  tu  ixn  bubiaeuueut 
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the  constitution  of  which  reads :    "  This  society  shall  lie  tlesi^ated  '  The 
Society  of  Williams  (.  i ilk'i^e  for  iii<|uiry  into  the  state  i>f  niissidiis  and 
the  duty  of  youngf  men  to  engfa^e  in  tliem.*  "    The  earliest  availalilc 
record  is  dated  June  7.    This  **  society  for  inc|uiry  '*  would  seem  to  be 
the  cMTganization  of  1808.  if  we  may  trust  the  historical  accuracy  of  its 
members  in  1833.   They  voted,  September  22  of  that  year,  to  call  their 
oollection  of  bocdcs  the  Mills  Library,  "  in  honor  of  the  founder  of  the 
society  and  of  missions  in  the  Western  world."  A  few  months  later  the 
name  of  the  society  itself  was  chanKc<l  t<t  "The  Mills  Society  of  In- 
quiry."'   In  this  organization  «inly  nun  ulin  expected  to  de\<ite  their 
lives  to  missions  were  admitted  to  mcmbershii*.    I'ndoubtedly  the  for- 
eign field  was  the  paramount  interest.    "  The  bretliren  conversed  for 
some  time,"  so  the  record  for  December  25,  1825,  infprms  us,  **  respect- 
ing *   *   *   the  dq>lorable  state  of  the  beathefi  world."  Th^  often 
conversed  upon  this  topic.   Yet  home  missions  were  not  wholly  neg> 
lected.    In  1827  the  society  appointed  a  committee  to  visit  the  neigh- 
boring town  of  Pownal.  and  tij  "  in(|uirc  int«i  the  c\])e*liency  of  a  Sab- 
bath School  being  estahlished  in  thai  place."    The  cuminittee  visited 
Pownal  and  organized  a  successiul  school  tliere. 

In  1849  Theological  Society  and  The  Mills  Society  of  In- 
quiry were  united,  and  the  new  association  became  The  Mills  Theologi- 
cal Society.  Subsequently  the  organization  adopted  another  name, 
which  it  still  retains — The  Mills  Young  Men's  Christian  Association. 

President  Fitch  wa.s  .succeeded  in  tiie  autumn  <>t  1S15  hy  the  Rev. 
Zephaniah  Swift  Moore,  professor  of  languages  in  Dartmouth  College — 
a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  scholarship  and  executive  ability.  His 
inaugural  seemed  "  el^nt "  to  the  trustees,  though  tliey  did  not  take 
the  trouble  to  print  it.  Fortunately  the  manuscript  has  been  preserved. 
It  is  a  sound,  well-built  discourse,  in  which  the  studies  then  constituting 
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the  college  curriculum  are  reviewed  and  their  educational  values  ap- 
praised. A  fairly  cheerful  tone  pervades  it,  and  he  hoped  with  the  aid 
of  his  associates  to  make  "  this  institution  eminent  among  the  colleges  in 

New  luigland."  There  is  lU)  reference  in  it  to  various  disquictinf^^  agita- 
tions which  iiaii  U-en  rife  during:  the  preceding  spring  and  summer. 
"  While  I  feel  deeply  impressed, "  he  said,  addressing  the  trustees,  "  in 
view  of  the  highly  responsible  office  in  uhich  I  am  now  placed  *  *  * 
I  fed  no  inconsiderable  relief  from  a  confidence  that  I  shall  have  your 
counsel,  advice  and  prayers."  Whether  he  would  not  have  been  better 
oflf  without  them — we  shall  see. 

Tliis  sei'ond  achiiinistration.  which  continued  for  six  yeiirs — the 
shortest  in  the  history  of  the  college — is  distinguished  hy  at  least  two 
events  of  more  than  common  interest.  The  hrst  of  these  was  a  course 
of  lectures  delivered  by  Professor  Amos  Eaton  on  the  natural  sciences. 
Not  only  were  they  in  advance  of  what  could  be  found  elsewhere,  but 
they  made  an  epoch  in  the  intellectual  life  of  Williams.  The  introduc- 
tory series  was  devoted  to  mineralogy,  and  awakened  such  interest  among 
the  students — these  courses  were  elective — that,  by  way  "f  jircparation 
for  the  next  scries,  winch  trxjk  up  the  tlora  ut  the  northern  states,  they 
actually  printed  hve  hundred  copies  of  a  "  Manual  of  Botany  "  which 
the  professor  compiled  from  his  "manuscript  system,"  and  gra- 
tuitously presented  to  them  for  publication.*'  They  felt  that  their 
progress  "  would  be  greatly  facilitated  by  a  systematic  description  of 
vegetables,  and,  l;eing  destitute  of  such  a  system."  they  took  this,  so  far 
as  the  present  uriler  is  intoriucd,  un|>recedcnteu  step  in  American  col- 
leges to  provide  themselves  with  the   necessary    apparatus.    In  this 

volume  a  letter  addressed  to  the  professor,  and  signed  apparently  by  ^ 
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press  our  gratitude."  In  1818,  the  student  edition  of  the  Manual  hav- 
ing been  exhausted,  as  a  call  for  it  sprang  up  in  "  almost  every  part  of 
the  northern  states/'  Professor  Eaton  published  a  second  edition,  and 
dedicated  it  to  the  president  and  faculty  of  Williams  G>11^.  *'  The 
science  of  botany,"  he  said,  **  is  indebted  to  you  for  its  first  introduction 
into  the  interior  ui  the  ni>rlliern  states;  aiui  I  am  ni<!chte(l  t<i  ymi  for  a 
])ass]Mirt  into  the  scieiitifie  \vi>rl<l.  •  *  ♦  I'cniiit  nie.  therefore,  to 
inscribe  to  you  this  Manual  as  a  testimony  of  that  gratitude  and  esteem 
which  is  due  to  the  patrons  of  science."  So  powerful  was  the  interest 
awakened  in  botany,  mineralogy,  geology,  and  cognate  studies  by  this 
man  of  genius  that  they  became  the  dominant  intellectual  factor  in  the 
life  of  the  college,  and  retained  this  precedence  until  the  rise  twenty 
years  later  of  Mark  Hopkins  and  his  philosophy.  The  students 
of  Williams  College  uerc  not  alone  in  their  enthusiasm  for  Amos 
Eaton.  His  fame  soon  spread  beyond  the  Berkshires.  In  1818  the  gov- 
ernor of  the  state  of  New  York,  DeWitt  Clinton,  invited  him  to  give  a 
course  of  lectures  before  the  legislature— a  pioceeding  absolutely  unique 
in  our  history.  The  lectures,  which  dwelt  chiefly  upon  the  relatitms  of 
geology  to  agriculture,  excited  an  interest  the  more  immediate  result  of 
which  was  the  publication  of  the  Natural  History  of  the  State  of  New 
"SOrk.  an<l  a  later  hut  none  the  less  veritable  one,  the  establishment  of 
Uie  United  States  Geological  Survey. 

Tlie  other  important  event  in  President  Moore's  day  was  the  bitter 
controversy  precipitated  the  efforts  of  a  majority  of  the  trustees  to 
remove  the  college  from  Wtlliamstown  to  Northampton — a  controversy 
whidi  for  the  time  overshadowed  every  other  interest  As  we  have 
seen,  the  agitation  hegm  in  181 5,  when  on  the  2d  of  May  the  trustees 
appjinted  a  committee  «>f  six  tn  take  the  subject  nito  consideration.  In 
tlie  following  September  this  committee  reported  that  "  under  existing 
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circumstances  and  at  the  present  time  "  the  removal  was  inexpedient. 
The  trustees  did  not  explain.  They  put  forth  no  statement  of  the  con- 
siderations which  led  them  to  an  adverse  conclusion.  "  Plain  Dealing'' 
writing  to  The  Hampshire  Gazette,  November  lo,  1818.  says  that  they 
resolved  to  give  the  college  further  opportunity  to  satisf \  the  public  "  in 
the  place  where  it  had  stood  since  its  first  cstablishnietu.  *  ♦  * 
Some  i.f  the  innst  respectable  nieii  in  l>erkshire  ])le<l}je<l  themselves  to 
exert  all  tlieir  powers  to  raise  the  college  from  its  degraded  condition  if 
they  might  have  opportunity  to  make  the  trial." 

For  some  three  years  the  subject  does  not  seem  to  have  been  revived 
in  the  board.  Among  the  students,  however,  interest  in  the  matter  was 
not  killed  by  the  action  of  the  trustees.  At  least  the  question,  "  Would 
it  be  advantageous  to  have  Williams  College  removed  from  its  present 
situntton?"  wns  debated  in  the  I'hilotechnian  S*)ciety.  Tul\  _'4,  1816,  and 
decided  in  the  atVirniative,  "after  an  alile  discussion,  with  one  dissenting 
vote."  How  far  tliis  decision  represented  the  existing  student  sentiment 
we  are  unable  to  say.  When  the  trustees  met  August  6,  1818,  they  re- 
ceived overtures  from  the  Academy  at  Amherst  proposing  diat  the  col- 
lege should  be  moved  thither  and  united  with  that  institution.  The 
proposition  was  declined,  but  it  seems  to  have  awakened  the  agitation  for 
removal  which  had  slutnhered  for  three  years.  A  number  of  Hamp- 
shire gentlemen,  we  are  told  in  the  next  issue  of  The  Hampshire  Gazette, 
met  at  XorthatnptMi!.  Oetohor  1818,  to  consider  the  expediency  of 
establishing  a  college  in  Hampshire  county,  lliese  gentlemen  showed 
great  interest  in  Williams  College,  and  .  chose  a  committee  which  was 
authorized  to  take  such  measures  as  might  be  expedient  to  assist  the 
trustees  in  relocating  the  institution,  if  in  their  judgment  "  the  promo- 
tion of  the  cause  of  literature  and  religion  '*  shall  render  a  removal  de- 
sirable.   The  committee  was  also  directed  to  forward  a  report  of  its  in- 
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vestigations  and  conclusions  to  President  Moore,  to  be  laid  before  the 
board  of  iru>tces  :it  their  next  nit'Liiiij^-. 

Xovetiil^er  lo,  1818,  the  trustees,  at  a  special  meetings  reversed 
all  former  decisions  and  voted,  nine  to  three,  that  it  tiYu  expedient  to  re- 
move the  college  from  Williamstown.  They  chose  a  commitee  consist- 
ing of  the  Hon.  James  Kent,  chancellor  of  New  York,  the  Hon.  Na«  1 
thaniet  Smith,  judge  of  the  superior  court  of  Connecticut,  and  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Setli  I'a)son,  of  Kiml^e.  New  T rani[t<iliire — a  very  res|)ec-tal)]e  com- 
mittee certainly,  and  none  of  its  members  alumni  of  the  college — who 
were  commissioned  "  to  view  the  towns  of  Old  Hampshire "  and  to 
sdect  among  them  a  new  site  for  the  college.  The  committee  did  not ' 
enter  upon  their  investigations  until  the  following  spring.  They  seem 
to  have  made  a  careful  survey  of  the  situation,  visiting  the  various  towns 
interested  in  the  matter  and  listen  intr  i'^  such  committees  and  delegations 
as  might  ad«lress  them.  The  Uotiipshirc  i,azciic  of  May  iS,  i8i().  con- 
tains an  announcement  of  their  decisii  n.  '*  We  have  much  pleasure," 
wrote  the  editor,  *'  in  stating  that  the  college  committee  ♦  ♦  *  after 
a  full  and  patient  hearing  of  the  respective  towns  of  Greenfield,  Am- 
herst and  Xorthampton,  decided  unanimously  in  favor  of  Northampton." 

It  was  not  until  the  23rd  of  June  that  the  address  of  the  trustees, 
explaining  and  defending  their  course,  apjieared  in  the  public  prints. 
1  hey  dwelt  u])on  the  iiiaccessihility  of  Williamstown  and  ujw>n  the  disas- 
tri  i:s  competition  of  other  colleges  which  had  sprung  up  in  the  neigh- 
borhood— a  competition  threatening  to  destroy  the  institution  unless 
something  heroic  were  done.  And  it  must  be  confessed  that  th^  were 
able  to  rally  a  formidable  amount  of  public  sentiment  in  their  favor. 
"  Almost  eveiy  gentleman  acquainted  with  die  situation  and  resources 
of  \\  illianis  C  oHej^'e.  '  wrote  a  correspondent  of  The  Pittsficld  Sun,  "  is 
strongly  impressed  with  the  belief    •    *    ♦    liiat  to  lioUl  it  up  where 
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it  is  we  shall  only  burden  ourselves  with  the  maintenance  of  a  sickly 
institution."  Tfte  Boston  Recorder  in  a  leading  article  July  24,  asserted 
that  the  trustees  had  ample  grotind  for  their  contemplated  removal. 
"  We  sincerely  rejoice/'  said  the  editor,  "  in  the  brightening^  prospects 
of  a  seminary  so  endeared  to  us  by  ten  thousand  fond  memories/*  Per- 
1  haps  the  most  important  document  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees  was  a 

letter  to  one  of  their  immbcr  written  June  jS.  iSi  5.  Iiy  I'resident  Dw  iL,'lit. 
of  Vale.  This  letter  was  an  elaborate  argument  in  advocacy  of  the  re- 
moval. "  At  VVilliamstown/'  said  the  presidait,  "  the  coU^  was  put 
under  a  bushd.    *   *   *   There  is  no  more  absolute  error  than  the 

• 

'  common  opinion  that  a  coll^  should  be  placed  in  a  small  town." 
Naturally  this  letter  carried  a  good  deal  of  weight.  '*  No  man  of  the 
age/*  said  the  Northampton  managers,  "  was  more  competent  to  settle 
the  question  u]xin  which  he  offered  his  ()])inii)n."'  Tlien  a  corrcs])^ in<lent 
of  TJu:  Hampslurc  Gazette,  writing  August  10.  iSiq.  argued  tliat  the 
alumni  would  support  the  trustees.  "  They  will  find  no  pleasure/'  he 
insisted,  "  in  years  to  come  in  replying,  when  asked  the  [dace  of  their 
education,  '  there  was  <»ice  a  college  called  Williams  College  at  which 
I  fook  my  degree.'  *  *  *  It  is  unkind  and  unjust  to  the  graduates 
of  Williams  G)llej;c  to  permit  its  honors  and  its  name  to  be  lost!  ** 

On  the  28th  of  July  a  convenli<jn  in  liie  inUrc-t  ni'  the  rcnios  al  was 
held  in  Northampton,  with  ['resident  Moore  in  the  chair.  .\  general 
committee  of  five,  and  a  local  committee  from  each  of  the  following 
counties — ^Worcester,  Franklin,  Hampden,  Berkshire  and  Hampshire — 
were  appointed  to  prosecute  the  campaign.  Citizens  of  Northampton 
also  liestirred  themselves  and  pledged  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars 
to  rejjleiush  the  funds  of  the  institution  in  the  event  of  its  removal:'  '^^oogle 
Meanwhile  W'illiamstown  was  not  i<Jk\    "  Uerkshiie."  troni  whom 
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good  many  connnunications  from  him  are  to  be  found  in  newspapers 
and  elsewhere.    He  did  not  hesitate  to  speak  disrespectfully  of  the 

trustees  \vh<i  wanted  to  pluck  \.\\\  tlie  colleg^e  and  plant  it  elsewhere. 
"  The  shades  of  nbsairity,"  he  declared,  referring  to  the  election  of 
some  of  them,  have  been  "  ransacked  to  find  insignificance  and  imbecil- 
ity." 

A  committee  of  cities  of  Berkshire,  appointed  at  a  meetii^  in 
Pittsfidd,  October  6,  1819,  issued  the  followini^  month  An  Address 
to  the  PttWic.**  which  controverted,  and  with  considerable  success,  the 

manifesto  <>f  the  trustees.  An  an<  iiymous  w  riter  Iiastciietl  to  the  relief  of 
the  latter  with  a  restatement  and  amplification  of  their  contention,  entitled 
"  Remarks  on  a  Pamphlet  Published  hy  a  Committee  of  the  Citizens 
of  Berkshire."  The  writer  urged  that  there  was  little  or  no  prospect 
of  increasing  the  funds  if  the  collie  remained  at  Witliarastown.  As 
for  students,  the  outlodc,  he  thought,  could  hardly  be  worse.  At  the 
present  day  the  considerations  by  which  he  endeavored  to  establish  these 
pessimistic  conclusions  lyive  a  curious  look.  "The  State  of  New  Vi.»rk," 
he  argued.  "  takes  in  the  western  part  of  the  horizon,  and  Vermont,  with 
New  Hampshire,  another  quarter  on  the  north."  In  this  way  three- 
fourths  of  the  circle  is  covered.  The  two  Vermont  collies  will  "  en- 
gross everything  ther^"  while  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  Union 
and  Hamilttm  will  be  less  successful  in  New  York.  As  a  result  of  the 
rise  of  these  four  colleg^es.  the  support  which  Williams  once  derived  from 
the  North  and  West  has  been  almo^t  wliolly  w  ithdrawn.  "  This  sup- 
port," the  writer  adds,  "  is  not  likely  to  l)e  rc{;ained.*' 

The  controversy  reached  the  legislature,  tlie  court  of  last  resort,  in 
182a  On  the  17th  of  January  the  formal  papers  in  the  case  were  put 
into  the  hands  of  a  joint  committee  of  that  body.  These  papers  con- 
comprised  a  petition  of  the  president  and  a  majority  of  the  trustees  for 


Digitized  by  Google 


38 


BERKSHIRE  COUNTY 


authority  to  remove  the  collep:e  to  Northampton,  a  dissenting  petition 
signed  by  three  trustees,  and  a  renmnstrnnce  which  the  people  of  Will- 
iamstown.  "  in  tcnvn-niecting  assembled."'  unanimously  adopted.  Feb- 
ruary 1st  the  committee  reported  that  it  was  "  neither  lawful  nor 
expedient "  to  remove  the  college,  and  the  legislature  concurred  almost 
unanimously  in  this  finding.  While  not  neglecting  other  features  of 
the  question,  the  committee  dwelt  at  considerable  length  upon  the  1^^ 
aspects  of  it,  and  their  conclusions  were  no  doubt  largely  colored  and 
determined  by  the  recent  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  in  the  famous  Dartmoutii  College  case.  They  held  tliat  "the 
act  of  1793  creating  the  college  "  simply  extended  the  powers  and  en- 
larged the  capacity  of  the  Free  School,  the  original  funds  of  which, 
"located  and  rooted"  in  Williamstown,  could  not  be  separated  from 
those  "  ingrafted  "'upon  it  as  the  parent  stock. 

The  controversy  was  fnught  out  in  Boston  with  great  vigor,  and 
attracleil  wide  attention.  Both  sides  were  fortunate  in  tlieir  represent- 
atives before  the  legislative  committees. — Daniel  Xoblc.  of  the  class  of 
1796,  a(^)earing  for  Williamstown,  and  Elijah  Hunt  Mills,  of  the  class 
of  1797.  for  Northampton.  In  the  senate  Messrs.  Saltonstall  and  Josiah 
Quincey  were  spokesmen  in  behalf  of  the  remonstrants.  The  speech  of 
the  latter  has  been  preserved,  and  it  lacks  neither  vigor  nor  incisiveness. 
In  the  newspaper  ]iress  the  most  notable  article  on  the  controversy — an 
editorial  three  ci-lunin-^  and  a  half  long — a])pe,irc<l  in  The  Aiivt'rtiscr 
of  J-elifuary  4th.  This  article  was  written  by  the  editor,  Nathan  Hale,  of 
the  class  of  1804,  and  in  opposition  to  the  rqiort  of  the  legislative  com- 
mittee. "  It  is  with  great  reluctance,"  he  said,  "  that  we  dissent,  *  *  * 
and  no  consideraticm  but  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  college  would  induce  us 
to  offer  any  reasons  for  an  opposite  c^inion.  ♦  *  «  We  enter  upon 
the  subject  with  the  greater  freedom,  because  from  the  thorough  ex- 
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perience  of  three  or  foar  years*  residence  at  the  college  in  its  present 
position,  Nvc  feel  oiinpeient  to  form  a  very  decided  opinion."  lie  dwelt 
at  large  upon  the  isolation  of  \\  illianistown,  its  small  size,  and  the 
non-academic  character  of  its  inhabitants. 

But  neither  Nathan  Hale's  editorial,  ncH"  the  doquence  of  Mr. 
Milb  before  the  committees,  nor  the  speeches  of  Messrs.  Lyman  and 
Banister  in  the  senate,  nor  the  resurrected  letter  of  President  Dwi^^t, 
seemed  to  have  produced  much  effect.  The  people  of  Williamstown 
won  the  fijiht,  thou0i  at  a  heavy  cost  of  effort  and  s;icritice.  In  order 
to  put  the  funds  of  the  college  on  a  more  satis  factor)'  basis  they  raised 
for  it  $17,681.65 — a  very  lafige  sum  luider  the  circumstances.  "  It  is 
known,"  said  the  author  of  "  Remailcs  on  a  P!un|rfilet  of  Citizens  of 
Berkshire,*'  "that  nodiing  but  the  extreme  exigency  ci  the  case  has 
produced  the  present  subscription."  Evcrt  lxKly  in  Williamstown,  how- 
ever slender  his  means  may  have  been,  seems  to  have  responded  to  the 
call  according  to  if  not  l)eyond  his  ability.  Neighboring  towns  in 
Berkshire  county  and  Vermont  were  canvassed  with  considerable 
success. 

The  issue  of  the  legislative  contest  was  a  great  surprise  to  the 
petitkmers.  "  There  can  be  no  doubt,"  said  The  Hrnnp^tire  Gaiuite, 
of  August  24th,  1819,  their  chief  local  organ,  "but  the  General  Court 

will  sanction  the  rennnal  if  apphcatioii  l)e  reas(  n.ilily  made."  It  could 
hardly  be  expectetl  that  tlic  rejxirt  of  the  joint  conimittee  would  please 
the  editor  of  that  journal.  "  To  us,"  he  wrote  in  the  issue  of  February 
15th,  1800,  which  reprinted  the  fttU  text  of  the  report,  "  it  appears 
partial  in  its  statements,  fallacious  in  its  reasoning  and  grossly  erro- 
neous in  its  results."   The  editcM'  was  interested  in  the  future  of  the 
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it.   At  present  they  lie  under  the  censure  of  the  legislature,  either  of 

gross  ignorance  of  the  law  and  constitution  or  a  wanton  attempt  to 
violate  Ixitli.  *  *  ♦  Xow  as  there  is  nothing  more  certain  than 
that  the  removal  contemplated  was  both  lawful  and  expedient  *  *  * 
we  apprdiend  that  the  trustees  are  under  a  strong  and  sacred  obliga- 
tion to  procure  a  reversal  of  the  attainder  whidi  has  been  passed  \xpoa 
them."  The  tnistees  never  made  any  effort  to  procure  a  reversal  of 
the  attainder.  In  rej^ard  t«i  this  hiisincss  the  time  past  seems  to  have 
abundantly  sufficed  them.  None  of  these  unsuccessful  revolutionists 
felt  called  upcM  even  to  resign,  and  the  last  of  them  ccmtinued  in  6Kot 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  after  the  adverse  report  of  the  jdnt 
committee. 

The  long  and  disastrous  controversy  came  to  an  end  in  the  winter 
of  1820.  On  the  27th  of  July,  in  the  following  year.  President  Moore, 
who  had  received  in  this  interval  "an  appointment  to  preside  over  tilie 
Collegiate  Charity  Institution  at  Amherst,"  sent  his  resignation  to  the 
trustees.  "I  deem  it  not  expcflient,"  he  said  in  this  letter,  "to  state 
now  the  pitrticuhir  re:i>nn-  which  have  induced  me  to  resign  my  office 
in  this  college,  and  I  think  it  the  less  necessary  from  a  view  of  the 
communications  I  have  heretofore  made  to  this  board."  There  was 
little  occasion  for  another  exposition  of  these  "  particular  reasons/'  as 
everybody  inleresled  in  the  controversy  had  long  lieen  familiar  with 
them.  I'rcsidcnt  Moore  went  to  Amherst,  wliere  lie  died  prematurely, 
June  29th,  1823.  He  threw  himself  into  the  new  movement  with  a 
tireless  energy.  In  three  years  he  sucaimbed  to  the  burdens  and 
anxieties  of  it.  The  Reverend  Dr.  Snell,  a  trustee  of  Williams  C<.)lleg©  - 
from  1817  to  1825,  in  his  funeral  discourse,  characterized  the  dead 
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as  "  by  nature  a  prreat  man,  by  grace  a  good  man,  and  in  the  providence 
ot  God  a  useful  man.'' 

The  resignation  of  President  MtK)re,  which  was  announced  at  the 
banning  of  the  third  term  of  the  collie  year,  1820-1821,  produced 
great  exdtement  and  depression  at  Williamstown.  He  was  popular 
with  the  students,  and  about  one-half  of  the  eighty  then  in  attendance 
proposed  to  abandon  the  institution.  Fifteen  of  them  followed  the  Pres- 
ident to  Amherst,  and  the  rest  of  these  pessimists  went  elsewhere. 
^^l<  i^e  who  remained  heliin<l.  hii\ve\er.  th(ni<:;"li  a  ratlier  meatier  remnant, 
determined  to  s\x\rc  no  effort  to  sa\e  the  coU^e.  An  advertisement 
appeared  in  one  of  the  local  papers  calling  a  meeting  at  the  next  oom* 
mencement  of  those  whom  the  college  had  educated,  "  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  forming  a  Society  of  Alumni.*'  An  organization  of  this 
sort,  the  first  of  the  kind  in  the  country,  was  effected.  President  Moore 
presided  at  the  commencement  exercises.  Witli  him  upon  the  stage 
were  the  trustees,  ten  or  twelve  in  mntil>cr,  and  to  quote  the  words 
of  an  undergraduate  who  was  present,  Parsons  Cooke,  "  tlie  majestic 
form  of  a  stranger, — a  person  of  about  fifty  years  of  age^-of  most  com- 
manding figure  and  presence."  This  impressive  stranger  was  Edward 
Dorr  Griffin.  The  trustees^  having  brought  the  college  to  a  desperate 
pass  by  their  futile  efforts  to  transplant  it,  were  searching  for  a  new 
President  who  was  wilhng  to  nnd.ertake  the  task  of  its  rehabilitation. 
Havinj^  l)een  offered  this  jxisitiun,  I  )r.  (irilVm  had  come  to  W  illiamstown 
to  look  o\  cr  the  ground.  He  was  one  of  Uic  most  distinguished  clergy- 
men of  his  day.  A  native  of  Connecticut  and  a  graduate  of  Yale,  he 
had  beccMne  widely  kilown  by  his  occasional  sermons,  his  professorship 
at  Andover,  and  his  pastorate  of  Paiic  Street  chtirch  from  1812  to 
1815.  He  took  up  the  work  in  Boston  to  make  head,  if  possible,  against 
the  Unitarian  movement  which  under  the  leader^ip  of  Channing  and 
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others  had  been  making  alarming  progress.  In  this  three  years'  min- 
istry the  harsher  features  of  the  current  orthodox  creed  were  given 
great  prominence.    The  man  who  laid  a  trail  of  brimstone  along  the 

sidewalk  from  Dr.  (jriftin's  d<»r  to  the  steps  of  his  church  was  si  pme- 

4 

what  more  than  a  caricaturist.  In  liis  Park  Street  lectures  were  gathered 
up  the  essentials  oi  this  theological  campaign,  and  they  attracted  atten« 
tion  not  only:  in  this  country  but  also  in  Europe. 

The  presence  of  Dr.  Griffin — this  gigantic  man  six  feet  and  three 
inches  in  height,  weighing  at  his  best  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds — 
at  Williamstown  during  the  commencement  of  1821,  dumged  tiie  at- 
mo^ihere  of  that  anniversary.  WTiat  brought  him  thither?  He  him- 
self practically  answered  this  question  in  his  unpublished  inaugural 
address,  if  we  may  trust  the  reports  of  it  which  have  come  to  us.  It 
was  not  so  much  the  overtures  of  the  trustees  as  his  interest  in  Samuel 
J.  Mills  and  the  haystadc  prayer  meeting.  Dr.  Griffin  had  known  Mills 
from  his  diildhood,  and  it  was  a  sermon  of  the  fonner  at  Philadelphia 
in  1805  before  the  General  Association  of  the  Presbyterian  Church — a 
sernv)n  reverberatingf  with  impassioned  declamation — which  first 
awnkened  the  interest  of  the  latter  in  foreij^i  missions.  Mills  and  his 
associates  have  no  ali.solute  and  exclui»ivc  proprietorship  in  the  haystack, 
which  not  only  toudied  the  pagan  world,  but  also,  if  it  were  really  the 
consideration  that  brought  Dr.  Griffin  to  Williamstown,  saved  the  col- 
lege from  extinction. 

President  Griffin  was  inducted  into  office  November  14th,  1821 — 
a  somewhat  depressing  occasion  according  to  Parsons  Gx)ke.  "The 
day  itself,  he  says  m  his  Recullectiuns  of  Dr.  Griftin,"  was  dark, 
diilly,  rainy  ♦  *  ♦  when  a  handful  of  studaits,  forty -eight  all 
told  *  *  *  gathered  with  a  few  people  oi  Uie  town  into  what  was 
then  one  of  the  largest  and  most  dreary  of  country  meeting  houses." 
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But  whatever  the  character  of  the  day  or  the  size  of  the  audience  may 
have  been,  all  the  formalities  were  observed.   In  one  Latin  address  the 

President  was  officially  infomie<l  of  his  election,  and  in  another  the 
collie  conj^ratidatwl  i\\ym  the  tact. 

litis  nevv  field  presented  s«3nie  strikinsf  contrasts  to  the  sphere  in 
which  for  the  most  part  President  Grifhn  liad  heretofore  moved. 
That  sphere  had  been  mainly  in  older  and  larger  communities.  Will- 
iamstown  had  not  yet  fairly  emer^ped  from  the  wilderness.  Nathan 
Hale,  writing"  in  The  Adtfcrtiscr  only  a  year  and  a  half  before  his  inaiig- 
urati'tn.  dweil  uiM)n  tin.-  fact  tlial  il  did  not  jjossess  the  I'aoilitit's  of  reg- 
ular .stage  coadies  or  even  o£  g<«>d  roads,  but  was  dependent  \\\X)V\  a 
weekly  mail  for  intercourse  with  distant  parts  of  the  country.  Nat- 
urally Presi<lent  Griffin  was  fond  of  society  and  large  affairs.  The  grand 
manner  became  him,  and  the  maxims  of  formal  etiquette  assumed  with 
him  a  large  importance.  Among  the  students  of  that  day,  it  is  hardly 
necessary  t'>  remark,  the^c  nnxinis  une  very  inudi  neglected.  Dr.  Grif- 
fin gave  iniinc(hatc  and  nicasural)Iy  successful  attention  to  their  deport- 
ment in  the  chapel,  in  the  class  nxun.  and  on  the  street. 

As  an  instructor  President  Griffin  had  admirable  points.  Possibly 
phibsophy  may  have  been  to  him  a  world  not  wholly  realized,  but  in 
rhetoric  and  criticism,  in  whatever  pertained  to  style  and  aesthetics,  to 
the  appreciation  of  literar}'  values,  he  was  among  the  best.  And  the 
man  himself  with  his  rcputati:  n  a*^  "the  prince  of  preachers"  was  no 
inconsiderable  circumstance  in  a  college  class  nxun. 

The  new  administration,  when  we  consider  the  anarchy  and  des- 
peration of  the  situation  at  the  outset,  soon  effected  a  wonderful  trans- 
formation. Students  and  alunmi  began  to  take  heart  and  to  prophesy 
a  future  for  tfie  cx>ll^.   At  the  commencement  of  1822  thirteen  men 
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at  the  close  lit  the  exercises  he  spoke  afFertii inately  of  these  yoiiiig  men. 
the  first  to  receise  their  diplomas  frimi  him,  though  in  a  strain  not 
very  often  heard  in  these  latter  daysw  "  I  pfay  that  after  all  human 
relations  and  farewells  and  sorrows  shall  have  passed  away,"  lie  said, 
"  I  may  have  the  joy  to  meet  you  in  a  higher  sphere,  where  your  knowl- 
edge shall  be  perfect  without  a  teacher,  and  where  our  union  and  com- 
mon blesse(hiess  shall  Ik^  consummated  forever!  " 

The  f^reat  crisis  in  the  administration  of  I'residenl  (irilTin  and  in 
tlie  liistury  of  the  college  arose  in  1825,  when  the  legislature  granted 
a  charter  to  Amherst  Collie.   That  event  produced  a  panic,  as  the  con- 
viction was  general  that  two  colleges  could  not  live  in  Western  Massa- 
chusetts, and  that  in  the  inevitable  competition  Williams  would  go  to 
the  wall.  It  is  a  significant  indication  of  the  drift  of  public  opinion  that 
an  enactment  should  have  been  included  in  the  charter  of  Amherst  pro- 
\  iding  for  the  union  of  "  \\  illi.uns  and  .Amherst  Colleges,  at  Amherst," 
if  it  "  shall  hereafter  appear    ♦    ♦    ♦    lawful  and  ex[iedient  '  in  the 
judgment  of  all  concerned  to  take  this  step.   Under  the  circumstances  it 
is  hardly  surprising  that  not  less  than  thirty  students  **  took  dismissions 
in  the  spring  and  summer  "  following,  and  that  at  commencement  only 
se\'en  applied  for  admission  to  the  Freshman  class.  '*  Dimng  the  awful 
syncojie  that  succeetled  ra  vacation,"  said  President  Griffin,  **  we  often 
looked  uj)  and  iii(|nired  "  Is  this  death?  *  "   ThoujLjh  the  agencies  which  he 
liati  at  otmmand  in  this  emergency  were  religious  rather  than  scholastic 
or  political,  th^  proved  to  be  effective,  arrested  the  panic,-  and  saved  the 
day.   In  the  autumn  of  1825  a  great  revival  began — a  sort  of  service 
in  which  President  Griffin  was  easily  a  past  master.    The  hc^  the 
spiritual  fervor,  the  conquering  energy  awakened  by  it,  enabled  him  to 
raise  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  and  to  build  a  new  chapel,  Griffin  Hall, 
which  was  dedicated  Septemlx^r  jd,  1S28.    Sonie  of  the  subscribers  to 
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the  builditii^  fund  might  have  said  with  the  Apostle  Peter,  "  Silver  and 
gold  have  T  none,  but  such  as  I  have  I  give."  April  2Tst,  1827,  a  notice 

apiH-'arctl  in  I  he  .Inicicjn  .iilz'oCxitr.  an  excellent  weekly  |Xiper  pub- 
lished iti  \\  illianist<nvn  from  April  12th.  1827.  to  Januan-  5th,  1831, 
asking  those  "  who  made  siihscnpttons  toward  the  chapel  in  timber, 
planks,  boards,  etc,",  to  deliver  these  articles  "  by  the  first  week  in  June 
at  fartherest." 

The  dedication  of  the  new  chapel  marked  the  close  of  an  era — an 
era  of  despondency  and  debate  over  the  future  of  the  college.  Griffin 

Ilnll,  l)cautiful  in  its  siniplirity  and  in  the  harmony  <>f  its  proportions, 
was  a  sutVicient  answer  to  all  the  skeptic^.  The  encrgA-  and  faith  that 
built  it  wtnild  be  able  to  0)\k  with  all  the  emergencies  which  may  conic. 
President  Griffin  preached  the  dedicatory  sermon,  and -it  was  wotthy  of 
the  occasion.  The  predominant  note  in  it,  heard  again  and  ag^n,  is, 
that  the  revival  saved  the  coU^.  "If  ever  a  biuldiiig  ought  to  be 
inscribed  all  over  with  Holiness  to  the  Lord,**  he  said,  "this  is  that 
building.    God  himself  has  reared  it." 

A  description  of  tlie  new  l)uil(lin>^'  ap])e:ired  in  The  American  .Id- 
I'ocate  of  September  loth,  itS.28.  In  addition  to  the  cliapcl,  a  room 
ftfty-six  feet  long  and  thirty-six  wide,  "finished  in  a  simple,  el^;ant 
styJ^  with  a  stage  and  circular  gallery,"  it  provided  a  suite  of  rooms  in 
the  basement  "  for  the  lectures  atid  operations  of  the  Chenucal  Pro- 
fessor," and  in  the  upper  stories  "  apartments  for  the  college  library, 
the  students'  Iibrar\',  the  philosophical  apparatus,  a  Museum,  a  pliilo- 
s<)phical  lecture  njoni,  a  pri\  ate  kvture  room  for  the  Seni(.>r  Class,  and  a 
large  room  Htted  up  conveniently  for  relitjious  meetings  and  other 
purposes.  The  writer  was  much  impressed  with  the  view  from  the 
belfry.   "  The  Hoosac,"  he  said,  "  and  its  rich  meadows,  and  the  sur- 

rounding  hills  and  mountains,  with  the  village  and  public  buildings,  make 
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a  landscape  of  very  uncommon  beauty/'   While  the  revival  exerted  a 
decisive  influence  upon  the  external  fortunes  of  the  institittion.  the  im- 
pression which  it  nindc  the  interior  life  of  it  for  a  omsiderable 
period  at  least,  was  trcineiKh It  pnshe*!  aside  ever)-  other  interest, 
and  was  the  one  absorbing  thought  of  the  comniunit\ .    Even  the  exer- 
cises of  the  literar>'  societies  were  opened  and  closed  with  prayer.  In 
the  records  of  one  of  them,  tuider  the  date  of  December  7th,  1825.  we 
find  the  following  entry,  solemn,  sincere,  eloquent:    "Owing  to  the 
high  state  of  reltgious  feeling  in  college,  several  were  exatsed  from  fu!- 
filliniL;:  their  a|)|)oiiitiiiciit';.    As  it  is  from  the  Altniq'hty  that  we  receive 
the  mental  ix>wers  by  which  we  are  enabled  to  pursue  science  and  liter- 
ature  ♦    *    *    the  Secretar>'  does  not  deem  it  out  of  place  to  record 
here  the  humble  acknowledgments  that  are  due  to  God  for  the  glorious 
displays  of  divine  grace  and  mercy  which  he  is  now  manifesting  among 
us.  *  *  *  When  all  learning  shall  be  of  no  account;  when  all  that 
genius  and  art  have  done  diall  decay,  and  this  society  be  numbered  among: 
the  vast  assenibla.tje  that  shall  W  collected  around  the  judpnuotit  J^^'it  of 
the  great  Internal,  then  shall  we  view  the  •scenes  which  arc  now  here 
exhibiting  with  unspeakable  interest — then  shall  we  render  higher  ascrip- 
tions of  praise  to  God." 

It  must  not  be  supposed  that  any  such  intensity  of  religious  feeling 
was  anything  more  than  intermittent  and  occasional.  Quite  another 
temper  was  often.  i»crha])s  iE:ie»ierally.  in  the  ascendant.  Life  among 
the  student's  continne<l  to  1)e  wliat  it  ha<l  Ix^n,  a  somewhat  narrow  and 
I'.nexcnttiil  round.  Penalties  for  misbehavior  rangetl  from  "a  solenni 
talk  "  with  some  incmtM*r  <  »f  the  faculty,  to  expulsion.  Major  offenses, 
like  assaulting  the  house  of  a  citizen  at  a  late  hour  of  the  night,  or 
setting  fire  to  a  college  building,  were  punished  by  expulsion.  The 
lighter  transgressions,  such  as  absence  from  reqtnred  exercises,  or  go- 
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ing  upon  the  mntintains  without  leave,  cr  atteiidiniEr  a  dancing  school, 
or  playiiitT  t'lrds.  or  takii^tr  spirits  frnm  I'roi'cssi  -r  Kellogg's  room  where 
it  had  l)eeii  placed  hv  the  I'rofessor  liiniself."  generally  drew  down  u])on 
the  offending  student  the  penalty  of  a  fine  or  of  a  public  confessicm  in 
chapel.  The  public  confession,  we  hardly  need  to  say,  was  never  a  pop- 
ular ser\'ice  with  students  who  took  the  leading  part  in  it 

If  we  may  judge  from  the  records  of  the  debating  societies,  there 
was  in  the  college  a  creditable  anvnuit  of  intellectual  activity.  Presi- 
dent (Iriffin  to<»k  the  tnnthU-  to  ilciiy  emphatically  that  the  "  marketl  at- 
tention to  rcli.iiion."'  which  prevailed  at  titnes.  interfered  seriously  with 
the  ordinary  college  <luties.  Political,  biblical  and  philosophical  ques- 
tions, as  well  as  those  of  a  more  personal  or  local  character,  appear  in 
the  lists.  Some  ratlier  astonishing  conclusions  were  reached,  as,  for 
example,  that  Christianity  has  been  hostile  to  literature;  that  the  society 
of  ladies  is  not  beneficial  to  undergraduates;  that  students  who  **know 
of  MTipes  in  (.cillege"*  ought  to  rejx  rt  them  ti>  the  faculty,  and  that  the 
colleges  of  Xew  England  should  not  grailuate  '*  people  of  color.  "  The 
last  question  came  before  the  corporation  long  before  the  debating 
societies  considered  it,  and  the  two  tribunals  reached  the  same  conclu- 
sion. According  to  Sheldon,  in  his  "  History  of  Deerlidd,"  htxy  Prince, 
a  remarkable  colored  woman  and  a  verse-maker  of  some  local  distinction, 
apjieare<l  before  the  trustees — the  date  is  n»>t  gi\  en.  but  it  must  have 
hecn  in  the  early  days  of  r're>idciit  l  ildi — :ind  made  an  eloquent  plea 
for  the  admission  of  her  son  to  the  college.  The  trustees  refused  her 
request. 

Under  whatever  disabilities  the  Williams  students  of  the  second  and 
third  decades  of  tlie  nineteenth  century  may  have  labored,  they  found 
time  to  do  certain  things  which  no  other  students  had  ever  done.  They 
estahlislied  the  first  Natural  Hist<»ry  Society,  the  first  Anti-Slavery  So- 
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dety.  atul  probably  the  first  Temperance  Society  ever  orqranized  in  an 
American  college.  TIic  Xatnral  History  Society  iK'gau  ahmit  i<*^25. 
After  a  time  it  was  discontiimeU,  but  a  ix?nnaiieiit  revival  of  it  took 
place  in  1S35.  The  date  of  the  organization  of  the  Anti-Slavery  So- 
ciety is  unknown  to  the  present  writer.  It  must  have  been  previous  to 
the  Fourth  of  July,  1827,  since  at  that  time  an  oration  was  delivered 
before  it.  followed  by  an  or!g:inal  hymn — "The  .African's  Freedom 
Sf^nq:  " — which  the  stii<leiits  «if  the  collej^e  sun^.  Anniversaries  of  the 
society  were  aNo  hel  l  in  i8jH,  iXji)  atul  According  to  'J'lu-  Amer- 

ican Adl>ocatc,  the  oration  for  1828  was  '*  chaste,  pertinent  and  manly," 
and  the  poem  "  highly  creditable  to  the  talents  of  the  author."  In  1829 
there  was  an  oration  and  two  [wems — "An  Ode  "  and  "  The  Song  of 
the  ^ve."  The  oration  denounced  slavery  and  applauded  the  G>loni- 
zation  Society  as  oflFering  a  practicable  escape  from  the  e^Hls  of  it.  "  The 
Song  of  the  Slave."  set.  we  are  told,  tn  "a  pathetic  air."  was  sung^  at 
the  ci>nclusioii  of  the  exercises  \\  e  copy  three  ut  the  six  quatrains  from 
The  American  Adimatc  i»£  July  8,  1829: 

"  From  ilic  iilains  uf  tlic  South,  as  in  t>eauty  they  lay. 

With  their  siopinR  -si<lcs  ki*.-.(.(l  by  tho  ootan's  green  wave, 
As  he  bent  o'er  his  toil  at  the  close  of  the  day, 
Came  sad  and  desponding  the  song  of  the  slave— 

"  In  the  land  of  the  stranger,  despised  and  forlorn. 

We  drakr  "in  mir  lives  'r.i-:iih  tlic  st-iiuri^c  .'ind  the  chain. 
Our  name  a  reproach,  our  sufTcring  a  scum. 
We  cry  for  relief  from  oppression  in  vain. 

"  'O  yet  while  the  vengeance  of  heav'n  i>  tlelaycd. 

Ere  your  crimes  shall  Inve  filled  up  ihe  ctip  of  your  woe; 

In  pity  relent  nt  (lie  wreck  ye  have  ni.i<le. 

And  bind  up  the  hearts  that  lie  bleeding  and  low.'" 

"  The  Williams  College  Tcnijierate  Society  '*  was  formed  in  July, 
1827,  with  fifty-seven  members.    'Ibey  adopted  a  constitution  which 
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prohibited  the  use  of  anient  spmXa  and  wine  except  "  for  wounds,  in 
case  of  sickness,  by  the  advice  of  a  physician,  at  the  sacrament,  or  when 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  life."*   Tliis  i>Ie«l^  was  rejt^rded  by 
some  as  unnecessarily  stringent.  an«l  f)ccasi<)nc«l  no  little  criticism.    "  It 
is  true."  said  the  advocates  of  it.  "  we  were  alutid  of  public  opiniun. 
We  liad  taken  high  and  tun  el  g^rotind,  in  which  the  public  were  not  pre- 
pared to  sustain  us.   *   *   *   But  we  are  not  of  the  number  of  those 
who  idly  pretend  that  we  must  metely  keep  pace  with  puUic  opinion  on 
this  subject  and  not  attempt  to  lead  it."  The  dissatisfaction  resulted  in 
the  autumn  of  1827  in  the  formation  of  a  second  ormMnization  with  a 
milder  c< iii>titiUion — "The  Xew  TenijK'r.incc  S'xicty  of  Williams  Col- 
lege."  At  the  annual  meeting  «»f  i.Sj8  this  society  jxissed  a  lexilutKm  de- 
claring "  that  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  in  any  quantity  by  the  student  is 
most  sincerely  to  be  dq)recated."   Members  of  the  older  organization 
thought  that  men  who  could  say  no  more  than  that  were  hardly  worthy 
of  admission  into  the  ranks  of  temperance  workers,  e^iedally  as  they 
laid  no  restriction  whatever  on  the  use  of  wine.   The  new  society  li&j- 
ple  seem  to  lia\c  iK'en  very  much  ali\e  to  criticism.    "  We  ha\c  met 
with  op]x  sition,"  they  dirlare  in  their  rejjoil  <il  the  amiual  meetin,y;  lor 
18.29,  **  with  opposition  from  tliose  whose  Ixihhlinjjs  we  fear  not,  and 
whose  praise  would  disgrace  us.   •   ♦  ♦   The  effects  of  their  bigotry 
will  recoil  on  themselves.  We  would  smile  at  their  malice  if  we  did  not 
pity  the  ignorance  that  produces  it!"   On  the  Fourth  of  July,  1829, 
oratiuns  were  delivered  liefore  both  societies— one  of  them  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  the  other  in  the  aftcnmon. 

Another  sipi  of  pn>crrt'ss  was  the  publication  of  a  colleg'c  paper, 
The  Adclphi,  the  first  miniber  ai)i»caring  August  18th,  1H31,  and  the 
last  July  9th,  1832.  It  was  a  creditable  enterprise,  llie  young  men 
who  contributed  to  it,  however  they  may  have  acquired  the  aUlity,  wrote 
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very  respectable  English.  Among'  the  subjects  which  th^  discussed 
were  Gibbon,  the  political  character  of  Milton,  "Alas,  Poor  Yorrick," 

Ruhver's  novels,  .-ind  the  ix>etry  of  Willis.  Wliittier,  Bryant.  H.  K. 
White  .''.nd  Scott.  In  the  valetlicton-  is-^ue  the  editor  complains  that 
his  laljors  have  lieen  o£  almost  herculcati  dinicnsions.  He  says  that  he 
has  been  obliged  to  sweep  the  college  with  a  drag,  to  search  old  drawers* 
to  turn  upside  down  the  neglected  contents  of  old  closets,  and  to  pry  into 
every  nook  and  comer  of  the  institution  in  his  seardi  for  contributions. 
"And  then,"  he  goes  on  to  say,  "  it  has  been  our  pleasant  task  to  review, 
criticise,  conccl.  .Hnpliiy,  ]Kiint.  dash  and  interrogate  said  comix *siti<ins 
and  condense  the  substance  of  them  in  our  paper."  Evidently  this  editor 
drew  a  fairly  lone:  bow. 

The  Adelphi  of  April  26th,  1832,  contains  a  lively  <lescription  of 
an  obsolete  college  custom  which  dates  back  almost  to  the  beginning  of 
the  institution — dip  Day.  Dioing  the  winter  a  large  amount  of 
debris  collected  atiout  the  buildings  from  the  ch(»i)])in]Lr  and  sawing  of 
fire-wood,  and  in  the  siM-inj™-  the  students  (recitations  Wwvj^  suspended) 
rlcvi)tc<l  a  day  to  clcarinj,'  it  up.  In  18,^2  this  Chi])  Day  seems  to  have 
passed  otY  with  utiusual  cci.it.  '"At  length  it  came,"  .•^ays  the  writer, 
"  and  a  beautiful  one  it  was.  The  laughing  stm  shone  brightly  and  not 
a  cloud  darkened  the  azure  concave.  *  *  *  'Hurrah!  hurrah!' 
echoed  through  our  halls.  *  We  have  the  day,  hurrah!  hurrah! ' "  The 
Wg,  disfiguring  piles  of  chips  were  quickly  removed.  A  procession 
followed  in  v  hich  the  chipmen  became  a  martial  tnKip,  brcwnns  and 
brushes  served  as  flaestafifs.  and  <hect<  and  liandkcrchiefs  as  floating 
pennons.  "Our  quiet,  beautiful  town  of  the  vale  has  not  seen  so  im- 
posing a  sight  this  many  a  day." 

There  are  two  other  holidays  which,  according  to  an  editorial  writer 
in  The  WiUiams  Quarteriy  ior  June,  1856,  it  has  always  been  customaiy 


Digitized  by  Google 


BERKSHIRE  COUNTY 


57 


for  the  faculty  to  grant — Gravel  Day  and  Mountain  Day.  "  We  say  al- 
ways— at  least  the  memory  of  man  nmneth  not  to  the  contran." 
Tliiin.i;h  their  exact  date  may  be  doubtful,  neitlicr  of  tbein  can  claim 
the  antiquity  of  Chip  Da\  .  Gravel  Day  was  devoted  to  rqmiring  the 
walks  on  the  canipus,  which,  in  consequence  of  the  clayey  character 
of  the  soil,  were  often  in  a  wretched  condition.  The  only  one  of  these 
holidays  which  still  sun'ives  is  Mountain  Day.  In  the  nature  of  the 
case  t!ie  dtlicrs  were  tciuj»<  rary.  Tliey  t^rew  (tut  of  the  crude,  jtriiiiitive 
conditions,  and  passed  away  with  them.  But  Mountain  Day  lias  quite 
another  foiuidation.  It  is  designed  to  call  the  attention  of  students  in 
an  emphatic  way  to  the  extraordinary  scenic  beauties  of  the  region. 
The  raifon  d'etre  for  this  custom  has  strengthened  with  the  lapse  of 
time,  as  the  c^rowtli  of  the  colicg^e.  the  addition  of  new  buildings  to  the 
plant,  have  investetl  the  landscajie  with  a  larger  human  interest.  In  the 
summer  of  1838  Nathaniel  Hawtliome  spent  a  month  in  the  neighbor- 
hoot!  and  did  not  fail  to  appreciate  this  Northern  Berkshire  wonder- 
land. The  view  of  Williamstown  which  he  described  was  at  a  distance 
of  two  or  three  miles,  and  he  saw  "  a  white  village  and  a  steeple  in  a 
gradual  hollow  with  high  mountainous  swells,  hcavinti  themselves  up^ 
like  immense  subsiding  waves,  far  and  wide  around  it.  On  tliese  higlh 
mountain  waves  rested  the  white  summer  clouds.  *  It  was  like 

a  day-dream  to  look  at,  and  the  students  ought  to  be  day-dreamers,  all 
of  them — when  cloud-land  is  one  and  the  same  thing  with  the  sub- 
stantial earth." 

In  it<33  i'rcsidait  Ciriftin  s  health  bt^aii  tu  tail,    it  had  become  so 
far  impaired  in  1835  ^'^^  unable  to  attend  to  his  college  duties. 

According  to  The  Boston  Recorder  for  June  21st,  it  was  announced  that 
his  place  as  instructor  of  the  Senior  class  would  be  supplied  by  Mr. 
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Hopkins,  "the  very  able  and  popular  Professor  of  Moral  Philosophy 

and  l^lictoric." 

I'rcsi'lcKt  (jriffin  rcsij;ncil  in  iSjf),  and  t(X)\i  a  tiiial  leave  of  VVill- 
iamstown  in  Septenihcr.  His  departure  was  marked  by  unusual  demon- 
strations of  affection.  These  demonstrations  were  eminently  fittmg.  as 
he  had  saved  the  institution  from  extinction  and  established  it  on  a 
permanent  foundation.  The  declaration  of  Dr.  Samud  H.  Cox  at  the 
Commencement  of  1856  that,  but  for  President  Griflfin,  Williams  College 
"wuuld  have  l)een  securely  anchoretl  amonp  the  sunken  rccts  of  obliv- 
ion," is  simply  an  emphatic  enunciation  of  the  truth.  His  impressive  per- 
sonality, his  eloquence,  which  often  rose  to  a  commanding  pitch,  and  his 
wide  reputation  among  the  churches,  enabled  him  to  do  what  probably 
no  other  man  could  have  done:  And  withal,  during  these  years  when 
the  fate  of  the  college  was  tremUing  in  the  balance^  it  succeeded  in  edu- 
cating and  sending  out  into  the  world  men  of  whom  it  has  no  occasion 
to  he  ashamed.  Amcjii^  tliem  were  eleven  C'i»lleij;'e  Presidents,  eiglit 
College  Professors,  eight  Judges,  nine  memljers  of  Cungress,  and  a 
goodly  number  of  ])rofessional  and  business  men. 

The  i6th  of  August,  1836,  is  memorable  in  the  annals  of  the  col- 
lege, since  on  that  day  the  man  who  became  "  beyond  all  question  the 
most  conspicuous  figure  •  *  *  during  the  first  century  of  its  ex- 
istence," was  electctl  President.  For  this  auspicious  event  a  negative  sort 
lit  credit  i>  all  th.it  can  he  auardcd  !<>  (lie  trustees.  r.\  idcntly  they  did 
not  know  a  hawk  fntm  a  hand.saw,  since,  wlicn  Doctor  (iriltin  retiretl, 
they  |)roinptly  elected  as  his  successor  the  Kev.  Dr.  Absalom  Peters,  a 
man  with  no  aptitude  whatever  for  the  place,  and  that,  too,  when  Mark 
Hopkins  was  a  member  of  the  faculty  and  had  made  an  extraordinary 
impression  upon  the  college.  Whether  the  trustees,  if  there  had  been 
no  inter\'ention.  would  have  finally  elected  him  to  the  presidency,  is  more 
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than  dcMibtfiil.   This  fortunate  intervention  came  from  the  students,  who 

in  this  partictilar  instance  were  wiser  than  their  official  prnardians.  "  If 
the  b^n  s  want  him."  «ai<l  the  Rev.  Dr.  Sanuiel  Shei)anl.  senior  member 
and  \  ice  president  of  the  Inward,  witli  a  fine  magnanimity,  "  let  them  have 
him."  What  the  gitntnds  of  hesitation  were  is  mostly  a  matter  of  con- 
jecture. It  was  not  their  first  hesitation  in  regard  to  Mark  Hopkins. 
When  they  met  in  1830  to  elect  a  successor  to  Professor  Porter  in  the 
chair  of  Moral  Philosophy  and  Rhetoric,  Dr.  Durfee,  in  his  "  Biograph- 
ical Annals,"  says  that  there  was  a  diflFerence  of  opinion  among-  them 
as  to  the  most  suitable  ca)iili<lat('  riii<l  th  tt  the  ^invch  of  n  newlv  eU*cte<l 
nienil)er,  (  nlonel  TIenry  \\'.  Ehvight,  of  St< »ckl)ri<l.ufc.  turned  the  scale 
and  secured  the  election  of  his  townsman.  "  For  this."  in  the  opinion 
of  Dr.  Durfee.  "  he  is  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  alumni." 

The  trustees  in  1836  may  have  thought  Professor  Hopkins  too 
young  for  the  post,  as  he  was  only  thirty-four  vears  old.  Or  possibly 
they  may  have  misread  the  sicrn'ficance  of  his  ]X)i>u!arity.  interpreting 
it  as  nothinsj  more  than  a  by-]>r<  tduct  of  e.'f^v  class  rinun  methods. 

It  was  soon  apparent  to  the  most  careless  observers  tliat  no  mistake 
had  been  made.  The  board  of  trustees  quickly  got  into  line.  In  the 
course  of  a  few  years  the  personnel  of  it  changed  vtcy  considerably. 
Among  the  earliest  of  the  new  members  was  Dr.  Henry  Lyman  Sabin, 
of  Williamstown,  who  continued  in  office  forty-six  years  and  was  a 
close  friend  of  the  President.  Within  the  first  decade  the  Rev.  Dr. 
X'ermilye,  Charles  Stoddard.  b"s(|..  the  Ro\ .  Dr.  Robbins.  (Governor 
Briggs,  (iox  ernor  W  ashburn,  and  the  Kcv.  Dr.  TtHld.  also  l.)ecanie  mem- 
bers of  the  board. 

The  new  President  was  born  in  Stockbriflge,  in  Southern  Berk- 
shire, and  in  1824  graduated  in  Northern  Berkshire,  where  he  spent 
almost  the  entire  subsequent  period  of  his  long  life.  The  year  follow- 
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ing  his  graduation  he  tan^t  in  StnckbridRe  and  attended  the  Pittsfidd 

Medical  School.  Tlicii  f<>llr)\\e«l  two  vears  of  service  at  \Villiam<5  as 
tutor.  Tn  1827  he  rc>iimie<I  lii^  tiu^^riral  'itiuHes.  and  in  i8_h)  reixi\e*l  the 
degree  of  M.  D.    His  election  in  to  a  professorship  diverted  hini 

from  the  practice  of  medicine  and  changied  his  whole  plan  of  life.  The 
American  Ath.H>cah^  of  September  8th.  1830.  contains  in  its  account  of 
Commencement  the  folkmnng  colorless  announcement:  "Dr.  Mark 
Hopkins,  of  Ne«'  York  City,  formerly  a  tutor  in  the  college,  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  professorship  of  Moral  Philosophy  and  Rhetoric,  vacant 
by  tlie  death  of  the  IrMnente*!  IVofes«;i.r  Porter."' 

President  lloiikins,  who  was  inducted  into  pthce  at  the  ojKniing  of 
the  collefi^  year  in  the  autumn  of  1836.  devoted  his  inaugural  address 
to  a  discussion  of  education  in  general  and  to  setting  forth  his  plans 
for  the  college.  "  T  have  no  ambition."  he  said,  *'  to  build  up  here 
vdiat  would  be  called  a  great  institution."  So  late  as  the  Commence- 
ment of  1884  he  reaffirmed  this  statement  and  declared  that  fifty  stu- 
dents a  year — two  hundred  in  all — would  ctintcnt  hini.  Rut  he  was 
anxious  at  the  >iHtsct  and  always,  that  "  here  may  be  health  and  cheerful 
study  ami  kinrl  teclines  an<l  pure  morals." 

Mark  Hopkins  iield  the  oflice  of  President  for  thirty-six  years.  On 
the  material  side,  in  the  matter  of  brick  and  mortar  and  endowment, 
his  administration  made  a  very  creditable  showing.  Nine  buildings  were 
erected, — an  .Astronomical  Observatory,  South  College,  East  Cc^l^ie, 
I^wrence  Hall,  Kellogp  Hall.  Jacksrwi  Hall,  the  old  Chapel,  Goodrich 
Mall,  and  College  Hall. — while  the  prodnetive  funds  ros<-  trim  SJ5. OOO 
to  ^^3tx».(xx).  There  were  times  in  this  jiericxl  when  hope  iiad  heavy 
accuiuUs  to  settle  with  tear.  The  total  destruction  of  the  old  East  Col- 
lege in  1841  by  hre  brought  tlie  institution  into  serious  financial  straits. 
Not  less  grave  was  the  emergency  on  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War, 
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when  sixty  students  left  the  college  in  six  months,  when  prices  were 
prcatly  increased  and  the  income  fell  off  alarmingly.    Thr<>iij.,di  these 

ami  otlier  j;ra\c  cri^^es  the  iiistituti'Mi  \\;'.s  siiocessfullv  pilnterl. 

To  President  Ho|jkins.  however,  tlie  executive  details  of  cnllegc 
administration  had  no  particular  attraction.  He  managed  them  with 
good  success,  but  his  genius  lay  elsewhere — lay  in  the  qualities  which 
made  him  the  foremost  teacher  of  coll^  students  in  his  time.  These 
qualities  had  their  source  largely  in  his  personality.  He  owed  little  to 
technical  scholarship  or  original  investigation  or  wide  reading.  To 
frc-.hen  familiar  idea<,  to  set  them  t<  rth  in  their  completest  and  most 
attractive  torni,  was  his  province.  Keen,  incisive,  kindly,  able  to  invest 
even  the  profounder  questions  of  philosopliy  with  a  fascinating  interest, 
he  made  his  class  room  a  luminous  and  insfuring  place.  He  taught  ioc 
fifty-nine  years  in  Williams  College,  and  that  is  a  capital  fact  in  its 
history. 

Am  ther  jxiint  i.s  worthy  of  notice.  For  a  loiijj  ijcrifxl  Dr.  iloj>- 
kins  lx'k)nge<i,  like  Janies  Martineau  in  Manchester  College,  to  the 
class  of  teachers  which  have  l)eeii  called  "  pluralists  "  as  distinguished 
from  *'  specialists," — teachers  who  meet  the  pitpil  at  many  points  rather 
than  a  single  point,  so  that  the  latter  feels  the  **  full  weight  of  their 
intellect  and  character."  During  the  twenty  years  after  his  election  to 
the  presidency  he  "  taught  all  the  studies  of  the  Senior  Oass,  corrected 
all  liieir  literary  exercises,  and  i)rcache<l  lince  every  Sabbath."  Such  a 
range  of  work  for  a  single  in.struct«.r,  niuisual  at  any  time,  is  of  course 
no  loi^ier  practicable.  The  contrast  between  the  Senior  year  of  1856- 
56  and  that  of  1905-06,  when. the  teadiing  force  concerned  numbers 
more  than  a  score,  is  at  least  interesting. 

The  accession  of  President  Hopkins  wrought  no  immediate  and 
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crease  was  slow.  Hie  largest  class  graduating  in  Dr.  Griffin's  day  num- 
bered thirty-two.   During  the  first  five  years  of  the  administration  of 

his  successor  that  total  was  surpassed  only  once.  \Vhi1e  the  stuflents 
(lisco\  cre(l  at  an  early  day  that  I 'resident  Hopkins  was  a  remarkable 
man.  the  public  did  not  beg^in  to  accord  him  much  recognition  until 
after  the  Semi-centennial  in  1843.  That  anniversary,  though  conditions 
were  just  then  depressing,  as  the  Old  East  Coll^np  burned  down  two 
years  before  and  the  plans  for  raising  funds  had  not  prospered  very 
well,  was  celebrated  with  great  enthusiasm.  And  the  one  signal  event 
of  this  anniversary,  an  event  which  lifted  it  hi^h  above  all  routine  and 
coninioiij>lare,  was  the  nratinn  <>f  I'resident  ir<>i)kin<.  Xot  more  than 
two  or  three  of  Uie  baccalaureate  sernK»ns,  even,  whicli  illuminated  sub- 
sequent commencements,  rival  it  in  intellectual  force,  in  breadth  of 
tliought  and  artistic  temper.  The  oration  attracted  immediate  attention, 
and  was  the  b^inning  of  the  larger  recognition  of  his  g«iius>. 

One  striking  feature  of  the  preceding  administration  was  greatly 
modified.  The  revivalism  which  constituted  so  prominent  and  dramatic 
a  feature  in  the  Williams  College  of  i8ji-.Vn  cuiikl  hardly  continue  to 
be  wliat  it  had  been.  The  bent  o£  President  Hopkins'  mind  was  phil- 
osophic and  rationalizing  rather  than  emotional  and  declamatory.  He 
set  his  students  to  a  serious  and  reverent  study  of  man— of  his  physical, 
intellectual  and  spiritual  characteristics.  Here  the  dominant  note  was 
hardly  revivalistic.  Yet  there  was  no  lack  of  intensity  and  fervor  in 
the  religious  disi>ensation  which  followed  on  the  passing  of  Dr.  Griffin. 
The  aj)()Stle  of  this  new  religious  life  was  nut  th.e  President,  but  his 
bn-tlicr.  Albeit  Hopkins — a  man  ot  intense,  retincd,  injetic  spirituality. 
He  had  tlie  fervor,  the  visionary  eye  and  ear,  and  the  dramatic  sensi- 
bility of  the  greater  Hebrew  prophets.  The  chief  organ  of  his  rdigious 
work  was  a  noon  prayer  meeting  which,  beginning  in  1832,  survived  for 


Digitized  by  Google 


BERKSHIRE  COUNTY 


65 


forty  years.  Professcn:  Hopkins  not  only  founded  it,  but  continued  to 
be  the  life  and  soul  of  tt  to  the  end. 

The  noon  prayer  iiieclini,'  was  essentially  devotional.  Oue^tions  of 
tlicology  never  obtriuled  ujxm  it.  But  the  field  of  dogmatics  was  not 
neglected.  "  Vincent  on  the  Catechism  "  became  a  part  of  the  curric- 
ulum at  an  early  day.  President  Hopkins  retained  the  bode  and  gave 
up  Saturday  mornings  to  a  discussion  and  exposition  of  its  contents. 
All  the  great  doctrines  of  the  Christian  faith  were  considered  in  the 
course  of  the  year,  and  the  splendid  genitis  of  the  mstnictor  never  showed 
to  better  advantage  than  in  some  of  these  weekly  exercises. 

From  i83<)  to  1872  the  exi>ectancy  and  enthusiasm  of  Williams  stu- 
dents centered  in  Msuic  Hopkins.  "  Senior  year,  whidi  gave  us  the 
privilege  of  his  instruction,"  wrote  Professor  W.  D.  Whitn^,  of  the 
class  of  1845,  "  was  the  period  eagerly  looked  forward  to  all  the  way 
through  college,  *  *  *  and,  like  other  classes  before  and  after  us, 
we  \\  ere  \]<  >t  <lisa|)ix linted."  Yet  it  would  he  a  mistake  ti>  supp'  ise  that 
no  intellectual  interests  were  abroad  in  these  days  except  those  which 
gathered  about  the  president  In  1838  an  observatory  was  completed* 
the  first  permanent  building  of  the  kind  in  this  country,  and  conse- 
quently, in  the  words  of  Professor  Safford,  a  striking  landmark  in  the 
history  of  American  astronomy.  The  observatory  was  planned  and 
built  by  Albert  Hopkins,  who  three  yenrs  before  led  a  scientific  expedi- 
tion to  Nova  Scotia  to  ob.serve  the  high  tides  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy  and 
to  make  collections  in  the  interest  of  natural  history.  It  was  a  pioneer 
expedition,  nothing  of  the  sort  having  been  undertaken  before  by  our 
colleges,  and  attracted  the  attention  of  European  scholars  Subse- 
quently other  scientific  expeditions  were  undertaken,— one  to  Florida,. 
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eloquence  and  entiiusiasni«  revived  the  interest  in  natural  science.  Pro- 
fessor Phillips  had  few.  if  any,  superiors  as  a  teacher  of  Gredc;  Pro- 
fessor Carter  cfive  distinction  to  the  (lcp.'irtnient  of  l^itin;  Dr.  Bascom 
intro<iuced  three  subjects— l-'inc  Art.  KngHsh  Litenitnre  and  Swiology 
— into  the  curriculum  before  they  liaU  obtained  much  recognition  in 
other  institutions,  and  discussed  them  widi  unwonted  power  and  bril- 
liancy. Professor  Penys  work  in  Political  Economy  was  of  a  high 
order  and  importance.  "  From  1866  to  1870^"  according  to  Professor 
Bullock,  of  Harvard  University,  ''after  the  appearance  of  Professor 
Perry's  book,  the  study  of  Poh'tical  Economy  can  be  said  to  have  been 
as  prominent  at  WilHams  as  ahnost  anywhere  in  the  United  States. 
Woolsey  at  Yale,  Lieber  at  Columbia,  and  Bowen  at  Harvard  *  *  * 
are  about  the  only  men  who  were  better  known  than  Professor  Perry; 
and,  in  the  field  of  Political  Economy  proper,  Perry's  work  was  of 
greater  importance  than  that  of  these  men." 

This  catalogue  is  by  no  means  complete.  Other  men  there  were 
quite  worthy  of  a  place  in  it,  but  enoug^h  has  l>een  said  to  show  that  the 
teaching  staff  i  f  this  period  was  nf  no  ordinary  character. 

The  relations  of  students  and  faculty  in  Dr.  Hopkins'  time  were 
generally  pleasant  His  attitude  toward  them  was  always  kindly;  he 
never  fell  into  the  bad  way  of  looking  upon  them  as  the  adverse  party 
which  must  be  regarded  with  suspicion  and  treated  with  reserve.  Only 
one  serious  disturbance  occurred  in  his  time — ^the  rebellion  of  1868— 
and  that  broke  out  in  his  absence  and  was  quickly  composed  on  his 
return.  Fines  were  still  the  prevailing  jienalty  for  the  lesser  otTcnses. 
As  usual,  we  lind  a  considerable  variety  of  conduct  which  came  under 
the  ban,  some  of  which  docs  not  now  seem  to  be  so  very  black.  Sleep- 
ing out  of  one's  room,  failure  to  recite  the  morning  after  Thanksgiving, 
littering  the  halls  with  the  bones  of  chickens  surr^itiousty  eaten,  putting 
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np  a  flag:  on  the  Sabbath,  which  happened  to  be  also  the  Fourth  of 
July  Ct84i).  smokinq;  out  Fresbmen,  stamping  in  recitation,  troinsj  to 
Troy  when  excused  to  go  to  Bennington — these  are  among  the  offenses 
for  which  fines  ranging  from  twenty-five  cents  to  five  dollars  were 
imposed. 

During  a  considerate  part  of  the  period  under  consideration  there 
was  an  uncommon  interest  in  the  pubh'c  literary  societies.   Among  the 

subjects  discussed  the  majority  were  jmlitical.  They  included  the  char- 
acter of  Jefferson,  the  aimcxation  of  Mexican  territory,  the  Fugitive 
Slave  law,  the  Kansas  agitation,  the  emancipation  proclamation,  and 
nearly  every  other  important  question  of  contemporary  politics.  In 
these  discussions  a  surprising  conservatism  often  appears.  The  young 
gentlemen  concluded  that  the  Fugitive  Slave  act  was  "  advisable" ;  that 
Old  John  Brown  was  guilty  of  treason  and  therefore  deserved  hanging, 
and  that  Abraham  Lincoln  ought  not  to  l>c  re-elected. 

A  curious  illustration  of  certain  phases  of  the  life  in  these  societies 
is  seen  in  the  abolition  of  the  <^fice  of  Reader.  This  office,  the  chief 
function  of  whidi  was  the  presentation  of  volunteer  commtmications, 
had  been  in  existence  tnany  years,  and  on  the  whole  had  served  an 
amusing  and  useful  purpose.  But  it  was  a  sort  of  thing  that  readily 
lent  itself  to  ahuse.  h^-oni  the  l)cginning  there  had  l)cen  comi)laints  of 
varying  intensity  and  volume.  In  1840  the  character  of  the  communi- 
cations fell  so  low  that  the  Reader  asked  to  be  relieved  from  his  duties. 
His  request  was  granted,  the  office  abolished,  and  the  secretary  directed 
to  draw  up  and  spread  upon  the  records  of  the  society  a  statement 
of  the  reasons  for  this  summary  action.  "  The  pieces  in  this  depart- 
ment," said  the  secretary  in  his  statement,  "tend  directly  to  foster 
vice;  to  excite  hatred,  aniniositv.  revenue  aud  the  like;  to  blunt  the 
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the  Tuind  ideas  the  most  pemTciows  and  polluting ! "  Unless  the  secre- 
tary's indictment  of  this  wicked  institution  is  to  he  taken  with  large 
allowance,  the  Philnlo^iatis  of  i8.}o  ah*>li<.hc<!  it  n-  nc  too  ^non.' 

In  these  later  times  it  is  not  easy  to  understand  the  intense  .ind 
bitter  rivalry  which  often  existed.   A  striking  instance  of  it  ocairred 
in  1850.  President  Hopkins  and  Professor  Tatlock  happened  to  attend 
a  meeting  of  the  Technian  Society,  and  naturally  were  invited  to  speak. 
Being  "  old  Techneans,"  they  both  made  brief  remarks.   This  innocent 
visit  rmised  a  tremendous  indignation  amonjj'  the  Philolog^ians.    At  a 
special  meetins^  they  pa^M'd  a  scries  of  re^' lUitious  dfiioiiiiciny  it  as  -iniiie- 
thing  "  luipreccdentetl  .since  our  connection  with  the  college.  "  as  an  in- 
defensible act  of  favoritism  to  a  rival  society.  "  We  must  and  do  unani> 
mously  protest,"  said  these  much  perturbed  ymmg  men,  "against  all 
such  interference  as  most  unwise  and  ungenerous."  Two  of  their  num- 
ber ser\'ed  as  a  committee  to  present  President  Hopkins  and  Professor 
Tatlock  with  a  co])\  of  the  resolutions.    The  present  writer  lias  no  in- 
fonnati<»n  in  rei^ard  to  the  audience  of  the  couunittce  with  these  gentle- 
men, hut  it  must  have  been  an  interesting  occasion. 

Another  illustration  of  these  absurdly  strained  relations  appears 
in  a  vote»  October  16,  1850,  directing  the  Philolc^ian  secretary  to  pre- 
serve certain  resolutions  as  a  monument  of  Technian  perfidy  too  dis- 
graceful to  be  placed  on  the  records  of  this  society  I " 

It  was  during  President  Hopkins'  administration  that  all  organized 
opposition  on  the  p;irt  ot  the  ^.tudents  to  tiie  (ircek  Letter  fraternities 
came  to  an  end.  The  oldest  of  these  fraternities — the  Kappa  Alplia 
Society — was  founded  in  the  autumn  of  1833  with  fourteen  members. 
Not  only  the  faculty  but  a  majority  of  the  students  looked  upon  the 
innovation  with  disfavor.  About  a  year  later  this  opposition  took  shape 
in  the  organization  of  a  society  called  first  the  Social  and  later  the  Equit- 
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able  Fraternity,  with  the  avowed  "puriH  -i'  <'f  ctnintcractint^  tlic  evil 
tendcticy  of  secret  associatii  n-;."  This  nrjjanization  heg^an  with  a  inetn- 
Ijcfihip  of  thirty.  It  waged  a  twenty-nine  years*  war  a|jfainst  secret 
societies,  and  then  gave  up  the  fight  as  a  lost  cause.  But  final  defeat 
was  preceded  by  some  signal  successes.  At  times  its  membership  was 
large  and  influential.  In  1838  two-thirds  of  all  the  men  in  college 
bdonged  to  it,  and  for  the  next  decade  the  proiKtrtion  seldom  felt  much 
below  one-half.  l'"eeling-  between  the  antagonistic  ro/mV,?  often  ran 
high,  esi>ecia]ly  in  tlie  early  years.  An  illustration  of  the  ruder  col- 
lisions occurre<i  in  1839.  Late  at  night  a  mob  of  Social  Fraternity  men 
are  reported  to  have  visited  the  house  where  the  Kappa  Alphas  were 
in  session  and  to  have  b^n  a  disturbance.  "  One  of  our  members,*' 
said  a  participant  in  the  little  meUe,  **  seized  an  old  Queen  Anne  musket 
and  another  an  andent  sabre,  and  we  all  sallied  forth,  drove  the  gang 
to  the  top  of  Consumption  Hill,  when  we  suddenly  found  ourselves 
confronte<M>y  Profosor  Albert  Hopkins."  His  appearance  brought  the 
hostilities  to  a  sudden  conclusion.  But  the  discussions,  the  warfare  of 
pamphlets  and  personal  appeals  continued  to  the  last.  In  November, 
1855,  two  of  the  Greek  Letter  societies  challenged  the  Equitable  Fra- 
temity  to  a  public  discussion  of  the  question,  "  Resolved,  that  the  anti- 
secret  society  in  college  is  imcalled  for  and  inefficient."  The  latter 
promptly  picked  up  the  g-love  which  they  threw  down,  and  appointed 
James  Ahrani  ( lartield,  .Xndrew  Parsons  ami  (  harles  Stork  as  its  repre- 
sentatives. Formal  articles  of  agreement  regulating  the  di-(  iis>i<  in  were 
drawn  up,  but  the  matter  never  got  beyond  this  point.  The  Greek 
Letter  diampions  finally  withdrew,  pleading  "want  of  time  to  do 
justice  to  the  subject  *'  and  tiie  impoli^  "  of  making  an  excitement  in 
c(^ege."  "  Thus  ended."  said  Garfidd  in  his  report  to  the  sodety,  "  the 
bold  and  chivalrous  attadc  of  the  knights  of  modem  secrecy  on  the  prin- 
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ciples  and  influence  of  the  Equitable  Fraternity  in  Williams  College." 
The  (Ichate  failed,  but  the  cause  whicii  its  advocates  declined  to  risk  in  a 
public  discussion  triumphed.  Eight  years  later,  October  6,  1863,  the 
few  remaining  members  passed  a  vote  "  declaring  the  Anti-Secret  So- 
ciety of  Williams  Coll^  dissolved."  There  were  then  dght  secret 
societies  in  college,  and  the  number  has  now  ( 1905)  increased  to  eleven, 
with  a  menil)ershii)  of  24S,  while  tlic  total  number  of  undergraduates 
is  434.  A  generation  or  two  ago  these  organizations  occupied  rented 
if  not  indifferent  quarters.  At  the  present  time  they  own  some  of  the 
most  costly  and  attractive  houses  in  the  town.  The  advantages  of  com- 
fort, of  prestige  and  social  distinction  which  th^  afford,  are  evident 
Not  less  c\  idcnl  is  the  tact  that  they  draw  a  pretty  sbar])  line  of  demarca- 
tion through  the  college  world,  and  are  the  source,  first  and  last,  of  no 
little  chagrin  and  heart-burning. 

Meanwhile  the  isolation  of  Williamstown  was  slowly  lessening. 
Not  until  1859^  when  the  Troy  and  Boston  Railroad  was  opened,  did 
the  to>\n  possess  any  public  conve\'ances  other  than  stage  coaches.  But 
the  railroad  failed  to  i)lease  everylxnly.  Among  the  croakers  was  the 
editorial  writer  in  tlie  Williams  Quarterly  for  February,  1854.  who 
probably  represented  a  considerable  local  sentiment  "  The  quiet,  rural 
character  of  our  little  village,"  he  complained,  "  is  about  to  be  changed. 
The  stages  which  now  carry  into  town  heaped  loads  of  students  at  the 
beginning  of  every  term,  seeming  to  cut  us  otT  fmm  all  the  busy,  bustling 
world  and  to  leave  us  here  alone  anvuig  the  solemn  hills,  S(X)n  will  be 
remembered  only  by  old  graduates.  *  *  *  Already  the  road  is 
surveyed.  ♦  *  *  Perhaps  it  will  benefit  the  town.  But  we  *  *  * 
doubt/'  and  he  goes  on  to  quote  with  approbation  a  correspondent  who 
declared  that  the  most  **  detestable  "  e\  ent  that  can  befall  a  country  town 
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is  the  advent  of  a  railroaU.  This  lugubrious  correspondent  seems  to 
have  been  a  pre-Rusktnite  in  rural  aesthetics. 

At  the  commencement  of  1886,  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  his  elec- 
tion to  the  presidency  of  the  college.  Dr.  Hopkins  delivered  an  address 
in  which  he  called  attention  to  the  fact  that,  of  the  total  number  of 
graduates,  which  then  amounted  to  2,860,  he  had  taught  2.229.  Many 
of  these  men  have  achieved  distinction  in  the  varimi'?  walks  of  life — 
in  business,  in  the  professions  and  in  literature.  It  is  obviously  impos- 
sible to  present  in  this  connection  any  adequate  account  of  them.  Noth- 
ing more  will  be  attempted  than  a  passing  reference  to  three  or  four 
of  -  this  honorable  company  who  are  no  longer  living.  In  the  line  of 
scholarship,  the  first  name  is  undoubtedly  that  of  Professor  William 
D.  Whitney,  of  the  class  of  1845 — president  of  the  American  Oriental 
Society  and  of  the  American  Philological  Association.  Knight  of  the 
Prussian  Order  Pour  le  Merite,  cditor-in-chiei  of  the  "  Century  Dic- 
tionary," author  of  numerous  works  on  Oriental  and  linguistic  subjects. 
Two  of  President  Hopkins'  pupils  rose  to  a  national  prominence  in 
politics — ^John  James  Ingalls,  of  the  class  of  1855,  senator  from  Kansas 
for  three  terms;  and  James  Abram  Garfield,  of  the  class  of  1856,  twen- 
tieth president  of  the  United  States.  Senator  In^Us  was  a  notable 
figure  in  tlie  <kl>ates  of  the  tipiK-r  house.  The  galleries  were  thronged 
whenever  he  .^pokc.  IIi>  oratory,  always  clear,  luiniiions.  clothed  in 
admirable  English,  sometimes  rose  to  a  stately  and  |K)lisiied  eloquence. 
In  power  of  sarcasm  and  invective  he  had  few  rivals,  and  it  is  said  that 
he  never  lost  an  opportunity  to  indulge  in  this  rather  trouUesome  gift. 
Even  in  his  college  days  it  seems  to  have  been  quite  fully  developed, 
and  did  not  tend  to  increase  his  p.  pnlarity.  An  article  of  his.  **  A  Brace 
of  College  Characters,"  whieh  left  nothing  to  |»c  desired  in  the  line 
of  vituperation,  api>eared  in  I'lie  W  illiams  ijmrtcrly  for  September, 
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1855.  TTie  article  l)egan  at  a  furious  j>acc  and  kept  it  up  to  the  end. 
"  All  over  the  world  may  be  found  a  class  of  bifurcated  things  by 
courtesy  called  men,  *  *  *  cringing'  apes  who  cut  peas  with  a 
two-pronged  fork;  *  *  *  man^milliners  who  sell  tfidr  birthright 
for  pins  and  ribbons;  posture-masters  who  smirk  and  diddle;  vitalized 
tailors'  models;  animated  wip:  and  whisker  blocks:  locomotive  essence 
shops;  peripatetic  epitomes  of  whatever  is  mean  in  conception  and  con- 
temptible in  practice! "  Senator  Ingalls  had  another  and  a  poetic  side, 
which  appears  in  his  well-known  sonnet  "Opportunity,"  and  in  his 
toudiing  "Threnodia:  A  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Chester  Butler." 
The  poet  who  sang 


"  1  he  God-beloved  die  young :  but  not  in  vain 
Their  early  &te,  their  incoropleted  years; 

.  For  hope  survives  the  grave,  the  loss,  the  pain, 
Though  memory  smite  the  Horeb  heart  to  tears. 
A  holy  spell  of  power 

Speaks  from  their  tomb^  for  consolation  given: 
'Earth  has  the  fragrance  of  the  perfect  flower. 
The  fruit  matures  in  heaven.' " 


is  quite  other  than  the  politician  who  sneered  at  the  "  purification  of 
politics  as  an  iridescent  dream." 

Garfield  came  to  Williams  from  Hiram  Institute  in  Ohio.  This 

step  he  always  rej^irded  as  pectdiarly  t'lTtuiiate.  The  l)eauty  of  the 
Northern  Berkshires  ap|>ealed  to  iiim  strDiigly,  and  many  traces  of  its 
influence  appear  in  his  contributions  to  the  CoUege  Quarterly,  which 
were  rather  frequent  Two  of  his  poems  which  appeared  in  this  period- 
ical— Memory"  and  "Autumn" — have  more  than  ordinary  merit 
The  following  lines  from  the  latter  show  it  at  its  best: 


the  weather  god,  descending  from  the  skies, 

Hm  reached  the  mountain  torn  and  decked  their  hrowii 
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His  essays  in  The  Quarterly  intlicate  a  relatively  wide  range  of  lit- 
erary interest — an  elaborate  review  of  the  lile  and  writings  of  Karl 
Theodor  Koraer  being  one  of  the  best  of  them.  Though  he  was  a  good 
general  scholar  and  took  a  great  interest  in  ddiating,  the  personality 
and  teaching  of  President  Hopkins  were  the  paramount  factors  in  his 
imdertjradiiale  life.  IK-  bail  a  i;rcat  afFcctidii  fur  the  cnHei^c.  aiul  was 
on  his  way  to  attend  the  ctmiincnccincnt  nf  i88i  when  Guitcau  shot  him. 
"  Next  to  the  assassination  of  Lincoln,  "  wrote  Senator  Hoar  in  his 
AutoNography,  ''his  death  was  the  greatest  national  misfortune  ever 
caused  to  this  country  by  the  loss  of  a  single  life.*' 

Scarcely  less  notable  in  its  way  was  the  career  of  General  Samuel 
C.  Armstrong,  of  the  class  of  1862,  who  in  iH<j8  luunded  Hampton 
Institute.  This  school  and  its  graduates  (Booker  Washington  is  one 
of  them)  are  probably  doing  quite  as  much  as  any  other  agen^  in  the 
field  toward  a  solution  of  our  vexed  race  problems.  General  Armstrong 
used  to  say  that  the  inspiration  and  method  of  his  work  came  from 
Mark  Hopkins  and  \\'illian)s  ("Mllet^e. 

In  1872,  when  he  had  reached  the  aj,'e  "f  seventy,  Mark  Hopkins 
resigned  tlie  presidency,  and  Professor  Paul  A.  Chadboume,  of  the 
class  of  1848,  was  chosen  as  his  successor — ^a  sort  of  position  not  wholly 
new  to  him,  as  for  brief  periods  he  had  been  president  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Agricultural  College  and  of  the  L  niversity  of  Wisconsin. 
President  Qiadbourne  was  a  man  of  slender  frame,  with  a  tuic,  scholarly 
head — ^versatile  and  incessantly  active.  Though  a  manufacturer,  a 
student  of  theology  and  medicine,  his  proper  work  lay  in  the  domain 
of  science.  He  had  a  passion  for  exploration,  leading  an  expedition 
to  Newfoimdiand  in  1855,  to  Florida  in  1857,  to  Greenland,  Iceland  and 
Norway  in  1859,  and  again  to  Greenland  in  1801.   He  began  his  work 
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at  Williams  in  1S53,  when  he  was  appointed  professor  of  Chemistiy 

and  Botany. 

At  tlie  inauffurntion  of  President  ChadWourne  the  must  iK  tahlc  ut- 
terance was  undoubtedly  Dr.  Hopkins'  address  of  welcome.  It  was 
natural  that  in  these  valedictoiy  words,  which  marked  the  conclusion  of 
his  thirty-six  years*  presidency,  he  should  speak  of  the  past  as  well  as 
the  future.  An  emphatic  note  in  his  address  was  the  warning  against 
crude,  indifferent,  ineiqierienced  teaching.  "  A  college  is  like  a  light- 
house," he  said.  "  The  structure  may  be  vast  but  if  the  Hg^it  at  its  top 
be  dim,  it  is  good  for  nothing."  His  own  tcacliini;  ha^l  Iktii  the  para- 
mount leature  in  the  college  lOr  nearly  four  decades.  Before  his  time 
the  dominant  intellectual  interest  had  been  scientific,  a  consequence 
largely  of  tiie  distinguished  ability  of  Professor  Oiester  Dewey  and  the 
brief  but  brilliant  lectureship  of  Amos  Eaton.  With  the  advent  of 
Mark  Hopkins  the  intenser  interest  of  Williams  students  shifted  to 
philosophy. 

President  Chadbounie  entered  upon  his  work  with  characteristic 
energy  and  confidence.  Whether  he  fully  realized  the  difticulties  of  the 
situation  is  somewhat  doubtful.  His  administration  was  the  oranecting 
link  between  the  old  and  the  new  Williams— a  function  that  necessarily 
involved  some  irritations  and  disappointments.  He  was  an  attractive 
teacher,  but  his  relations  to  the  students  seemed  to  change  for  the 
worse  when  he  became  president.  It  is  quite  jHissible  that  he  attempted 
a  system  of  supervision  more  rigid  than  wise.  At  all  events,  in  1877 
the  members  of  the  faculty  undertook  police  duties  in  addition  to  their 
Other  labors.  They  served  in  rotaticm  as  "officers  of  the  day,"  and 
were  expected  to  bring  to  book  collegiate  disturbers  of  the  peace. 
This  uncomfortable  business  was  undertaken  at  the  request  of  the  presi- 
dent, who  had  managed  it  himself  during  the  preceding  five  years  and 
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with  no  large  success.  I  desire  to  be  "  leliexed."  lie  said,  "  trmn  a 
portion  of  that  supervision  which  I  had  found  it  necessary  to  exercise 
since  1  came  here  as  president.  *  *  *  Freedom  of  the  students 
does  not  require  n^lect/'  Whether  he  may  have  carried  the  policy  of  . 
supervision  to  excess  or  not.  President  Giadboume  never  spared  him- 
self  in  his  work.  "  I  have  shrank  from  no  labor  or  trouble,"  he  codd 
say  with  entire  truth.  *'  in  seeking  the  welfare  «>f  the  college."  In  it 
all  he  had  a  gallant  bearing  which  ctmiiK-ls  our  admiration.  Much  was 
accomplished  in  the  nine  years  of  his  administration — ^the  building  of 
Goodrich  Hall  and  Clark  Hall,  the  improvement  of  the  campus,  and 
a  substantial  increase  in  the  enrollment  of  students.  The  capital  service, 
however,  which  he  rendered  to  the  colfejEfe  was  the  fact  that  he  rein- 
forced the  faculty  by  the  addition  of  several  men  of  an  exceptionally 
higii  grade  who  served  the  institution  fur  longer  or  shorter  periods— 
Professor  Femald,  Professor  Saflford,  Dean  Edward  H.  Griffin,  Pro- 
fessor Charles  A.  Young,  President  Remsen.  and  Dr.  Lewellin  Pratt. 
When  he  laid  down  his  oflice  in  1881  there  was  no  "  faint  praise  "  in 
the  official  eulogy.  "  Whatever  may  be  the  glory  of  the  future."  said 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Prime,  speaking  in  lieludf  of  the  tru>tet's.  "no  brighter 
record  of  the  prosperity  of  the  college  will  be  found  upon  any  page  titan 
that  made  brilliant  by  your  administration." 

The  new  Williams,  if  this  phrase  is  the  proper  one  to  indicate 
the  latter  day  conditions  of  the  coU^,  got  definitely  under  way  in  the 
administration  of  Franklin  Carter,  who  succeeded  Dr.  Giadboume  in 
1881.  The  new  president  graduated  at  W  illiams  in  the  class  of  1862, 
was  professor  of  French  and  Latin  friMU  nSi)^  to  i8()8  and  of  Latin  from 
1868  to  1872.   Then  resigning  his  chair,  he  accepted  that  of  German  Digitized  by  Google 
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In  this  sixth  adnunistration  in  the  history  of  the  college,  which 
continued  for  twenty  years,  notable  additions  were  made  to  the  plant— 
the  Field  Memorial  Observatory,  the  Lasell  Gymnasium,  Morgan  Hall, 
Hopkins  Hall,  the  Tlioinpson  Chemical  laboratory,  the  Thompson  Bio- 
logical Laboratory,  the  Tin mijjson  Pliysical  Lain 'latory,  and  Jesup  Hall. 
Jlie  productive  funds  were  increased  from  $300,000  to  $1,290,869.10. 
And  there  was  a  corresponding-  gain  in  the  number  of  students.  Dur7 
ing  the  administration  of  President  Fitch  the  classes  at  graduation 
averaged  twenty-two;  of  President  Moore,  fifteen;  of  President  Griflin, 
twenty-one;  of  President  Hopkins,  forty-one;  of  President  Chadbotime, 
thirty-four;  of  President  Carter,  sixty-two.  In  the  catalog^ue  of  t88i 
sixteen  names  appeared  on  the  faculty  pages,  and  twenty  years  later 
they  had  increased  to  thirty -five. 

President  Chadboume  declared  in  his  inaugural  address  that  he 
intended  to  make  no  change  in  the  policy  of  the  colt^ie.  It  seemed 
to  him  that  what  it  needed  was  enlargement  of  resources  rather  than 
modification  of  methods.  His  successor,  however,  began  his  adminis- 
tration with  a  definite  abandonment  of  the  required  system.  It  was  a 
COnscrN'ative,  tentative  measure,  as  the  elective  studies  were  confined 
to  the  senior  year  and  embraced  only  two-tifths  of  the  work.  licsidcs, 
it  was  not  absolutely  an  innovation,  as  there  had  been  an  elective  ele- 
ment in  the  Williams  curriculum  from  an  eariy  period.  In  1874  the 
faculty  appointed  a  committee  to  investigate  the  subject,  but  nothing^ 
came  of  the  movement.  During  the  first  fifteen  years  of  the  new  pro- 
gramme the  scope  of  elective  studies  jjradually  increased  until  it  com- 
priscfl  alwut  four-fifths  <if  the  senior  and  junior  subjects,  and  allowed 
certain  options  among  the  sophomore  subjects. 

.\  second  imiH)rtant  nu»dification  of  the  curriculum  in  President 
Carter's  administration  was  the  abrogation  in  1893  of  the  requirement 
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of  Greek  for  the  degree  of  A.  B.  This  requirement  had  prevailed  since 

1799.  A'?  was  to  be  exi>cc(C(l,  tliis  step  has  caused  marked  clnmj^cs  in  the 
entrance  subjects  presented.  In  1893,  the  year  when  the  measure  went 
into  effect,  only  four  freshmen  who  were  candidates  for  a  degree  entered 
without  Credc  But  subsequent  years  show  a  large  increase  in  this 
class  of  students.  For  the  period  1893-1902  it  amounted  to  forty  per 
cent,  of  the  candidates  for  a  d^ee.  In  1905  tlic  pi  [lortion  rose  to 
about  fifty-two  j)er  cent. 

The  centennial  of  the  college,  celebrated  October  8-10,  1893,  was 
the  most  ccmspicuous  public  event  in  the  administration  of  President 
Carter.  The  weather,  an  important  element  in  a  country  anniversary  of 
this  character,  was  superb.   Never  were  mountain  and  vale  more  splen- 

chdly  arayed.  The  macliinery  of  the  affair,  fmm  first  t<»  last,  tncvcd 
smoothly  and  successfully.  DcU-^atcs  from  many  colleges  and  uiii\cr- 
sities  and  some  four  hundred  of  the  alumni  were  in  attendance.  Presi- 
dent Carter  discharged  the  exacting  duties  of  presiding  officer  at  the 
public  assemblies  with  signal  tact  and  grace.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Henry 
Hoj  kins,  of  the  class  of  1858.  preached  the  centennial  sermon,  and 
ex-Chancellor  Canflcld,  of  the  class  of  iS(>S,  delivered  the  centennial 
oration.  Great  was  the  contrast  which  this  anniversary,  with  it.s  spec- 
tacular academic  processions  and  its  array  of  distinguished  guests,  pre- 
sented to  the  celebration  fifty  years  before.  That  seems  relatively  crude 
and  provincial — except  when  we  call  to  mind  the  oration  of  Mark 
Hopkins. 

President  Carter  oflercd  during  Iiis  entire  administration  a  course 
in  Theism  for  seniors.  A  teacher  of  the  first  ranjc,  there  was  no  lack 
of  keenness,  intellectuality  or  stimulus  in  his  handling  of  the  difficult 
questions  which  that  subject  involves.   When  he  laid  down  his  office 
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trustees,  factilty  and  alumni  all  joined  in  a  beam'  recognition  of  his 
great  services  in  rebuildinqf  and  moflcniizinp  the  ccillcp^e. 

Early  in  1902  the  board  of  trustees  elected  Dr.  Henry  Hopkins, 
of  Kansas  City.  Missouri,  as  Dr.  Carter's  successor,  and  he  entered 
upon  fhe  duties  of  this  office  at  the  next  commencement.  During  the 
interim,  Professor  John  H.  Hewitt  served  as  acting  president  The 
inauguration  in  June  drew  to  Williamstown  a  great  throng  of  gradu- 
ates and  friends  of  the  college,  who  gave  the  new  administration  an 
enthusiastic  greeting:.  Its  advent  was  also  signalized  by  a  substantial 
increase  of  professors'  salaries,  which  tht-  generosity  »)f  Francis  Lynde 
Stetson,  of  the  class  of  1867,  and  of  Frederick  Beach  Jennings,  of  the 
class  of  1872,  made  possible. 

A  matter  of  large  importance — the  revision  of  the  curriculum — 
was  taken  up  at  the  outset,  and  a  group  system  adopted.  To  a  certain 
extent  the  system  is  reactionary  and  abridges  the  freedom  of  choice: 
In  this  scheme  the  studies  of  freshman  year,  which,  like  those  of  the 
older  ctnrtculum.  deal  mainly  with  language  and  mathematics,  arc  re- 
quired. The  studies  of  sophomore,  junior,  an<l  senior  years  arc  elective, 
but  under  conditions  more  or  less  restrictive.  In  the  first  {dace,  students 
who  enter  with  Greek  take  one  year  of  work  in  the  classics  after  fresh- 
man year,  and  those  who  enter  without  French  or  German  take  two 
years  of  work  in  one  of  these  languages.  Then  all  candidates  for  a 
degree  must  complete  before  graduation  a  major  course,  which  com- 
prises two  years  and  a  half  of  work  in  one  of  fourteen  prcscril)ed  de- 
partments. ITiey  must  also  complete  two  years  of  work  in  each  of  the 
three  groups — Slanguages,  philosophy,  and  sciences — ^into  which  these 
departments  are  divided.  The  conditions  which  may  be  considered 
restrictive  affect  somewhat  more  than  three-fifths  of  the  work.  An- 
other feature  of  the  present  ^stem  is  the  requirement  of  a  grade  of 
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seventy  j>er  cait.  in  nf)t  less  than  half  tlic  courses  as  a  condition  of 
graduation.  The  airriculuin  is  arranjjed  on  a  four  years'  Kisis,  but  it  is 
possible  for  students  of  superior  scholarship  to  complete  it  in  three  years. 

The  following  tables  give  an  approximate  idea  of  the  changes 
which  have  taken  place  in  the  curriculum  since  1821.  Courses  marked 
with  an  asto'isk  are  offered  for  a  half-year  only. 

CONSPECTUS  OF  COURSES  FOR  THE  COLLEGE  YEAR  iSsi-iaaa. 

I  n  III 

raiLosorav  sobhcbs 

History  i  (Antiquities  and  *Chcmistfy  I 

American  Gcograpbgr)  Mathematics  i  (Arithme- 
'History  2  (Eutcm  Geog-      tic  and  Algebra) 

raphy)  Mathematics  2 

•Philosophy  I  (Logic)  Mathtinatiis  t. 

Philosophy   2   ( Evidences  'Natural  Philosophy 

of  Christianity) 
Philosophy  3  (Paley,  Stew- 
art, etc) 


bAweoAon 

English  I  (English  Gram- 
mar  and    Blair's  Les- 

sons) 

♦Engli^ih  i  (Philosc^hy  of 
Rhetoric) 

Greek  i 

Greek  2 
•Greek  3 

Hebrew  (EkcHvc) 
Latin  i 
Latin  a 
*Utin  3 

CONSPECTUS  OF  COURSES  FOR  THE  COLLEGE  YEAR  1904-1905. 


LANGUACCS 

Dante  (4) 
English   I  (2) 


2(4)  *ai)d 
3(4) 

4a  (Themes) 
4b  (Themes) 

5 
8 

Q 
10 


♦English 
•English 

English 

Fjiglish 

English 
.  English 
•Eimlish 
•P'nglish 
•English  12 
•English  13 
•English  14 

French  I 

French  2  (3  or  4) 

French  3  f  3  or  4) 

fierman  r 

German  2 

G'Tman  4  (4) 

GiTinati  5 

Greek  i  (4) 

Greek  2  (3  or  4) 

Greek  3 

Italian  Ki 

Latin  i 

Latin  2  (4) 

I„itin  ^ 
•Oratory  i 
•Oratoiy  2 


II 

ranxMovHY 

Art  T 
Art  2 

•Economics  i 
Economics  2 
•Economics  3 
•Economics  4 

•Govprnment  I 
*Go\ »'riiiiiont  2 
*Gf>vtrtiiticnt  3 
♦History  la  (4) 
♦History  lb  (4) 
•History  2 

History  3 

History  4 
•History  5 
•History  (1 
♦Hisiorv  7 

Phil.:-.;i!iy 
♦Phili  is(  'pfiy 
♦Philosophy 
♦Philosophy 
♦Pliilosophy 
•Philosophy  6 
Christmas; 
3) 


(4  until 
coimtinK  as 


III 

SCBNCn 

Anatomy 
♦Astronomy  a 
•Biology  I  (4) 

Biology  2 

Biolo^  3 
•Chemistry  1  (4) 
♦Chfrniistry  2  (s) 
•riicniistry  .la 
•Chemistry  3b 

Chemistry  4 

Geology  I 
•Geology  2a 
•Geology  2b 

Mathematics 

Mathematics 

Mathematics  3 
•Mathematics  4a 
♦Mathematics  4b 
♦Mrtrnrology 
♦Physics  I  (4) 

•Physics  2  (5) 
Physics  3 


Also  Elocution,  Hygiene  and  Physical  Training. 
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Th^e  changes  in  the  curriculum  naturally  involved  some  modi- 
fications in  methods  of  instruction.  From  the  opening  of  the  college 
until  the  advent  of  Professor  Amos  Raton  in  1817,  text-books  seem 
to  have  l.x'cii  used  ahnost  exclusively.  F<  nr  year's  later  we  find  that 
Mineral'  and  Botany  were  taught  mainly,  and  Chemistry  and  Nat- 
ural Philosophy  partly*  by  lectures.  This  method  of  instruction  gradu- 
ally increased  until  1841,  when  it  was  announced  in  the  catalogue  that 
lectures  would  be  given  on  Natural  Philosophy,  Anatomy,  Mineralogy, 
Botany  and  Geology,  Chemistry,  Moral  Philosophy,  Greek  and  Latin 
Literature,  Rhetoric.  Political  Economy,  and  International  Law.  WTiile 
we  canncl  estimate  the  exact  ]KMTeiitat;e  <»f  lecturis  aii<l  text-Ixioks  in 
the  instruction,  it  is  sate  to  say  that  the  [atur  ,i;ieatly  predominated, 
the  former  being  without  question  largely  incidental.  These  conditions, 
with  the  inevitable  fluctuations  that  attend  college  life,  remained  prac- 
tically unchanged  for  forty  years  imtil  the  formal  admission  of  elective 
studies  into  the  curriculum.  Since  the  adoption  of  the  elective  system, 
text-book  courses  have  lost  i^round.  In  the  year  T00304  the>'  em- 
braced ihirty-t\\n  per  cent  <>f  llic  iii>truitii  11.  the  mamly  lecture  courses 
forty-six  and  tlic  purely  lecture  cniuscs  t\\enty-t\v<i. 

The  Commencement  of  1905  stands  out  as  altogether  excqptional 
in  the  history  of  the  college.  Various  gifts,  quite  out  of  the  ordinary, 
were  announced,  which  included  liberal  contributions  by  Mr.  Stetson 
for  a  further  increase  of  professors*  salaries,  and  by  Senator  Crane, 
A.  C.  Houghton  and  an  anonymous  donor  for  a  Berkshire  dormitory. 
Then  there  was  the  dedication,  with  elal>orate  ceremonial  and  a  sermon 
l>y  I're-ident  Charles  Cuthhert  llall.  of  the  chapel  which  Mrs.  ("rederick 
Ferns  Ihompson  had  built  in  memory  of  her  late  husband,  a  trustee 
of  the  collie  and  one  of  its  largest  benefactors.  A  more  beautiful 
academic  building  can  hardly  be  found  in  this  country.    The  tower. 
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noble  and  commanding,  visible  for  | 
miles  around,  adds  a  new  and  im- 
pressive feature  to  the  landscape,  j 
Besides,  the  presence  of  President 
Roosevelt,  accompanied  by  Secre- 
tary of  State  Root.  ex-Ambassa-  I 
dor  Choatc.  and    the  multitude 
which   their  presence  attracted, 
g;ave  an  un\vonte(J  eclat  to  Com- 
mencement day.   The  contrast  be-  | 
tween  the  college  anniversary'  in 
1843  and  that  in  1893  has  already 
been  noticed.     But  the  contrast 
between  the  Commencement  of 
1905  and  that  of  1838,  two  years 
after  Mark  Hopkins  became  presi- 
dent, is  even  more  striking.  Na- 
thaniel Hawthorne  happened  to  be  I 
?n  Williamstown  on  Commence- 
ment day,  1838,  and  has  left  in 
his  "  American  Note  Book "  a 
lively  account  of  what  he  saw.  He 
found  people  coming  to  town  in 
buggies,  barouches  and  chaises. 
Students  wearing  badges  of  the 
rival  societies  filled  the  tavern. 
Near  the  meeting  house  where  the 
Commencement    exercises    were  " 
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dors  of  gingerbread  and  the  like.  One  of  the  peddlers  sold  his  wares  at 
auction,  and  amused  Hawthorne  so  much  by  his  merry,  lively  tongue,  by 
his  quick  wit  and  by  his  original  eloaition — **  a  queer,  humorous  recita- 
tive " — that  he  could  have  stood,  we  are  told,  and  listened  to  him  all  day. 
Another  man  in  the  attendant  crowd  catj|a:ht  his  attention — ^"a  round- 
shouUleretl.  Inilky.  ill-Imnj^'  t\v\  \\  "  In  the  naiiic  i  t  Randall,  who  was  the 
l)ettcr  or  tlic  worse  for  liquor,  aiul  made  no  little  tlisturbaiice.  Indeeci, 
the  outside  attractions  were  ?o  grerit  that  he  does  not  seem  to  have  gone 
into  the  church  at  all,  wliere  he  might  have  heard  twenty-two  orations  on 
a  vast  variety  of  subjects,  ranging  from  "  The  Influence  of  Deductive  and 
Inductive  Habits  on  the  Character  "  to  "  The  Effect  of  Music  on  the  Feel- 
ings." Tlic  old  order  has  indeed  changed.  The  booths,  the  hucksters* 
wagons,  the  anctinnccrs.  and  the  ill-liun^  drunken  devils  have  disap- 
pearetl.  nnd  u  e  tni<l  in  their  place  the  pomp  and  circumstance  of  elaborate 
academic  ritual. 

In  addition  to  changes  on  the  campus  already  mentioned,  many 
others  have  been  effected  during  the  last  three  years,  or  are  still  in 
progress — the  establishment  of  a  central  heating  plant,  the  moderniza- 
tion of  the  interior  of  West  Collesre.  the  conversion  of  the  old  chapel 
into  a  recitation  Iniilding^.  the  rtMio\ ain -n  and  reconstruction  of  GrilVin 
Mall,  the  restoration  of  Morgiui  JIall.  wliich  was  damaged  by  fire  in 
November,  1904;  a  new  baseball  caj^e.  and  extensive  improvements  in 
the  gymnasitun.  In  the  meantime  the  college  has  made  large  purchases 
of  real  estate  on  Main  street  and  elsewhere. 

But,  through  all  changes  of  campus  and  curriculum,  the  character 
and  purpose  of  Williams  have  remained  essentially  the  same.  It  con- 
tinucs  to  be  ulial  it  always  ha^  been — the  brief  alliance  with  the  Berk- 
shire Medical  Iti'ititution  excepted — a  college  of  liberal  arts  with  no 
aftiliatcd  professional  or  graduate  schools,   lliis  alliance  began  in  1823 
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and  came  to  an  end  in  1829.  It  was  brought  about  by  the  refusal  of  the 
legislature  to  grant  the  Medical  Schocd  a  charter  except  upon  the  condi< 
tion  that  its  dejfrecs  should  be  conferred  by  the  president  and  trustees  of 
\\  illianis  illcire.  In  |8_»(;  the  legislature  di^^'^olved  the  connection  on 
ihe  ground  that  the  school  liad  no  further  occasion  to  borrow  prestige 
from  another  institution.  So  far  as  the  college  was  concerned,  this 
affiliation  seems  to  have  been  of  slight  importance.  It  accomplished 
little  more  than  the  addition  annually  of  a  few  pages  to  the  catalogue 
and  a  score  of  medical  students  to  the  number  of  candidates  for  a 
degree. 

That  something  is  gained  hv  the  separation  of  the  college  from 
an  institution  so  difTtrent  in  imrpise,  in  tenij)er  and  atmosphere,  as  the 
university,  seems  to  be  generally  conceded.  The  university  ptirsues 
learning  for  its  own  sake,  aims  to  make  scholars,  and  to  extend  the 
boundaries  of  human  knowledge.  With  the  college,  on  the  other  hand, 
general  culture  is  the  paramount  consideration.  It  proceeds  upon  the 
principle  that  students  will  secure,,  as  a  result  of  training  in  the  liberal 
arts,  not  only  a  larger  and  richer  life,  but  will  be  able  to  use  their 
powers  tf)  l)etter  advantage. 

In  the  ideals  nf  the  (  Ili  ge  there  is,  we  suppose,  nothing  altogether 
peculiar.  It  has  had  a  full  siiare  of  intellectuality,  manliness  and  high 
endeavor.  After  all,  while  other  things  may  be  important,  the  consid- 
eration of  vital  significance  is  the  temper  and  quality  of  the  instruction. 
Williams  has  been  fortunate  in  its  teaching  staff.  To  the  elect  men  who 
have  l^n  members  of  it  from  time  to  time  it  is  indebted  for  whatever 
distinction  it  may  have  won  in  the  etlucational  wt^rld.  W'liat  is  more, 
Uiese  men  largely  create  that  illusive  but  potent  something  which  we 
call  atmosphere — a  something  which  money  cannot  buy  or  founders 
bestow. 
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Thougfa  of  Congr^tiotia]  antecedents  and  affiliations,  the  college 
is  undenominational.  It  requires  attendance  at  the  weekly  morning^ 
prayers,  at  the  collc^  services  or  those  of  some  local  church  Sunday 

morning^,  and  at  prayers  Sunday  evening-.  For  tlie  year  i()04-05  the 
collegfc  preachers  were  thirty-two  in  number.  The  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Association,  Avhich  has  a  permanent  secretary  ^nd  a  membership  of 
more  than  two  hundred,  conducts  a  service  Sunday  evening,  as  wdl  as 
weekly  Bible  classes. 

The  coll^  began,  as  we  have  seen,  in  the  remoteness  and  isola- 
tion of  the  wilderness.  Pre^dent  Zephaniah  Swift  Moore  and  his 
friends,  who  abandoned  it  as  a  hopeless  enteri)rise  in  1821,  may  be 
pardoned  for  not  foreseeing  that  in  a  generation  or  two  few  traces 
of  the  primitive,  border  times  would  remain ;  that,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
trolley,  which  makes  comnmnication  with  neighboring^  towns  easy, 
twenty-four  passenger  trains  should  stop  daily  at  the  railroad  station 
of  Williamstown.  Then,  instead  of  the  extinction  whidi  was  fredy 
predicted,  the  history  of  the  college  presents  a  creditable  record  of 
growth  and  progress.  Since  1821  the  number  of  professors  and  in- 
structors has  increased  from  five  to  forty  of  undergraduate 
students  from  eighty- four  to  four  hundred  and  forty-three;  of  buildings, 
including  the  houses  of  Greek  Letter  fraternities,  from  four  to  forty- 
two;  while  the  endowment  has  grown  from  $46,000  to  $1,373,488.12; 
and  the  value  of  the  plant  from  $25,000  to  $1,227,091.57. 

Among  the  graduates  of  the  college  during  tlie  one  himdred  and 
twelve  vears  of  its  existence,  the  names  of  manv  Berkshire  men  are 
to  Ix  tMund.  At  the  outset  the  constituency  ><\  tlie  c<ilicgc  was  mostly 
local.  Three  of  the  four  members  of  the  first  graduating  class — the 
dass  of  1795— came  from  Stockbridge,  and  the  other  member  was  a 
resident  of  Lenox  In  subsequent  years  the  relative  proportion  of  stu- 
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dents  from  the  Berkshtres  to  the  whole  number  has  varied  considerably. 
They  furnished  two  of  the  thirteen  seniors  in  1801 ;  six  of  the  fourteen 
in  1802;  seven  of  the  thirteen  in  1822:  four  of  the  seven  in  1823,  and 
five  of  the  twenty  in  1R37.    The  area  from  which  the  college  drew 

students  {gradually  \vi<lcnctl.  Six  states  arc  rt-prc-i'iitefl  in  the  cata- 
logue ot  i8qo;  thirteen  in  that  of  183C;  twenty-eight  states  and  four 
foreign  countries  in  that  of  1905. 

Many  of  the  most  distinguished  alumni  of  the  college  were  natives  or 
residents  of  Berkshire  cotmty.  The  list,  which  cannot  be  reproduced  here 
with  anything^  like  completeness,  includes  Mark  Hopkins,  fourth  presi- 
dent of  the  ci>llej^e;  Da\  id  Dudley  I'ield,  lawyer  and  publicist;  Charles 

m 

A.  Dewey,  justice  of  the  Supreme  C"<iurt  (if  Ma--<achu>ftts ;  John  Mor- 
gan, professor  in  Oi)erlin  Cull^^;  All>ert  Hopkins,  professor  in  Will- 
iams Coll^;  I^niel  Noble,  attorney  for  Williamstown'in  tlie  contro- 
versy over  the  question  of  removal;  John  W.  YQomans,  president  of 
Lafayette  G>llege;  Stephen  J.  Field,  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States;  James  D.  Colt,  justice  of  the  Superior  Court  of 
Massachusetts;  Henry  M.  I''ield,  etlitor  of  The  Ihwif^rlist;  Martin  I. 
'i'ownsend.  regent  of  the  I  uiversity  <>f  Xew  \'ork  and  uieiuher  of 
Congress;  Henry  L.  Sal)in.  physician;  Francis  H.  JJewey,  justice  "i  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Massachusetts;  William  £.  Merriman,  president  ot 
Ripon  College;  Lucius  E.  Smith,  editor  of  The  IVatchman;  Henry  S. 
Briggs,  brigadier  general  of  U.  S.  Volunteers;  Henry  Hopkins,  seventh 
president  of  Williams  College;  James  M.  Barker,  justice  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  Massachusetts ;  Eben  B.  Parsons,  secretary  of  the  faculty 
of  Williams  College  and  vice-president  of  the  L'nited  L  hajHers  of  I'hi 
Beta  Kappa;  KdwarU  11.  Grititin,  dcin  of  Johns  Hopkins  University; 
Edward  W.  Morley,  professor  in  Adelbert  University,  and  honorary 
member  of  the  Royal  Institute,  Lond<m;  George  F.  Mills,  professor  in 
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Massachusetts  Agricultural  CoU^e;  James  R.  Dunbar,  justice  of  the 
Massachusetts  Superior  Court:  Heriiert  R.  Gibbs,  editor;  Charies  B. 
Huhbell,  president  of  the  Board  of  Education,  New  Yock  city;  John  H. 
Morley,  pre«?ident  of  Fargo  College:  Solomon  B.  Griffin,  managing  editor 

of  The  Sf^riui^rld  Republican:  John  H.  Haynej?.  director  of  the  Expedi- 
tion to  Nipnr:  All)ert  H.  Tolnian.  assistant  professor  and  dean  in  the 
University  of  Chicagt);  Alfred  T.  Perr\',  president  of  Marietta  College: 
Walter  P.  Bradley,  professor  in  Wesleyan  University,  and  Bliss  Perry, 
editor  of  the  Atlantic  hfonfhly. 


HENRY  HOPKINS. 

Henry  Hopkins,  president  of  Williams  College,  was  bom  in  Will- 
ianistown.  Massacliusetts.  NovchiIkt  30.  iJ^^".  a  son  of  the  Rev.  Mark 
and  Mary  (Hubbell)  Hopkins.  Tlie  Hopkins  family  is  one  of  honor- 
able distincticMi  in  America  from  the  earliest  colonial  days.  The  first 
of  tiie  name  in  this  branch  of  the  Hc^ns  fomily  arrived,  in  1634,  at 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  whence  he  removed  to  Hartford.  Connecti- 
cut. Members  of  both  the  Hqdcins  and  Hubbell  families  were  officers 
in  the  patriot  army  during  the  Revolutionary  war.  Colonel  Mark  Hop- 
kins, great-grandfather  nf  the  Rev.  Henr)'  Hopkins,  served  upon  the 
staff  of  General  Israel  Putnam,  and  Colonel  Mark  Hopkins's  brother, 
Samuel  Hopkins,  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  was  a  distinguished  the- 
ologian and  philanthropist. 

Henry  Hopkins  graduated  from  Williams  Coll^  in  1858,  at  the 
age  of  twenty  years,  and  then  went  abroad  for  study  and  obfiervation. 
Returning  home  he  entered  the  Union  Theological  Seminary,  New 
York,  but  alter  two  years  his  studies  were  interrupted  by  the  outbreak 
of  the  Civil  war.   In  iSepteniber,  1861,  President  Lincoln  appointed  him 
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a  li<">'i|iital  cliaphiin.  and  he  was  assitpied  lo  dvity  at  Alexandria.  \'ir- 
ginia.  \\  hile  here,  after  tlic  second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  lie  w  a^  sent 
with  a  flag  of  truce  in  charge  of  the  entire  ambulance  ci»rps  of  the  p(ist 
into  the  lines  of  the  enemy  to  bring  away  the  wounded  of  the  Union 
araiy  who  had  been  left  on  the  fields  of  Chantilly  and  Bull  Run.  In 
1864  Chaplain  Hopkins  resigned  the  post  chaplaincy  to  accept  commis- 
sion as  chaplain  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Twentieth  Regiment  New 
York  Volunteer?,  attached  to  the  Third  Corps.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
from  which  it  was  subsequently  transferred  to  the  Third  Division,  Sec- 
ond Corps.  He  was  w  ith  his  rctr'mcnt  in  the  ticl<l  and  at  the  front  in  the 
campaigns  and  operations  beginning  in  the  Wilderness  and  culminating 
in  the  surrender  of  General  Robert  E.  Lee  at  Appomattox  G)urt  House, 
and  he  subsequently  participated  in  the  Grand  Review  at  Washington 
city,  just  prior  to  the  disbandment  of  the  volunteer  army,  after  which 
he  was  honorablv  (lisrliar'.^i'<l  frrim  scrvire.  Durinij  his  service,  in  the 
report  of  his  brij^ade  cMniniander  iie  rectived  Imnoralile  nientii>n  for 
gallantry  under  fire,  liii  army  experience  and  observation  led  him  to 
make  such  representations  to  Henry  L.  Dawes,  member  of  congress  from 
Massachusetts,  and  others,  as  resulted  in  the  legislation  under  which 
were  established  soldiers'  national  cemeteries  in  various  parts  of  the 
country. 

After  his  retirement  from  the  arni\  Mr.  ihspUins  returned  to  W  ill- 
iamstown,  iMa>s;iclnisetts,  wIhtc  he  tc?umed  his  theological  training 
under  his  lather,  the  Rev.  Mark  Hopkins,  D.  D.,  then  proident  of 
Williams  College.  In  1866  he  was  called  to  the  pastorate  of  the  Second 
Congregational  church  in  Westfield,  Massachusetts,  and  which  he  oc- 
cupied until  1880,  when  he  accepted  a  call  to  the  pastorate  of  the  First 
Congregational  church  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  and  with  which  he 
remained  until  January,  1902,  when  he  was  called  to  the  presidency  of 
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Williams  College  (his  alma  niater),  a  position  which  he  has  occupied 
to  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Hopkins  is  a  corporate  member  of  the  American  Board  of  Com- 
missioners Ux  Foreign  Missions^  of  which  he  is  vice-president;  is  vice- 
president  of  the  American  Missionary  Association;  in  1899  was  a 
member  of  the  International  Congregational  Coandl.  and  in  1900  was 
.1  nu'iiiher  of  the  Ecumenical  Missionary'  Conference.  Tie  has  for  sev- 
eral venrs  heen  a  trustee  of  W  illiams  Collcf^e.  and  of  Drury  Colleg^e, 
at  Sprint^ficld,  Missouri.  He  is  a  nictulicr  of  the  Society  of  the  Sons 
of  the  Revolution,  and  was  chaplain  of  the  Missouri  Chapter;  and  of 
tiie  Military  Order  of  the  Loyal  L^ion,  of  which  he  was  chaplain-in- 
chief.  Numerous  addresses  of  his  on  municipal  and  educational  sub- 
jects and  sermons  have  been  published. 

Mr.  Hopkins  married,  in  t866.  Miss  Alice  Knig;ht.  of  Easthamp- 
ton,  Massachusetts,  who  died  in  iS^'x;.  In  1876  he  married  Miss  Jean- 
nctte  M.  Southworth,  of  Bennington,  Vermont. 


LEVERETT  WILSON  SFKliNG. 

Mr.  Spring  was  bom  January  5,  1840,  in  Grafton,  Vermont.  His 
father,  Edward  Spring,  was  of  English  ancestry,  a  descendant  of  John 

Spring,  who  settled  in  W'atertuu  n,  Massaciiusetts,  in  1634;  his  mother 
was  Martha  At  wood,  of  Scotch-Irish  forbears,  who  settled  in  London- 
derry, New  Hampshire. 

Leverett  W.  Spring  ^ent  his  boyhood  on  a  farm  preempted  by  his 
great-grandfather,  one  of  Grafton*s  pioneers.  The  family  removed  to 
Manchester,  Vermont,  in  1854,  and  two  years  later  young  Spring  be- 
came a  student  in  Burr  and  Burton  Seminary.  In  1838.  he  entered 
Williams  College  in  the  class  of  i86ji,  but  about  the  middle  of  the 
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freshmatn  year  was  oblig^c-d  on  aceotmt  of  feiling^  eyesight  to  give  up 
study.  For  about  a  yen  he  was  tlerk  in  a  country  store.  His  eyes 
recovering  in  a  measure,  though  troublesome  throughout  his  college 
course,  he  resttmed  his  studies  and  entered  coU^  some  time  in  the 
early  part  of  the  freshman  year,  as  his  name  is  enrolled  with  the  class 
in  the  autumn  of  1859. 

In  college  he  was  a  member  of  the  Equitable  fraternity;  of  the 
'L>>t,''ian  Literary  S(K:iety :  was  assi^iuMl  the  I^atiti  oration  on  Junior  ex- 
hibition. April,  1862  ;  one  of  the  disputants  in  the  Adelphic  L'nion  De- 
bate, March,  1863;  on  the  editorial  board  of  PViUiams  QmUrly,  1862- 
63;  orator  on  Qass  Day  programme,  July,  1863;  and  was  assigned  tiie 
phikMophical  oration  on  the  commencement  programme,  and  later,  when 
a  chapter  of  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  was  formed,  with  the  other  first  and 
second  honor  men  he  was  made  a  member. 

After  graduation  he  entered  the  theoloj^ical  seminary  at  East  Wind- 
sor Hill,  Connecticut,  in  the  autumn  of  1863,  remained  there  two  years 
and  followed  the  seminary  to  Hartford,  and  was  graduated  in  1866 
in  the  first  ckiss  after  die  removal  from  East  Windsor  to  Hartford. 
Then  followed  a  few  months  at  Andover  as  a  graduate  student  until 
the  spring  of  1867.  when  he  went  to  Castleton,  Vermont,  where  he 
supplied  a  Congregational  church  f(^r  nine  months  while  the  pastor  was 
on  a  leave  of  absence,  .\ftcr  the  retuni  of  the  pastor  to  his  post  in 
the  Castleton  church,  Mr.  Spring  accepted  an  invitation  to  supply  the 
Congr^tional  churdi  at  Middlebury,  Vermont,  and  he  there  spent  the 
winter  of  1867-458.  Before  the  conclusion  of  this  engagement,  he  re- 
ceived overtures  from  a  committee  which  had  been  appointed  in  Fitch- 
burg.  Mas.sachusetts.  with  the  \  iew  of  establishing  a  new  ("ongrega- 
tional  chnrcfi  in  that  city.  The  propf)sals  of  the  Cf>nimittee  were  ac- 
cepted and  he  began  to  preach  in  the  hall  of  a  hotel,  March  9,  1868. 
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A  little  later  a  church  was  organized,  Mr.  Spring  was  ordained  and 
installed  as  its  first  {Xistur,  and  continued  in  oftice  Ijetwecn  seven  and 
eight  years.  During^  this  pastorate  a  meeting  house  costing  $85,000 
was  built,  and  a  churdi  membersliip  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  was 
attained. 

On  account  of  failing  health,  Mr.  Springy  resigned  in  1875*  and 
after  spending  a  few  months  in  Reading,  Massachusetts,  he  became 
pastor  ot  the  Plymontii  Cunt;regational  church,  Lawrence,  Kansas.  lie 
remained  in  this  pastorate  tive  years,  and  then  resigned  to  accept  tlie 
chair  of  English  literature  in  the  University  of  Kansas,  about  1881. 
Here  he  found  his  position  exceptionally  agreeable,  and  he  remained 
tmtil  1886.  when  he  accepted  the  Morris  professorship  of  rhetoric  in 
Williams  College — a  designation  that  is  a  misnomer,  for  Mr.  Spring 
has  never  taught  rhetoric.  1  lU  lias  confined  himself  tvi  English  literature, 
particularly  Mlizahethan  drama  and  tlu^  literature  of  the  seventeenth 
and  eighteenth  centuries.  The  fields  whidi  he  has  cultivated  during  these 
years  since  his  return  to  his  alma  mater  liave  been  agreeable  to  himself 
and  very  satisfactory  to  his  pupils  and  to  the  coU^  authorities. 

Mr.  Spring's  literary  activity,  aside  from  that  connected  with 
his  college  work,  has  been  largely  on  historical  lines.  From  the  outset 
of  his  residence  in  Kansas  he  hecnme  interested  in  the  histor}'  of  the 
State,  but  he  published  nothing  until  after  his  connection  with  the  uni- 
versity. His  first  ventures  were  two  articles  on  certain  phases  of  John 
Brown's  career,  printed  in  The  Advance,  of  Chicago.  In  Lipptncotfs 
Magazine  for  January,  1883,  he  published  a  more  elaborate  article  on 
the  Pottawatomie  massacre,  entitled,  "  Old  John  Brown  at  Dutch  Henrv  's 
Crossing,"  and  a  few  months  later  one  in  the  Ozrrhiin!  M<  )!tlil\  on 
"Cntchintj  Old  John  P-n  v,n."  These  articles,  because  of  ilieir  candid 
and  imi)artial  manner  ot  treating  the  John  Brown  episode  in  Kansas 
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history,  attracted  considerable  attention,  and  not  long  after  their  ap> 
pearance,  Mr.  Spring  was  asked  to  prepare  the  history  of  Kansas  for 
the  "  Commonwealth  Scries,"  published  by  Houjjhton,  Mifflin  and  Com- 
pany, which  was  issued  in  1S85.  Perhaps  tlic  hesi  characterization  of 
his  h.  H>k  is  that  given  by  J.  P.  Rhodes,  who  without  dispute  is  one 
ot  the  best  authorities  on  the  slavery  period  of  our  national  history 
(*•  History  of  the  United  States,"  vol.  II,  page  218).  "  But,"  writes 
Mr.  Rhodes,  "  the  story  of  Kansas,  which  in  our  own  day  Professor 
Sprinjj.  of  Kansas,  has  told  impartially  and  'without  a  blur  of  theory,* 
is  not  the  st>  ly  that  the  truth-seeking  \oter  of  iS^O  heard  at  Republican 
meetings  and  read  in  Rqmbhcan  newspai)ers." 

This  history  is  a  fine,  impartial  piece  of  work  of  first-dass  quality, 
and  it  was  this  book  chiefly  that  secured  Mr.  Spring's  election  to  mem- 
bership in  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  an  honor  that  came  to 
him  un>< »licite(l  aii<l  luiknnwn  hefoic  lie  receivcl  notice  of  its  bestow- 
nient.  Since  the  jjuhhcation  oi  this  hook  he  has  put  forth  occasional 
papers  on  Kansas  history:  one  in  The  IVestertt  Historical  Review,  on 
"  Kansas  and  tlie  War  of  the  Rebellion ;  one  in  the  Ameriam  His- 
torical Retnctv,  on  "  The  Career  of  a  Kansas  Politician ; "  and  a  paper 
read,  in  nyoo,  before  the  Massachusetts  Historical  S<iciety.  on  "John 
Brown  and  the  Destruction  of  Slavery."  tocfether  with  several  reviews 
of  Kansas  books  for  the  Amcricm  IlUtorical  Review.  Since  returning 
to  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Spring  has  given  a  little  attention  to  Williams 
histor>'.  In  1888,  he  published  a  monograph,  "'Mark  Hopkins,  Teach- 
er:" an  illustrated  article  in  The  Neiv  England  Magasine  for  October, 
1803.  ^^"'^'^  t'^'^-  "Williams  Collcj^e."  Also,  the  same  year,  he 
editetl  the  '*  Williams  Centennial  Book  "  and  "  'llie  Discourses  of  Pres-     Digitized  by  Google 
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Spring  for  the  very  excellent  history  of  Williams  College  contained 
therein.  On  educational  topics  Mr.  Spring  has  printed  little.  The  princi- 
pal titles  are:  "On  Teachinjr  F.nglish,"  "  Shakes] )ca re  s  Ideal  King." 
"Shakespeare's  'Life  1.5ev<iiul  Life'  nf  Oneen  Margaret,"  "Milton 
on  Education."  In  i8<)i  he  deliveretl  an  address  l)efore  the  alumni  ot 
Hartford  Theological  Seminary,  on  "  English  Literature  and  the  The' 
ok^cal  Seminaries/'  which  was  afterward  puUislied  in  the  Atlantic 
Monthly. 

Mr.  Spring  spent  the  summers  of  1889  and  1890  and  the  year 
i8r)2,  a  vacation  year,  with  his  wife  in  Europe.  After  his  rcsiqiia- 
tion  of  his  chair  in  Kansas  University,  that  institution  conferred 
Upon  him  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity,  in  1886.  In  1904  he 
preadied  the  baccalaureate  sermon  at  the  State  University  during  com- 
mencement week. 

While  in  Castleton,  Vermont,  Mr.  Spring  married  Elizabeth,  the 
daughter  of  Profe«?sor  William  Thompson,  of  Hartford  Theological 
Seminary.  They  have  had  two  children :  Mary  Thompson  Lord  and 
Samuel  Romney.  llie  former  died  in  the  summer  of  1887,  at  the  age 
of  seventeen;  the  latter  graduated  at  Williams  in  1894  and  at  Harvard 
Law  School  in  1897.  He  is  now  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Mat- 
thews, Thompson  &  Spring,  with  offices  in  Tremont  Building,  Boston. 


PLUNKETT  FAMILY. 

None  of  Berkshire  county's  families  of  exceptional  interest  has  been 
a  more  potent  factor  in  its  development,  and  none  has  included  so 
many  strong  men  contributory  to  progress  along  manufacturing  lines, 
through  rare  business  capacity  and  boldness  of  business  conception. 
Although  this  .story  deals  with  but  tliree  generations  since  tiie  founder 
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of  the  American  family  of  that  name  came  from  Ireland  and  settled 
in  western  Massachusetts,  six  of  his  immediate  descendants,  sons  and 
pran(!>uns.  have  heen  leaders  in  the  thonj^ht  and  Iab«ir  of  the  coni- 
munity;  several  have  l)een  called  to  ini|>ortant  ]X)litical  trusts;  and  the 
family  is  generally  recognized  as  of  social  distincticm  and  moral  worth. 

Patridc  Plunkett,  who  was  bom  in  Ireland,  as  was  his  wife,  Mary 
Robinson,  was  located  in  Lenox,  Massachusetts,  in  the  closing  years 
of  the  eig^hieenth  century.  That  they  were  a  couple  of  exceptional 
5trenj,'th  of  cliaracter  tir.ds  all  suftlcient  attestation  in  the  iiotably  useful 
careers  of  their  scm.s — William  C,  Oiarlcs  ii,  and  Tliomas  F.  Plunk- 
ett; and  of  the  sons  and  grandsons  of  these. 


WILUAM  C.  PLUNKETT. 

William  C.  Plunkett.  eldest  of  the  children  of  Patrick  and  Mary 

(Robinson)  Plunkett,  was  Ixmii  in  Lenox.  Massaclui.setts.  in  1799,  and 
Sjient  his  early  years  in  that  village.  W  hile  still  a  youn^  buy  he  showed 
marked  business  ability,  and  was  full  of  ideas  which  he  was  later  en- 
abled to  carry  out.  In  1830,  with  tbe  small  capital  of  two  hundred 
and  so'enty  dollars  in  his  pocket,  he  left  Lenox  and  moved  to  South 
Adams,  where  he  bei^n  a  long  and  remarkable  career  of  financial, 
coininerri.'il.  x  oial  and  pdlitiial  sutTc*-';.  This  small  amount  of  money 
was  all  the  jjecuniary  capital  he  could  bring  to  the  co[>artnership  which 
founded  the  old  .nill  of  Plunkett  &  Wheeler,  which  was  one  of  the 
oldest  and  the  most  important  woolen  mills  in  that  region.  Mr.  Plunkett, 
however,  brought  other  capital  into  the  copartnership,  in  the  shape  of 
£uch  enerjif\,  business  sapfacity  an<l  excellent  judgment  as  soon  coh- 
ducted  lilt-  hrni  to  success  and  wealth  and  maintained  it  on  that  road. 
He  was  the  prime  mover  in  every  new  plan  that  was  suggested,  and  the 
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leading  spirit  in  carrying  it  out  with  distinction  and  credit  to  the  firm. 
Mr.  Plunkrtt  was  prominently  identified  with  every  movement  which 

tended  to  the  benefit  of  the  ci  iniiuinity  at  Inri^c,  a  few  of  which  may 
be  menti<ined  more  in  detail.  It  was  thruuj^h  the  efforts  of  Mr.  I'lunk- 
ett  that  North  Adams  now  enjoys  the  benefits  of  a  brisk  railroad  com- 
petition, thus  effecting  a  marked  change  in  the  method  of  disposing  of 
the  products  of  the  mills,  including  the  storing  of  the  goods  here 
under  the  low  insurance  of  the  mill  owners*  association,  and  the  selling 
of  the  tfoods  to  the  tr.-de  dircit.  thus  kee])!]^^  the  accounts  hut  once. 
By  the  old  method  these  goods  were  sent  to  a  coinniission  liouse.  insured 
at  high  rates,  with  the  possibility  of  a  total  loss  in  tlie  case  of  a  great 
fire.  He  was  instmnfcntal  in  making  Xorth  Adams  the  great  railroad 
center  that  it  is  at  present.  Where,  a  few  years  ago,  one  or  two  mixed 
trains  did  all  the  business  of  a  day,  there  are  now  many  passenger  ex- 
presses atid  other  trains  necessary  to  do  the  work.  Five  important 
railroads  iirp  e  a  terminus  here. 

Mr.  Plunkelt  was  possessed  ct"  great  natural  and  aciptire*!  force  cf 
ciiaracter,  and  a  remarkable  degree  of  executive  ability,  and  to  these 
traits  we  must  attribute  his  success  and  prosperity.  He  was  of  a 
commanding  figure,  and  would  attract  attention  wherever  he  appeared. 
At  the  age  of  eighty-four  his  form  was  as  erect  as  ever,  and  there  was 
scarcely  a  thread  "f  white  in  his  thick,  hlack  hair,  rind  his  face  was  as 
hright  and  plea-ant  as  it  had  been  at  Hfty.  He  was  a  man  of  strong 
convictions,  slow  ti<  make  uj)  his  mind,  weijjhing  well  all  the  pros  and 
cons  of  a  question,  hut,  his  opinion  once  formed,  was  unalterable.  Mr. 
Plunkett  was  frequently  called  upon  to  make  addresses  in  behalf  of 
various  objects,  and  it  was  while  re.sponding  to  one  of  these  calls,  and 
making  an  address  in  the  town  hall  at  the  reunion  of  the  Forty-ninth 
regiment,  that  he  contracted  a  cold  which,  after  a  lingering  illness,  re^ 
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suited  in  his  <le:iili  Jamtary  1884,  at  the  adxanccd  asjc  of  citjlity- 
four  years.  It  i>  pr. 'Uihlc  that  no  coniniunity  ever  liad  from  any  one 
man  more  diverse  efficient  iniblic  service  covering  a  peri«Kl  of  forty 
years,  than  was  g}\-en  to  Adams  by  General  Plunkett.  The  records 
show  his  ser\-ices  in  constant  requisition.  As  early  as  1B31  he  appears 
as  moderator,  and  with  scarcely  a  >'ear's  exception  up  to  his  decease,  he 
ocaipted  one  or  more  local  offices.  He  was  apparently  wiUinpf  to  put 
his  «.h>'ul(ier  ti  ■  (he  wheel  uhcnc\er  and  \vhere\er  it  wunld  Ix*  helpful. 
The  records  reveal  him  a.«  selectman,  measurer,  hit^hway  surveyor, 
fence  viewer,  bridge  commissioner,  fire  warden,  field  driver,  tithing' 
man,  and  each  of  these  many  times  repeated.  He  was  of  the  com- 
mittee which  laid  out  the  cemetery,  and  of  that  which  matured  frfans 
for  a  free  high  school  in  Adams.  Tn  1840  he  was  elected  as  Whig 
candidate  f<T  state  senator,  lie  was  elected  as  one  of  the  j^overnor's 
council  in  1852.  lie  was  elettcd  delegate  to  the  constitutional  con- 
vention in  1853,  and  lieutenant  go\'emor  in  the  following  year  with 
Governor  Emory  Washburn. 

He  married  .<\chsa]  Brown,  of  New  York;  of  their  children  the 
career  of  William  B.  Plunkett  is  taken  up  in  detail  in  this  publication. 


HON.  CHARLES  H.  PLUNKETT. 

Charles  H.  Piunkett,  an  early  manufacturer,  and  a  man  of  great 
excellence  of  character,  was  bom  in  Lenox.  Massachusetts,  September 
16.  1801,  second  of  the  sons  of  Patrick  and  Mary  (Robinson)  Plunkett. 

He  entered  upon  the  duties  of  life  sadly  handicapiK-d.  Crippled 
by  a  fever  sure,  his  earlv  scIiomI  days  were  less  than  .snfilcient.  yet 
he  acquired  tlie  nidinicni-.  <it  an  educalicm.  and  his  indomitable  spirit 
was  manifested  in  his  Ijeginniiig  of  a  life  of  self-support  at  the  age  of 
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eighteen  years,  on  a  peddler's  cart,  though  at  the  time  and  for  long 
before  he  was  wnnble  to  walk  without  the  aid  of  crutches.  Notwith- 

standiiiif  his  disadv anta^T^cs  he  was  entirely  successful,  and   nmnd  a 
revvanl  for  iii.s  effort,  not  alone  in  business  experience  and  reasonable 
compensation,  but  also  in  health.   In  1825  he  became  a  partner  in  the 
store  of  Dunint  &  Company,  in  Hinsdale  and  was  so  occupied  for  a 
period  of  five  years.   In  183 1  he  purchased  a  water  privilege  of  Cap- 
tain Merriman,  and  built  a  woolen  mill,  and  a  notable  evidence  of  his 
independence  and  deei>-seated  moral  principle  is  discernible  in  the  fact 
that  this  was  the  first  instance  of  the  raising  of  a  buildin^'^  frame  in 
the  town  unaccompanied  with  the  providing  of  liquor  for  those  en- 
gaged.   Taking  into  company  with  himself  his  brother,  Thomas  F. 
Plunkett,  of  Pittsfield,  and  Mr.  Durant,  he  devoted  himself  with  un- 
flagging industry  to  every  department  of  the  business,  and  made  it 
gratifvingly  remunerative.   In  1851  he  began  the  building  of  the  Lower 
\'alley  null,  takinij  as  a  partner  his  brother-in-law.  Charles  J.  Kitt- 
rcd.t,'e.    rr(ts])erity  attended  them  in  tliis  venture,  and  in  1855  Mr. 
Plunkett  bought  the  Aaron  Sawyer  tannery,  where  he  built  the  middle 
mill  to  establish  in  business  his  son  Henry,  as  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  C.  H.  Plunkett  &  Son.  In  i860  his  factories  furnished  emj^oyment 
to  some  two  hundred  and  fifty  people,  and  were  the  principal  industry 
of  the  villa^^c.    After  his  death  (in  iSf^x^)  the  business  was  incorixjraled 
under  the  title  of  the  i'lunkett  WOolen  Company. 

Mr.  Plunkett  governed  his  entire  business  career  by  one  stead- 
fastly adhered-to  rule:  "This  one  thing  I  do,"  devoting  himself  en- 
tirely to  the  one  occupation  lie  had  chosen,  and  resolutely  declining  to 
be  drawn  into  any  other.  When  scarcely  eight  years  old  he  joined  the 
church  in  Hinsdale,  and  that  at  that  early  as^fc  he  well  knew  his  heart 
and  motives  is  amply  evidenced  by  his  unblemislicd  Christian  walk 
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and  conversation  from  tliat  inMir.tnt  until  the  i-nd  <n  hi>  Inf.  lit-  was 
m<ire  than  a  uhtc  (kmr  ut  llu»  law;  he  was  of  a  deeply  rclig;itius  nature. 
His  sterling  moral  principle  was  fortified  by  a  strong  will,  and,  dealing 
with  thousands,  he  ivas  never  open  to  hint  of  inexactness  or  injustice. 
That  he  excelled  in  judgment  appears  from  the  testimony  of  a  dis- 
tinguished lawyer,  who  said.  '*!  would  as  soon  have  his  judgment  on 
an  important  law  case  as  that  of  a  judc^e  on  the  bench  of  the  Supreme 
(.fiurt."  In  delivcrin;,'  ilu"  funeral  discHursc  over  the  remains  of  Mr. 
IMunkett,  on  September  27,  iH()o.  the  Rev.  Dr.  Todd  said:  "During 
the  tliirty-five  years  he  has  been  in  this  town  he  has  risen  in  business, 
in  character,  and  in  influence,  until  he,  who  began  life  a  poor,  lame  and 
diseased  boy,  became  one  of  the  most  remarkable  men  Berkshire  has 
ever  raised."  After  the  funeral  the  Berkshire  Manufacturers*  Asso- 
ciation adopted  resolmii'us  in  wliich  were  contained  the  follow  inij  a])- 
preciative  sentences:  "  The  c-jmnionwealth  that  he  ser\ed  well  has  lost 
one  of  her  truest  sons;  his  native  county  is  sensible  of  its  great  loss; 
the  town  in  which  he  spent  'tiis  active  life  mourns;  Uie  lai^  business 
community  of  which  he  w<is  pre-eminently  the  protector,  friend  and 
guide,  is  bewildered  with  the  sudden  stroke;  his  stricken  family,  alas! 
may  they  have  a  stronper  than  human  arm  for  tlieir  su])i>>rt  in  this 
dark  hour.  He  was  one  of  the  orig'inalors  of  this  as.s»K:iatii>n,  and  one 
ot  its  presidents,  one  of  its  guidintr  c<iun-elIors.  In  his  own  line  of 
business  his  opinions  were  positive  authority,  and  for  wisdom  in  human 
affairs  generally,  we  do  net  often  meet  his  peer." 

Mr.  Plunkett  married,  in  1841,  Mary  Kittredge,  bom  in' 1809,  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  Abel  Kittredge.  To  Charles  and  Mary  (Kittredpe) 
Plunkett  \v(Te  horn  five  children,  of  wIvmu  the  last  survivor  is  a  son, 
Gcor^ife  T.  IMunkett.  owner  and  inaiiaj^er  of  the  I'lunkett  factories. 
The  public  library  in  llin.sdalc  is  the  outgrowth  of  a  bequest  of  five 
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thousand  dollars,  made  by  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Plunkett,  and 
since  then  the  IMunkett  family  have  quadrupled  this  original  bequest, 

makiiij^  Library  Hall  one  of  the  principal  architectural  ornaments  and 

educational  ;i^c!iciis  ni  the  I'lwn. 

Abel  Kittrcdm",  M.  I  ).,  was  Imi  n  m  l  ew  ksbiir\ ,  Massacluiseits, 
1773;  diet!  iti  Hinsdale.  Massitcliusells,  June  3,  1847;  married  in  Hins- 

« 

dale,  1795.  Eunice  Chamberlain. 

Dr.  Kittredge  was  descended  from  John  Kittredge.  who  received 
a  grant  of  land  in  Bilierica,  Massachusetts,  in  i66a  John  Kittredge 
married,  November  2.  1664,  Mary  Littlefield,  bom  December  14,  1646. 
TTiey  had  five  children. 

Dr.  Kittredge  studied  medicine  with  his  brother,  Dr.  William 
Kittredj^e.  of  Conway.  Massaolm-ittv,  ;»n(l  enter«*d  u|x>n  practice  in 
Dalton.  wliLiue  he  removed  to  1  linsdalt',  and  then  to  l)alt<'n  ajjain. 
finally  settling;  in  Hinsdale  in  i^i^.  In  iScxj  (iovernor  Strong  com- 
missioned him  "  surgeon's  mate  "  of  the  Third  R^ment  of  militia.  In 
1802  he  located  in  Hinsdale  and  there  practiced  his  profession  until 
1827,  when  he  relinquished  it  on  account  of  an  eye  ailment,  his  son. 
Dr.  Benjamin  F.  Kittredge,  succeeding  him.  Dr.  Abel  Kittredge  there> 
after  busied  himself  with  agricultural  matters,  and  became  one  of  the 
largest  farmers  in  the  town.  Tie  reared  nine  children:  i.  Marinda, 
born  I7v«^.  'c'-anie  the  wile  ot'  the  Rev.  Mr.  I^Mnbard.  2.  William  C. 
was  a  lawxer  and  jnd.ue.  and  l)ecrnne  heutenant-iL;o\ crnor  of  \'ermont. 
3.  Benjamin  F..  h>ru  iSoj.  a  i)hy>ic!an.  Iiciore  referred  to.  4.  Judith, 
born  1805.  marrie<l  a  Dr.  Wells,  of  \\  indsor.  5.  Mary,  wife  of  Charles 
H.  Plunkett  (see  sketch).  6.  Eunice,  born  181 1,  married  Hiram  Pad-, 
dock,  of  Hamilton.  New  York.  7.  Sophronia,  bom  1816,  married  a 
Mr.  Bardon.  of  Hamilton,  New  York.   8.  Charles  J.,  bom  1818.  who 


became  a  merchant  and  manufacturer  (see  sketch 
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HON.  THOMAS  F.  PLUNKKTT. 

Thomas  t\  Plunkett.  (or  many  years  actively  identitietl  with  the 
business  and  social  activities  of  Pittsfield  ami  the  county  of  Berkshire, 
was  bom  in  I^nx,  Massachusetts,  in  1804.  the  youngest  son  of  Pat- 
rick and  Mary  (Robinson)  Phtnkett. 

His  efltication  was  obtained  at  tliat  excellent  institution,  the  Lenox 
Academy.  [<"<>r  tuo  years  he  cinlcav  1  tied  t<)  follow  a  mechanical  liamli- 
craft,  but  such  occupation  \V3S  not  tt)  his  likiujc;'.  and.  as  a  hiof^rapher 
has  phrased  it,  he  "  entered  the  broad  iield  of  the  world,  traveling  from 
town  to  town  through  eastern  New  York,  conducting  a  trade  with 
householderii  and  cotmtry  dealers — a  trade  which,  in  those  days  of  in- 
frequent cotrmiimication.  rose  to  considerable  j  ;  portions,  meeting  at 
!lie  ci 'iintry  'ims  the  more  social  spirits  of  each  villajje  and  li^teiiins^ 
with  the  Imngry  eagerness  of  youth  U>  discussions  of  questions  of  the 
day»  often  viewed  from  standpoints  quite  novel  to  him."  It  was  during 
these  experiences  that  he  gained  a  deep  knowledge  of  men,  a  keen  tact 
in  tnfhiencing  them,  and  a  small  amount  of  means — acquisitions  which, 
he  was  accustomed  to  say,  cost  htm  the  great  labor  of  his  life.  With 
a  small  cnpitnl  he  went  to  Chester.  Massachusetts,  where  he  hetian  the 
manufacture  of  slat  window-shades,  .\fter  these  had  j^one  out  of  fash- 
ion, he  ])urcha.sed  a  smaW  cotton  factory,  which  he  conducted  lor  a 
period  of  eight  years.  Having  now  accumulated  what  seemed  to  him 
a  modest  fortune,  he  came  to  Pittsfield  (in  1836)  and,  carrying  out  a 
*  long  proposed  plan,  purchased  a  farm,  on  Unkamet  street,  next  east  of 
the  railroad. 

Mr.  Plunkett,  however,  was  endowed  widi  finalities  which  would 
not  long  iJermit  him  >o  sit  down  to  the  quietude  of  a  farm  life,  and  three 
years  afterward  (in  1839)  he  engaged  in  cotton  manufacturing  in  the 
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city  ot  Pittst'icid,  and  which  he  coiulucied  with  great  success  luiiil 
1866,  when  he  severecl  his  connection  with  the  enter(»-ise.  He  had 
meantime  become  senior  partner  in  the  firm  of  Plunkett,  Wyllys  & 
Company,  cotton  manufacturers  at  South  Glastonbury,  Connecticut,  of 
which  his  son.  Major  Charles  T.  I'huikett,  Ix'canic  business  manager. 
W  ithinii  reino\iii«;  h!s  rcsi<leiicc  In  mi  i'ittslicid,  Mr.  Plunkett  contiinietl 
with  this  tirni  until  his  death.  lie  was  also  president  o£  the  L'nion 
Manufacturing  Company  of  North  Manchester,  Connecticut,  of  which 
his  son,  Thomas  F.  Plunkett,  became  treasurer. 

Mr.  Plunkett  was  an  accom))lishec1  financier,  and  a  fi^re  of  first 
iiii|H  rl.ince  ii'  ni.'.in-  (»t  \hc  larijcst  fiitcrprises  of  the  city  and  county. 
For  twenty-seven  years  he  was  n  (hrector  in  the  Agricultural  Bank, 
and  its  president  fur  five  years,  lie  was  among*  the  most  active  of  the 
officiary  of  the  Berkshire  Life  Insurance  Company  from  the  time  of  its 
organization,  and  became  president  in  1861,  succeeding  Governor  Briggs, 
deceased.  His  colleagues  uriimdi^intjly  conceded  that  his  business  talent 
and  deep  interest  ci)ntrihuted  inatenallv  to  the  reinarkalile  success 
the  coni])any.  His  services  to  the  pul>hc  were  of  great  benefit,  par- 
ticularly in  connection  with  the  institution  of  gas  and  water  works,  the 
projecting  and  building  of  the  Housatonic  and  the  Boston  &  Albany 
railroads,  the  removal  of  the  county  seat.  etc.  A  Democrat  in  politics, 
nfilcial  preferment  did  not  come  to  him  as  it  would  had  his  convictions 
been  with  the  jwrty  t(^  which  he  was  antaj^onistic.  As  it  was,  however, 
his  successes  were  Iwnorable,  aiul  his  i)ublic  service  was  most  efficient 
and  without  smirch.  He  represented  Chester  in  the  legislature  in  1834 
and  1835.  was  chosen  from  Pitlsfield  to  the  same  body  in  1868.  1869 
and  1875,  an<t  was  elected  senator  from  Berkshire  county 
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enabled  on  occasion  lo  exert  a  strong;  influence  in  favor  of  a  cherished 
l)n>ject.  hut  this  was  always  in  Ixrhalt  «»f  a  piibhc  end,  and  in  nunc  for 
personal  ajji,Mrindizemcnl.  To  again  quote:  "He  was  a  man  of  original 
and  energetic  thought,  uniquely  fitted  for  the  places  which  he  filled. 
He  was  a  close  obser\'er  of  men  and  things,  with  a  happy  faculty  of 
adapting  all  he  learned  to  wliatever  purpose  he  had  in  hand.  His 
sympathies  were  qiiick,  and  nothing  which  pertained  to  the  welfare  of 
the  coninninity  or  of  the  cnuntry  was  foreign  to  tliem.  l"'ir  forty  years 
he  was  fully  identitied  witii  the  public  affairs  of  rittstield,  and  during 
all  tliat  time  there  was  hanlly  a  project  for  public  improvement  in 
whose  discussion  he  did  not  take  part,  and  few  which  he  was  not  con- 
cerned in  carrying  out." 

Mr.  Plunkett  was  marrietl.  in  April.  1830,  to  Miss  Hannah  S. 
Tavlor.  of  Chester,  wlio  dit<l  in  1844.  In  October,  1847.  he  married 
Miss  Harriet  Merrick  1  lodge,  of  Iladley,  Massachusetts.  Mr.  IMunkett 
died  October  31,  1875. 

The  children  of  his  first  marriage  were:  William 'Robinson;  Sarah, 
married  Eduard  Boltwood;  Giarles  T.:  Thomas  F.  Those  of  his  sec- 
ond marriage  were:  Harriet;  Helen  Edwards,  married  James  W. 
Hull:  Exlward  Leicester,  died  i8yo;  Lyman,  died  1890;  Daisy,  died 

VVJLLIAM  B.  PLUNKETT. 

The  broad  grasp  of  business  intricacies,  the  boldness  of  business 
conception,  the  spirit  of  progressiveness,  and  the  will  and  int%- 

rity  which  were  characteristics  of  the  late  General  W,  C.  Plunkett  are 
a  part  of  the  valuable  heritage  of  bis  son,  W'illiaam  B.  Pbnikctt.  There 
has  been  manifest  in  the  latter,  too.  a  willingness  to  devote  time  and 
talent  to  the  ccmduct  of  various  public  and  private  trusts,  and  in  the 
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advancement  of  the  interests  of  both  church  md  state  he  has  been  a  val- 
uable factor. 

Ik-  was  gra'luatcd  I'nim  Moni'tc  Cdllcgiatc  Institute,  and  enteral 
into  business  with  his  iatlier,  being  admitted  into  the  firm  of  Plnnkett 
&  Wheeler  upon  attaining  his  majority.  The  manufacture  of  cotton 
warps  'vms  continued  under  the  above  firm  name  until  Charles  T.  Hunk- 
ett,  yotmger  son  of  W.  C.  Plunkett,  was  taken  into  partnership  asso- 
ciation, since  which  time  it  has  been  operated  under  the  name  of  W.  C. 
Plunkett  &  Sons. 

In  1879.  William  H.  I'lunkett  was  elected  treasurer  and  manager 
of  Greylock  .Mills.  Xorth  Adams.  This  was  converted  into  a  gingliam 
factory^  and  within  three  years,  under  his  management,  the  output  was 
tripled.  These  mills  are  now  utilized  as  a  manufactoiy  of  fine  cottons, 
and  are  part  of  the  plant  now  ovmed  by  the  firm.  Mr.  Plunkett  also 
effected  the  purchase  of  the  Henry  Miller  mill,  now  known  as  Greylock 
Mill.  Xi..  2. 

W,  C.  Plunkett  &  Sons  in  1879  absorbed  the  Adams  paper  mill  and 
equipped  the  buildings  with  improved  machinery  for  the  opentson  of 
a  cotton  warps  and  cotton  cloth  manufacturing  establishment.  In  De- 
cember. 1886.  this  last  named  mill  was  destroyed  by  fire,  whereupon 
W.  B.  Plunkett  established  a  new  and  separate  company,  rebuilding 
upon  the  old  site,  in  1889.  a  new  and  nuKlern  buildinjcr.  and  installing 
tluTcin  an  cf|U!pnicnt  of  tip  td-ilate  machinc-n-.  the  business  being  in- 
corporated as  the  F.erk^hirc  Cotton  Manufacturing  Company,  with  a 
cs^italizatton  of  a  half  million  dollars,  and  W.  B.  Plunkett  as  treas- 
urer. Success  attended  the  enterprise,  and  in  October,  1891,  the  plant 
was  duplicated  and  capital  stock  doubled.  In  1895  directors  voted 
to  again  double  the  plant's  ca|)acity  in  a  single  mammoth  structure, 
making  in  all  three  plants,  with  155,000  spindles.  oi)erating  about  3,700 
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looms,  and  employing  if 500  operatives,  upon  an  investment  of  two  mill- 
ion dollars.  In  April,  1899,  another  half  million  dollars  was  added  to 
the  capital,  and  an  additional  gigantic  mill  huilt  and  put  in  operation. 

'1  he  executive  i^rasp  <>l  imiiien--e  imlu>iry  h:l^  been  wisely  jjlaced 

tlirougli' >ut  these  years  of  wondcrlul  progress  with  Mr.  \V.  B.  rhiiikett. 

Mr.  i'lunkett  lias  ser\'ed  as  member  of  governor's  council,  and  for 
two  years,  1898-99.  was  president  of  the  Home  Market  Oub  when  this 
protective  association  was  at  the  zenith  of  its  influence  in  national  pol- 
itics and  l^islation.  He  has  been  delegate  to  numerous  conventions, 
anifflig  the  number  the  Rqniblican  national  convention  at  Minneapolis 
in  i<S<;_'.  He  was  a  nieiiil  er  of  the  tintiniial  ailvisory  enniniittec  durinjj 
Mr.  McKinley's  first  campaign,  and  rcndcied  c<)ns|>icu«>usly  vahiable 
service.  He  enjoyed  the  especial  friendship  of  President  McKinley, 
who  was  Mr.  Ptunkett's  guest  at  .'\dams  upon  several  occasions  while 
president. 

Mr.  Plunkett  was  in  heartiest  s>'mpathy  and  co-operation  with  his 
brother  ("liarles  throughout  tlie  l.ater's  successful  efYorts  for  the  in- 
stallation of  Adams"  niaj^uilkent  pubUc  library.  The  erection  of  the  mon- 
ument to  Presidait  McKinley  in  Adams  was  due  in  large  measure  to 
the  personal  work  of  Mr.  VV.  B.  Plunkett. 

Mr.  Plunkett  is  president  of  the  Greylock  National  Bank,  Adams ; 
is  one  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  New  York  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany and  the  North  Adams  Trust  Company,  and  a  member  of  the  di- 
rectorates of  the  Berkshire  Life  Insurance  Coiupany,  the  I'erksliire 
Mutual  I'ire  Insurance  Compau\.  I'itt-lleld.  and  the  Mutual  I'ire  In- 
surance Company  of  Boston.  He  has  been  a  lifelong  member  of  the 
Congregational  church,  and  since  1888  superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
school,  which  now  has  an  average  attendance  of  nearly  five  hundred. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  church  prudential  committee.   He  was  a  generous 


110 


BERKSHIRE  COUNTY 


contributor  and  helpful  factor  generally  in  the  building  of  the  parish 

house  and  parsonage  at  Adams. 

Ho  mariic'd.  j.iiuKiry  i.  1873,  Lydia  l-".  I-'rencli.  of  Adams.  Two 
sons  '.Ktrn  •)!  this  union  are  William  C.  and  'niei^<lorc  R.  Plunkctt. 

William  C  Pluiikett  (2)  is  a  graduate  of  Williams  College,  class 
of  1900.  He  is  manager  of  the  W.  C.  Plunkett  &  Sons  cotton  mills, 
Adams.  He  married  Florence,  daughter  of  J.  M.  Canedy,  and  has  two 
children — ^William  and  Lyda. 

Thei)d<>rc  R.  Plunkett  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Berkshire  Cotton 
Manufacturini;  Company.  Adatns.  He  married  Henie.  daughter  of  A. 
B.  Daniels,  treasurer  of  the  L.  L.  Brown  Paper  Company,  Adams. 


THOiMAS  K.  PLUNKETT. 

Thomas  K.  Plunkett,  deceased,  for  many  years  an  active  member 
of  the  Plunkett  Woolen  Company,  was  bom  in  the  town  of  Hinsdale, 

Berkshire  omnix  .  M.issaelniselts,  T>cemher  H,  1H39.  son  of  Charles  II. 
Pluukett,  whose  l)i<>^raj)hy  is  contained  in  this  work. 

Thomas  K.  Plunkett  acquired  a  liberal  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town  and  the  Hinsdale  Academy,  the  latter  insti- 
tution being  then  under  the  management  of  Mr.  I.  N.  Lincoln.  He  was 
engaged  with  his  brother  George  T.  Plunkett  and  others  in  the  operation 
of  the  Plunkett  Wtx)len  Company,  an  industry  established  at  Hinsdale 
I)y  his  father,  ("harles  H.  Plunkett.  He  followed  the  fair  and  broad- 
minded  characteristics  of  liis  father,  and  was  a  just  judge  l)etween  em- 
ployer and  employee.  He  always  took  an  active  interest  in  all  measures 
that  pertained  to  the  welfare  and  development  of  the  people,  and  his 
heart  and  purse  were  open  to  the  needs  of  the  poor  and  afflicted.  Al- 
though not  actively  interested  in  political  affairs,  yet  he  served  as  repre- 
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sentattve  frum  his  native  town  to  the  Massachusetts  legislature  duriilg 
the  years  1868  and  1869.  He  was  a  regular  attendant  of  the  G»grega- 
tional  church,  an  adherent  of  the  principles  of  Democrat,  a  charter 
member  of  Globe  .Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons^  of  Hinsdale,  and 
a  member  of  Mystic  Lodge,  of  Pittsfidd.  He  was  passionately  fond  of 
high-brcil  horse:;,  and  was  tlie  owner  of  from  twelve  to  twenty  ot  these 
noble  animals. 

On  May  22,  i866»  Mr.  Plunkett  was  married  to  Abbie  L.  Taylor, 
the  tenth  child  of  Otis  and  Parmelia  (Gapp)  Taylor,  and  her  birth  oc^ 
currcd  in  Chester,  a  neighboring  town,  August  30,  1843.  mar- 
riage ceremony  was  performed  by  Kinsl^  Twining,  a  relative  of  the 
Taylor  family,  and  of  this  large  and  influential  family,  besides  Mrs. 
Plunkett.  there  are  snrvivin?,  Mr->.  l.iuy  V..  T.  l-Dotc.  of  West  Mcd- 
foril :  Otis  S.  Taylor,  of  .S[)riiig^fiel(l ;  and  Ambrose  Taylor,  of  Hinsdale. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Plunkett  are:  M.  Louise,  born  in 
1874;  and  Charles  H.,  bom  in  1876,  and  now  deceased  and  whose  per- 
sonal memoirs  are  contained  in  this  work.  Mr.  Plunkett  died  July  21, 
1878.  and  his  demise  was  sincerely  mourned  by  a  wide  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances. 

WlLLl.XM  ROBINSOX  I'Ll'NKKTT. 

William  R.  Plunkett.  deceasefl,  of  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  was, 
during  a  long  and  unusually  active  career,  a  leafier  in  the  commercial 
and  financial  afFatrs  of  Berkshire  county,  and  his  name  was  held  in 

honor  for  the  masterly  ability  and  sterling  intej;rity  which  it  repre- 
sented. 

He  was  the  eldest  of  the  sons  of  Tliomas  1*'.  Plunkett  (see  sketch 
berein),  and  in  him  reappeared  the  fine  mental  traits  and  strong  per- 
sonality of  his  sire.    He  liegan  his  education  in  the  Chester  public 
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schools,  later  enteretl  IMiiilijis  Andover  .Academy,  antl  was  then  for 
two  years  a  student  at  Yale  College,  where  he  made  special  preparation 
for  a  law  cciirse,  which  he  later  pursued  at  the  Harvard  Law  School. 
Returning  to  Pittsfield,  he  had  the  advantages  of  practical  instrtiction 
in  the  ofHccs  of  Knckwell  C  nlt.  The  senior  nieniber  of  this  finn 
was  Julius  Kt)ck\\ell.  for  many  ycar-^  ju^^ticc  ot  the  Massachusetts  su- 
perior court,  and  Mr.  Colt  was  one  of  the  leading  justices  of  the  Massa* 
diusetts  supreme  judicial  court  Under  these  excdlent  practitioners  Mr. 
Plunkett  received  an  excellent  1^1  training,  and  he  was  admitted  to  the 
Berkshire  county  har  in  1853.  Shortly  afterward  he  fonucd  a  ])artnership 
with  J.inics  T  R<  binsiju,  who  was  later  judge  ol  tlie  iierkshirc  county 
probate  court,  lliis  association  was  soon  terminated,  Mr.  Robinson 
removing  to  North  Adams.  In  the  years  following  Mr.  Plunkett  built 
up  a  large  practice.  He  was  seldom  seen  in  court  and  seldom  had  a  jury 
ca«se.  He  was  a  rare')  gifted  counsellor,  and  followerl  an  office  prac- 
tice in  wiiicii  he  coiuinnt'd  evt-n  after  becoming  immersed  in  his  large 
business  concerns,  and  until  the  \Qry  day  of  his  death. 

Mr.  Plunkett  found  his  introduction  to  business  affairs  outside  his 
profession  through  the  necessities  of  his  father,  whose  aid  and  legal 
counsellor  he  was.   He  thus  became  connected  with  the  Berkshire  Life 
Insurance  (rompany.  of  whidi  he  1kx\'uiic  prcsidnit  in  1S78.     It  was 
under  his  administration  that  tliis  company  had  its  most  substantial 
growth  and  came  to  be  recognized  as  among  the  most  important  in  the 
world  of  life  insurance.   He  was  also  vice-president  of  the  Agricultural 
National  Bank,  one  of  the  strongest  financial  institutions  in  all  New 
I'ji-I  unl.  trcnsiner  nt'  the  Pittsfifld  0»al  (las  ComjKuiy  he  was 

largely  instnmiental  in  cxttMKhntr  its  w(jrk<  and  increasing  its  output 
throughout  the  city  of  i*ittsiiekl  and  in  Dalton.   In  all  these  and  other 
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corporations  with  which  he  was  connected  Mr.  Plunkett  maintained  an 
unflagging:  interest 

For  msny  years  Mr.  Plunkett  harl  been  closely  associated  with  the 
I\»nt<H)siK-  V.'iMilcn  Coniixiiiy.  an<l  lit  was  long  its  president  ami  the 
manager  of  its  large  affairs.  Tliis  corporation  possesses  an  ancient  and 
honorable  history.  It  was  founded  in  1825  by  Henry  Shaw,  of  Lanes- 
boro,  and  has  been  dnringr  its  entire  career  one  of  the  strongest  con- 
cerns in  its  line  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  PltMikett  was  nt  the  same  time  loyally  devoteil  u>  the  city 
and  county  wliic))  were  the  scene  of  his  broadly  useful  effort,  and  he 
was  a  potential  leader  in  all  that  could  conduce  to  their  interests  and 
promote  their  fame.    He  was  particularly  devoted  to  the  Berkshire 
Athenaettm,  of  whose  board  of  trustees  he  was  a  member  from  1871  to 
the  time  of  bis  death,  and  ojic  of  his  n^n^t  meril(  ►rioiis  services  in  hehalt 
of  that  excellent  institution  wro  rctidered  in  next  to  the  last  year  of  his 
life,  1902.    Hon.  Zenas  Crane  had  made  known  his  desire  to  give  to 
Pittsfidd  and  Berkshire  county  a  beautiful  museum  of  natural  history 
and  art  and  he  intnisted  to  Mr.  Plunkett  and  ex-Mayor  Hawkins  the 
task  of  orqrrjnizing  it.  and  it  was  larjjely  throujEfh  Mr.  Phinkett's  instru- 
mentality that  the  Museum  and  Athenaeum  were  united  under  one 
management.    Mr.  Plunkett  often  set  aside  a  business  or  social  en-' 
gagement  in  order  to  give  his  attention  to  some  matter  of  importance 
in  connection  with  the  Athenaeum.   He  early  ^>proved  the  reopening 
of  a  reading  rcxwn  in  the  Athenaeum,  and  he  made  the  .Athenaeum  and 
other  local  institutions  the  recipients  of  gifts  of  substantial  value.  he- 
Stowed  in  a  quiet,  unostentatious  way  in  keeping  with  the  traditions  of 
the  family.   He  was  a  member  of  the  committee  appcrinted  in  187 1  to 
procure  the  erection  of  the  soldiers*  monument,  and  he  had  but  re- 
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cently  interested  himself  in  a  movement  for  the  removal  of  that  stately 

shall  to  a  riMrt"  eliij^ibK;  site. 

Mr.  Plunkett  was  a  fine  type  of  tlie  true  Atnerican  citizen.  Shirk- 
ing no  duty  or  responsibility  in  his  relation  to  his  fellows,  a  delicate 
sense  of  honor  held  him  aloof  from  actual  puMic  service.  More  than 
once  he  war  offered  the  maxoralty  of  his  city,  hat  invariably  declined, 
notwithstandiXe:  the  fact  that  his  wide  knowlcflsrc  of  municipal  atTairs 
and  great  capahihty  niaue  him  a  logical  candidate,  lie  based  his  dechna- 
lion  upon  his  connection  with  various  ccHporations,  and  the  impro- 
priety of  his  sitting  upon  a  l^slative  body  which  had  power  to  restrict 
or  enlarge  their  powers  and  privileges.  He  constantly  allied  himself 
with  the  best  elements  of  his  party,  exertinpf  himself  to  maintain  a  Wgli 
standard  for  jjublic  officials,  and  he  did  ii«  t  1u*sitate  to  t'\|)ress  liis  dis- 
approval of  iiijiidicions  policies  and  objecli<>iial)lc  candidates.  In  1876. 
after  much  solicitation,  he  accepted  the  Democratic  nomination  for  the 
lieutenant-gmemorship  on  the  ticket  with  Charles  Francis  Adams. 

Mr.  Plunkett  was  a  man  of  fine  literary  tastes  and  excellent  social 
qualities.  Me  was  a  menil)er  of  the  Monday  Evening  Club,  whose  meet- 
ing he  habitually  attcndetl.  and  his  pa|)er.s,  replete  with  wit  and  humor, 
and  with  unconscious  revelations  of  his  own  keen  perception  and  fine 
ideals,  were  always  heard  with  peculiar  interest.  He  was  a  public 
speaker  of  more  tlian  ordinary  ability,  but  in  later  years  declined  in- 
vitations to  take  the  rostrum.  He  was  a  t;r.iceful  writer,  and  one  of  his 
most  (inishcd  efforts  was  a  j)artinilarly  iiUtrv^stinj;  historical  pa|)er  on 
"The  0\t\  b'lin."  written  the  \car  bel'orc  his  death,  on  the  occasion  of 
Peace  Party  Chapter.  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  erecting 
a  sun  dial  monument  in  city  hall  park. 

Mr.  Plunkett  was  twice  married.   His  first  wife  was  Mi!^'''i3«a- 
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her  death,  he  married  her  sister.  Miss  May  Kellogg,  who  bore  him  three 
children — Thomas  F..  a  ,^duate  of  Princeton  University,  who  is  now 

t'lii^ai^eil  in  (he  I'oiittH.suc  WOdlcii  Mills:  and  l-'Ji/ahoth  and  Marion. 
For  many  years  the  family  home  lias  hten  the  old  Appletoii  mansion 
on  East  street,  made  famous  by  the  delightful  poet,  Henry  W.  Long- 
fellow, as  the  scene  of  much  of  his  literary  work.  On  the  stairway 
still  stands  the  cUkIc  which  Mr.  D^ngfellow  made  the  subject  of  one 
of  his  sweetest  Wts  of  verse.  "The  Old  Clock  on  the  Stairs." 

Mr.  Plnnkett  died  on  the  eveningf  of  necenil)er  7,  at  the  ai^e 

of  se\  enty-t\vo  years.  The  sad  e'  ent  was  a  *lreadfnl  sh<^ck  to  tlie  entire 
community.  He  was  in  usual  health  and  spirits,  had  attended  to  con- 
siderable business  <luring  the  day,  and  was  spending  the  evening  at  the 
residence  of  Mrs.  Ensign  H.  Kellogg.  When  about  to  leave  for  his 
home,  he  complained  of  an  ill  feeling  due  to  heart  failure,  and  he  expired 
within  a  half  hour.  Tlie  entire  city  was  at  once  phing^etl  into  mourn- 
111,1^'.  riie  flay:<  on  all  puMic  and  many  private  luiildin^s  were  placed  at 
half-mast,  and  the  city  council  held  a  sijecial  moetini;  to  arrange  for  a 
public  funeral.  The  general  sorrow  was  voiced  by  Mayor  Sisson,  who 
said:  "Probably  no  man  of  the  present  time  has  rendered  more  con- 
spiatous  serx'ice,  without  ostentation,  to  the  town  and  city  of  Pittsfield, 
than  has  Mr.  Plunkett,  whose  sudden  demise  we  are  now  called  upon 
to  ni'  urn.  h\  his  death  PiitsfieUl  .sustains  a  i>ublic  loss  that  can  neither 
1)€  eslunate<l  nor  compensated." 

CH.\RLES  HENRY  PLUNKETT. 

Among  the  records  of  the  Plunketts  of  Berkshire  county,  Massa- 
chusetts, the  narrative  of  whose  careers  forms  a  distinct  and  important 
feature  of  this  publication,  should  be  included  that  of  the  late  Charles 
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Heniy  Pliinkctt,  who,  although  a  much  younger  man  at  the  time  of 
his  decease  than  others  of  the  name  whose  memoirs  are  contained 
herein,  was  of  such  fair  promise  and  proved  so  abundantly  equal  to 
the  efficient  performance  of  such  important  trusts  as  to  warrant  the 

belief  tliat,  had  he  been  spared  to  roiind  out  a  ripened  manhood,  his 
achievenients  wduld  have  nmrkcd  him  a  leader  in  the  industrial  wdrld. 

He  was  l)r>rn  January  21,  1876.  at  Hinsdale,  a  son  o£  the  late 
Thomas  K.  Plunkett,  whose  father,  Charles  Henry  Plunkett,  was  of 
the  family  of  Patrick  Plunkett,  founder  of  the  family  fortunes  in 
America,  and  an  early  settler  in  Bericshire  county.  Charles  Henry 
Plunkett,  Jr.,  or  Harry  Plunkett,  as  he  was  familiarly  known  in  his 
native  place,  attended  the  schools  of  Hinsdale,  the  hig'h  school  in  FMtts- 
fidd,  and  River\iew  Military  Academy  at  Pouj^hkccpsic.  Xe\v  York, 
from  which  last  lamed  instituticm  he  was  graduated  with  the  class 
of  '83.  The  following  year  he  was  established  in  the  employ  of  the 
Sprague  Elevator  Company,  near  Newark,  New  Jersey.  Entering  that 
company's  shops,  and  being  a  mechanical  genius  of  superabundant  en- 
erg)'  and  industry,  he  speedily  acquired  a  thorough  knowledge  t>f  e'tc- 
trical  elevatf>r  cf instruct i(in.  Tliis  was  put  to  the  test  one  year  later, 
when  he  was  sent  to  San  I  Vancisco  to  superintend  the  construction  of 
an  elevator  equipment  for  one  of  the  greatest  structures  on  the  Pacific 
coast,  involving  the  building  of  eighteen  passenger  and  freight  elevators. 
So  youthful  was  his'  appearance  that  he  was  received  at  San  Francisco 
with  a  dubiety  as  to  his  probable  qualifications  for  the  important  duties 
w  ith  which  he  w.is  entrusted  that  would  h;i\e  d.iuntcd  a  less  capable  and 
determined  young  man.  "I  sent  for  a  man,"  was  the  remark  that 
greeted  him.  His  prompt  and  characteristic  response  was,  in  effect, 
that  should  he  be  weighed  in  the  balance  and  found  wanting,  a  man 
should  be  forthcoming,  and  that  he  would  of  necessity  come  from  the 
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east.  The  work  in  question,  however,  was  most  satisfactorily  accom- 
plished, and  his  services  were  brought  into  requisition  similarly  in  the 
fulfillment  of  the  contracts  of  the  company  and  its  successor,  the  Otis 
Elevator  Company,  in  numerous  of  the  great  centers  of  population 
throughout  the  United  States. 

So  unsparingly  did  he  tax  his  physique  while  yet  a  mere  hoy, 
through  his  ardent  devotion  to  his  labors,  that  he  was  compelled  to 
rest  therefnmi  tor  indre  than  a  year  in  an  eii(k^i\iir  to  rcjc^in  normal 
Strength.    Before  this  had  been  well  nco impli-=ht'(l  he  was  again  in  the 
full  tide  *  f  active  business  life,  this  time  asMXMatetl  with  the  Marine 
Engine  and  Machine  Company  of  New  York  city.  One  of  the  last  and 
most  noteworthy  of  the  contracts  of  this  company  with  which  young 
Plunkett  was  connected  was  the  installation  under  his  superintendence 
of  the  great  electric  elevator  in  the  Washington  Moniunent  at  Wash- 
ington City.   Concerning  tiib  Mr.  M.  F.  Moore,  president  of  the  com- 
pany, in  a  congratutatory  letter  to  the  young  engineer,  took  occasion 
to  inform  him  that  "  CoIv>nel  Bingham  has  Ik'cu  ver\'  profuse  in  his 
expressions  of  approval."  referring  to  elevator  construction  in  the  ^Ton- 
umcnt  and  the  White  House,  tuider  Mr.  Plunkett.    .Shortly  after  the 
completion  of  these  contracts  he  was  again  compelled  to  tiesist  from  his 
labors.   He  vainly  sought  relief  for  his  pulmonary  affection  in  the  piney 
atmosphere  of  Asheville,  North  Carolina;  but  the  overtaxation  of  his 
system  had  been  too  complete  for  recuperation,  and  he  died  at  his  home 
in  Hinsdale,  June  12,  1904.   He  was  a  young  man  of  most  exemplary 
habits,  and  upon  whose  name  there  was  no  stain  of  dishonor. 


GEORGE  T.  PLUNKETT. 
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He  is  a  son  of  the  late  Charles  11.  Plunki'tt.  aiul,  with  his  brother 
Thomas  K.  Plunkett,  succeeded  to  the  pioneer  wfxilen  industry  estab- 
lished by  the  father  at  Hinsdale,  and  operated  by  the  sons  and  others 
as  the  Plunkett  Woolen  Company. 

Mr.  Plunkett  has  been  active  in  advancing^  the  general  interests 
of  Hinsdale  and  has  efficiently  served  his  community  in  many  public 
and  private  capacities. 

He  married  a  daughter  o£  Zenas  Marshall  Crane,  deceased.  (See 
Crane  Family.) 

HON.  JULIUS  ROCKWELL. 

The  Rockwell  family  are  of  genuine  English  stock.  Judge  Rock- 
well is  the  dtsct'iidanl  in  (h'rcct  line  from  Deacon  William  Rockwell,  who 
came  truni  l*ni;land  in  the  ship  "  Mary  and  J"Iui  "  in  1630,  and  settled 
in  Dorchester,  Massachusetts.  Deacon  Rockwell  was  bom  in  1595.  and 
married  Susannah  Ca^in.  bom  April  5,  1602.  He  was  one  of  the 
deacons  of  the  Dorchester  church,  the  first  that  came  into  the  country 
already  organized.  In  the  spring?  of  1637  he  moved  to  East  Windsor. 
Connect icut.  where  !ie  <iied  May  15,  1^40.  ajred  fortv-five.  His  widow 
was  married  to  Matthew  (  irant.  May  29,  1645,  and  died  Xovember  14, 
1666.  Of  the  seven  children  of  Deacon  and  Susannah  Rockwell  the 
three  eldest  were  bom  in  England. 

Samuel  Rockwell,  fourth  child  of  Deacon  William  and  Susannah 
Rockwell,  was  born  in  Dorchester.  Ma-saclui<etts,  Marcli  28.  1631; 
married  April  7.  i6(o.  Mary,  dauj^hter  of  Thomas  and  Grace  (Wells) 
X<  rton.  <  f  (iuilford,  Connecticut,  and  died  in  171 1.  Samuel  Rock\vell 
and  his  wife  had  seven  children.  Digitized  by  Google 
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and  Elizabeth  (Alvord)  Drake,  and  died  June  26,  1733.  He  had  six 
children. 

Joscj)!'.  KfKkucll,  eldest  child  ut  Josepli  and  Elizalxrtli  (Drake) 
Kockwell,  was  born  November  23,  1695.  He  married  Hannah,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Abigail  (Lathroi))  Huntington,  both  of  whom  were 
great-grandchildren  of  Deacon  William  Rodcwell.  Joseph  Rockwell  died 
October  16,  1746.  He  ha<l  several  children. 

Satnitel  Rockwell,  seventh  child  of  Josepli  and  Hannah  (Hunting- 
ton) Kockwell.  ua>  Imum  January  k;.  ijjS,  He  inarrie<l.  1757.  Hej>- 
zibah,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Mary  ( Benton)  IVatt.  Samuel  Kock- 
well died  September  7,  1794,  and  his  wife  died  in  1816.  He  moved  to 
Colebrook,  Connecticut,  in  1767,  and  was  one  of  its  earliest  settlers.  He 
and  his  wife  had  nine  children. 

Reuben  Rockwell,  fifth  child  of  Samuel  and  Hq>7.il)ah  ( I'ratt )  Rock- 
well, was  l)orn  at  l-'^ast  Windsor.  C'onntvticut.  ()ctol;er  1.  17''5.  He 
married  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Colonel  IJezaleel  Ikehe.  of  Litclituld.  Con- 
necticut, a  gallant  officer  of  the  revolution.  Reuben  Rockwell  died  in 
June.  1840.  and  his  wife  in  1853.  They  were  the  parents  of  five 
children. 

Judge  Julius  Rockwell,  eldest  child  of  Reuben  and  Rebecca  (Beebe) 

ivockwell.  was  horn  in  ("olelrook.  COnneotiont,  April  _>6.  1H05.  His 
early  studies  were  ]tr<  -^ri  uttil  at  hrst  in  Len<»x  Aiadetny,  then  under  the 
guidance  of  the  Rev.  Ralph  Emerson,  of  Norfolk,  Connecticut,  and 
afterward  under  that  of  the  Rev.  Timothy  M.  Cooley,  at  Granville,  Mass- 
achusetts. Entering  Yale  University  in  October.  1822,  he  was  graduated 
Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1826.  and  subsecpiently  received  the  deq;rec  of  Mas- 
ter of  Arts.  Il.'n'tij.;  scli'Lled  the  profession  of  the  law  he  bet^rm  ihc 
stinly  of  its  principles  and  practice  in  the  I-aw  School  at  Xew  Haven, 
where  he  spent  the  greater  part  of  two  years.  Leaving  there  he  entered 
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the  oflRce  of  S>vnn  &  Scdjiw  ick  at  Sharon,  Connecticut,  and  remained 
w  iiii  ilicm  about  (tne  year.  Being  \h\\<  tlioroiiijhiy  ])rc])aicil  by  ample  and 
varietl  studies,  Mr.  R>)ckv.cll  \\a>  admitted  to  tlie  bar  in  Litditield  c<.unt\. 
Connecticut  in  1829.  In  1830  he  removed  to  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts, 
and  there  began  the  practice  of  his  profession,  pursuing  it  independently 
for  nearly  twelve  years.  In  1842  he  formed  a  copartnership  in  legal 
business  with  Mr.  James  D.  Colt,  and  continued  in  that  connection  until 
1859.  wlicn  both  were  ajip. 'inted  justices  of  the  sui)erior  court.  Mr. 
Rockwell  accepted  il>e  appointment,  Mr.  Colt  declined  it,  and  sotne  years 
afterward  was  api>iir.ted  one  of  the  justices  of  the  supreme  judicial  court. 
Although  his  elevation  to  judicial  dignity,  involved  the  discontinuance  of 
local  practice,  Judge  Rockwell  still  continued  to  reside  in  T^ttsfield,  and 
did  not  remove  thence  until  1865,  when  he  removed  to  Lenox,  having  pur- 
chased the  old  Walker  homestead  in  that  villat^e  and  the  birthplace  of 
Mrs.  Rockwell,  and  resided  there  until  his  death. 

•  Judge  RockwelTs  political  career  1  eq^in  with  early  maturity.  In 
1834  he  was  elected  to  the  legislature  from  Pittsfield  by  the  national  Re- 
publican party,  and  held  the  position  as  representative  for  four  successive 
years.  Native  talent  and  disciplined  ability  commanded  ^leedy  and  flat- 
tering recognition.  Tn  the  years  lie  was  honored  with  the 
iwisition  of  s]>eaker  of  the  house.  .Alxnit  two  years  after  the  coiiclu.sion 
of  his  first  term  of  legislative  service  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  bank 
commissioners  for  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  receiving  his  commission 
from  Governor  Everett  in  1839.  The  board  of  bank  commissioners  con- 
sisted of  three  members  and  was  appointed  for  three  years,  during 
two  of  which  Mr.  Rockwell  acted  as  chairman.  It  was  the  first  hoard  of 
the  kind  in  the  --late.  In  1S44  he  was  elected  froui  the  seventh  con^jres- 
sioiial  di^-trict  to  the  house  i.f  representati\ es.  the  district  then  compris- 
ing Berkshire  county  and  the  western  parts  of  Hampden,  Hampshire,  and 
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Fntiiklni  onintic'i  Tliiw  Liiiic>>  after  that  tlie  Imnor  was  reix-'atcd  con- 
tiecutively.  He  rcprocnUMl  lii*  district  frniu  1S44  tn  1852.  Durinc:  his 
service  in  congress  he  formed  an  integral  and  influential  part  of  the 
cctminittee  on  territories,  of  which  the  Hon.  Stephen  A.  Douglas  was  the 
chairnnan.  The  objective  ix>int  in  both  parties  was  the  territories.  Their 
social  character,  when  constitutionally  determined,  would  solve  the  ques^ 
tion  of  sectional  su|)rcii^nc\  iti  the  I'liioti,  aii'l  cunscquent  cloniination 
of  i>lantati< >ii  or  tree  lalx^r  ideas.  True  tr>  the  trathtinns  and  to  the  m- 
erathcahle  political  principles  of  his  grand  old  commonwealth,  Mr.  Rock- 
well took  an  active  part  in  the  parliamentary  strife.  The  speech  made 
1^  him  upon  the  joint  resolution  ofFered  by  Mr.  Douglas  for  the  admis- 
sion of  Texas  as  a  state  of  the  Union,  was  one  of  the  roost  powerful 
delivered  on  that  occasion.  .\  tew  of  his  closing  sentences,  which,  we 
quote,  will  give  sonie  idea  t»f  its  character: 

"As  one  called  to  represent  in  part  the  people  of  liis  ancient  com- 
monwealth, he  must  enter  his  '  solemn  protest '  against  the  extension  of 
slaver)\  as  an  evil  directed  against  the  truest  interests  of  his  counfry, 
as  milit.uin^'-  against  her  ino-perity  and  freedom,  and  darkening  that 
national  char.'ctcr  which  -he  u.uht  to  hold  up  to  all  nations  and  ages 
of  the  world;  as  being  in  opp«tsition  to  the  constitution  which  had  pre- 
served us  hitherto  in  concord:  as  against  the  principles  of  the  fatHers 
of  the  republic,  who  lived  themselves  in  slave-holding  states;  who  would 
ha\c  saved  us.  if  thev  c<  uld.  from  so  qreat  an  e\il.  and  who  ojkmiK'  con- 
fessctl  that  they  trembled  for  their  country  wlien  they  remembered  that 
'  Cod  is  just'  " 

Elevation  to  the  senate  of  the  United  States  followed  his  excellent 
advocacy  of  natural  rights  and  constitutional  law  in  the  house  of  rep- 
resentatives.  In  1854  he  was  appointetl  by  Governor  Washburn  to  fill 

the  vncancy  in  the  l^nitwl  States  senate  ("vcasioned  hy  the  resignation  of 
the  Hon.  Fdward  Fveielt.  lie  worthily  sustained  the  flignity  and  re- 
sponsibility of  Unitcnl  Slates  scnatr>r  until  the  election  of  the  Hon.  Henry 
Wilson  to  that  position  by  the  legislature  in  1855.   At  the  time  of  Mr. 
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Rockweirs  election  to  the  lower  house;  he  was  a  \Vhig»  and  while  in  the 
house  was  a  decidedly  anti-slavery  Whig.  In  1855,  when  the  Republican 

parly  was  first  organized  in  Massachusetts,  he  received  the  nomination 
at  the  Inst  Rcnulilicjin  com  ciitii.ii.  hehl  at  W  orcester,  for  the  ijiilicnia- 
torial  cliair,  and  at  the  ensuing  electi(jn  reccivetl  tlie  g^ratilying  iiuniljer 
of  thirty-seven  thousand  votes.  The  first  Republican  nomination  for 
the  governor,  indeed,  failed  of  inunefliate  success,  but  prepared  the  way 
for  a  long  succession  of  Republican  triumphs.  In  1858  the  ex-senator 
was  again  elected  to  the  legislature  of  the  state,  and  was  also  made 
sjieakor  of  the  hoii<c-.  parallehni,'  in  this  instance  tlie  actic^n  of  another 
of  Massachusetts'  most  (h?tiiiguishetl  sons.  John  Quincy  Adams,  who, 
having  been  president  of  all  the  states,  did  not  hesitate  afterward  to  rep- 
resent his  native  state  in  the  popular  branch  of  the  national  legislature. 
On  the  organization  of  the  present  superior  court  of  Massachusetts  in 
,  1859,  Mr.  Rockwell  was  ai)pointed  by  Governor  Banks  to  the  position 
he  held  for  many  years.  lie  was  1  ne  if  the  origuial  apixjintees  and 
was  t!u-  >il.k'>l  incumlient  of  the  judicial  bench. 

Die  mental  and  moral  traits  of  Judge  Rockwell  were  in  perfect 
harmony  with  his  public  addresses,  whether  delivered  in  congress,  in 
the  state  legislature,  or  elsewhere.  Historically  accurate,  accustomed 
to  pierce  through  the  surface  and  lay  hold  of  the  spirit  of  tilings,  ju- 
(h'cially  discriminate,  clear  in  exposition,  forcihie  in  argument,  and  able 
in  the  use  of  j>ersnasi\e  r'.ietoric.  he  carried  hs  aiuhcnces  to  his  own  con- 
clusions. The  address  deliveretl  by  him  at  the  centetininl  celebration  in 
I.«nox,  July  4,  1876,  was  eminently  characteristic  of  the  man  and  will 
not  soon  pass  from  the  memory  of  those  fortunate  enough  to  be  present. 

Judge  Rockwell  married  in  1836,  Miss  Lucy  F.  Walker,  of  Lenox, 
daughter  of  Judge  W.  P.  Walker.  They  had  three  sons  and  one  daugli- 
ter:   1.  \\  iUiam  W  alker  Rockwell,  dieil  in  tlic  service  of  his  country  (the 
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W.  W.  Rock\vell  Pojst  No.  125,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  of  Pitts- 
field,  naiiK*!  in  lii>  Ii<ai'  r)  ;  2.  lion.  I-r;mk  W  .  R(  »ck\\  cll.  la\v\cr.  inein- 
ber  of  the  M:l^■^;K■hu^ctts  house  of  represcniaiives  in  oi  the  state  sen- 
ate in  1881  and  1882,  elected  to  congress  to  fill  an  unexpired  term  of  Gov- 
emor  Kobinsf.»n,  Januar>  17,  1884,  and  re-elected  November,  1884,  mar- 
ried Mary,  daughter  of  Deacon  Henry  Gilbert  and  Mary  Bullard  (Dowse) 
Davis,  natives  of  Oxford,  Massachusetts,  and  has  five  children :  Will- 
iam Walker.  Ilc-'.uy  I  )a\ i>.  Sanuicl  l-Drbes.  Julius,  au'l  ] ^iw  rcncc  l>'i\vse; 
3.  Robert  L.  Rexkueil,  roident  of  I'ittsficld,  Mas>achu?cits;  4,  Cornelia, 
wife  of  Charles  P.  Bowditch,  of  Boston,  and  lias  four  children. 


THE  PAUL  PAMILY. 

The  founder  of  the  Paul  family  in  America  was  William  l*aul,  who 

was  bom  in  Scotland  in  1624.  and  came  to  this  country  in  1643,  sectling^ 
in  Taunton,  Massatlniselts,  where  he!  followed  tlie  occupatiun  01  weaver. 
He  received  a  good  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  land,  and  was 
brought  up  in  the  Presbyterian  faith.  He  was  a  large  landowner,  one 
of  the  proprietors  of  "  Taunton  South  Purchase,**  which  comprised  the 
town  of  Dighton,  which  was  incorporated  in  1712.  This  was  purchased 
of  the  Indian  "  King  Philip"  in  1672.  and  William  Paul  was  one  of 
the  coni]);in\  who  inirehase*!  it,  !ie  veceiv  in;,;  from  lliaz  piurlia^-e  lots  No?. 
3,  28,  45,  85.  In  I'ehruary,  \(>^H,  lie  ^.-.ave  live  acres  uf  this  in  payment 
for  the  Re\'.  Mr.  Danforth,  the  Taunton  minister.  He  was  in  the  list  of 
those  subject  to  military  duty  in  KA45.  and  <>urveyed  lands  and  made  line 
divisions.  He  died  November  9,  1704.  His  wife.  Mary  (Richmond) 
Paul,  a  most  benevolent  womnn.  who  **  willed  pr()|>erty  at  death  for  sup- 
port of  the  minister,"  was  Ijoru  in  tlied  (V'toher  3.  1715.  daujiliter 
of  John  Richmond,  >t  raunton,  who,  accortling  to  Savage,  came  from 
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Ashton  Keynes,  a  parish  of  Wiltshire,  England,  four  and  a  half  miles 
west  tn-m  Crichledc.  where  lie  was  Imiitized  in  1597.  Williair  and  Mary 
(KichmoiulJ  Pan!  were  tlic  |).irrin<  <>i  fnt  s<;n>  and  three  «lan.<;hiei >. 

James  Paul,  eldest  son  of  William  and  Mary  (Richmond)  Paul, 
was  born  in  Taunton,  Massachusetts.  April.  1657.  There  are  records 
where  he  testified  to  some  important  town  matters  in  J717.  He  was 
**  made  choice  of  to  see  upon  what  ground  Swansey  men  held  a  mile  of 
land  out  of  our  Grand  Deed,  and  to  make  returns  before  next  May." 
At  a  nicetinj,'.  March  25.  1717.  <it  twenty-six  i)n 'itrietors  he  was  i>Te>enl. 
owning  three  shares.  He  nianie  J  .Mary  Winlhop,  and  they  were  the 
parents  of  three  children. 

John  James  Paul»  eldest  sen  of  James  and  Mary  Paul,  bom  in 
Tatmton,  Massachusetts,  May  20.  1725,  married  Abigail  Kiles.  and  re- 
moved to  Wells,  Vermont,  being  one  of  the  firsr  settlers  of  that  town. 
He  was  a  farmer  hy  occuiKitii mi.  lie  served  n\  the  re\ . 'hiiii uiary  war  with 
the  rank  of  lietitenant.  He  died  ^iuy  10,  1805.  Ten  children  were  the 
issue  of  liis  marriage. 

James  Paul,  second  son  <if  John  James  and  Abigail  (Kiles)  Paul, 
was  bom  in  Taunton,  Massachusetts,  1750.  In  1781  he  came  to  North 
Adams  from  Dighton.  His  rami  was  cue  of  the  largest  in  the  vicinity; 
its  western  iKumdary  was  tlien  the  town  line  1)etween  .\dams  and  Will- 
ianistdwn.  tlie  early  r-ia.!  running  alcny^  at  the  t'twit  of  the  niDuniain,  and 
the  farm  e\tende«l  Iruni  the  tup  of  Prospect  Mountain  to  Hoosic  river. 
At  the  time  of  settlement  the  valley  was  infected  with  fever  and  ague, 
and  the  log  houses  were  built  on  the  hill  part  of  the  farm.  The  property 
was  divided  by  James  Paul,  leaving  the  hill  part  to  his  eldest  son  Joseph, 
who  was  a  farmer.  Joseph  Pan!  had  two  sons:  the  eldest,  Ge»)rge.  lived 
up<»n  the  farm  until  his  death,  and  the  ^irowd  s<in,  James,  also  occupied 
a  part  as  a  nur.sery  nn<l  for  fruit  growing.  A  son  of  George  Paul,  Everett 
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Paul,  a  milkman  and  farmer,  still  occupies  the  land.  James  Paul,  who 
settled  here  in  1781,  moved  from  the  hill  part  to  the  valley  farm  in  1803, 

after  the  ;ik.'i(I<>\\s  h:ui  been  <lrnine<I.  and  chose  his  third  son,  Truman 
Paul.  U)  remain  with  his  parents.  Tutiether  they  built  a  .s(|uare  hrick 
house  in  18 13,  wliich  is  now  occupied  by  V\  iUiani  (  iove.  on  State  road. 
The  father  died  in  183 1.  and  Truman  remained  upon  the  farm  until 
1862,  when  he  sold  it  and  retired  to  North  Adams,  where  he  died  at 
the  age  of  eighty-six  years.  James  Paul  served  as  a  private  in  the 
rcvohitionarv  war  at  Dorchester  Heights  and  Lexington.  He  and  his 
wife  united  with  the  C'cn^rei^atinnal  chnnh  at  W'illiatnstr iwii.  at  that 
time  tlure  lx;ing  no  organizetl  churches  in  Xortli  \danis.  He  married 
Zeruah  Sliort,  of  Thompson.  Connecticut,  and  eight  children  were  bom 
to  them. 

Truman  Pftul,  third  son  of  James  and  Zeruah  (Short)  Paul,  was 
bom  in  North  Adams,  Massachtisctts,  March  2,  1789.  died  Fd>rnarv  4. 

1875.  lie  uas  e<h!cated  in  tiie  jjuhhr  schorils.  was  a  tarnicr  and  cattle 
dealer,  ^nccc^si'ui  in  Ix'th  < K:cui»atiuns,  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
church,  and  a  W  hig  and  Republican  in  politics.  During  the  early  years 
of  his  life  he  trained  with  the  town  militia.  He  filled  an  honorable  place 
m  the  church  and  community,  and  like  his  father  was  honest  and  God- 
fearing and  ver\'  hospitable.  Almost  every  summer  some  wr.vn  out 
icachei.  m  nistcr  r.r  homeless  niissionarv  found  a  welcom*  jilace  to  rest 
in  his  frniiily.  and  in  this  he  was  ahly  seconded  l)y  his  wife  I  second), 
who  Mse<l  every  eftort  in  niakiiiiL;  their  Imme  a  relined  and  cordial  resting 
place.  Mr.  Paul  was  married  twice.  His  iirst  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Lavinia  Wells,  of  W'illianistown,  died  young,  leaving  two  children : 
Sylvia,  who  was  Mrs.  Auten  of  Wisconsin,  and  Henry  Wells,  who  was 
bom  in  1834,  editcated  at  Williamstown  Colleg:e.  ser\'ed  in  the  civil  war, 
and  died  in  California.  July.  1879.    1  le  was  sur\  ived  by  one  son,  Chotcau 
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Paul,  a  resident  of  California.   The  second  wife  of  Truman  Paul  was 

Sara  iTlKiycr)  Paul.  <»f  Huckland.  Massachusetts,  \vli<»  was  a  teacher  c)t 
young  ladies  for  many  yea^s,  e(hicatetl  under  Mary  Lyon,  a  well  known 
instructor,  and  &lie  was  a  daughter  of  Elijah  Thayer,  a  revolutionary  war 
soldier.  One  child  was  the  issue  of  this  union,  Jennie  Lavinia  Paul. 

Jennie  Lavinia  Paul  was  horn  in  North  Adams,  Massachusetts,  July 
19,  1843.  and  was  uniterl  in  marriage  to  John  C.  Goodrich.  September 
23,  l8(i<).  She  was  cduca-ei!  ip  the  schuols  nf  her  native  tnwn.  aixl  fitted 
in  Drury  Acadenix  f(  r  C'laverack  (Villefjc.  in  m  w  hich  institution  she  was 
graduated  in  1861.  She  has  taken  a  deep  interest  in  preserving  the  his- 
tory of  her  church  and  town,  and  was  the  means  of  organizing  the  Fort 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  formed  to  secure  the  Fort  site,  and 
establish  historical  rooms  in  our  public  librari'.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
l'"irst  Cong[rejiatioiial  church  at  Xorth  Adams,  a  Smiday  school  icacher 
I'nr  liver  tOrt)  years,  and  has  lield  most  <»f  the  1  >ttices  which  are  lille«l  hy 
the  women  of  the  church,  who  are  in  health  and  desire  the  .vork  o£  the 
Lord  to  prosper.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation Auxiliary ;  for  many  years  president  of  the  H.  M.  Society ;  an  in- 
corporator of  North  Adams  Hospital :  r^'strar  of  the  Fort  Massachtisetts 
Historical  Society,  and  Fort  Massachusetts  Chapter  of  Dautjhtf*rs  of 
.American  Ke\oluti<  n.  in  which  she  has  held  a  minil)er  >>i  dtices.  She 
was  chosen  secretaiy  of  her  class  in  Claverack  College,  jnd  has  tilled 
the  post  with  fidelity  fur  forty-three  years. 

John  C.  and  Jennie  Lavinia  (Paul)  Goodrich  are  the  parents  of 
three  sons,  all  bom  in  North  Adams:  i.  Paul  Myron,  bom  November 
27.  1 87 1,  qfradnatcd  fmm  Williams  Collegfe  in  !S«)4.  is  a  lieut.?nant  in 
the  re^Milar  .-.rmv  .  and  after  s^.■rvinl:  h\  e  \  ears  in  the  I'hilippnics  and 
C'hinn  was  appointetl  adjutant  in  the  X  ntli  l\eq:inuiit,  i  i.hed  States  In- 
fantry, stationed  at  Fort  Niagara,  New  York.  On  October  8,  1903,  he 
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was  niairied  to  Anna  C«»ylc.  j.  Clinton  Burr,  burn  January  13.  1875, 
graduated  froin  Williams  Cull^  in  1897.  and  is  now  a  practicing  lawyer 
in  North  Adams.  3.  Lyman  Calvin,  bom  October  15,  1882,  a  student  at 
Harvard  University. 


JOHN  FRED  WHITING. 

The  Whiting  family,  represented  in  the  present  generation  by  John 
Fred  Whiting,  of  Great  Barringtcn,  was  founded  in  this  coiuitry  by  Will- 
iam Whiting,  Gent,  who  came  from  Boxford,  Sussex  county,  England, 
landinsf  in  Bostoti,  Massathusetts,  about  1630.    Shortly  afterward  he 

renio\e(l  to  llartfunl.  (."t>niiecticut.  of  which  lie  was  one  of  the  <  rijj[in:il 
proi)rictors  and  principal  founders.  He  was  prominent  in  the  coloniza- 
tion of  Connecticut,  and  served  as  its  first  treasurer.  Trumbull,  in  bis 
history,  describes  him  as  one  of  the  civil  and  religious  fathers  of  the 
state.  He  was  secretary*  of  the  colony  till  May  8,  1648,  member  of  the 
first  general  court  of  deinities,  n":i;^^ist i.itc  in  H)4J.  treasurer  in  1^143. 
and  a!<o  held  the  nlt'ce  oi  high  ^hei  ilT.  He  was  always  known  as  "  Gen- 
tleman," and  in  the  Iccal  militia  bore  the  title  of  major.  He  was  engaged 
in  the  shipping  industry,  and  was  associated  with  Lord  5^ye  and  Seal 
and  Lord  Brook  in  various  patents  of  land.  At  the  tintd  of  his  decease, 
Jul\  .  i'^>47.  it  is  claimefl  that  he  was  the  richest  innn  in  the  colony.  Va- 
rious letters  of  his  now  in  tlie  state  archives  of  Connecticut  licar  the 
following  armor:  azure,  a  leopanVs  head  erased  or,  iKtween  two 
launches  ermine,  in  chief  tbree  plate.;,  crest,  a  demi-eagle,  displayed,  two 
faces  proper,  which  arms  are  a  variation  of  those  cf  the  Whitings  cf 

Lincolnshire.  Englanil,  to  which  familv  he  belonged.   The  name  of  the  , 
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Rev.  John  Whiting,  son  of  William  and  Susanna  Whiting,  born 
1655,  died  1689,  graduated  from  Harvard  College,  1653,  was  ordained, 
z66o^  and  is  reported  to  have  been  a  fellow  of  the  coU^,  but  this  is 
not  certain.   He  mnrried  Sybil  Collins. 

Rev.  .Sa'iiucl  \\  hitincj.  sfui  of  .  |«>lin  and  Sybil  (Collins)  Whit- 
ing, l)urn  April  22,  U>jo,  died  September  27,  1725,  was  the  first  minister 
of  Windliatn.  Connecticut.  He  married.  September  14,  1696,  Elizabeth 
Adams,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  William  and  Alice  (Bradford)  Adams,  the 
latter  having  been  a  daughter  of  Lieutenant  Governor  William  Bradford, 
who  was  a  son  of  Governor  Bradford,  who  came  over  in  the  "  May- 
flower." 

I  "lone'  Williaii'  W  hiting',  son  of  Rev.  Sannicl  mid  l",lizal)otli 
(Adams)  Whiting,  bom  January  22,  1704.  was  a  lieutenant-colonel  in 
the  colonial  army  and  gained  great  distinction  in  the  siege  of  Louisburg 
and  at  Lake  George,  under  Sir  William  Johnson,  of  Connecticut.  He 
married  Anna  Reynolds,  1724. 

Dr.  William  Whitintj.  Ixirn  1730.  died  December  8.  \jq2.  removed 
from  t  oiiPtvtiiut  to  ( iri'at  Harrinj^t" ui.  Mas^arlni^ctts.  \~(,(\  wlu're  lu' 
practiced  medicine  till  his  death,  lie  w.is  a  ii'  tcd  pjitriot.  He  held  a 
commission  as  ju.'itice  of  the  peace  trader  the  Crown,  and,  when  such 
commissions  were  revoked,  refused  to  relinquish  his,  but  continued  to 
exercise  his  old  privileges  and  duties.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts reA'r,lutionar>'  law-enacting-  Ixvltes.  reprewntinjf  fits  town.  He 
!1i:m1c  a  \aluahle  di>co\dy  a^  t<i  a  clu"  iiu-r  nicthi  d  of  manufacturings  gtm- 
powtlcr.  and  was  sent  to  riiiladelpliia.  rcnns\  l\ania.  by  the  Massachusetts 
assembly  to  impart  his  discover}-  to  the  colonial  authorities^  his  formula, 
which  he  had  pre\'iously  sent,  having  been  capttu^  by  the  British  at 
New  York.  The  decree  of  the  colonial  l^islature  sending  him  and  ap- 
pn  ipriating  money  for  his  trip  is  very  quaint.  His  letters  to  Robert  Trent 
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P^ne  are  presen-ed  in  the  state  archives.   He  married  Anna  Warner, 

1759- 

Dr.  Ahr.ih.iiii  K.  \\  Ijitmij,  son  of  Dr.  William  and  Anna  (^Warner) 
Whiting,  ix>n:  January  9,  17O9,  married,  1793.  (  nrrencc  Wheeler,  made 
a  fair  fortune  by  the  practice  of  his  profession ;  he  died  in  1848. 

Theodore  W.  Whiting,  son  of  Dr.  Abraham  K.  and  Currence 
(Wlieeler)  Whiting,  born  April  8,  1799^  died  January  8,  1856^  seems  to 
have  had  no  prnfessif)n,  and  pr(J»al)ly  lived  on  his  father's  money.  He 
marrif  !.  iS_o.  Amelia   \nn  Kobbins. 

F  rederick  Theodore  Whiting,  son  of  Theodore  W.  and  Ameha  Ann 
(Robbins)  Whiting,  bom  June  6,  1825,  died  Mardi  27,  1895.  He  was  a 
druggist  by  profession.  He  was  a  member  of  the  legislature,  held  various 
town  offices,  and  was  a  highlv  respected  citizen.  He  married,  December 
II.  1849.  Ruth  .Maria  Hill.  flaui:htcr  of  Rodney  and  .Sara  (Collin)  Ilill. 
She  was  a  pn  niinent  member  of  St.  James  Protestant  Episcopal  church. 

John  Fred  Whiting,  son  of  Frederick  Theodore  and  Ruth  Maria 
(Hill)  Whiting,  was  bom  in  Great  Barrington,  Massadiusetts,  Decem- 
ber 13,  1852.  He  was  educated  at  Sedgw.ick  Institute,  Great  Barring- 
t<m,  aiul  I-'liisliinu:  Institute,  IMushingf,  New  York.  I  lis  profession  is  that 
ct  druggist,  wliu  li  he  loUous  in  his  native  city.  He  lias  held  the  ollices 
of  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  treasurer  of  the  Men's 
Oub,  and  a  member  and  sometime  officer  of  Cincinnatus  Lodge,  Ancient, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  and  president  of  the  local  branch  of  the 
.\merican  Pfiarmaceiitical  Association.  He  is  a  member  of  St.  James 
Protectant  l^i)isi  i '])al  church,  and  a  Democrat  in  j>olitics. 

Mr.  Whiting:  marriefl,  at  dreat  Barrin^on,  April  2,  1877,  Annie 
Louise  Hitchcock,  daughter  of  Ralph  G.  and  Electa  Maria  (More)      Digitized  by  Google 
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family  in  this  country  alx^iit  1640.  Electa  Maria  (More)  Hitchcock  was 
a  (laii.^hter  t-l  W'iliiain  an<I  Mary  (  Maylicw  )  More,  who  cainc  t<>  this 
country  from  Knglaml  shortly  alter  the  birth  nf  tht-ir  eldest  child,  h'lccta 
Maria  was  bom  in  this  country.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whit- 
ing are:  i.  Howard  Mayhew,  bom  January  27, 1878,  married,  Septem- 
ber 10,  1904,  Martha  S.  Dalzell.  and  they  are  the  parents  of  one  child, 
EKzabeth  Dalzell.  bom  October  12.  1905.  Howard  M.  was  educated  at 
.Sedgwick  Inititutc  and  B«»>tMii  Law  ScIiodI.  gradu.itinj^  from  the  latter 
with  cum  latidt'  degree  in  1899,  admitted  to  the  bar  the  same  year,  and  is 
now  practicing  in  Boston.  2.  Percy  HoUister,  born  October  8,  1880, 
educated  in  Sedgwick  Institute,  Hotchkiss  School,  Harvard  University, 
and  Vanderbilt  University,  now  s]>ortiiiir  e<Htor  of  the  Memphis  (Ten- 
nessee) Xrus-Sciniitar.  3.  h.thel  I,i  \iist'.  h'Tii  July  j-,  i88j,  edu- 
cated in  Ilousatonic  Hall,  Great  Barrington;  IjcllcinQnt  College.  Nash- 
ville, Tennessee,  and  Chicago  University.  4.  Egbert  Frederick,  bom 
March  31,  t888,  educated  in  People's  School,  Nashville,  Tennessee,  now 
in  the  Tenth  United  States  Cavalry  Regiment. 

ALDEN  BRADFORD  WHIPPLE. 

That  the  life  work  of  .\lden  Bradford  Whipple  has  been  a  benefi- 
cence to  his  fellownian,  his  three  score  years'  active  and  successful 
career  as  educator  sufficiently  attest.    Conjunctively  with  this  work  in 

Berkshire  county,  lie  has  given  more  than  ten  years"  faithful  service  in 
the  Baptist  ministry,  ar-l  fi  r  a  like  ncrind  was  the  very  ellicient  presid- 
ing officer  of  the  Berkshire  Historical  and  Scientific  Society.  He 
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The  I'Utniicr  <A  the  Anuru-an  tnmily  nt  Whipple  was  John  \\  hi])iik*. 
bom  in  England  in  1617,  married  in  Dorchester,  Massacln1^l■tt^.  in  i<»44 
and  was  subsequently  locatetl  in  Providencetown,  Rhode  Island,  where 
the  records  reveal  him  as  a  military  character  bearing  the  title  of  cap- 
tain, and  as  a  coworker  with  Roger  Williams.  Of  his  descendants 
Stephen  Whipple,  born  in  Providence.  Rhode  Island,  in  1735.  married 
in  1760.  .THpha  .\ii.i,'el.  an<!  in  1777  linm^ht  his  family  l<t  western 
Massacliusells.  i<x:ating  in  Cheshire,  lierkshire  county,  wlierc  lie  was  a 
farmer  and  shoemaker.  Of  the  children  of  Stephen  and  Zilpha  (Angel) 
Whipple,  Samuel  Whipple  married  Temperance  Post,  tilled  the  soil  of 
a  Lanesboro  farm,  and  had  a  son  Elias.  who  became  a  house  and  boat 
builder,  and  eventually  located  in  the  West,  whence  he  never  returned. 

Alden  Bradford  Wliipple.  son  of  I\has  and  IMiila  (  Brown) 
W  hipple,  titled  for  oollei^e  in  l-"astliampton,  and  was  fjradnated  from 
Williams  <  ollege.  clas*  of  lie  rejid  law  with  Cjovernor  (jeorge 

N.  Briggs,  incidentally  engaging  in  that  which  was  destined  to  become 
his  life  work,  teaching.  Various  schools  in  Berkshire  county,  includ- 
ing Pittsfield's  high  school,  were  included  in  this  initial  pedagogic  serv- 
ice, which  was  followed  by  his  acceptance  of  the  principalshij)  of  the 
Nantucket  hij^h  school.  In  1S3S  he  pnrchase<l  the  hemale  Seminary  at 
Lansingburg.  New  ^'ork.  which  he  continucvl  to  successfully  coniluct 
up  to  1875.  9nd  early  in  this  period  was  ordained  to  the  Baptist  ministr>% 
thereafter  devoting  his  Sundays  to  pulpit  service.  In  the  latter  year 
he  resumed  his  teaching  work  at  Nantucket,  and  in  returned  to 
Berkshire  cmmty,  locating  in  Pittsfield.  where  his  time  has  been  occu- 
jiiefl  in  private  tutorinsj,  pulpit  supply  work  (mainly  at  Williamstown 
and  Mancock).  an<l  th.e  man.ajijement  of  his  estate,  which  inckules  con- 
siderable realty  holdings  in  Pittsfield  and  sul>stantial  improvements 
thereupon  made  by  him. 
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In  a<ldition  to  his  connection,  above  referred  to,  with  the  local 
Historical  nnd  Scientirtc  S«-cict\.  Mr,  Whipple  is  a  nieinljer  of  the 
American  Scientific  Association,  and  the  Troy  and  Albany  Scicntihc 
Association.  He  has  traveled  extensively  in  Europe,  Asia  and  Africa, 
and  his  interesting  obser\-ations  have  been  the  subject  of  numerous 
magazine  and  newspaper  articles.  He  collaborated  with  Dr.  Samuel 
Watson,  of  Memphis,  Tennessee,  in  the  latter's  interesting  book  of 
travels  entitled,  *'  A  Memphian's  Tour  to  Europe."  Mr.  Whipple  also 
rendered  much  \  aliialjle  a^siNtance  in  tin-  incparation  of  the  "  History  <>f 
Berkshire  County,"  editetl  by  J.  E.  A.  Sniitli,  and  was  the  author  of 
the  "Life  of  Governor  George  N.  Briggs,*'  printed  by  the  Berkshire 
Historical  and  Scientific  Society. 

During  ii%3  he  uas  with  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Christian  Commission. 

He  married  in  Auyjust.  1)^57.  Mary  V...  da\i.y;litcT  of  the  late  O.  W. 
Rohbins  of  I'itlsfiekl.  Mrs.  \\  hijjple  died  in  1894,  leaving  two  daugh- 
ters, Phiia  Maria  and  Nellie  Louisa  Whipple.  The  family  residence  is 
on  East  Housatonic  street,  Pittsfield.. 


THADDEUS  CLAPP. 

Thaddcus  Clapp,  dccca-tMl.  was  duritit^  a  lonij  an<l  phenr»nienal!y 
useful  career  one  of  the  principal  manufacturers  in  Massachusetts.  He 
was  also  a  most  public-spirited  citizen,  and  contributed  in  considerable 
degree  to  the  development  and  prosperity  of  the  town  of  Pittsfietd  and 
the  county  of  Berkshire. 

Mr.  Clapp  was  a  conspiaious  representative  of  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  prominent  families  of  the  earliest  c(^!Miii;il  perio<l.  He  was 
the  descendant  in  the  eighth  generation  from  Captain  Roger  Clapp,  w1k> 
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was  born  in  Salcombe  Regis,  Devonshire,  England,  April  6,  1609.  Cap- 
tain Clapp  sailed  from  Plymouth.  England,  March  20,  1630,  in  the 

<5hii)  *'  Mary  and  John."  Captain  Squeb,  and  arrived  at  Nantasket,  Mas- 
sachusetts, May  30.  W'itli  fellow  passenj^crs  he  settled  at  IXirchester. 
It  is  recorded  of  him  that  he  was  a  remarkably  industrious  man  and 
continually  engaged  in  some  useful  employment,  and  he  was  frequently 
called  to  the  public  service.  At  the  age  of  twenty-eight  he  was  chosen 
selectman  of  the  town,  and  he  was  re-elected  to  that  position  fourteen 
times.  Tie  was  several  time«5  chosen  deputy  from  Dorchester  to  the 
general  court,  and  was  first  lieutenant  of  the  Dorchester  county  militia, 
and  afterwards  its  captain.  The  frequency  with  which  he  was  called 
to  be  overseer  of  wills,  and  to  the  conduct  of  other  weighty  business, 
attests  his  high  standing  and  ability.  August  10,  1665,  he  was  ap- 
pointed b\  the  general  court  as  captain  t5f  the  Castle  in  Boston  Harbor 
(now  Fort  Independence)  and  held  the  (jflice  twenty-one  years,  until 
he  was  seventy-seven  years  old,  when  he  rcsij^ned  and  removed  to 
Boston,  where  he  died,  Fd)niary  2,  1691.  His  wife  was  Johanna,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  F<Nnd,  of  Dorchester,  England,  who  were  passengers  in 
the  same  vessel  with  Captain  Clapp.  She  survived  her  husband  and 
died  in  Boston.  June  _'(>,  i<><>5,  a<;ed  seventy-citilit  years.  'Hiey  were 
the  parents  of  fourteen  children,  of  whom  the  sixth  was 

Preserved  Clapp,  bom  in  Dorchester.  Massachusetts.  Novend>er 
23.  1643.  When  twenty  years  old  he  settled  in  Northampton,  then  a 
far  distant  settlement  in  the  western  limits  of  the  colony,  and  which 
with  Sprinj^'field  constituted  the  entire  inhabited  portion  of  western 
Massachusetts.  Blake  sa\s  .if  hini :  "Tie  was  a  good  instrument,  and 
a  great  blessing  to  the  town  of  X<  »rthampton-  He  was  a  captain  of  the  Digitized  by  Google 
town,  and  their  reoresentative  in  the  eeneral  court,  and  rulinir  elder 
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mm  Ncnbury,  of  Windsor,  ConneGticut,  who  went  from  Dorchester  to 
that  place.  He  died  at  Northampton,  September  20,  1720,  and  his  wife 
died  October  13,  1716.  They  had  eight  children,  all  but  one  of  whom 
livc<l  to  adult  age.    Tlicir  seventh  child, 

Roger  Clapp,  was  born  May  24,  1684.  He  was  captain  in  the  miU- 
tary  company,  and  a  representative  to  the  general  court.  He  married 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Samuel  Bartlett,  and  they  had  eight  sons  and 
one  daughter,  all  of  whom  married  and  reared  families.  He  died  in 
1762.  a^d  seventy-eight  years,  and  his  widow  died  August  9,  1767. 
'J'heir  third  ciiild, 

Jonathan  Claj']).  was  bom  in  Northampton,  in  1713.  He  removed 
to  Easthampton,  being  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  town.  *'  He  was 
a  man  of  great  energy  of  character,  and  was  prominent  in  all  matters 
connected  with  the  early  settlement  of  Easthampton."  He  was  major 
of  militia.  He  was  the  faUier  of  eleven  diildren,  of  whom  the  second 
was 

Juscph  CIp-])!).  l)<>rn  in  l-'-j.-^tlianipt- in.  Xoveinbcr  3.  1736.  lie  was 
captain  ot  militia,  antl  was  active  in  all  town  and  church  affairs.  The 
first  meeting  for  the  election  of  officers  after  the  town  was  incorporated 
was  held  at  his  house,  and  there  the  churdi  was  also  oi^ianized.  He 
married  Hannah  Lyman,  and  to  them  were  bora  seventeen  children,  of 
whom  the  seventh  was 

Thaddetts  Clapp.  bom  March  31,  1770.  He  kept  the  tavcm  which 
had  been  opened  by  his  (Lrrandf:itlu'r.  Major  Jonathan  Clapp.  and  was 
kept  successively  by  his  uncle  Jonathan,  his  lather  Joseph,  and  brother 
Luther,  covering  a  period  of  nearly  or  quite  a  hundred  years,  being 
the  only  public  house  in  Easthampton,  and  patronized  by  neariy  all 
the  travel  from  Hartford  and  New  Haven  to  the  north.  In  connection 
with  his  father  he  also  operated  a  fulling  mill.   He  was  flie  first  jus- 
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tice  of  the  peace  in  the  town,  and  its  treasurer  for  twenty  years;  repre- 
iientative  to  the  general  court  for  twelve  years;  delegate  to  the  constitu- 
tional convention  of  the  stpte;  and  postmaster  of  the  town.   **  All  of  his 

public  <lutit>s  were-  ctiiciciitly  and  acceptably  pcrlormed."  He  married 
Aclisah  Parsons,  and  to  iheiii  were  born  seven  children,  the  second 
being 

Thaddeus  Clapp,  bom  in  Easthanipton»  March  29,  1792.  In  18 16 
he  tock  up  his  residence  in  Pitlsfield  and  became  superintendent  and 
manager  of  the  Pittsfield  >A'ot>len  and  Cotton  Factory,  afterward  known 

as  L.  1  t)meroy"s  Sons.  In  1823,  at  its  organization,  he  became  the 
superintendent  <>i  the  iVintodsnc  \\'<>- ilcn  Manufacturing'  Ounpany, 
which  position  he  held  until  i860.  His  abiUties  and  experience  were 
thus  set  forth  in  Smith  s  "  History  of  Pittsfield  " : 

"  Mr.  Qapp  was  bred  to  the  clothier's  trade  in  his  native  town,  and 
afterward  perfected  himself  so  far  as  was  then  jiossihle  in  Xinerica.  in 
all  the  details  of  the  woolen  manulaciure,  in  the  factories  at  Middle- 
town.  Connecticut,  and  (iermantown,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  the  first 
American  born  citizen  of  Pittsfield  who  by  his  native  talent,  thorough 
kivnvledtje  f>f  his  art,  and  j^eneral  business  qualities,  was  conipctcnt  to 
mana^o  a  woolen  factory.  Indeed,  he  was  the  first  of  any  nationality 
who  was  so  qualifietl." 

Never  satisfied  with  present  attainments,  he  was  always  on  the 
alert  for  any  imfHwements,  was  ever  discerning  of  prospective  demands 
in  the  trade  in  woolen  fabrics,  and  was  certain  to  be  the  first  in  the 

market  with  the  (ksircil  article,  and  it  was  under  his  supcrvisioti  that 
Pont(M)Suc  giwjds  early  nl)ta'ne<l  a  reputatiou  which  has  omstatitly  in- 
creased. Colonel  Tliaddetis  Clapp  married,  in  1820,  Elizabetli,  daugh- 
ter of  James  D.  and  Sarah  (Root)  Colt  Their  diildren  were:  Thad- 
deus,  o£  whom  further;  James  C;  Elizabeth;  Theodore;  Thomas  W.; 
Helen,  died  aged  ten  years ;  and  Margaret,  died  aged  nine  years.  Colonel 
Clapp  died  April  1,  1865. 
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Thaddeus  Qapp,  eldest  child  of  Colonel  Thaddeus  and  Elizabeth 
(Colt)  Qapp,  was  bom  in  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  November  4»  182 1. 
He  attended  the  public  schools  of  that  town,  and  was  there  also  pre- 
pared for  cnllegfe,  l;ut  c imluded  t<i  discontinue  his  studies  iu  order  to 
enter  upon  an  industrial  career,  enterini;  the  Pontoosuc  Woolen  Mill— 
a  diversion,  as  has  been  remarked,  '*  which  gave  Pittsfield  one  of  her 
most  successful  manufacturers,  and  one  less  to  fill  the  ranks  of  the 
crowded  professions."  Under  the  experienced  eye  of  his  father  he  en- 
joyed superior  advantages  of  becoming^  what  he  was — thoroughly 
skilled  in  all  jjerlaiiiiiii^-  to  the  nianufaoti'.re  of  woolen  fabrics.  He 
passed  through  the  various  jjrades  of  practical  work,  Ix^canie  his  father's 
assistant  superintendent  in  1B55,  and  was  made  superintendent  in  i860. 
In  1865  he  was  made  general  agent  as  well  as  superintendent,  and  in 
1882  was  made  president,  succeeding  Ensign  H.  Kellogg,  deceased,  and 
held  that  position  until  hi?  death.  l^Voin  his  first  connection  with  the 
factory,  Mr.  (  lapi)  dcvoicd  the  greater  part  of  his  time  and  eff'>rt  to 
its  interests,  and  will  be  remembered  longest  and  most  widely  as  the 
successful  manager -of  a  factory  which  under  the  auspices  of  himself 
and  his  father  became  second  to  none  of  the  enterprises  of  its  kind  in 
the  country,  its  products  favorably  known  in  every  market  open  to 
.\inerican  coinnieroc.  In  caring  for  these  interests  Mr.  C"laj)p  traveled 
frequently  and  far,  making  a  .^core  of  trips  to  California  tor  the  purchase 
of  wool  grown  in  that  state,  and  which  was  shipped  to  the  factory-  by 
way  of  the  Horn.  The  high  position  achieved  by  the  Pontoosuc  Mill 
was  thus  broadly  acknowledged  in  the  report  made  by  the  committee  of 
award  at  the  Centennial  Exposition  of  1876  in  Philadelphia: 

"The  rontO(»suc  factory  is  one  o\  the  most  enterprising  concerns 
of  wliich  the  I'nitcil  States  can  1y>ast :  and  which  in  its  rise  and  prf>gress. 
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long  and  prosperous  career  it  has  soltl  its  goods  in  every  trade  center 
in  the  counfrv .  ati<!  tlicv  have  cf'Mie  int'i  thousands  of  homes,  missionaries 
for  the  expulsion  of  toreisn  jjcmxIs,  which  they  have  had  a  lart^e  share 
in  accomplishing.  The  judges  at  the  Centennial  were  hi^hl)  i)leased 
with  their  display,  and  awarded  it  the  first  prize,  besides  making  special 
mention  of  its  merits  in  their  report." 

In  his  young  manhorxl  Mr.  CInpp  took  an  active  part  in  political 
affairs.  In  iX^-,  in  iompaii\  with  a  hrotiier.  he  puhlishol  a  caniiKii^ii 
paper,  7/  J  J, •rah! ,  a  folio  sheet  four  by  three  inches;  and  in  1840 
a  jonmal  under  the  title  of  Old  Tip,  both  of  which  are  real  curiosities 
as  compared  with  the  great  size  of  political  and  other  journals  of  the 
present  day.  He  was  identified  with  the  Whig  party  until  its  dissolution, 
and  became  a  Republican  at  the  organization  of  that  party  in  185').  He 
was  a  man  of  tnarke«l  pul)Iic  spirit  and  liberality,  and  contrilwited  in  no 
small  deurci  to  the  ahanccincnt  of  ethicational  an<l  religious  institu- 
tions, and  tt)  the  growth  and  beautificaticm  of  the  city  of  Pittstield. 

Mr.  Clapp  married.  May  i,  1845,  Miss  Lucy  Goodrich,  who  was 
bom  in  Pittsfield,  August  23,  1825,  daughter  of  Levi  and  Welthy  (Whit- 
ney) Goodrich.  Her  family  represents  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  re- 
spected of  the  early  settlers  of  Pittsfield.  and  her  father  was  one  of  its 
most  vahted  .ukI  Ijonoicd  citizens.  To  Mr.  an<l  Mrs.  ('laj»p  were  Ixirn 
three  childrm  :  A^nes  Margaret  and  'Hieodore  Harold,  lK)th  residents 
of  Pittsfield:  and  Lillian  Porter,  who  died  in  Paterson,  New  Jersey, 
March  14,  1884. 


WILLIAM  JOilNSOX  WARNEK. 

The  name  of  the  founder  of  the  Warner  family  in  the  United 
States  is  unknown  to  the  branch  to  which  William  J.  Warner  belongs, 

but  it  is  on  record  that  he  wps  of  Kurdish  origin,  a  native  of  Yorkshire, 
England.    The  first  descendant  ot  whom  there  is  any  known  record  wa? 
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Gilbert  Warner,  who.  in  Augfust,  1775,  at  Nantucket  Island,  married 
Sarah  Ellis,  horn  June  15.  '/S-^  died  in  Hyde  Park,  Dutchess  county, 

Xew  York.  Pcceiuher  i'^,^.  .'i  rlaii.e:liter  of  Matthew  Ellis.  Ixirn  1726. 
died  177^).  -^ihI  a  gn'^J^ddauj^lUcr  of  Mordccai  Kills,  who  niarrie<l.  March 
17,  1722,  Margaret  Swan,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  Swan,  de- 
scen<led  from  Ridiard  Swan,  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  Nan- 
tucket in  1659.  Tradition  says  that  Gilbert  Warner  lost  his  life  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  but  no  documentary  record  has  been  discovered. 
'Jheir  children  wt-rt'  kLnihtn  ami  W  illiam.  Renlw-'ii  iiiigTated  over  a 
century  ago  to  some  locality  on  the  Unadilta  turnpike,  New  York,  and 
all  trace  of  his  descendants  is  lost. 

William  Warner,  son  of  Gilbert  and  Sarah  (Ellis)  Warner,  was 
bom  at  Nantucket  in  177'i.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He 
served  in  the  rcj^iment  «;f  Colonel  John  llrnsh.  commander  of  Dutchess 
connty  militia  at  llarlem.  Xew  ^  ork,  in  the  war  of  1812-15.  lie  was 
a  Quaker,  preferring  tliat  form  of  religion  to  any  other.  He  died  in 
Poughkeepsie.  New  York.  September  2,  1B56,  and  his  remains  were  in- 
terred in  Crum  Elbow  Quaker  churchyard.  In  1805  he  married  Eliza- 
beth Wilbur,  remove<l  to  Hyde  Park.  Dutchess  county,  New  York,  and 
they  were  the  p.uen's  of  five  children:  Sarah.  Ainie.  Daniel,  (iiilicrt. 
and  Maria.  Eiiznlieth  (  Wilbur  )  Warner  was  bom  at  Little  Compton, 
Rhode  Island,  July  16,  1772,  died  September  15,  1827,  at  Hyde  Park, 
New  York,  daughter  of  Sylvanus,  born  1749.  and  Sylvia  (Qiase)  Wil- 
bur, granddaughter  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Shaw)  Wilbur,  great- 
t:randd;inv:!'ter  of  W  illiam  and  l-'.>tlier  (  liuri^ess)  W'ilhnr.  i^real-g'real- 
granddauglili  r  i  f  Satm.el  and  M.iry  (i'otter  )  W  ilbur,  and  tjreat-iirtat- 
great-granddaughter  of  William  Wilbur,  who  emigrated  whetli^i«hilii  Google 
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niotith,  Rh(Kle  Island,  and  also  purchased  large  tracts  of  land  at  Little 
Compton,  where  his  numerous  descendants  remain  to  this  day.  The 

car'y  nicinhiT^  <>f  tlic  W  ill  ur  fainilv  were  all  <Juakers.  ami  in  a  (  Hiakcr 
churchyard  iti  Liiile  C  om|it<in  seven  geueraliuns  are  said  to  be  buried. 
Sylvanus  Wilbur  of  the  hfth  generation  was  bom  August  i8.  1749; 
married*  Januar>'  20.  1771.  Sylvia  Giase,  daughter  of  James  and  Huldah 
Chase,  who  died  in  1847,  aged  ninety-six  years,  emigrated  to  Hyde 
Park.  New  York,  in  1 792.  where  he  ownetl  a  large  farm,  and  dietl  in 
181 2.  In  JS46  the  numl^er  of  their  descendants  were  two  hundred  and 
thirtx  ( 'lie. 

Daniel  Warner,  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Wilbur)  Warner* 
was  bom  in  Hyde  Park,  Dutchess  county.  New  York,  August  17,  1807. 
He  received  such  education  as  the  common  schools  of  a  new  settlement 
offered.    His  early  ocaipation  was  a  cooper,  Init  when  past  middle  age 
he  turned  his  attention  lo  farming:.    When  a  young:  man  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  a  military  (•  iniKiny  at  !'< lus^liktcjoie.  Xew  York,  the  re^inicut 
l^einfj  con-tmanded  1)\  Colonel  ISrnsh.    In  early  life  he  was  favorable  to 
the  faith  of  the  Quaker  religion,  but  abrmt  1834  became  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in  which  at  one  time  he  held  the  office 
of  steward.   In  politico  he  cast  his  first  vote  for  Andrew  Jackson  in 
1828.  and  thenceforward,  with  the  exception  of  his  vote  for  William 
McKinley  in  \^)(\.  lie  was  a  Denii  crat.    Xot  only  in  his  jMinie  hut 
down  to  old  age  Mr.  W  arncr  w  as  a  stmng^  and  vigorous  man,  and  could 
perform  more  farm  work  in  a  day  when  past  sei'enty  years  of  age  than 
many  young  men.   He  had  an  excellent  memory,  and  was  well  versed 
in  the  scriptures.   On  June  11,  1831.  Mr.  Warner  married  Polly  Smith, 
of  New  Marlboro,  the  marriage  ceremony  being  performed  by  the  Rev. 
Timothy  W< odhridire.  tlie  Mind  niitii'^tcr  at  rirccti  River,  Colnnihia 
county,  Xew  York.    Tliey  settled  in  the  western  part  of  Great  Barring- 
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ton,  Massachusetts,  in  1832,  and  remained  there  through  life.  Mr. 
Warner  died  May  i.  1898,  and  his  wife  passed  away  May  10^  1894. 
lliey  had  three  children:  A  daughter,  Caroline  Elizabeth,  bom  Sep- 
tember 23,  18,^9,  died  October  4,  1844;  Henry  Crawford,  bom  August 
9,  1845,  rt'tircil  ULU -j  apcr  rfpi  rter,  roides  with  his  i'aniily  at  Great 
Barrington;  :>va\  W  illiam  J.  (see  forward). 

'  Polly  (Smith)  Warner,  wife  of  Daniel  Warner,  was  bom  at  Kent, 
Connecticut,  August  17,  1810,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Johnson  and 
Laura  (Emmons)  Sniitlu  Thomas  J.  Smith  was  a  son  of  Bethel  and 
Deliverance  Smith,  and  was  bom  in  Woodbury,  Connecticut,  Septein- 
l)er  _'.  i/S.j,  married,  iIm  ui  18(^7.  Laura  l'"mmoii<,  and  died  at  Alford, 
Berkshire  cmnty,  Jaiuiarv  J4,  1866.  His  father  Bethel  Smith,  burn 
at  Woodbur>-,  Connecticut,  1755,  married  in  1775*  Ddiverance  Smith,  • 
whose  ancestry,  owing  to  the  large  number  of  Smiths,  has  not  been  dis- 
covered. Bethel  Smith  was  a  son  of  Thomas  Smith,  who  died  in  181 2, 
aged  ninety  years.  Lanra  (Emmons)  Smith,  wife  of  Thcnnas  Johnson 
Smith,  was  Ixirn  at  C  -  rnwall.  C'  liiiceticut,  April  i,  178<>.  and  died  at 
the  hoipe  of  her  sfjii-in-law,  Daniel  W  arner,  in  (ireat  Barrington,  Octo- 
7»  iS/Z-  She  was  a  daughter  of  Asaph  and  Nancy  (Seeley) 
Emmons.  Asaph  Emmons  was  a  son  of  Woodruff  and  Esther  (Pren- 
tice) Emmons,  bom  about  1763,  died  1831.  Woodruff  Emmons,  a 
son  of  William  and  Sarah  (Way)  Emmons,  was  said  to  have  been  bom 
on  the  ocean  while  his  parents  were  niisratiiip:  from  England  in  the  year 
1718.  I'or  many  years  he  kijH  the  I'JiinKms  Tavern  in  Cornwall,  a 
great  resort  tor  Revolutionary  ofticers.  His  wife,  to  whom  he  was 
married  March  10,  1743,  was  a  daughter  of  Valentine  and  AtMgail 
(Walker)  Prentice,  the  latter  named  being  a  descendant  of  the  Rev. 
Hezekiah  Walker,  first  pastor  of  ancient  Woodbury.  William  Emmons 
emigrated  to  .America  in  17 18.   He  was  bora  in  England  between  the 
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years  iMtjo  and  i''<>3.  scttle<l  first  at  Tauntnn,  Massachusetts  i^Lee 
Spooner's  (jcncalogy),  and  about  1733  renrnvetl  to  South  I'arms,  Litch- 
field county,  Connecticut,  ami  there  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He  was  a  son  of  Major  General  Carolus  Emmons,  of  England,  who  in 
1689  was  granted  a  coat  of  arms  by  King  William  and  Queen  Mary  for 
his  services  in  five  victorious  battles. 

W  iUiatn  f.  W  arner,  son  ot  Daniel  and  Polly  (Smith)  Warner,  was 
bom  at  Great  Harrington,  May  27,  185 1,  and  was  educated  in  such 
public  schools  as  the  town  then  afforded.  At  North  Egremont,  Berk- 
shire county.  Massachusetts,  November  10^  1878,  Mr.  Warner  married 
Miss  Frances  Snyder,  bom  April  i,  1856,  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
one  son,  Charles  Watson,  successful  farmer  of  Great  Harrington, 
Massachuseti?. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warner,  with  their  son  and  his  wife,  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcf^l  church  at  Alford,  Massachusetts. 
Father  and  son  have  been  tmstces  and  stewards  in  this  church  for 

several  years,  and  active  workers  in  the  vSumlay  school. 

While  the  Civil  war  was  pn  j^ressing,  W  illiam  J.  W  arner  Ucanie 
an  expert  musician  on  the  fife  and  dmm,  and  has  often  led  martial 
parades  at  Memorial  day  services  and  Fourth  of  July  celebrations.  Be- 
fore those  organizations  disbanded  h^  was  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Egremont  B<ind  and  Hope  Drum  Corps  at  Great  Barrington.  Like 
his  son  Charles.  Mr.  Warner  is  a  nienihcr  of  the  Housatonic  Agri- 
cultural Si>ciety,  and  is  largely  engaged  in  general  farming  and  market 
gardening. 

Charles  Watson  Wamer,  bom  March  17,  1880,  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Great  Barrington  high  school,  class  of  '97.    He  married  June  28,  1905, 
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Warner  is  a  high  school  graduate,  and  for  some  time  previous  to  her 
marriage  wns  a  successful  teadier  in  the  public  schools  of  Great  Har- 
rington. 

ABEL  CHALKLEY  COLLINS. 

AIk'I  t'hnlkk'v  (  tdlins  of  lircat  Oarrington,  sun  oi  .\M  1*.  and 
l^lccta  Jane  Collins,  was  bom  in  North  Stonington,  Xcw  London  county, 
Connectiait.  March  27,  1857.  He  was  graduated  from  Brown  Univer- 
sity in  the  class  of  1878  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.,  later  receiving  the 
degree  of  A.  M.  from  his  alma  mater.  After  graduation  he  taught 
school  for  three  years. 

He  is  n  nephew  nf  ilie  late  Dr.  Clarksi.n  1.  C  ollins,  a  well  known 
pliysifiaii  tor  many  years  proniinenlly  itlentifie«i  witli  southern  Berk- 
shire. Upon  the  death  ot  his  uncle  in  1881,  Mr.  Collins  settled  in 
Great  Harrington,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  studied  law  with  the 
late  Judge  Justin  Dewey,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  before  the  state 
supreme  court  in  May.  1884,  and  lias  since  been  admitted  to  practice 
hcfore  the  I  niicd  States  cnirts.  Mc  has  heeii  very  successful  in  the 
trial  oi  cases,  ruid  h.Ts  had  a  numl)er  of  important  ones  liefore  the  su- 
preme court.  He  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  public  aflfairs, 
and  has  .scrvd  as  chairman  of  the  I  Hoards  of  selectmen  and  water  com- 

* 

missioners.  and  as  member  of  the  school  committee  for  a  number  of 
years.    Mr.  Collins  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  in  igoi  was  elected 

representative  to  the  '1;itc  ki^i^lature.  where  he  served  on  the  committee 
on  the  indici.-ry.  He  succcsstull}  presided  over  the  house  when  callctl 
upon  in  the  ahsence  of  the  speaker,  a  privilege  not  often  granted  to 
new  meml)ers.  In  the  face  of  an  active  opposition  he  secured  the  pass- 
age of  the  first  bill  r^ilating  the  speetl  of  automobiles  and  took  an 
active  part  in  other  legislation.    He  declined  renomination.    He  has 
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taken  a  gmit  interest  in  e<!uoiti(>nal  matters,  and  is  one  of  the  trustees 

aiul  executive  lomiKiUee  in  charfjc  of  the  Mt»s€9  Brown  School  in 
IVovitlciice.  wlierc  he  prepared  for  college. 

Air.  CoUius  was  ntarried  in  1S90  to  Miss  Sarah  D.  Sheldon, 
<Iaug1iter  of  the  late  Seth  and  Phebe  A.  Sheldon.  Tliey  have  three 
sons:  Sheldtm  C.  born  in  1891;  Theodore  A.,  bom  in  1895;  and 
Frederick  S.,  horn  in  1898. 


FRED  S.  PEARSON. 

In  a  list  of  Berkshire  county's  civil  engineers  the  n.unc  I  red 
S.  Pearson,  of  Great  Barrington,  would  stand  very  high.  Mr.  Pear- 
son belongs  to  a  family  of  English  origin  which  was  founded  in  America 
by  an  ancestor  who  emigrated  in  1632  to  the  colonies  and  settled  in 
Salem.  Xfassachusetts.  A  centitrA-  and  a  half  later  the  family  was 
rejire^ciUetl  ii-  the  ]);itriot  army  <>\  tlie  Rexohttion. 

Anihrose  Fearson  was  a  civil  eii^inter  and  a  pioneer  in  the  art  of 
railroad  building.  He  was  employed  in  the  construction  of  many  of 
the  firat  roads  of  the  countr}-,  among  which  were  the  Illinois  Central, 
Boston  &  Maine,  and  Central  Vermont.  He  married  Hannah  Edgerly 
of  Manchester.  New  Hampshire,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  four 
children,  tlirce  <-f  whuin  are  now  living;,  ami  iil;  them  a  snn.  I-Vcd  S.. 
mentioneii  at  lentjth  hereinifler.  Mr.  Pear^^on  thed  in  iS/C).  His 
memor}'  is  i)«rpetuatccl  !)>'  his  works,  which  remain  as  monuments  of 
his  professional  skill.    He  is  sur\-ived  by  his  widow. 

Fred  S.  Pearson,  son  of  An<lrew  and  Hannah  (Edgerly)  Pearson, 
was  born  July  3.  1861.  in  Lowell.  Massachusetts,  and  in  1883  grad- 
uated at  Tnfts  Colle<2fe.  He  wn?  for  n  time  instnictor  in  chemistry  in 
the  Institute  of  Technology  of  Boston,  and  also  tilled  the  chair  of 
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niathcniaiics  in  'I'ufts  College.  Choosing  for  his  life  work  the  field  of 
endeavor  iti  wliich  his  father  liad  won  distinction,  he  devitted  himself 
with  enthusiasm  to  engineering.  Acting  as  chief  engineer,  he  had 
charge  of  the  electrical  equipment  of  the  West  End  street  railroad  in 
Boston,  and  designed  and  constructed  the  underground  ccmduit  system 
for  the  electrical  operation  of  the  Metropolitan  street  railway  of  New 
York,  He  has  been  employed  as  consulting  onyincer  on  many  other 
street  railroads.  ]<ith  h\  this  country  as  well  a^  in  Kurojx*  and  South 
*\merica.  For  several  years  he  has  devoted  his  attention  to  tlie  develop- 
ment of  water  powers  in  this  country  and  abroad,  and  is  now  consulting 
engineer  for  the  Ontario  Development  Company  of  Niagara  Falls, 
Ontario,  where  he  ts  constructing  one  of  the  large  hydraulic  powers 
at  this  point.  He  is  also  vice  president  of  the  Mexican  Light  and 
Power  ("'iiiipriny  of  Mexico,  and  the  Rio  do  Janeiro  Tranu\a\.  Lij^iit 
and  Power  C  c  ^npany  <>f  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  which  two  companies 
are  engaged  in  the  development  o£  large  water  powers  and  the  transmis- 
sion of  the  power  by  electricity  to  the  centers  of  consumption.  Three 
years  ago  he  became  a  resident  of  Great  Harrington,  where  he  has  since 
built  for  himself  a  delightful  home.  He  is  a  member  of  the  University 
and  1-lngineers*  Club  of  Nov  ^'ork.  and  of  the  American  Society  of 
Civil  I\ngineers.  also  of  the  sinrlar  societies  for  mechanical,  electrical 
and  mining  engineers,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Institute  of  Civil 
Engineers  of  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Pearson  married  in  1887,'  Mabel  Ward,  of  Lowell.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Pearson  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  Ward,  Natalie  and 
Frederick. 
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FRED  TOWER  FRANQS. 

A  well  kiiDwii  lij^iiif  m  «n.i:il.  jMlitical.  luisincs<.  imi>ical  Mn«l  fra- 
ternal circles  of  I'ittsfieKl,  and  a  member  of  the  liistoric  I'rancis  family 
of  Western  Massachusetts.  i$  he  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch. 

Frecl  Tower  Francis  was  born  in  Pittslield,  November  21,  1869, 
third  son  of  the  late  James  D wight  Francis.  (See  Francis  family.) 
He  attended  the  public  and  high  schools  of  Pittsfield.  leaving-  the  latter 
in  iSS'>  to  ncoepl  flic  \k  sitidii  <>f  clerk  »if  llL-rkshirc  County  Srivinjjs 
Bank,  an  nfucc  tIiertiof« ire  held  by  his  brother,  (icoij^c  1).  IVancis.  and 
\*acatcd  by  tiie  latter's  decease.  Tliis  position  Mr.  Fred  T.  Francis  has 
continuously  held  and  still  occupies. 

He  has  been  an  active  worker  in  the  ranks  of  the  RepuUican  party 
since  attaining  his  majniiiN  :  has  l)een  delegate  to  numerous  conven- 
lion<;,  scr\e<i  ujuMi  the  city  coniinincc.  represented  Ward  four  ctTiciently 
in  I'ilthtieUrs  council  in  iyc:o  and  lyoi.  ami  ha^  been  ■-inre  i<)<)4  >ine 
of  the  especially  diligent,  aggresitive  and  intelligent  members  ut'  Pitts- 
field's  boarrl  of  health. 

His  interest  in  matter.^  musical,  the  natural  outgrowth  of  the  pos- 
session of  a  well  culti^'ated  bass  voice,  has  extended  to  an  interest  and 
association  with  at!  projjressive  steps  of  whatever  character  that  have 
'•eeii  taken  alius;  mn>ical  Iine<  in  the  city  of  Ins  nativity  dnrini;  the  past 
111  teen  years.  Within  that  entire  ])crio(|  he  has  had  constant  associa- 
tion with  one  or  other  of  the  church  choirs :  was  one  of  the  original  mem- 
bers of  that  well  kmnvn  local  musical  organization,  the  Crescent  Male 
Quartette,  and  a  most  active  member  and  treasurer  of  the  Berkshire 
Musical  AssfKiation.  and  president  of  the  Pittsfield  Musical  Club. 

An<ither  especial  interest  of  Mr.  I'rancis  is  Piftsrield  s  fire  dq)art- 
nient,  of  which  he  lias  been  a  member  since  December  3,  1889.    He  is  a 
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member  also  of  the  Park  and  Country  Qubs  of  Pittsfidd,  and  secretary 
of  the  former.   He  is  a  member  of  Crescent  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted 

Masons;  and  its  treasurer  since  November,  1891 ;  of  Berk^ire  Chapter, 
Royal  Arch  Masons ;  Berkshire  Council,  Royal  and  Select  Masters;  and 
Berksliirc  Coinmandery.  Knights  Templar. 

Mr.  t'rancis  married,  October  17,  1901,  Maude  Allison  Thompson, 
daughter  of  the  late  William  O.  Thompson,  of  St.  John,  New  Bruns- 
wick, Canada.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Francis  have  a  son,  Frederick  Tower 
Francis,  bom  April  2,  1905. 


WILLIAM  DERBYSHIRE  CURTIS. 

A  most  important  factor  in  the  splendid  development  of  the  town 
of  Leno^,  Massachusetts,  has  been  the  excellence  of  its  hotel  service,  a 
feature  which  has  its  especial  exponent  in  the  Curtis  Hotd,  which  was 
fotmded  in  1853  by  the  late  William  O.  Curtis,  father  of  William  D. 

Curtis,  ujion  (he  site  of  that  tavern  of  historic  uieuiories.  the  Berkshire 
Coffee  U'lusc.  'llie  Curtis  family  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Berk- 
shire county,  being:  among  the  early  settlers  of  Stockbridge,  and  after 
it  was  named  the  village  of  Curtisville. 

The  founder  of  the  American  family  of  Curtis  was  Henry  Curtis, 
bom  in  1621,  died  November  30^  1661.  He  vras  married  May  13. 
1645.  to  Elizabeth  Abell.  He  had  land  granted  to  him  in  Windsor. 
Connecticut,  in  1645.  prolxshly  lived  there  until  1653,  wlien  the 
town  voted  to  buy  the  property  for  a  currier's  use,  if  it  was  for  sale. 
His  name  is  in  a  list  of  householders  paying  for  seats  in  church  in 
January,  1660,  in  Windsor,  and  in  a  list  made  in  1677,  of  "  the  number 
of  children  bom  in  Windsor  from  the  beginning,"  is  included  Henry 
Curtice,  2."    Savage  says  that  he  removed  to  Northampton.    It  is  a 
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tradition  that  he  was  born  in  Stratford-on-Avon,  England,  and  related 
to  William  and  John  Curtis,  who  settled  in  StratfiM-d,  Connecticut,  in 
1639W    His  widow  Elizabeth,  on  June  22,  1662,  became  the  wife  of 

Richard  Wcller,  who  was  of  W  inds^^r,  Connecticut,  i(>4o;  uf  Farring- 
ton,  Connecticut,  1659;  Xorthanipton,  Massachusetts,  1O62,  and  Deer- 
field.  Massachusetts,  1673.    We  dictl  about  169a 

Henry  Curtis  had  two  children,  the  second  was  Nathaniel  Curtis, 
bom  in  Windsor,  Connecticut,  July  15,  1651:  he  married  Prudence 

 ,  and  their  son  was  Samuel  Curtis,  bom  in  1683,  married,  in 

1710,  Lois  Wentworth,  ajid  their  son  was  FJnathan  Curtis,  \x>rn  in 
Windsor,  C'<unecticut,  April  10,  1712,  died  in  Stfjckbridge,  Massa- 
chusettSi  August  jo,  1780.  ile  married.  March  10.  1737,  Rose  W'eller, 
bom  in  Guilford,  Connecticut,  in  April,  1714,  died  June  I,  i8o8»  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  Weller.  Elnathan  Curtis  and  his  wife  were  ad- 
mitted to  the  Congregational  church  in  Stockbridge,  June  5,  1763,  by 
letter  from  New  Preston,  Connecticut.  According  to  the  "  History  of 
New  Millord.  Connecticut."  they  liad  nine  chilihen.    'Flic  third  chdd  was 

Aliel  Curtis,  born  in  Woodbury,  Connecticut,  l-'ebruary  17,  1740, 
died  in  Stockbridge,  Massachusetts.  July  29^  1829.  He  was  married 
at  West  Stockbridge,  September  18,  1767,  to  Sarah  Neale,  bom  Janu- 
ary 17,  1749,  died  April  5.  1831,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Ruth  Neale, 
of  West  Stockbridge,  Massachusetts.  Abel  Curtis  served  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution.  He  and  his  wife  resided  in  Stockhridge.  Massa- 
chusetts, and  there  were  born  to  thcni  a  family  of  eight  sons  and  hve 
daughters.    Their  eighth  chdd  was 

Ocran  Curtis,  bora  in  Stockbridge,  Massachusetts,  April  20^  1780, 
died  December  12,  1849.  married  May  28,  1806,  to  Lucy  Dres- 

ser, bora  in  Charlton,  Massachusetts,  in  1787,  dietl  April  13,  1857,  a 
< laughter  of  James  and  Irene  Dresser.  Ocran  Curtis  was  a  merchant  in 


148 


BERKSHIRE  COUNTY 


Stockbridgc,  and  was  eminently  successful  in  his  undertakings.  He 
was  the  father  of  ten  children,  among  whom  was 

VViUiam  Otis  C'tirtis.  bom  in  Stockbridg;e,  Massachusetts.  July  15. 
1817.  (lied  l-'chruaiy  jo.  iSv).;.  w^vA  sc\eiUy  sc\cn  years.  He  married, 
November  5.  184J,  Jane  I'.valine  I)erl)\shire.  dnugluer  of  William  and 
Laura  (I'rnwbridge)  Derbyshire.  W'ilham  O.  Curtis  came  to  Lenox, 
Massachusetts,  in  1833,  when  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  after  establishing 
and  operating  for  twenty  }'enrs  a  stage  line  from  Lee  to  Pittslield,  con- 
necting with  the  Western  (now  Boston  &:  Alljany)  railroad,  became 
iIk'  proprict'T  of  the  li<tlel  which  lias  Krome  so  widely  known  nmler 
his  n:anagcinciU  ami  that  of  his  st-n.  and  has  entertained  many  famous 
men  and  women.  From  the  date  of  lis  establishment  die  Curtis  Hotel 
found  favor  with  the  traveling  public,  and  has  always  ranked  a5  a 
leader  among  the  best  and  most  select  of  the  stmimer  hotels  of  the 
Berkshire  Hill  country.  Its  management  has  been  characterized  by  tlic 
immetliatc  adoptic^n  of  any  impnivenient  and  the  addition  of  e\-ery 
a))]iliani  e  that  would  ci  ndncc  to  the  conif<  rt  <it  then"  quests,  and  it  is 
in  i^trictest  oonfonnity  with  the  facts  that  the  niagnificeiu  improve- 
ments which  have  given  to  Lenox  a  world-wide  fame  is  in  no  small 
measure  due  to  the  excellent  care  taken  of  the  present  summer  residents 
of  Lenox  while  they  were  simply  summer  visitors  and  guests  of  Curtis 
ITotel.  Mr,  Curtis  nlsf>  manifested  a  keen  interest  fn  the  public  af- 
fairs of  Leni  \.  lia\  in<r  >er\i.'i  ettxiently  as  >ieleetman.  dejinty  sheriff  atid 
otherwise  as  an  oitiL-ial.  aiitl  al.sij  reiire>ente*l  his  distrut  in  the  general 
ctuirt  of  1853.  He  left  two  sons,  one  of  whom  was  William  D.  Curtis, 
bom  at  Lenox,  December  21,  1843. 

William  D.  Curtis,  the  present  proprietor  of  the  hotel,  who  has 
contributed  materially  in  making  Lenox  well  known  thrniijrhoiit  the 
country  as  one  of  the  great  summer  resorts,  is  desccndcil  through  his 
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grandmother,  Liu  v  l)ri.-->er.  t'li  in  John  DroNcr.  \slu)  settled  in  Row- 
ley. .Mas>icliu'^eit>,  in  i^^S.  and  from  William  and  Joanna  (  Blessing) 
Toune,  who  cnnie  from  \'armonth,  England,  and  settled  in  Salem. 
Their  first  child  had  the  distinction  of  being  hanged  as  a  witch  July 
19,  1692.  He  is  aliio  descended,  through  L4icy  Dresser,  from  Francis 
and  Mary  (Foster)  Peabody,  who  came  to  America  in  the  ship 
"  Planter "  in  1635.  Francis  Peahody  was  bom  in  St.  Albans.  Hert- 
lordsinie.  l-'n,t,dand.  \(^\^.  vmi  of  J.flni  I'eahody.  horn  in  1590.  and  wife 
Is.ii>eil.  Another  ancestor  was  Thomas  I'rowtiing.  whose  daughter 
^lary.  bom  January  7,  1638,  married  Edmund  Towne,  born  in  Yar- 
mouth, England,  1628,  son  of  the  first  William  Townc.  William  D. 
Curtis's  maternal  grandmother  was  Laura,  daughter  of  Joseph  Trow- 
bridge, of  New  Haven.  Connecticut. 

W'illi.nr,  O.  Cnrtis  attended  Lenox  Acadetiiy,  and  W'illiston  Semi- 
nary, i-.asth.nnpt'  n.  .Massachu.^clts,  and  by  his  studious  hahits  and  c!ose 
application  to  study  aiquired  an  excellent  English  education.  He  then 
became  associated  with  his  father  in  the  management  of  the  hotel  in- 
terests, of  which  he  has  had  the  entire  charge  since  the  decease  of  the 
latter  in  February,  1895.  He  has  been  one  of  the  prime  movers  in 
ever\'  phase  of  the  development  of  Lenox:  has  served  in  the  capacity 
of  selectman,  assessor,  town  trc;',-nrcr,  and  clerk,  and  in  repre- 
sented his  town  in  the  state  r.sscmhiy.  He  was  one  of  the  incorporators 
of  the  National  and  Savings  Banks  and  presirlent  of  the  latter;  presi- 
dent of  tlie  Electric  Light  and  P>>wer  Comiiany:  treasurer  of  the  Water 
Company:  director  of  the  Berkshire  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of 
Pittsfield.  In  all  of  these  rliverse  and  important  p(»sitions  he  demon- 
strated his  l'n>inc-s  forc--i}^ht  and  s;i;^';icity.  lie  has  heen  acti\e  aKo  a- 
a  nienil)er  ot  the  Congregational  church,  and  serve<l  as  treasurer  of  the 
society  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century. 
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Mr.  Cm  tis  was  married  twice.  His  first  wife,  SyK  in :i  (  Phelps) 
Curtis,  a  n;itive  of  Letiox.  Massachusetts.  lK>re  him  two  chihhcn.  (  )tis 
P.  and  Lura  P.  Curtis.  His  second  wife  was  Sarah  Butler  Smith,  of 
Cwonado,  California,  ciaughter  of  Re\'.  Eli  Smith,  a  Prest^erian  mis- 
si(»ianr,  whose  life  work  was  at  Beinit,  Syria,  where  Mrs.  Sarah 
(Smith)  Curtis  was  bom. 


SAMUEL  BRIDGES. 

Samuel  Bridges,  bom  June  29,  1850^  is  a  son  of  the  late  James 
Augustus  and  Jane  Matilda  (Hibbard)  Bridges,  ihe  former  a  native  of 
WilliamstowTi,  Ma.ssachusetts,  the  latter  of  Schodadc,  New  York. 
Tames  A.  Bridges  was  a  son  of  Samuel  Hridjjjcs,  who  was  one  of  the 
prominent  and  well-tddo  early  farmers  of  W'illiamstown.  His  son 
James  established  a  livery  business  at  Williamstown,  and  for  some  years 
operated  a  stage  route  between  Williamstown  and  North  Adams.  In 
1862  he  removed  his  business  and  family  to  Pittsfield,  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  decease,  May  20,  1872.  His  widow  survives  and  re- 
sides in  Pittsfield.  Of  ele\'en  children  Iv^m  of  this  union  there  are  liv- 
ing: Martlia  J.,  wife  of  I'Vnnk  W'adham,  of  San  Diego,  CaHfornia; 
Samuel,  the  immediate  suhject  of  this  sketch;  James  Franklin  Bridg^es, 
of  Jersey  City.  New  Jersey ;  Harriet,  wife  of  James  H.  Kelly,  of  Phila- 
delphia; Edward;  Fannie,  wife  of  Nelson  J.  Lawton,  of  I^ttsfield;  and 
Harry  Bridges. 

Samuel  Bridges  attended  the  ptibltc  schools  of  Williamstown  and 

Pittslk'ld.  and  was  early  initiated  into  the  details  of  the  livery  iMisincss. 
and  was  fully  ecjual  to  the  assumption  of  its  management  upon  the 
decease  of  his  father.  For  four  years  thereafter  he  conducted  it  for 
his  mother,  and  in  1875  purchased  the  business  which  he  still  conducts. 
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The  Britlpes.  t.-.tlier  aiul  son,  had  a  Hke  exiK'rience  in  having  their  busi- 
ness premises  totally  clcstroyetl  by  hre,  the  former  in  the  early  '60s,  the 
latter  in,  1891,  and  it  is  a  significant  fact  that  in  both  instances  larger 
structures  supplanted  the  original  stables.  Samuel  Bridges  represented 
Ward  two  in  Pittsfield's  board  of  aldermen  in  18912,  his  only  political 
office. 

He  marrictl.  Xi>vcnil;cr  ^.  lf*75.  lli-ltn.  daughter  of  Richard  and 
Marcia  ((jallnp)  \'andcnl)iir«:h.  and  has  two  children:  Bessie,  wife  of 
Wallace  Roberts,  of  New  York;  and  Ralph  A.  Bridges,  in  the  employ 
of  his  father.   Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roberts  have  a  daughter,  Helen. 


FRANK  WARNER  BRANDOW. 

Without  a  peer  in  his  profession,  and  standing  alone  in  the  won- 
derful versatility  of  his  mechanical  genius,  the  gentleman  whose  name 
introduces  these  memoirs  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  personalities  in 
the  Berkshire  Hill  country.   Inhere  is  the  added  charm  to  the  story  of  his 

profe'^<ional  h'fc  that  he  was  absolutely  unaided  save  through  the  exercise 
of  native  al  i'ity  and  jiersistent  application  in  his  attainment  of  the  high 
position  which  he  occupies  while  yet  a  oomi>aratively  young  man. 
Heredity  is  doubtless  responsible  for  his  most  valuable  characteristics — 
unfaltering  devotion  lo  and  indomitable  will  in  the  accomplishment  of 
a  desired  end.  The  patience,  ingenuity  of  method  and  unremitting  toil 
through  centuries  with  which  his  Hollandese  forbears  "have  repulsed  the 
encroachments  of  Zuy<icr  Zee  up<'n  the  beloved  soil  of  Fatherland,  are 
unmistakably  evidenced  in  both  the  professirm  and  pastimes  of  Dr. 
Brandow,  for,  be  it  understood,  he  has  found  his  highest  enjoyment — 
his  rest  (  ?)  from  professional  labors — ^in  practically  mastering  all  trades, 
as  will  appear  from  the  narrative  which  follows. 
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The  founder  of  the  American  family  of  Brandow  was  one  of  the 
early  iXitih  -cttlcis  .>l'  Xcw  XiiiNicnlani,  and,  nl  his  desi-eiulaiits.  Jach 
Braudow,  great  ^rantliathcr  of  the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was,  prior  to  ami  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  the  owner  of  a  lai^ 
tract  of  land  with  a  frontage  of  six  miles  upon  the  Hudson  river  be- 
tween Athens  and  Catskill.  He  was  a  boat  builder,  and  established  and 
successfnllx-  c  ] crated  for  some  years  a  line  of  freiRht-carrying-  sailings 
vessels  hitwct  n  Ml  aiiy  and  Xew  ^^)I•k  City.  A  jvirt  of  iht  traft  of  kind 
above  mentioned  is  still  held  by  direct  desct  iidnnts  of  its  original  owner, 
five  generations  of  Brandow  s  having  resided  there. 

Josiah  Warner  Brandow,  the  father  of  Dr.  Frank  W.  Brandow. 
was  a  native  of  the  homestead  tract  in  the  state  of  New  York,  and  for 
many  years  a  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Pittsfield.  Massachusetts.  He. 
too,  was  a  mtxhanical  .L;i.nii'.s.  and  whatever  he  nndi-itimk  he  accom- 
plished witli  a  tlx >ruvij;iiness  tliat  evidenccil  his  Miti  that  "whatever  is 
worth  doing  at  all  is  worth  doing  well,"  a  truism  which  he  took  early 
occasion  to  instill  as  a  guiding  precept  for  his  son.  He  conducted  for 
some  years  a  sporting  goods  store  on  North  street,  on  the  site  of  the 
present  Central  Block,  and  had  a  gunsmith  reixiir  shop  in  connection 
therewith.  In  his  earliest  years  in  Berkshire  county  he  was  for  fifteen 
years  in  charge  of  repair  w<n"k  for  the  Boston  &  Albany  railro.'itl.  with 
hea«l(|nartcrs  at  riitstield.  He  married  Mary  Ann  May,  daughter  of 
Hezekiah,  a  farmer  of  West  Pittsfield. 

Frank  Warner  Brandow  was  born  March  24,  1853,  in  Pittsfield, 
where  he  received  his  preliminary  schooling  and  took  up  the  study  of 
dentistry  under  Dr.  James  Gamwell.  His  dental  studies  were  con- 
tinutil  anc!  ci  ipijilcted  nndcr  tlic  l)rt'L•^'ptor^hi^»  of  that  vcrv  di'^tin!:^^lished 
niemher  of  the  profcssif.n.  Dr.  W.  W.  Walker,  of  New  York  City. 
When  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  established  offices  at  Pittsfield,  and 
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iherc  >j)ei.(!iiy  <Iem«  iistrattd  liis  ability  as  a  tlcntal  practiiumcr.  taking 
rank  with  tlie  leaders  «>t  ills  profession  and  acquiring  a  more  than  or- 
dinarily lucrative  practice.  Hie  labor  and  confinement  incident  to  this 
have  made  inr'>ads  u\xin  Dr.  Brandow's  health,  and  he  has  been  compelled 
in  some  measure  to  rela.x  his  professional  efforts,  his  practice  being 
l.niiciiiafly  copfineil  to  snnniier  residents  of  Lenox,  where  he  early  at- 
lanie<l  ;>n<I  t<.r  in:in\  \ears  lia>  lia<l  an  e\tinsi\e  jiiitn »naj^e. 

I'mni  hoylKHHl  his  interest  in  nuiljanics  has  been  keen,  and  that 
realm,  broa<l  as  it  is,  seems  to  be  able  to  hold  no  secrets  from  his  in> 
quisitive  and  intelligent  scrutiny.  His  initial  effort  in  model  making 
cn  a  broad  scale  was  brought  about  during  a  trip  abroad  in  1895,  when, 
in  company  with  Mr.  I.  C.  Swazey,  superintendent  of  the  British  Model 
\\  i>rk^.  L'in(!<>ii.  he  wa>  ex.'niininii  tlir  womlcn  nnulels  of  marine  crafts 
at  the  wurks  nanie<l.  L|H)n  this  ..ccasion  Dr.  lirandow  ventureil  the 
suggestion  that  the  models  would  lie  much  hamksomer  if  constructed  of 
metals.  This  was  pronounced  by  the  superintendent  as  impracticable, 
an  assertion  that  was  cliallenged  by  Dr.  Brandow.  During  his  leisure 
moments  of  the  followinp  year  Dr.  Brandow  demonstrated  the  correct- 
ncs>  (if  iiis  <.wn  jxi-Niti-Mi  <;n  the  f|iR-sii.  n  1»\  himself  repnKlncing  in 
metab  a  perfect  ni'idel  of  the  American  line  -steamship  "  I'aris."  Con- 
cerning this  wonderful  and  lieautifnl  piece  of  miniature  mechanism  the 
New  York  Htrahl  of  .\pril  26.  1896.  comments  as  follows:  "The 
model  is  an  excellent  fiiii.she<l  piece  of  workmanship.  Except  the  figure- 
head of  the  prow  and  the  en;erald  and  ruby  jewels  used  for  the  steamer's 
lights,  every  detail  from  hull  to  rij^trin^-^  is  made  l>y  hand.  There  are 
three  thonsantl  pieces  in  all.  It  is  so  ri\ett<I  \\it!i  ImiUs  that  tlic  entire 
mechanistn  can  l;e  taken  ajjart.  'Hie  hull  of  Innnished  copjHjr,  in  many 
pieces,  but  brazed  into  perfect  curves.  Hie  cordage  of  copper  wire 
falls  to  the  ship's  sides  from  silver  masts.    The  capstan  stands  on  a 
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bridge  of  hras>,  ot  wliit  ii  the  deck  and  nearly  all  its  furnishings  are  com- 
posed. Ail  the  minutiae  of  a  CTOipUcated  ocean  liner  (machinery,  of 
course,  excepted)  are  carved  out  with  elaborate  detail.  The  pilot  ladder 
is  gold,  and  the  passenger  ladder  astern  is  aluminum.  Her  silken  flags 
are  set  for  entering  an  English  port,  a  dainty  Union  Jack  at  the  peak.*' 
Tliis  nvxlfl  was  sold  for  one  thousand  dollars  to  John  Hood,  projMnetor 
nf  the  1  ifft  House,  I'.uffaln,  wlu)  sul)sequently  disposed  of  it  to  Mr. 
R.  II.  W  liite.  of  Boston,  and  it  is  now  one  of  tlie  highly  prized  treasures 
embodying  both  the  arts  and  mechanics  in  tlie  palatial  home  of  the  latter. 

Within  the  next  few  years  Dr.  Brandow  had  constructed  a  perfect 
working  model  of  the  famous  "999"  locomotive  of  the  New  York 
Central  and  Hudson  River  Railroad,  and  shortly  thereafter  a  model  of 
the  steamship  "  C'it\  of  Berlin."  of  the  American  line.  Shortly  after 
the  invention  of  tlic  phonograph,  and  before  that  type  of  wonder  was 
in  the  market.  Dr.  Brandow  procured  file  use  of  an  instrument  from 
the  Edison  company  and  proceeded  forthwith  to  the  making  of  its 
counterpart.  He  has  made  also  very  beautiful  models  of  the  Wtnton 
pattern  automobile — the  1902  machine  of  wood,  the  1903  machine  of 
metals.  The  IkkIv  of  the  latter  is  of  '^ilvcr  plateeii.  and  the  running 
gear  of  oxidixed  silver.  The  machine  was  upholstered  in  black  kid. 
Brass,  copper,  iron  and  steel  were  all  used  in  its  construction.  It  was 
on  exhibition  at  Tiffany's,  New  York,  for  some  time,  where  it  received 
much  admiring  attention. 

Dr.  Brandow  has  numeroits  other  models  of  his  own  construction, 
hut  nothing.  hi'\\e\er  diniinutive.  that  he  has  built  to  work,  has  failed 
to  resiMjnd  to  the  tests.  An  interesting  recent  model  of  the  doctor's  is 
that  of  the  Santos  Dumont  airship.  No.  6,  with  clock  work  to  illustrate 
its  propeller  action. 

Dr.  Brandow  is  an  enthusiastic  automobilist,  and,  as  may  be  imag- 
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ineti,  is  his  own  most  capable  chauffeur.  A  friend  recently  remarked 
that  there  was  nothing  in  which  the  doctor  took  greater  delight  than 
in  bowling  smoothly  along  in  his  automobile,  save  having  some  accident 
happen  tc  its  meclianism,  thereby  giving  free  play  to  his  medianical 
genius.  He  wns  actively  identified  with  the  founding  of  the  Berkshire 
Aut« tir.ol)ile  ("luh.  and  prc'-i<lej)t  i'\  tliai  nri^anization  from  its  forma- 
tion up  t"  Kjo^.  I  Jr.  Brau'low  has  a  wonderfully  well  equipix:d  labora- 
tory at  his  home,  fitted  up  with  machinery  and  an  electric  motor  for 
experimental  work. 

Dr.  Bnmdow  married.  November  14,  1905,  Louise,  daughter  of 
William  and  Bertha  (Dietrich)  Engel,  of  Hartford,  Connecticut.  Dr. 
BraiKlou  -  residence  is  50  Bartlctt  a\emic.  Mrs.  P.raiidnw  is  widely 
and  most  fa\orably  known  in  r.erk>hire  county  as  one  of  the  especially 
talented  graduates  of  the  Henry  VV.  Bishop  Memorial  Training  Scbool 
for  Nurses. 

EDWARD  JAMES  MALLEY. 

That  artists,  of  whatever  tyi)e,  are  bom  and  not  made,  is  a  gen- 
eral!) accented  and  prulialilx  correct  theory.  The  snl)iect  of  tliis  sketch, 
a  Berkshire  c. mnty  boy,  dc\ilo]K<l  an  early  aptitude  w  ith  crayon,  pencil 
and  brush,  and  early  numbered  among  his  most  cherished  possessions 
a  camera.  That  he  should  have  eventtuilly  developed  into  a  photogra- 
pher of  signal  ability  was  the  natural  sequence  of  the  boy's  pronounced 
proclivities. 

He  was  lx)rn  May  .^o.  1876,  son  of  the  late  Patrick  A.  an<l  I-'li/.a- 
beth  A.  (Mcran)  .Malley.  the  former  a  native  of  the  county  Mayo, 
Ireland,  bom  in  1845,  ^^^^  ^^^^  latter  of  Stockbridge,  Massachusetts, 
daugtiter  of  the  late  Michael  Mcran,  who  came  from  county  Roscom- 
mon, Ireland,  in  the  early  '50s,  and  located  in  Stockbridge,  where  he 
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was  cn}4;ij;t<!  in  agriculiural  pursuits.  Tainck  Mallcy  was  also  a  fanner 
.It  Uiue  Hill,  (.ireat  Barringtoii,  Massachusetts,  whence  he  removed  to 
Lee  in  iSj^o. 

Edwanl  J.  Malley  was  graduated  from  Lee  Academy,  then,  taking 
«p  the  study  of  electricity,  as  the  outcome  of  which  he  was  subsequently 
for  a  time  night  .naaagtr  at  Pittsfield  of  the  New  England  Telephone 

His  -I'-  iiy  licnt  t'l  r  \v<  rk  alon^^  artistic  lines  Icil  him  in  lo 
purchase  Chapin's  studii).  at  I^,  where  he  conducted  a  general  photo- 
graphic busiress  until  1901.  when  he  came  to  Pittsfield  to  engage  with 
E.  S.  Houck,  then  acct.inited  the  leatHng  photographer  of  Berkshire 

county.    In  1903  he  i»urcha«ed  this  tntsiness,  and  now  has  a  well 
ecjuippeil  stuilin  in  tlie  I'.niiland  blnrk.  and  a  class  and  extent  'if  palr'Hi 
age  that  is  an  all  sntVicient  atiestatinn  of  his  ability.    A  number  of  the 
most  artistic  of  the  portrait  illustrations  of  this  publication  were  en- 
graved from  imprints  of  Mr.  Malley *s  n^fatives. 


WILLARD  M.  DELEVAN. 

The  stoiii'-*  w  hich  li:i\  e  l  ecfi  told  bv  ballots  have  challenged  huiiiati 
intercut  in  rtcent  years  more  than  even  the  thrilling'  narratives  that  have 
voUeved  from  nnisketrv  or  l>ello\vcd  from  the  cannon's  mouth.  This 

w 

is  especially  true  in  these  United  States,  and  it  is  upon  the  purity  of  the 
ballot  rather  than  military  and  naval  strength  that  our  national  safety 
depends.   He  who  safeguards  the  republic  in  this  direction  therefore 

may  justly  be  regarded  as  a  public  benefactor,  a  distinction  which  may 

l)e  fairlv  accor<lcd  tlic  j^ciitlenian  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch. 
His  inventi  i  icnius  has  evolved  a  voting  machine,  tlie  U'^e  of  which 
insures  an  absolutely  accurate,  a  speedy,  and  an  unimpeacliably  honest 
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count  An  especial  interest  attaches  to  the  invention  in  question  in 
Berkshire  county,  for  it  was  here  that  its  idea  was  first  conceived,  and 
here,  U>o,  that  one  by  one  the  difficulties  that  presented  themselves  in  its 

construction  w-cre  overcome  an<l  a  perfect  work  finally  stood  revealed. 

W  iilard  M.  Uclcxan  \\a>  l  orn,  m  New  Lcltanun,  C  < iliiiiihia  C' unity, 
Xew  York,  Deceiiilwr  27,  1862,  sun  <>f  (ienrge  \.  and  iht-  late  Mar- 
garet (Mcf  jum)  Dele>-an.  natives  of  New  York,  wltere  George  X.  Dele- 
\-an  ^Knt  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  the  employ  of  Tilden  &  Co., 
manufacturing  chemists.  Mrs.  George  X.  Delevan  died  in  1891,  and 
since  iqoi  Mr.  Georg^e  X.  Delevan  has  resided  in  Pittsfield.  and  is  now 
asstx-iated  with  his  son  in  the  nwnulaciure  of  the  voting  machine  here- 
tofore refencd  to. 

Y'oung  JJelevan  received  a  jntbiic  school  education.  He  was  for 
se^'eral  years  trax^ling  salesman  for  Tilden  &  Co..  and  in  1896  came  to 
Pittsfield  to  accept  a  position  with  the  Stanley  Electric  Manufacturing 
Company,  retainintj  a  imsition  therewith  for  a  period  of  five  years. 
Shortly  after  his  aim  a!  in  Berkshire  C'<nnty  Mr.  I)elc\air>  attention  was 
called  to  the  inade«|uacy  nf  the  hallnt  l  «i\  system,  the  possibilities  for 
fraudulent  work  and  the  length  of  time  requiretl  in  arriving  at  an  accu- 
rate count.  Believing  that  there  was  crying  need  for  improved  con- 
ditions generally  in  voting  method*:,  his  study  was  directed  along  that 
line.  He  seaired  fmm  the  secretary  of  state  copies  of  the  election  laws 
ui'h  a  vic  \  til  iMxIcnakinij  the  imciitinn  of  a  vntnig  machnie  that  could 
be  legally  iiscd  in  elections.  Thnnighfait  1897,  '98  and  99  his  spare 
time  was  dcr  oted  to  tlic  proposed  mechanism,  and  in  1900  he  succeetled 
in  enlisting  the  interest  of  Mr,  Samuel  J.  Tilden.  of  the  Tilden  Chemical 
Company,  who  advanced  the  necessary  funds  to  proceed  with  the  making 
of  models  frf>m  >fr.  Dele\*an*s  plans.  These  models  were  made  by  the 
Fenn-Saditr  Machine  Company.    Mo<lcl  after  model  was  made,  each  in 
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turn  improving  tipon  its  predecessor,  until  June  9,  1904,  when  the  ninth 
of  the  series,  the  "  Triumph,"  as  it  is  a^q^rc^ately  designated,  was  com- 
pleted. I1ie  Triumph  Voting  Machine  Company  has  been  incorporated 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $250,000.  with  manufacturing  headquarters  at 

Columbus  at!.!  IVancis  a\C!iucs,  ritt>«ricl(l,  and  the  work  of  presenting 
llie  merits  of  the  uuichine  is  now  in  active  and  most  successful  process. 
The  officers  of  the  company  are  De  Witt  Bruce,  of  Pittsfield,  president 
and  general  manager;  and  William  Shillaber  and  Arthur  H.  Van  Brunt, 
of  New  York,  respectively  treasurer  and  secretary.  Mr.  Delevan  is 
the  company's  general  sales  agent. 

Mr.  Dele^an  ha«;  liccn  a  working  member  of  tbe  Democratic  party, 
acting  as  chairman  of  tbe  Demncratic  city  convention  in  1903.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  connecteil  with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen 
and  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  married,  October  14, 
1885,  Jeaunette,  daughter  of  the  late  Alexander  and  Jeannette  (Todd) 
Bnrrowes.  of  Newburg,  New  York.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Delevar.  are  Marguerite,  Isabella  and  Willard. 


FRANKLIN  FESTUS  READ.  Sr. 

Numbered  among  the  substantially  valuable  citizens  of  Pittsfield, 
and,  although  approadiing  four-score  years  of  age,  still  in  active  identi- 
fication with  important  business  interests,  is  he  whose  name  forms  the 
caption  for  these  memoirs. 

The  Kcid  family  of  wbicli  In*  a  meinlKM  is  nf  l-'n^b'sb  origin, 
the  records  revealinjr  it  in  unhn  ken  line  to  Hrianus  de  ke(k\  \vlio  was 
living  in  1 139  at  Morpeth,  on  tiie  \\  ensback  river,  in  the  north  part  of 
England.  Of  his  descendants  William  Read,  of  Maidstone,  county  of 
Kent,  who  married  Lucy  Henagc.  had  a  son  Elias,  horn  in  1595.  who 
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became  a  pntfessor  of  divinity,  came  to  the  American  colonies  with  his 
family,  and  is  first  located  by  records  in  this  country  as  a  resident  of 
Wobum,  Massachusetts. 

His  son  Philip,  bom  in  England  in  1623,  became  a  physician  in 
Lynn.  Massachusetts,  where  in  1669  he  made  a  complaint  against  Mar- 
garet, uile  iii  John  'iifl'tirtl.  for  uitchcrat't.  llie  (iitYonl  laiiiily  was 
intliiciitial.  and,  the  charge  not  hoini,'  sii<taiiic<l.  o])crated  against  Ur. 
Read,  who  thereupon  removed  to  Concord,  Massachusetts,  in  the  fol- 
lowing year.  The  unhappy  effects  of  his  Lynn  controversy  followed  him 
to  his  new  place  of  residence,  and  he  was  subjected  to  bitter  persecur 
tion,  at  one  time  going  to  jail  for  a  short  period  through  some  compH- 
ratio!'  grow  ii.g  out  l  A  il:e  witchcraft.  He  continue*!,  however,  to  main- 
tain his  residence  and  practice  Ins  profession  at  Concord.  He  was  one 
of  the  trustees  of  the  estate  ni  John  Pructor,  of  Salem,  whose  son  John, 
hanged  at  Salem  for  witchcraft  in  1692,  was  convicted  on  the  testimony 
of  Cotton  Mather,  who  fleposed  among  other  evidence  that  during  the 
trial  he  saw  evil  spirits  liehind  the  unhappy  Proctor,  in  converse  with 
him.  Dr.  Read  had  an  e.\tcnsi\e  practice  in  (.onct»rd  and  the  adjacent 
towns  oi  Middlesex  nnti  Essex  counties.  He  had  a  >oii.  Hnhp,  born  in 
Concord  in  1671,  who  succeeded  to  his  father's  medical  practice.  He 
married  Thanks  Dile.  Their  sen  John,  bom  in  1714,  also  became  a 
practicing  physician  in  Concord.  He  married  Abiel  Butterfield,  and 
to  them  was  horv,  in  17^C*,  a  son.  Simeon,  who  located  in  Ludlow, 
Vermont,  where  In-  UKinicd  .'^arah  C  nniinin^s.  I'lieir  son  Simeon, 
born  in  1761.  (hed  January  10.  183^.  settled  in  1790  in  Windsor,  Massa- 
chusetts, where  he  was  admitted  to  the  clntrch  in  1802.  He  married 
in  Dalton,  Massadiusetts.  May  8,  1792,  Thankful  Hovey,  bom  in  1760. 
died  in  Windsor,  July  11,  1830.  Tlicir  three  children  were  baptized 
August  15.  1802.   Of  these  was 
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Festus  Head,  bom  an  Windsor,  October  22,  1795,  died  in  Pittsfield, 
January  9,  1879.  Intentions  of  his  marriage  were  published  in  Wind- 
sor church,  January  25,  1823,  and  he  married  Rebecca  Bladonan,  of 

Dalton,  l)f>m  in  I'artridgetichl,  now  Penn,  Massachusetts,  August  2, 
1798.  ('.augiilcr  of  lilejizer  and  Ann  (Paynj  Blacknuui.  Mrs.  Keati  s 
father,  Eleazer  Blacknian,  was  horn  November  13,  1768,  son  of  Abra- 
ham Blackman,  Jr.,  by  his  wife  Sarali  Loomis,  who  came  to  Penn  from 
Hebnm,  Connecticut,  in  1768.  Through  Sarah  Loomis  the  line  of 
Mrs.  Festus  Read  goes  Ijack  to  Joseph  Loomis.  who  came  from  Brain- 
ircc,  Knglanl.  in  thf  "Susan  and  i'llcn,"  arrixing  at  Boston  Jidy  17. 
163S,  with  his  wife  Mary  W  hitc,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Bridget 
(Allgar)  White,  of  Messing,  Essex,  Engiaml. 

Festus  Read  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  at  Windsor  dar- 
ing his  earlier  life.  In  1836  he  came  to  Pittslield  and  embailced  in  the 
meat  business  in  company  wth  his  brother  Nathan,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Read  Brothers,  Like  all  meat  dealers  at  that  time,  they  did 
their  own  butchering,  taking  cattle  raised  in  the  neighborhood.  For 
some  years  prior  to  his  death,  which  occurred  January  9,  1879,  Festtis 
lived  in  retirement  upon  his  farm.  He  was  a  Whig  in  politics  until 
the  formation  of  the  Republican  i>art\'.  when  he  joined  its  ranks  and 
w:i>;  ffMin  that  time  one  of  its  warmest  adherents.  Seven  children  were 
born  <  t  his  marri.ii^e:  Charles  .\llcn.  now  deccasetl.  horn  in  1824, 
and  as  long  as  he  lived  followed  the  business  established  by  his  father; 
Anna  R.,  also  deceased,  in  1825,  married  Geoi^e  Marks,  of  Haydeti- 
ville;  Franklin  F..  the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch;  Thankful,  bom 
in  1820.  now  deceased,  who  married  the  late  John  Wark.  of  this  city; 
Martha  I".,  horn  in  who  lived  hut  eight  years;  William  I).,  W)m 

in  1834,  who  served  in  the  Civil  war  and  was  afterward  engaged  for 
eighteen  years  in  the  grocery  business  with  his  brother,  FrankKn  P.. 
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died  in  1875,  leaving  four  children — W  illiam  IX,  Alice  (Mrs.  Faw- 
cett),  Jessie  and  Walter;  and  Lyman  J.,  01  i'ittslield,  born  in  1838. 
Both  parents  were  members  of  the  old  First  Church. 

Franklin  F.  Read  attended  public  schools  until  he  was  sixteen 
years  old.  Then  he  began  assisting  his  father  by  driving  the  meat  cart, 
an  ocatpatton  which  he  contimied  until  he  attained  his  majority,  build- 
inij  up  a  fine  paying'  ronte  in  this  locality.  Afterward  he  was  otherwise 
employed  by  his  father  until  185 1.  Following  then  the  tide  of  emigration 
west^vard,  he  went  to  California  by  way  of  the  Isthmus,  which  he 
crossed  on  a  mule's  back.  Forty  days  after  leaving  home,  in  Novem- 
ber, he  arrived  at  San  Francisco.  Thence  he  proceeded  to  Stockton 
and  afterward  to  San  Andreas,  where  he  mined  for  a  time.  Not  pleased 
with  the  results  of  his  lalx^rs  he  went  to  Sacramento,  tlien  a  very  new 
place,  and  worked  for  a  while  at  boating,  poling  a  fiat-boat  loaded  with 
lumber  up  the  river,  and  receiving  one  hundred  dollars  a  month  for 
wages.  A  few  months  later  he  purchased  the  boat  and  for  a  time  car- 
ried on  the  business  on  his  own  account.  He  subsequently  bought  a 
half  interest  in  a  tripe  shop  of  a  nian  from  Worcester,  Massachusetts, 
and  the  two  made  money  rapidly  for  awhile  by  cleaning  and  selling 
tripe,  calves'  heads  and  feet.  In  1853  returned  to  PittsAeld  and  here 
established  himself  in  the  meat  business  on  West  street.  A  year  or  two 
later  he  took  into  partnership  his  brother,  William  D.  Read,  and,  add- 
ing a  complete  line  of  proceries,  carried  on  a  thriving*  business  on  North 
street  until  the  death  nf  William,  a  period  of  nearly  twenty  years.  In 
1876  he  closed  out  his  store  to  devote  hini'^elf  entirely  to  his  duties  as 
assessor  and  collector,  oflices  which  he  held  for  six  consecutive  years. 

He  is  a  strong  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Rqniblican  party, 
and  in  1891,  i8<>2  and  1893,  represented  his  district  in  the  state  legis- 
lature, serving  during  the  first  two  years  on  the  committee  on  banks 
11 


Digitized  by  Google 


U'r^  BERKSHIRE  COUNTY 

• 

and  banking,  and  duriii}^^  the  last  lenn  on  the  committee  tin  election 
laws.  He  has  also  been  a  delegate  to  many  county  and  state  conven* 
tions»  and  he  rendered  the  city  inestimable  service  as  a  member  of  the 
school  board  for  eight  years.  During  that  time  he  was  chairman  of  the 
building  committee  that  had  charp^c  of  the  erection  of  the  new  hig^h 
scliool.  which  CI -St  one  hundred  and  fiily  tli<>usand  dollars,  and  is  said 
to  be  the  iinest  of  its  size  in  the  county.  While  he  was  on  the  board 
the  school  houses  on  Elizabeth  street,  John  street,  and  at  Russell's  were 
erected.  For  some  time  after  giving  up  his  meat  and  grocery  b»isi- 
ness,  Mr.  Read  settled  many  estates  in  this  vicinity,  having  been  trustee 
and  manager  of  the  George  lirown  estate  for  tlie  past  twenty-five  years, 
and  dealt  with  seventeen  different  estales  at  one  time.  He  also  pur> 
chased  the  Samuel  Howe  insurance  business,  which  h^  has  since  con- 
ducted in  association  with  his  son,  Franklin  F.  Read,  Jr.  Now  he  de- 
votes his  time  to  collecting  rents  and  taking  care  of  estates.  Since  t88o 
he  has  ?>ecn  the  head  of  tlie  well-known  firm  of  Read  &  Burns,  ice 
dealers,  which  each  winter  puts  up  some  six  thousand  tons  of  ice  to 
supply  its  numerous  patrons.  It  keeps  six  men  steadily  emplc^ed  and 
for  much  of  the  time  has  from  twenty  to  thirty  men  assisting.  The 
firm  first  shipped  ice  to  New  York  from  its  houses  both  on  Onota  and 
Silver  Lakes.  For  years  this  comjiany  ha<I  the  largest  business  of  its 
kind  in  western  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Read  belongs  to  Mystic  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
and  Berkshire  Chapter,  Royal  Arcb  Masons :  to  Berkshire  Lodge,  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  I'ellows.  in  which  he  has  jia'^^cd  all  the  chairs, 
and  of  which  he  has  been  tlie  treasurer  and  its  delegate  to  tlie  grand 
lodge;  to  the  encampment,  in  which  he  has  filled  all  the  offices,  and 
is  now  the  treasurer;  and  to  tiie  Knights  of  Pythias,  of  which  he  is 
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chancellor,  and  has  been  a  representative  to  the  state  conventions  of  the 
(M-ganizaticn. 

On  Augfust  8.  1857.  Mr.  Read  was  married  to  Miss  Martha  C 
Butler,  a  dauq^hter  nf  James  Butler,  of  this  city,  and  they  have  one 
son,  Franklin  i\  Read,  Jr.  (See  sketch  following.)  Mr.  Read  and 
his  wife  are  active  members  of  tlie  Methodist  Episcqal  church,  and  he 
serves  it  efficiently  in  the  capacity  of  trustee  and  treasurer,  and  hdd 
the  latter  office  for  eighteen  years.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  F.  Read,  Sr., 
are  descended  from  Revnhitlonary  soldiers,  the  former  from  Simeon 
Read,  who  enlisted  at  W'oburn,  a  priv.itc  in  Captain  Josh  Walker's 
Company,  Colonel  David  Grimes'  regiment,  which  marched  proljably 
on  alarm  of  April  19,  1775.  Mrs.  Read  is  a  granddaughter  of  George 
Butler,  who  enlisted  in  Pittsfield  as  private  in  Captain  David  Noble's 
company,  Colonel  John  Patterson's  (26lh)  regiment;  marched  to  Cam- 
bridge. Ai)ril  22.  1775.  and  served  six  months;  also,  same  company 
and  regnnent,  muster  roll  dated  August  i,  1775.  Enlisted  April  29, 
I775<  services,  three  months,  nine  days;  also  conqony  return  dated  Oc- 
tober 6,  1775;  also  order  for  bounty  coat  or  its  equivalent  in  money, 
dated  Fort  No.  3,  Charlestown,  October  26,  1775 ;  also  Lieutenant  Joel 
Stevens*  detachment,  Colonel  David  Rossiter's  regiment,  enlisted  Oc- 
tober 15.  17^0,  discharged  October  18,  1780,  service  three  days  on  an 
alarm  at  Fort  Edward. 


FRANKLIN  F.  READ,  Jr. 

Franklin  F.  Read,  Jr.,  son  of  Franklin  F.,  Sr.,  and  Martha  C. 
(Butler)  Read,  upon  ^dtiating  from  the  high  school,  served  three 

years  as  ajjprentice.  i<  >MnH ym.ni  and  master,  and  learned  the  machinist 
trade,  but  never  worked  at  it  after  his  time  was  over.    In  1882  he 
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joined  the  insurance  firm  of  Howe  &  Read,  and  has  had  full  charge  of 
this  department  ever  since  (1906)  for  H.  &  R.  Wilson  &  Read,  and 
F.  F.  Read  &  Son,  the  latter  firms  succeeding  Howe  &  Read.  During 
the  first  year  of  Pittsfield's  existence  as  a  city,  he  represented  ward 

Three  in  the  hoard  of  aldertnen.  having'  hccn  elected  on  the  Repuhhcan 
ticket,  which  he  uniformly  supix)rts.  At  one  period  of  his  life  he  joined 
many  secret  societies.  He  is  a  member  of  the  following  Masonic 
bodies:  Crescent  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  Berkshire  Chap- 
ter, Royal  .'Vrch  Masons,  Berkshire  Council,  Royal  and  Select  Masters, 
Berkshire  Commandery.  Knights  Temi)lar.  Pittsfield.  Arassachusetts: 
Alc])iiu  reuiple,  Mystic  Shrine,  IVKton,  Mass;ichnsctts.  His  mark  in 
the  Chapter  is  emblematical  of  his  business:  The  bird  Phoenix  rising 
from  the  ashes.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  the  New 
England  Order  of  Protection,  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen, 
the  Workman's  Benefit  Association,  the  Loyal  Additional  Benefit  As^ 
sociation  Pittsfield  !')iiat  riiih,  and  the  P.erkshire  Ayricnltural  Society, 
of  which  lie  \va^  secretary  fnr  tun  years.  At  one  time  he  was  a  meniher 
of  Osceola  Lodge,  Jndependent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  Greylock 
Encampment.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Park  Qub  since  organiza- 
tion, and  was  a  member  of  the  Business  Men's  Qub  before  it  was  merged 
into  the  Park  Oub.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Bicycle  Club  at  the  time 
when  hic;h  wheels  were  in  nse.  He  fjwne<l  and  rode  the  first  saiet)' 
bicycle  ever  seen  in  PittstRld 

He  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  when  young,  and  was 
a  member  of  the  choir  from  early  boyhood.  In  1887  he  was  engaged  to 
sing  at  St.  Stephen's  Episcopal  church,  and  April  22,  1888,  he  joined 
the  church.  He  was  elected  treasurer  of  the  parish  in  189 1.  and  has 
been  re-elected  every  year  since.  The  niotithly  meetings  of  the  wardens 
and  vestry  of  this  parish  have  been  held  at  his  insurance  office  for  many 
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years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  choir  at  St.  Stephen's  for  twelve  years, 
and  had  full  charge  of  the  music  and  played  the  organ  in  the  chapel 
while  the  new  church  was  being  built.  He  was  leader  in  chancel  of  the 

boy  choir  for  tvvo  years.  His  is  n  baritone  voice,  and  is  very  powerful 
ami  penetrating.  W  hen  (iiace  Miiiscopal  duuch  at  Dalton  was  beings 
organized,  he  with  a  friend  drove  tliere  twice  a  week  and  conducted 
services,  he  having  charge  of  the  music. 

Mr.  Read  married  Miss  Maty  Emma  Smith,  of  Pittsfield,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  six  children :  Danid  D.,  Garence  A.  and  Florence  V. 
(twins),  Franklin  F.  (3),  Clinton,  and  Robert  Ray. 

REVEREND  LEON  D.  BLISS. 

One  of  the  most  active  among  the  Congregational  ministers  of 
Berkshire  coimty  is  the  Reverend  Leon  D.  Bliss,  of  Great  Barrington. 
Mr.  Bliss  bclongfs  to  a  family  of  Norman  origin,  the  name  having  been 

»;|K'1!c(l  (le  lu'iis  in  their  native  pnn  ince.  It  was  <!()ul)tlcss  alx  ut  the 
time  of  tlie  LOntpiest  that  the  family  migrated  to  England,  where  they 
were  large  land  owners. 

Frederick  D.  Bliss,  son  of  Lewis  Bliss,  was  bom  in  Vermont,  and 
has  always  led  the  life  of  a  farmer.  During  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted 
in  ComiMny  I.  Eleventh  Regiment  Vermont  Volunteers,  and  while  en- 
gaged in  nctive  scrviic  rereivcd  a  wi  und  from  wl'.ich  he  siih>c(iueiitly 
recovered.  He  married  I'rances  W  Hitcluock.  and  they  were  the  par- 
ents of  a  son,  Leon  D.    Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bliss  are  still  living. 

Leon  D.  Bliss,  son  of  Frederick  D.  and  Frances  P.  (Hitchcock) 
Bliss,  was  bom  June  2,  1861,  in  Calais.  Vermont,  and  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  sch(Mi]<;  nf  liis  native  >ta1c  and  at  Dartmouth  College,  from 
which  institution  he  graduatetl  in  1883.    After  spending  some  time  at 
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Pacific  Theological  Seminar)',  Oakland,  California,  he  entered  Andover 
Theological  Seminary,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1888.  For  several 
years  he  officiated  as  assistant  pastor  of  the  Central  Congregational 

churdi,  W  orcester.  Massachusetts,  and  for  a  time  was  pastor  in  WVkhI- 
land,  California.  In  1896  he  accepted  a  call  to  the  Congregational 
church  in  Great  Barrington,  where  he  remained  until  December  i,  1905, 
his  pastorate  being  attended  with  the  most  favorable  results. 


HARVEY  H.  B.  TURNER. 

One  of  Berksliire  county's  most  \enerable  citizens  is  Harvey  H. 
B.  Turner,  of  Honsatonic.  The  Turner  family  is  among  the  oldest  in 
New  England,  having  been  founded  by  an  ancestor  who  emigrated  from 
England  in  1630,  and  settled  in  Lynn,  Massachusetts.  Subsequently,  he, 
or  sonic  of  hi?  descendants,  moved  to  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  where 
the  family  reiiniincd  for  several  ^ciK-r.-iti-  n<. 

Jalicz  J  urner  apjicars  to  have  l>ccn  animated  by  the  same  daring 
ami  adventurous  spirit  which  inspired  his  remote  ancestors,  for  like 
them  he  was  a  pioneer.  He  moved  from  Connecticut  to  what  was  then 
the  unsettled  part  of  Berkshire  county,  in  1795,  and  cleared  the  land  on 
which  the  seminary  now  stands.  In  hts  early  manhood  he  served  in 
the  l\e\  ohitionary  war,  and  his  sword  ;itid  i>owder-h(»rn  arc  in  the  jios- 
session  of  his  grandson,  Harvey  H.  B.  Turner,  to  be  transmitted  by  him 
as  precious  memorials  to  future  generations. 

Benyali  W.  Turner,  son  of  Jabez  Turner,  was  a  fanner,  as  his 
father  had  been  before  him.  He  resembled  his  father  also  in  patriotism, 
an<l  wa*^  a  faithful  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  In  matters  of  relicfion 
he  likewise  fcillowed  the  foi  »-ti]'s  of  his  aiKc^tors.  he  and  his  family 
being  active  memlxrs  of  the   Congregational  church.    He  married 
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Laura  Hart,  daughter  of  Kfartin  Hart,  and  of  the  two  children  bom  to 
them  one  is  now  living.  Harvey  II.  B.,  n»entioned  at  length  hereinafter. 

Mr.  and  Afrs.  Turner,  the  parents,  lived  and  <liv(l  rcspevted  an<l  loved 
by  all  their  neijjhl)'irs  tor  their  friendly  dispositions  and  upright  lives. 

Harvey  H.  B.  lumer,  son  of  Uenyah  W.  and  Laura  (Hart)  Turn- 
er, was  bom  May  24,  1813,  at  Housatonic,  and  obtained  his  education 

m 

in  the  local  .»choolii.    His  life  has  been  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits, 

and  his  labors  have  been  rewarded  by  success  and  prosperity.  He  has 
always  taken  an  active  interest  in  public  atlairs,  tultillinj^  ail  the  duties 
of  a  good  citizen,  and  his  townsmen  have  not  \xen  slow  to  manifest 
their  apprect«itioa  of  his  sterling  qualities.  When  a  very  young  man  he 
was  elected  town  assessor,  an  office  which  he  has  held  for  vears.  For 
t\venty  years  he  was  vice  president  and  also  one  of  the  directors  of  the 
(jrcat  llairini^tf)!!  Saxii.i:*-  l!:tnk.  Mr.  Turner  has  all  liis  life  htin  a 
temperance  \v.  rker.  .\t  the  early  aj^e  of  fonrieen  he  sis^-^iicd  the  jjlcilge, 
and  not  only  has  he  ever  since  practiced  total  alistinence  both  from  in- 
toxicating drinks  and  from  tobacco,  but  has  won  honorable  distinction 
in  using  his  best  efforts  to  persuade  others  to  follow  his  example.  He 
is  an  active  menil>er  of  the  IVohibition  party.  For  many  years  he  has 
been  a  memlttr  of  the  Lunj^regational  church,  and  for  twenty  years 
serve<l  as  librarian. 

Mr.  Turner  married,  October  t8,  1842,  Dorcas,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Giddings,  and  they  have  two  children:  Anna  Rebecca,  and 
Noble  B.,  who  holds  the  office  of  selectman.  In  1876  Mr.  Turner  moved 
from  the  lunnt  stead  to  his  present  alu  Mle.  v.  here  he  pissinij  the  evening' 
of  his  <lriys  in  the  well  i-.irned  leisure  which  is  the  reward  of  an  indus- 
trious and  useful  life.  His  wife,  who  was  but  a  year  his  junior,  died 
September  17,  1905.  In  consequence  of  the  unusually  advanced  age  to 
which  he  has  attained,  Mr.  Turner's  memor}'  is  stored  with  a  wealth  of 
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reminiscence.   He  is  able  to  recall  all  the  principal  public  events  of  the 

last  eighty  years  or  more,  ami  his  memory  is  equally  retentive  in  rcg:ird 
to  local  matters.  Haviiij^^  lived  all  his  lite  in  Berkshire  ciainty,  his 
knowledge  cf  its  history,  both  recent  and  remote,  is  extraordinarily 
thorough  and  familiar,  and  it  is  a  privilege  to  hear  from  his  lips  accounts 
of  many  things  which  have  fallen  under  his  personal  observation. 
Among  other  ancient  customs  of  the  township  he  remembers  that  of 
lisini;'  the  old  Coii^^Tc.ijaiioiial  cliurrli  a-.  ,•.  h  ill  lor  puhhc  iiieetini;>,  and 
can  recall  many  a  stirring  scene  which  transpncd  within  its  '.vails, 
especially  at  times  when  national  events  cf  itnportance  were  agitating 
the  community,  and  when  questions  of  vast  moment  to  the  welfare  of 
the  country  were  under  discussion. 

ROBERT  WARD  VOLK. 

The  dental  profession,  well  represented  in  Pittsfield,  numbers  among 
its  especially  capable  and  well  known  members  the  gentleman  whose 
name  forms  the  caption  for  this  sketch.   He  is  a  native  of  Berkshire 

county,  bom  Attgtist  14,  1868,  son  of  the  late  Abraham  and  Matilda 
(Ward)  V'olk,  the  former  a  native  of  Xcw  York  city,  of  Holland 
extraction,  and  the  latter  born  in  Egremont,  Berkshire  county,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  descended  from  early  English  settlers  of  New  England. 
The  maternal  great-grandfather  of  Dr.  Volk  was  a  soldier  during  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  his  grandfather  fought  in  the  war  of  1812. 

Tlie  late  Ahraham  Volk  followed  the  tailoiinqf  trade  at  Pittsfield 
for  many  years.  I'jwin  the  breaking  ont  of  the  rel>ellion  he  enlisted 
under  the  first  call  for  troops  made  by  President  Lincoln,  in  the  Allen 
Guards,  and  was  subsequently  a  member  of  the  Twenty-first  Massachu- 
setts Regiment,  and  still  later  of  the  Thirty-first  Cavalry  Regiment 


Digitized  by  Google 


BERKSHIRE  COUNTY 


169 


Mr.  Volk  died  in  1899.  ^lis  chiUlren  are:  Caroline,  wife  of  Selden  D. 
Andre^vs  (see  sketch)  :  Robert  W.  Votk,  the  immediate  subject  of 

this  narrative;  and  Harry  A.  X'olk,  tra\ cliiit;  salesm.nn  with  licadquar- 
ters  at  Seattle,  \\'asliini;i"ti,  ->f  the  Pacific  lianlwarc  and  Steel  Com- 
pany of  San  Francisco,  California. 

Robert  W.  Volk  attended  Pittsfield  public  schools,  then  entering 
the  dental  department  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  from  which 
institution  he  was  jij^raduated  with  the  class  of  *ot.  His  initial  practice 
was  as  assistant  ti>  a  pruinincnt  dentist  i  f  Syracu>c.  Xcw  York,  fol- 
lowing which  he  established  himself  in  tlic  practice  of  hi^  profession 
in  Boston.  In  1893  he  returned  to  Berkshire,  locating  his  offices  in 
the  England  Block,  North  street.  Dr.  Volk  is  a  member  of  Mystic 
Lodge.  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  Berkshire  Chapter.  Royal  Arch 
Masons. 

TTe  tnarried,  May  2.  lf*05.  I'lorcncc.  danphter  of  Rohcrt  G.  and 
Eliza  X.  Ilennance.  of  I'ittsficld.  h'our  children  horn  of  tliis  union 
are:  Mark  G..  Ralph  L.,  Marjorie.  and  Robert  H.  Volk.  The  family 
attends  the  Baptist  church  of  Pittsfield,  and  resides  at  195  Pomeroy 
avenue. 


SAMUKL  HUMES. 

Samuel  Humes,  eldest  son  of  Hamilton  B.  and  S.  Floretta  (Se- 
bring)  Httmes,  was  bom  in  Jersey  Shore,  Pennsylvania,  October  25. 
1870,  and  died  at  his  late  residence  in  that  city,  September  30.  TQ04. 

In  early  life  he  attended  a  jirivate  schcK-i]  whicli  was  condiuied  in 
a  brick  hiiildint;  at  tlie  head  of  Seminary  street,  later  wa-  sent  to  the 
Hillis  School,  Pottstown.  Pennsylvania,  from  which  institution  he  was 
graduated  in  1887,  and  subsequently  entered  Williams  College  at  Will- 
iamstown,  Massachusetts,  graduating  therefrom  in  1891.   Upon  his  re- 
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turn  home  he  entered  the  banking  house  of  the  Jersey  Shore  Banking 
Company  a&  clerk,  later  was  promoted  to  assistant  cashier,  and  then  to 
vice-president,  and  in  all  capacities  took  an  active  part  in  the  conduct  of 

the  business  of  the  institution,  l)einjj  an  expert  in  stocks  and  bonds.  He 
served  as  treasurer  of  the  Electric  Light  Compan)  of  Jersey  Slmre.  of 
the  Business  Mens  Club,  and  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  I'rcsby- 
terian  church.  He  was  a  man  of  exemplary  liabits,  and  his  good  quali- 
ties were  innumerable.  He  was  well  liked  and  thoroughly  trusted  by 
alt  who  knew  him,  was  well  informed  in  financial  affairs,  and  his  opinion 
was  often  sought  at  home  and  abroad. 

Samuel  Humes  was  a  member  of  ilie  1 'resin lerian  churcli  for  a 
numl>er  (tf  years,  and  had  always  taken  great  inlcrcst  in  church  and 
Sabbath  school  work  and  in  the  Young  People's  Society  of  Christian 
Endeavor.  He  was  trustee  of  the  church  and  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day school  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  although  absorbed  in  business 
he  never  allowed  it  to  overshadow  his  de\'otion  to  his  church  and  the 
interests  of  his  Master's  kingdom.  There  were  no  interests  in  the 
church  in  which  lie  did  not  take  in  active  part,  and  no  demands  for  its 
maintenance  and  work  to  which  he  was  not  among  tlie  first  to  respond 
There  was  never  a  call  looking  towards  the  worId*s  evarigelization  to 
which  he  did  not  open  a  libera]  hand,  and,  besides  the  r^lar  channels 
of  the  church  for  benevolence,  the  worthy  and  needy  were  constantly 
encouragecj  l)y  substantial  help  of  which  the  clnmh  and  world  knew 
nothing.  Every  nnssionaiy  of  the  cross  had  an  interest  in  his  pravcrs, 
and  every  Christian  worker  a  large  place  in  his  helpful  sympathy.  His 
nature  was  an  intense  one.  and  this  intensity  manifested  itself  no  more 
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September  30,  1904,  and  tlie  funeral  service  was  held  in  the  Presl^- 
terian  clnircli.  In  the  absence  of  the  pastor,  Rev.  Lhade:;  II.  Bruce, 
the  Rev.  W.  V.  Ganoe,  of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  cliurch,  ofiici- 
ated. 

Mr.  Humes  was  united  in  marriage  December  28>  1893,  to  Miss 
Jessica  Cole  Prindle.   Three  children  were  bom  to  them:  Margaret 

Prindle,  bom  December  2,  1894;  Hamilton  Marshall,  bom  May  8,  1896, 
died  July  9,  1897;  Satuuel,  Jr.,  Ix-rn  January  29,  1901.  Mrs.  Humes 
and  tlie  two  surviving  children  reside  in  Jersey  Slu  rc,  Pennsylvania. 

Mrs.  Humes  was  bom  November  7,  1870,  at  Williamstown,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  began  her  studies  in  the  common  schools  of  her  native 
town,  and  pursued  advanced  courses  in  Glen  Seminary,  WiUiamstown, 
and  Abbott  Academy,  at  Andover,  Massacluisetts.  Slie  is  a  daughter 
of  Marshall  and  Caroline  Prindle.  li<  ih  <)t  wliMin  arc  n<>\v  living.  Mar- 
shall Prindle  was  lM>rn  in  \\'illianist((wn.  .Massachusetts,  in  1819,  a  son 
of  John  and  Penelope  (Johnscm)  Prindle.  John  Prindle  was  a  fanner, 
and  was  a  son  of  John  Prindle,  who  was  a  merchant  in  New  Milford, 
Connecticut,  of  a  leading  family  of  that  state.  Marshall  Prindle  was 
a  prominent  and  prosperous  farmer  at  WiUiamstown.  He  married 
(second)  Caroline  I^aniphier,  wlio  was  of  l  icnch  ancestiy  on  the 
paternal  side  and  of  Knglish  ance>try  on  the  nuiternal  side. 

William  Pringle  (also  spelled  Prindle  in  his  will),  a  native  of  Scot- 
land, the  emigrant  ancestor  and  progenitor  of  the  family  in  America, 
settled  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  where  he  took  the  oath  of  fidelity 
to  the  New  Haven  jurisdiction.  TTieophiUis  Eaton,  gr>vernor.  on  .\pril 
4,  1654.  He  is  first  mentioned  in  the  Xcw  Haven  Colonial  Records  as 
"the  Scotchman  which  lives  at  Mr.  Allerton  v."  who  was  one  of  the 
Mayflower  Pilgrims.  Savage  says  that  William  Pringle  was  a  Pro- 
prietor in  1685,  and  so  was  Josej^,  who  may  have  been  a  son."  He 
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married,  December  7,  1655,  Mary  Desborough,  daughter  of  

Deshorough.  Mr.  Stephen  Goodyear,  magistrate,  officiating.  Eleven 

(.liiMri-n  were  burn  to  llu'iu,  >c-\x'n  sons  and  f«nir  daughters;  of  these 
sons.  Eljenezer,  Elezar  and  Samuel  settled  in  Milford,  Connecticut 
Ebenezer  later  removed  lo  New  Town,  Connecticut.  Elezar  died  in 
middle  life,  and  Samuel  betook  himself  to  New  Milford  and  was  one  of 
the  twelve  (^iginal  settlers  of  that  town.  Samuel  Prindle  was  bom 
A]ii  i  l  1 5,  1668,  was  twice  married,  and  had  one  of  those  good  old  colonial 
families  of  nine  cliildrcn — I-llizabetli.  Samncl.  jolm.  Sarali.  and  Dorothy, 
Daniel,  Abig^ail.  Man-  and  Obedience.  His  son  John  became  a  merchant 
in  New  Milford,  but  about  1760  a  young  minister  of  New  Milford,  one 
Whitman  Wdch,  was  called  to  take  charge  of  a  new  little  church  just 
started  at  Williamstown,  Massachusetts.  After  him  flocked  a  goodly 
number  of  the  citizens  of  Milford  and  "Sew  Milford,  and  he  became  a 
threat  help  to  them  in  their  selection  of  lots,  and  to  sit,ni  their  dec<ls  as 
witness.  Amon.q'  these  we  find  T"lin  Prindk'.  w  ith  two  sons — Solomon 
and  John — who,  having  sold  his  store  in  New  Milford,  came  too,  abng 
with  his  fellow  townsmen.  He  purchased  the  original  sixty-acre  lot 
No.  54,  on  Birch  Hill,  on  what  is  commonly  known  as  the  "  Prindle 
place,**  and  was  the  gfrandfather  of  Marshall  Prindle. 

The  maternal  ancestors  of  Mrs.  llnnic>.  the  Coles  of  Rngland, 
trace  their  lineage  back  to  the  year  nxn.  Tiiere  were  .some  twenty- 
seven  coats-of-arms  in  the  family,  and  the  representatives  in  England 
filled  positions  of  h(Mior  and  tnist.  During  the  Revolutionary  war  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-five  members  of  the  family  enlisted  their  services, 
thus  clearly  demonstrating  their  loyalty  and  patriotism.  The  pioneer 
ancestor  of  the  branch  of  the  family  named  in  this  narrative  was  James  ^ 
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1632.  He  owned  for  many  years  what  is  still  known  as  Coles  Jrlill, 
and  opened  and  kept  for  many  years  the  first  hotel  of  Plymouth,  one  of 
if  not  the  fiist  in  New  England.  He  and  his  son  James  for  a  long 
number  of  years  owned  the  ground  upon  which  rests  Plymouth  Rock. 

Hugh  Cole,  son  of  James  and  Mar>'  (Lobel)  Cole,  was  bom  in 
England  in  i(*Jj.  He  wa-^  one  of  tiie  proprietors  of  Swansea,  and  the 
river  mnning  through  Swansea  bears  his  name — Cole's  river.  He  was 
a  soldier  in  King  Philip's  war,  1675-77.  He  was  deputy  general  of  the 
court  and  representative  of  Swansea  for  many  years.  In  1665  he  pur- 
chased from  King  Philip  a  farm  which  is  yet  in  possession  of  his  de- 
scendants, having-  siiffere<l  no  ahenation  during  this  lonp  jieriod  of  two 
hundred  and  tliirty-si\  years.  His  home,  hnih  uiwm  the  banks  of  the 
river,  was  the  first  burned  by  King  l^hihp:  he  rebuilt  the  same,  but  after 
his  death  it  was  again  burned.  He  married,  January  8,  1654,  Mary 
Troxwdl,  who  bore  him  ten  children,  six  sons  and  four  daughters. 

Benjamin  Cole,  son  of  Hugh  and  Mary  (Troxwell)  Cole,  was  bom 
in  Swansea.  Massachuf^ett?.  167H.  died  in  Swansea,  September  1748. 
lie  was  a  farmer,  and  the  lloll■^e  built  by  him  in  1701  is  still  standing 
and  in  good  condition.  He  was  a  deacon  in  the  Baptist  church  of 
Swansea  for  thirty-five  years.  He  married,  June  27,  1701,  Hannah 
Eddy,  who  bore  him  eight  children,  five  sons  and  three  daughters. 

Israel  Cole,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Hannah  (Eddy)  Cole,  was  born 
in  Swansea,  Massachusetts.  March  4.  T7tx).  ITi-  married,  ^farch  5, 
i/.^.^  Susannah  Wlicatn).  who  In^re  him  six  children,  five  sons  and 
one  daucrhter.  At  about  the  same  tiiue  his  son  Israel  removed  to  Royal- 
ton,  he  with  the  remainder  of  the  family  removed  to  Shaftsbury,  Ver- 
mont, where  he  died  August  5.  1789. 

Israel  Grfe,  son  of  Israel  and  Susannah  f  Whcaton)  Cole,  was  bom 
in  Rdioboth,  Massachusetts,  September  26.  1735.    He  married,  Janu- 
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ary  17,  1765.  Susannah  WDod,  and  tlicy  wt-rc  ilic  parents  of  nine  cliil- 
dren,  five  stjns  and  four  daugliters.  About  the  year  1769  the  family 
settled  in  Royalston,  Massachusetts,  having  gone  there  with  the  Wood 
and  Mason  families,  and  afterwards  Mr.  Cole  removed  to  Cheshire  and 
was  a  very  successful  farmer.  He  served  in  Captain  Parker's  company. 
Colonel  Leonard's  raiment,  at  Ticonderoga  during  the  Revolutionary 
war.    He  died  at  his  home  in  Cheshire.  Jnly  T).  1830. 

Lydia  Cole,  daughter  ot  Israel  and  Susannah  (Wood)  Cole,  was 
bom  in  Cheshire,  Massachusetts,  1766.  In  1787  she  became  the  wife  of 
Jason  White,  bom  in  1762  in  New  Ashford.  Massadiusetts,  son  of 
William  White.  Abigail,  their  fourth  and  youngest  child,  was  bom 
August  27,  1809.  in  New  Ashford.  Massachusetts.  In  1826  she  was 
married,  hy  Elder  John  Lcland.  to  Benjamin  T.;'nii)hier. 

Caroline  I-imphier,  youngest  child  of  Benjamin  and  Abigail 
(White)  Lamphier,  v^'as  bom  November  25,  1839.  She  became  the 
wife  of  Marshall  E.  Prindle,  above  mentioned,  December  10,  1862.  and 
their  diildren  are:  Franklin  Everett,  of  Beloit,  Wisconsin:  Jennie  A., 
of  Williamstown.  Massachusetts;  Jessica  Cole,  who  married  Samuel 
Humes;  and  Clarence  Harvey,  who  resides  with  his  parents. 


CYRUS  cle\i<:l.\xd  HEXKV. 

Successor  to  his  father's  business,  which  he  has  conducted  with 
signal  success  on  ever-broadening  lines,  Cyras  Qeveland  Henry,  eldest 

of  the  sons  of  the  late  Harvey  Henry,  has  received  general  recognition 
as  one  of  the  prot^ressive  merchants  and  substantially  valuable  citizens 
of  the  county  seat  of  Berkshire  county. 

He  was  bom  April  15,  1859,  attended  the  public  schools  of  Pitts- 
field,  and  graduated  from  Eastman's  Business  College,  New  York,  in 


Digitized  by  Googl( 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  PEV^  YOt.>: 
PUBLIC  UBrUKY 


AStOH.  i."- 
TILDl  N 


Digitized  by  Googl* 


BERKSHIRE  COUNTY 


175 


1878,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  llie  following  two  years  he  spent 
in  learning  the  trade  of  tinsmith  with  the  firm  of  which  his  father  was 
a  member,  then  Henry  &  Blain,  during  this  period  assisting  in  the 

ortice  work,  and  <luring  the  subsequent  two  years  was  exclusively  in 

< 

oftice  employ  or  acting  as  traveling  representative  of  the  firm,  tliiis 
through  these  varied  lines  equipping  himself  in  a  thoroughgoing  way 
for  his  eventual  entrance  into  and  final  conduct  of  the  business. 

In  1882  he  purchased  an  interest  in  tlie  firm  of  Henry  &  Blain, 
which  was  thereafter  known  as  Henry,  Blain  &  Company,  and  in  1887, 
\\\ym  the  retiracy  <>f  liis  fnther  from  the  l)usiiiess,  purchased  with  Mr. 
Blain  the  retiring  p;irtiicr"s  interest,  and  tlie  name  oi  Ileiir)-  &  Blain 
was  resumed.  Upon  the  decease  of  Mr.  Blain  in  1902  his  interest  was 
purchased  by  Mr.  Henry,  the  latter  thus  assuming  sole  proprietorship. 
During  the  several  following  years,  under  the  wise,  aggressive  and  suc- 
cessful Imsiness  methods  of  Mr.  Henry,  rapid  strides  were  made  in  the 
(levcIoj)iiK'nt  of  the  husiness.  wliich  included  a  pai)er  stock,  iron,  metal 
and  second-hand  machiner)-  departments,  and  wholesale  paper,  wooden- 
ware  and  tin  and  galvanized  iron  ware  departments.  In  1905  the  wis- 
dom of  dividing  these  growing  responsibilities  led  Mr.  Henry  to  the 
formation  of  a  stodc  company  inonporated  under  the  name  of  C.  C. 
Henr\'  Company,  with  C.  C.  Henry,  president  and  treasurer;  R.  J. 
Bnniks.  vice-president,  and  Thomas  N.  Clark,  secretary  and  general 
sales  agent,  the  new  company  iiandling  the  wholesale  paper,  wooden, 
tin  and  galvanized  iron  ware  departments,  and  Mr.  Henry  continuing 
to  conduct  on  his  own  account  the  paper  stock,  scrap  iron,  metal  and 
second-hand  machinery  departments.  A  single  feature  of  Mr.  Henry's 
individual  business,  vix. :  the  approximate  annual  scrap  iinn  jnirchases. 
two  tiiousand  tens,  w  ill  suggest  the  proportions  of  this  great  and  grow- 
ing industry. 
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Mr.  Henry  is  Repitblicnn  in  his  political  affiliation,  but  has  never 

liehl  oftkf.  He  is  a  mcmljer  of  Crc^ct'iit  Loclgc,  I'rec  nnd  Accepted 
Masons;  Dcrksiiirc  Cliaptcr,  I'oyal  Arch  Nfa^r.ns;  Berkshire  Comman- 
dery,  Knights  Templar;  Berkshire  Council.  Royal  and  Select  Masters; 
and  Melha  Temple,  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  Springfield. 

He  married,  in  April,  1885,  Annie,  daughter  of  the  late  William 
Ewan.  of  Jersey  City,  contractor  and  builder  for  the  Singer  Sewing 
Macliine  Coinpaiiy.  Mr.  an<l  ^Irs.  Henry  have  three  oliildrcn :  A.  ^Tar- 
garet,  Jeannie  (  ..  an(!  Cyrus  Alexander.  One  ^nn,  W  iUiani  Ewan 
Henry,  died  when  nine  years  of  age.  The  family  attend  the  First 
Congregational  church,  Pittsfield. 


HARVEY  HENRY. 

The  broad  realm  of  biograpliy  offers  nothing  o£  such  fascinating 
interest  as  the  records  tracing  the  careers  of  successful  men  who  are 
indebted  to  neither  heredity  nor  environment  for  their  advancement — 
who  are,  as  it  is  tritely  phrased,  self-made.  The  gentleman  whose 
name  introdiKes  this  narrative  was  of  that  type.  Bom  upon  his  fathers 
farm  in  Stodftanl.  New  1  Iani])shire.  in  1831.  he  had  the  nsual  experi- 
ence of  tiie  farmer's  son,  viz. :  some  winter  .schooling,  and  much  spring, 
summer  and  autumn  farm  work.  He  made  some  money  and  he  saved 
it,  being  prepared  in  early  manhood  to  purchase  a  horse  and  wagon, 
with  which  he  made  his  first  business  venture  in  general  bartering 
throujjhout  contii,Munis  territory,  makin^j-  a  specialty  of  selling  tinware. 

He  wri-^  in'lii>^trii 'tis  and  capahle.  and  in  the  early  '50s  was  able  to 
establish  a  general  store  at  I'alls  Village,  Connecticut,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1858,  when,  having  added  largely  to  his  capital,  he  deter- 
mined upon  engaging  in  business  on  a  larger  scale  and  in  a  larger 
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place.  He  located  at  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  where  with  his  brother 
Lorenzo  he  established  a  general  peddling  business,  with  a  store  and 
storehouses  on  Fenn  street,  where  the  business  was  conducted  by  the 

rritjinal  proprietors  and  successors  (alwitys  iiu-hidint,'^  a  nicnil)er  of 
the  Henry  family),  and  now  owned  by  Cyrus  Cleveland  Henr)'.  Mr. 
Henry  died  in  Pittsfield  April  12,  1902,  leaving  a  substantial  estate. 
Originally  an  old-line  Whig,  he  became  a  Republican ;  he  never  held  or 
a^ired  to  office.  He  was  one  of  the  original  stockholders  of  the  Third 
National  Bank  of  Kttsfield.  and  was  one  of  the  first  persons  to  take 
out  an  insurance  p<  licy  witli  the  Oerk^^liire  Life  Insurance  Company 
of  Pittsfield.  His  public  spirit  was  especially  evinced  in  his  activity 
in  the  fonnation  and  subsequent  operations  for  years  of  the  Housatonic 
Fire  Engine  Company.  For  thirty  years  he  was  a  ccmsistent  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  Pittsfield,  and  a  liberal  contributor 
towards  its  maintenance. 

He  married.,  in  Dalton.  Massachusetts.  Clarissa,  daughter  of  Cyrus 
Cleveland.  Mrs.  Henry  survives  her  husband,  residing  in '  Pittsfield. 
Her  children  arc  Anna  M.,  wife  of  W.  L.  White,  pattern  manufacturer 
of  North  .^dams;  Cyrus  Oeveland  Henry,  whose  personal  history  is 
contained  herein;  Harvey  Earl  Henry,  manager  of  the  box-making"  de- 
p;!rtmc'nt  of  the  D.  M.  Collins  Knittiii'^r  Company.  I'ittsfield,  and  Wel- 
lington Kirk  Henry,  cigar  and  tobacco  dealer  in  North  street,  Pitts- 
field. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  White  have  three  children,  Halliday,  Harvey  and 
Aira.  Har\'ey  E.  Henry  married  Delia  Pulver  of  Pittsfield.  and  has 
two  children.  Rodman  and  Janett:  and  Wellin^on  Kirk  Henry  mar- 
ried Anna,  dauiditer  of  James  11.  Rutlcr.  of  Pittsfield,  and  has  four 
children.  Richard,  Ruth.  Elizabeth  and  Clarissa. 
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ROBERT  TUCKER. 

Robert  Tucker  was  bom  at  Lenox,  October  i,  1858,  son  of  William 
X.  and  Kmma  Hck-n  (Cntrell  )  Tucker.  Willumi  \.  Tucker  was  eldest 
of  the  sons  of  W  illiaiii  S.  Tucker,  who  was  the  oUlest  of  the  children 
of  Joseph  Tucker,  grandfather  of  Judge  Joseph  Tucker,  of  Pittsfield, 
whose  personal  and  genealogical  memoirs  are  herein  contained. 

William  S.  Tucker  was  one  of  the  eq)ecially  valued  and  valuable 
citizens  of  Lenox,  where  he  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for 
many  years.  He  was  al-^o  assistant  f<>r  a  numlH*r  <>f  years  under  Henry 
W.  Talt,  county  clerk.  He  creditalily  rcpiocnted  his  town  also  in  the 
state  assembly.  His  wife,  Lydia  Louise  Newtown,  was  a  native  of 
Middletown,  Gmnecticut,  and  a  cousin  of  Bishop  Worthington,  of  Ne- 
braska. William  N.  Tucker  was  an  agriculturist.  He  married  into  the 
well  known  Cotrell  family  of  Stockbridgc. 

knherl  Tucker  attetided  Leni>\  Academy  under  Mr.  II.  H.  Ballanl, 
preparing  for  coilegc.  Conchidinji  \i>  enter  into  Inisincss,  he  sought 
and  secured  employment  with  the  John  (1.  Myers  Company,  Albany, 
New  York,  remaining  therewith  for  a  period  of  fourteen  years.  In  1890 
he  returned  to  Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts,  to  establish  at  Pittsfield 
the  Berkshire  Steam  I.^Mndry.  under  the  firm  name  of  Van  Etten  & 
Tucker.  .\  disastrous  c<>iulaijrati( m  causing"  the  total  dcstructi" m  <>f 
the  i)Iant  during  the  f«)llowing  year  led  to  Mr.  Tucker's  retircntent  from 
the  business. 

He  married,  February  7,  1883,  Ella,  daughter  of  Richard  and  the 
late  Sarah  (Francis)  Coleman,  of  Albany.  Mr.  Coleman,  now  retired 
from  business,  was  for  many  years  a  cabinet  maker  and  undertaker  of 

.\lhaiiy,  Xcw  N'ork.  Since  1895  he  has  resided  in  Pittsfield  with  his 
daughter.  Mrs.  Robert  Tucker. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Tucker  have  five  children :  Raymond  Lenox 
Tucker,  an  employe  of  the  Stanley  Electric  Manufacturiiifj  Company; 
Helen  W'innc  I  lu  ktT.  Ilculali  ]lii(el<)\\  l  iicker,  W'urthingttjn  Coleman 
Tucker  and  Robert  i'ruue  rucker.  Tlic  lainily  reside  at  Ii8  Howard 
Street,  and  attend  the  i'irst  Q>ngregational  church. 


WILLIAM  ARTHUR  GALLUP. 

W  illiam  A.  (jallup.  treisurer  of  the  Arnokl  I'rint  W  orks,  was  born 
in  North  Adams,  October  28,  1851,  son  of  William  \V.  and  Eugenia  O. 
Gallup.  His  schooling  was  obtained  in  his  native  place,  where  he  also 
received  preliminary  business  experience  in  his  father's  store.  Follow-^ 
iiig  this  he  was  with  Brig^s  &  Boland,  merchant  tailors  of  North  Adams, 
and  in  iH^x)  became  one  of  the  clerical  staff  of  Adam.s  National  Hank, 

In  1870,  he  entered  the  office  employ  of  liarvey  Arnold  &  Company, 
calico  printers.  The  {mnt  works  of  this  company  were  destroyed  by 
fire  in  1B72,  and  rebuilt  the  following  year,  and  through  all  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  the  concern  Mr.  Gallup  retained  his  connection  until  1876,  when 
the  Arnold  Print  Works  Corporatifm  was  organized,  and  Mr.  Galliip, 
as  one  of  the  charier  nieniU-r--.  ua'^  electe«l  clerk  and  director.  The 
same  year  he  also  entered  into  }jartncrship  with  Fdward  IJarnard  in  the 
clothing  business,  and  the  connection  was  continued  until  1881,  when 
he  withdrew  from  the  firm  to  concentrate  his  attention  on  the  large 
and  growing  manufacturing  interests  with  which  he  was  concerned. 
In  1S77  Mr.  Gallup  purchasetl  his  father*s  interest  in  the  cotton  manit- 
factnring  llrm  of  (iaihip,  llouijhion  Smith.  operatiiiL;  the  r.ea\er  Mill, 
and  in  1878  Messrs.  (ialliip  and  Houston  bought  out  Mr.  .*<mith.  and 
the  copartnership  then  formed  continues  to<lay.  In  1883  Mr.  Gallup 
was  made  treasurer  of  the  Arnold  Print  Works,  and  still  holds  that 
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position.    He  was  also  treasurer  of  the  North  Powtial  and  Williams- 

tiiun  inaiuifactiirinp  cunipanies  imm  iS'77  t<>  18S2.  and  was  siil)se- 
quently  tmic  "f  the  directors  of  these  institution^  On  October  jo.  1902, 
he  was  elected  president  of  the  Adams  National  Bank,  of  which  institu- 
tion he  had  been  a  director  since  January  12,  1892,  and  vice-president 
since  May  27,  1901.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican.  He  is  a  member 
of  Saint  John's  Episcopal  church.  North  Adams,  and  vestr3rman  of  the 
parish  for  many  year?.  Ilis  s^'ui  of  a  lari^c  addition  to  Xorth  .\danis 
hospital  was  a  memorial  to  his  wife,  who  died  October  31,  1889. 


HARRY  DVVIGllT  SiSSUX. 

Business  integrity  and  general  moral  worth  are  the  conspicuous 
characteri.stics  of  the  isfentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  narrative, 

and  thty  have*  heen  in  evidence  ahke  in  efhcient  i)ui)lic  service  and  suc- 
cessful private  enterprises. 

He  is  a  native  of  Berkshire  county,  lx>m  in  Stockbridge.  January  9, 
1863,  son  of  Henry  Dwtght  Sisson  and  Emily  P.  (Spaulding)  Sisson, 
the  former  a  native  of  New  Marlboro,  the  latter  of  Sheffield,  Bertcshire 
county.  Henry  D%vight  Sisson.  who  was  an  oflficer  in  the  Forty-ninth 
Massachusetts  X'ohniteer  Infantn  (htrinj^  the  Civil  war,  is  a  resident  of 
New  Marlboro.  iMassachusetts,  where  he  is  in  the  htinber  business  with 
a  son,  the  firm  being  H.  D.  and  F.  £.  Sisson.  Henry  Dwight  Sisson 
is  one  of  the  present  ( 1906)  board  of  county  commissioners. 

His  son,  Harry  Dwight  Sisson.  attended  the  puWic  schools  and 
South  Rerkshire  Institute.  X'ew  Marlboro,  and  at  eii^ditcen  years  of  aije 
found  his  fir^t  employment  in  i'ittstield.  wiiere  he  was  -■uh^ecinentiy 
engage<l  as  U)«.)kkeeper  for  a  period  each,  with  Kobbins  &  Kellogg. 
Renne  &  Hall,  and  for  several  years  with  the  Terry  Clock  Company. 
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He  was  for  two  years  in  the  office  and  one  year  in  field  employ  of  Hamer 
&  Stone,  },fcncra]  aL^ciits  i>i  tlic  lU'rloliirc  LiU'  In--uiaiue  C"niiii)any. 

In  1889  he  formed  .1  partncr<liii)  with  Charles  H.  Robinson,  which, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Sisson  &  Kubinson,  established  and  for  a  dozen 
years  successfully  conducted  a  paper  box  manufactory.  In  1901  this 
plant  was  purchased  by  and  merged  with  the  Eaton-Hurlbut  Paper  Com- 
pany, Mr.  Sisson  becoming'  a  stockholder  therein,  and  manager  of  its 
box  inakiu}^^  department,  a  ptKition  whirli  he  >till  holds, 

Mr.  Sissoii's  staunch  Republicanism  antetlale<l  tlie  attainment  of 
his 'majority,  and  has  found  vent  throughout  his  subsequent  career  in 
every  variety  of  party  service.  He  was  tax  collector  of  Pittsfield  in  1892, 
1893  and  1894,  and  of  its  board  of  assessors,  1896,  1897,  1898  and  1899. 
He  was  mayor  of  Pittsfield  in  1903.  and  njj;ain  in  11)04.  His  inaug:ural 
addresses  were  unique  in  tliat  they  dealt  exclusively  in  futures,  out- 
lining the  proposed  policies  of  his  administrations  in  undertaking  to 
secure  municipal  in^>rovements.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  de- 
sired ends  were  attained.  One  of  the  most  important  improvements  in 
the  history  of  the  county  seat  was  accomplished  during  Mr.  Sisson's 
inaimbency  of  the  mayoralty,  viz. :  the  pavin?^  of  West  and  North 
streets,  to  which  end  the  city's  cliict  executive  rendered  every  possible 
character  of  of^cial  service.  Mr.  Sisson  is  a  member  of  Crescent  Lodge, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Berkshire  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons; 
Berkshire  Council,  Royal  and  Select  Masters:  Bericshire  Commandery, 
Knights  Templar;  Onota  Lodge  of  Perfection;  and  Melha  Temple, 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  Sprinqlield.  He  served  in  iS«j6  in  com- 
mand of  the  Massachusetts  ])i\  ision.  S'ln^  <>{  X'eterans. 

He  married,  February  7,  1886,  Elizabeth  C,  daughter  oi  William     J'^i^ed  by  Google 
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HENRY  L.\XSING  WILCOX. 

Prominent  among  the  lawyers  of  Berkshire  county,  and  descended 
from  its  early  settlers  on  both  paternal  and  maternal  lines,  is  he  whose 
name  forms  the  caption  for  this  article.  He  was  bom  in  New  Marlborcs 
July  i6,  i86i,  son  of  the  late  Virgil  Lansing  and  Kmilie  M.  (Sheldon) 
Wilcox. 

The  late  Virgil  Lansing  Wilcox  was  a  son  of  Samncl  Barker  Wil- 
cox, a  son  of  Joel  Wilcox  (died  Mardi,  1830,  aged  eighty-three).  Joel 
Wilcox  was  one  of  the  first  children  bom  in  Sandisfield,  his  father, 
Samuel  Wilcc»c,  having  been  ope  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the  locality. 
Ivnnlie  M.  (  Sheldon)  Wilcox  was  lK>rn  Noveml)er  12.  1833.  dautjhter 
of  Josiah  and  Charlotte  (Wheeler)  SheWlon.  the  latter  a  direct  descend- 
ant of  the  first  settler  of  New  Marlboro  (1734).  The  house  built  and 
occupied  by  him  remained  in  the  Wheeler  fomily  up  to  1895,  and  there 
still  resides  in  New  Marlboro  one  of  his  lineal  descendants.  Of  the 
direct  descendants  of  the  early  settlers  Sheldon,  there  still  live  children 
in  the  eitrhth  generation,  occupying  a  homestead  dwelling  of  which  the 
original  structure  forms  a  part. 

Henry  Lansing  Wilcox  received  his  i>reliminary  schooling  at  New 
Marlboro  and  the  high  school  at  Great  Barrington,  then  ( 1879)  entering 
Wheaton  (Illinois)  College,  where  he  took  a  two  years*  scientific  course. 
In  1881-2  he  was  in  the  law  department  of  Ann  Arbor  University.  For 
two  years  following  he  was  principal  of  the  Sheffield  high  school,  and 
in  1884  entered  the  law  otitices  at  Hudson.  New  \  ovk,  of  Andrews  & 
Edwards,  the  latter  now  on  the  New  York  supreme  bendi.  Mr.  Wilcox 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1888,  remained  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession at  Hudson  for  two  years  thereafter,  then  returning  to  Berk- 
shire to  establish  offices  at  Great  Barrington.  where  he  continues  to 
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reside,  and  has  acquired  a  valuable  practice.  He  was  appointed  clerk 
of  the  district  c6urt  of  Southern  Berkshire  in  1905,  by  Governor 
Douglass. 

An  interesting  case  in  Mr,  Wilcox's  practice  was  his  defense  of 
Sherl* Ilk.  the  "  gciUifnian  l)iir;^'l;ir  "  nt  Stnckl)ri(lf;e  aiul  Lenox,  whose 
>h«)rl  hut  eventful  career  in  Berkshire  county  was  exploited  in  the  erst- 
while popular  drama  by  Elizabeth  Phipps  Train,  of  "  The  Social  High- 
wayman."  Mr.  Wilcox  is  the  inventor  of  and  for  some  years  manu- 
factured a  bicycle  rack  (Findecyde,  by  name),  which  was  in  high  favor 
durinj?  the  painty  days  of  the  wheel,  and  is  still  widely  use<l. 

Mr.  Wilcox  niarrie<l.  January  iS.  iSSS.  (iiace.  daughter  <it  Alhert 
VV.  and  Susan  (Whitehead)  Curtis,  the  tonner  a  native  of  Sheffield, 
son  of  Ira,  who  was  a  son  of  Cdonel  Abijah  Curtis,  a  Revolutionary 
officer.  The  Curtis  family  has  been  a  prominent  family  of  Sheffield  for 
a  century  and  a  half.  The  Whiteheads  were  of  English-Welsh  stock. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Wilcox  have  two  children.  Lansing  and  Everett, 
and  reside  on  Main  street,  in  Great  Barrington. 


DK.  CiEORGE  H.  BEEBE. 

Among  Pittsfield's  physicians  of  excellent  repute,  the  gentleman 
whose  name  introduces  this  narrative  may  be  appropriately  numbered. 
He  was  bom  in  \orth  Egrenv^nt.  Berkshire  county.  Massachustts. 
Januarv-  6,  1867.  son  of  the  late  Dr.  Kicliard  P.eelje.  whose  biography 
is  contained  with  that  of  Dr.  John  B.  Beebe  in  this  publication. 

Dr.  George  H.  Beebe  attended  the  public  schools  of  Great  Har- 
rington, and  with  a  view  to  the  adoption  of  the  medical  profession  as  his 
life  work  began  the  study  of  medicine  as  a  youth  with  his  father.  He 
continued  his  studies  at  AlUujy,  Xew  York,  under  Dr.  Vanderveers 
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preceptorship,  entered  Albany  Medical  College,  and  was  graduated  vale- 
dictorian of  the  cla?s  of  t8<>4. 

l'><»ni  if^<>4  t«>  i<,(x)  lie  pursued  his  pmicsmOn  at  Salisbury.  Con- 
necticut. In  the  latter  year  he  located  at  Piusliekl,  where  he  lias  wen 
general  recognition  as  a  most  capable  medical  practitioner  and  skilful 
surgeon.  Dr.  Beebe  has  pronounced  literary  tastes,  and  has  acquired 
a  library  of  very  choi<x  editions  of  many  valuable  wotfes.  He  is  a 
member  of  Montg^omeri'  Vrtt  and  Accepted  Masons.  I^ke\  il]e, 

Connecticut;  and  Hematite  Chapter.  Royal  Arch  Masons.  He  is  a 
member  also  of  the  Pythian  Lodge  of  Salisbury. 

He  married,  December  17,  1895,  Lila,  daughter  of  Lecmard  Brain- 
ard,  who  was  for  many  years  in  governmental  employ  at  Albany,  New 
York.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Beebe  have  a  daughter,  Mary  Elizabeth,  bom 
Januar>'  i,  1905. 


HARLAN  H.  BALLARD. 

Harlan  H.  Ballard,  of  Pittsiield.  Massachusetts,  is  a  descendant 
of  William  Ballard,  who  was  bom  in  England  in  1603.  and  died  in  1694, 
and  son  of  Professor  Addison  Ballard,  bom  in  Framingham.  and  Julia 

Perkins  (  IValt)  liallanl,  (laughter  of  Captain  David  Pratt. 

Professor  Addison  Ballard  .graduated  from  W  illiams  College,  class 
of  1842,  was  professor  in  his  alma  mater  during  the  following  year, 
then  becoming  pastor  of  the  Congregational  church  at  Williamstown. 
He  was  subsequently  professor  of  logic  in  the  University  of  the  City  of 
New  York,  and  is  now  (1906)  a  resident  of  Pittsfield. 

Harlan  H.  Ballard,  h  in  in  Athens.  Ohio.  May  j6.  1853.  married. 
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Lenox.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ballartl  have  three  children  now  living — Harlan 
Hage,  Jr.,  Elizabeth  Bishop,  and  Lucy  Bishop. 

Mr.  Ballard  was  graduated  from  Williams  Collie,  class  of  1874. 
He  was  principal  of  the  high  school  at  Lenox  for       years,  and  of 

the  Lenox  Aradeniy  for  the  same  k-n.i,^h  <<{  time.  Tie  was  elected 
librarian  of  the  Berkshire  Alliciiaeum  in  n^^/.  and  the  fiillowing  year 
secretary  of  the  Berkshire  Historical  and  Scientitic  Society,  which  posi- 
tion he  still  retains.  He  has  more  recently  been  made  the  curator  of  the 
New  Museum  of  Natural  History  and  Art,  the  munificent  gift  of  Zenas 
Crane,  of  Dalton.  to  the  people  of  Pittsfield.  While  in  Lenox  in  1875 
Mr.  Ballarjl  foumled  the  Agassiz  Asst)cialion.  ' 


HORACE  M.  HOLMES. 

Dr.  Horace  Marshall  Holmes,  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine 
and  surgery  in  Adams,  was  bom  in  WatervtUe,  Vermont,  November  2, 
1826.  His  parents  were  Jesse  C.  and  Orinda  (Oakes)  Holmes.  Dur- 
ing" the  early  perirnl  his  ancestors  i.aine  {<>  Ameriia  and  settled  at  Peter- 
borough, New  nami>--liij e,  where  Jesse  L.  llulmes  was  b«>rn. 

In  the  public  schools  in  his  native  town  Dr.  Holmes  began  his 
education,  which  was  continued  in  Bakersfield  Academical  Institute  at 
Bakersfidd,  Vermont.  His  choice  of  a  life  work  fell  on  the  professk>n 
of  medicine,  and  he  \)e^nn  reading  under  the  direction  of  Doctors  H.  H. 
and  'I".  Childs.  of  I'itt-fieltl.  I  lis  preliminary  medical  training  was  snp- 
pleniented  by  courses  01  lectures  in  the  old  Berkshire  .Medical  (  iHci^e, 
in  which  institution  he  completed  the  full  course  of  studies,  graduating 
with  the  class  of  1852.  Dr.  Holmes  commenced  his  practice  in  Cam- 
bridge, Vermont,  but  after  a  brief  period  removed  to  Adams  in  1853, 
and  since  that  time  has  been  an  active  member  of  the  profession  here. 
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Throughout  the  ititen'eninj?  years  reading',  experience  and  investigation 
have  kc])t  Iiiin  in  touch  with  the  progress  that  has  lieen  Dmtiniially  made 
by  the  metlical  fraternity,  and  he  has  progressed  along  modem  scientific 
lines.  • 

During  the  first  years  of  his  residence  in  Adams  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  its  school  board,  and  served  for  two  years.  He  has  been 
chairman  of  the  Adams  board  of  health,  and  in  1878  and  1879  he  repre- 
sented the  second  Herkshire  district  in  the  kj^islature.  and  was  re-elected 
the  follow inj;^  year.  His  course  as  a  member  of  the  house  was  highly 
commendable,  being  characterized  by  unfaltering  devotion  to  the  gen- 
eral  good,  for  he  ever  placed  the  welfare  of  the  commonwealth  before 
partisan  measures  and  the  general  good  in  advance  of  personal  ag- 
grandizement. While  a  member  of  the  house  he  served  on  a  committee 
on  public  health  and  other  important  committees.  Dr.  Holmes  l)ecanie 
a  member  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  in  1857.  and  for  two 
years  he  served  as  president  of  the  Berkshire  Medical  Society,  with 
which  he  still  retains  membership.  He  is  a  member  of  other  medical 
organizations,  in  which  he  has  been  honored  with  oflkes.  He  is  a  char- 
ter memlwr  of  Berkshire  Lodge.  Ancient.  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
and  was  master  of  his  lodt^e  for  two  years. 

On  the  11th  of  October,  1855,  Dr.  Holmes  was  mairied  to  Miss 
Helen  C.  Ross,  a  daughter  of  Merrick  Ross,  of  PittsAeld,  Massachu- 
setts, who  died  in  the  year  1880,  leaving  two  children— Jessie  R.,  now 
the  wife  of  Charles  E.  Legate,  of  New  York  city,  and  Dr.  Harry  B. 
Holmes.  wln)  is  associated  with  his  father  in  the  practice  of  medicine 
and  surj^ery.  April  2q.  1896.  Dr.  liolnies  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  B. 
Reynolds,  daughter  of  Captain  Edward  B.  Reynolds,  of  San  Francisco. 
California. 
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HYMON  H.  KRONK  K. 

H\inun  H.  Kronick,  a  merchant  tailor  and  jobber  of  wooleiis  at 
North  Adams,  was  bom  in  Russia,  June  25,  1874.  His  education  was 
acquired  in  the  schools  of  his  native  place  and  in  the  evening  schools 
of  North  Adams,  Massachusetts,  after  his  immigration  to  this  country. 
He  came  to  America  in  1889.  when  fifteen  years  r.f  age.  1  le  learned  the 
tailor's  trade  in  Xorth  .\dain>^,  where  he  worked  on  the  Ix-nch  tor  five 
years,  when.  ha\  inj^  carefully  husljanded  his  resources,  he  anbarked  in 
iMisiness  for  himself  in  a  small  way  at  No.  23  State  street,  removing 
afterward  to  his  present  location  at  No.  11  State  street.  He  is  one  of 
the  enterprising  young  merchants  of  the  city,  having  now  a  well  ap- 
pointed store  filled  with  a  carefully  selected  line  of  jreMxls.  and  he  is 
receiving;  a  liberal  patrt.nage  in  both  the  merchant  tailoring  and  mercan- 
tile departments  of  his  business. 

Mr.  Kronick  is  a  member  of  the  Congr^tion  House  of  Israel 
(Jewish),  of  which  he  was  president  for  two  years  in  1899  i^oo. 
Socially  he  is  connected  with  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  Fraternal  Order  nf*  Katies,  and  member  of  the  Order  of  Red 
Men  and  tlie  Foresters.  He  has  iK-en  iicasurer  of  the  last  named  since 
1899,  and  has  been  chairman  of  the  Ixiard  of  trustees  for  the  Eagles  for 
two  years.  In  politics  he  took  an  active  interest  and  gave  earnest  sup- 
port to  the  Democracy.  Upon  that  ticket  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
city  council  December  20.  1904,  for  a  term  of  three  years,  and  is  now 
active  in  municipal  affairs  in  Xorth  Adams. 

AMMON  I'AKXSWORTll  DAVKXrORT,  D.  D.  S. 
Ammon  Fanisworth  Davenport,  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known 
practitioners  in  dentistr>-  in  western  Massachusetts,  was  born  in  Cole- 
rain,  this  state,  October  24.  1827.    His  father.  Dr.  Nathaniel  Daven- 
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port,  who  was  a  native  of  Dorchester,  Massachusetts,  studied  medicine, 
and  first  practiced  in  Boston,  afterward  remonng  to  Colerain.  wliere 
be  ni.irnol  Alice  Davenport.  It  was  not  supposed  at  the  time  of  tlieir 
marriage  that  there  was  an\  \)h  oi\  relatiunsliip  between  than,  but  it 
has  since  been  discovered  that  they  sprang  from  a  common  ancestor, 
Thomas  Davenport,  the  founder  of  the  American  family  of  tliat  name, 
who  was  located  at  Dcrchester  in  1640.  There  were  several  branches 
of  the  Dr.rchcster  tatnily,  some  of  \vh<ini  went  to  C'onnec licut,  others 
to  \'erniout.  and  to  (.'olerain,  M.i'^-i  ichnsetls.  I'he  line  "i  descent  from 
Tlionias,  1640,  is  traced  through  liis  sou,  Joseph,  tu  tiie  latter's  son.  Dr. 
Nathaniel  Davenport,  the  father  of  Ammon  F.  Davenport. 

Dr.  Nathaniel  Davenport  was  a  physician  of  the  old  school,  a 
Repitblican  in  |)olitics.  and  a  Qwaker  in  rcH<;i.  n.  He  married  Alice 
Havcnport.  the  daut;htei"  <•{  I'aul  l)aven])ort,  whose  father,  l-lhjah  Dav- 
enijort,  was  born  Apnl  2j,  1748,  and  died  at  iMount  Holly,  Vemiont, 
in  August,  1826.  His  name  was  first  on  the  town  records  of  that  town. 
Paul  Davenport  was  bom  at  Mount  Holly,  August  22,  1766,  and  coming 
to  Colerain.  Massachusetts,  purchased  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres,  the  ileed  de-^cribinj,^  it  as  the  north  lialf  of  lot  No.  </>  and  No.  93 
in  the  thinl  <livisiun  of  lots  in  Colerain.  lie  erected  a  hou.se  ot  logs  in 
the  wilderness  of  that  place,  called  Catamount  Hill,  and  there  reared 
a  large  family,  his  wife  being  Alice  Famsworth,  of  that  place.  Their 
descendants  are  now  scattered  throughout  the  United  States  and  the 
old  world.  Paul  Davenport  died  \uL;ust  3.  1832.  Their  daughter 
Alice,  who  bccatpc  the  wife  of  Dr.  Xathaniel  Davenjiort,  was  hMrn  July 
20,  1800.  She  was  a  woman  of  remarkable  force  of  character,  with 
strong  religious  convictions,  and  as  a  member  of  the  Metliodist  church 
took  an  active  part  in  its  work.  Her  death  occurred  November  10. 
.1870.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Davenport  became  the  parents  of  six  children,  five 
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SfiH  and  <jiic  daughter — koljeri  M..  Animoii  F.,  Joseph  N.,  Lydia  D., 
Truair,  and  Jason  \^  The  eldest,  Robert,  was  a  mechanic,  and  was 
accidentally  killed  at  North  Adams.  Joseph  N.  is  one  of  the  early 
dentists  in  western  Massachusetts,  located  at  Northampton,  and  he  has 
two  sons  and  a  daughter,  the  suns  lK>tli  practicing  dentistry  in  New 
York  cii}.  Lydia  IJ.  Ucanie  the  wile  of  K.  J,  Car)',  a  business  man 
now  deceased,  and  she  resides  at  North  Adams.  Truair  went  to  Iowa 
and  engagefl  in  farming,  and  was  killed  by  lightning  while  at  work  in 
the  fields.  He  reared  a  large  family,  and  his  widow  still  resides  in 
that  state.  Jason  L.,  sjicnt  his  early  life  as  a  drj-  gcxxls  clerk,  after- 
wards ,stu(hcil  dentistry,  and  gra<hi;iteil  at  the  Xevv  Vurk  College  ul 
Dentistry  a.<  valedictunan  <>t  his  class.  He  married  Enuna  Jane  Drake, 
of  New  York,  and  tlieir  only  son  is  also  a  dentist,  the  family  home  being 
in  New  Y'ork. 

Amnion      Davenport,  whose  name  introduces  this  review,  received 

his  early  iileniry  traiiiint^  ni  the  ctninu  n  schools  of  C  olcram.  the  town 
of  his  i)irth,  and  was  reared  to  farm  lilc.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he 
left  the  farm  and  spent  the  following  three  years  in  the  cotton  factory 
of  that  town,  after  which  he  received  the  position  of  overseer  in  a 
factory  in  North  Adams.  \  few  years  later  he  embarked  in  the  daguer- 
reotype hii^itiess.  but  not  finding  this  a  profitable  occupation  soon  after- 
ward began  teaching  penmanship,  thus  continuing  until  deciding  to 
lake  up  the  study  of  medicine.  .After  attending  a  course  of  lectures  at 
the  Berkshire  Me<lical  College  his  plans  were  agains  changed  and  he 
cntere<I  the  Pennsylvania  Dental  College  of  Pliiladclpliia.  where  he 
graduated  in  1867,  and  immetliately  thereafter  bejErnn  the  practice  of  his 
protession  in  \<irth  Aibnis.  Alter  a  sUicc--li'.l  career  there  lor  many 
years  an  i;]  p>irtv.nity  was  ottered  him  to  take  an  oUl  and  aristocratic 
practice  in  New  'i'crk  city,  and  among  his  patrons  there  were  over 
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thirty  of  the  Roosevelt  family,  including  the  boy  "  Teddy  "  whose  teeth 
he  care<l  for  until  the  lad  was  fmirteeii.    About  this  time,  in  the  year 

1870.  Dr.  1  ).':\ ei;])i)rt  hccuming  engaged  in  ical  t'-taic-  transactx ins  m 
Xorth  Adams  disixiscd  of  his  Xcw  \'nrl<  jiractice  aiul  returnetl  t<i  X'  rtli 
Adams.   He  erected  Davenport  block  on  Main  street,  a  three-story  brick 
structure  oise  hundred  foot  front,  containing  four  stores  and  offices. 
The  first  plaie  glass  brought  to  North  Adams  was  used  in  this  building. 
He  has  since  completed  a  fine  rcsi<lence  on  Church  street,  where  he  re- 
sides.   Diirinjj  liis  ])rofes«if.nal  life  lit-  has  insnuctcd  several  students, 
one  of  whom  was  Pr.  1".  I".  J>arnes.  who  tt.r  many  years  has  lieen  a 
successful  practitioner  in  New  York.   .\  cousin  also  spent  eight  years  in 
his  office,  and  gradtiated  from  the  New  York  College  of  Physicians 
and  SurgefMis,  also  receiving  the  degree  of  M.  IX  S.  from  the  R^ents 
of  the  state  of  Xcw  York.    He  afterward  went  to  Paris,  where  he  is 
said  to  hr>>e  the  iin:st  aristocratic  and  lucrative  practice  in  that  city, 
with  an  income  of  alxnit  sixty  thousand  dollars  a  year.   Dr.  Davenport 
has  two  brothers  in  the  profession,  one  son  and  three  nephews  in  New 
York,  two  cousins  in  Paris  and  one  in  London.   Since  beginning  prac- 
tice in  the  '50s  seventeeen  Davenports,  all  relatives,  have  entered  the  pro- 
fessi*  n.  nianv of  them  'ccupying  the  liighest  places  in  tlie  ranks  lj*>th  in 
this  country  ruid  rihroad. 

Dr.  Davenport  was  married  at  North  Adams.  November  5.  1848, 
to  Julia  Mana  Walden,  who  was  educated  in  the  schools,  of  that  town. 
She  was  the  only  daughter  ef  Job  and  Eunice  Walden,  of  North  Adams, 
the  former  Irinij  a  son  of  Benjamin  Walden.  a  Quaker  from  Rhode 
Ulaud.  children  were  1 1 -rn  nf  that  nni*  n.  a  s<;n  and  a  dauj;hter. 

The  iiiiter.  lumice  Anna,  was  horn  in  i}^4>>.  and  received  her  educatinii 
in  North  Adams  and  East  Greenwich.  Rhode  Island.  She  m^rrietl 
I'l.ink  Albert  Raker,  a  contractor  in  the  Remington  Armory  of  Ilion. 
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9tu\  they  ha<!  iuwr  children:    I'rank  luiReiie.  M.  1).:  Animon  All)ert. 
<!ercnsefl.  who  \\::s  a  ir.cchanic;  Roy  Dnvtnixut.  who  was  educalcd  in 
liic  nuhtary  .''.cadeniy  at  XorihtkM.  \  ernKmt,  si>eiit  three  years  in  the 
Philippines  and  is  now  in  the  United  States  army  stationed  in  Flori<la ; 
and  Will  Manntn|3^  Baker,  a  student.    'Hie  son  Arthur  Eugene  was 
born  at  Xoith  Adams  in  iKri7,  attended  its  pnblic  schools,  ami  f^radu- 
ate<l  fr<;ni  the  N'l-w  N  .  ik  ('iHe;L;e  «'f  Dt-ntistry  in  lS(>x  rettivin};  tlic 
degree  of  P.  I).  S..  aiul  is  ikav  in  practice  with  his  father  in  Xi'ith 
Adams.    He  has  Ixen  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Daisy  Sher- 
man, of  this  city,  who  died  in  1901.    He  afterwards  niarrie<l  Blamhe 
Sabin,  of  I.«e,  Massachusetts,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Sabin.  of  that  town. 
She  wns  a  ^Indent  in  the  State  Xormal  school  of  Xorth  Adams.  They 
reticle  :'t  i,-^^  C  hurch  street.  \<  rth   Xdains.    Dr.  and  Mrs.  AinnT  ii  T*". 
l)a\  cii|!<'i  t  art  nienil  ers  <  t  the  ( ""ni:re5.jatii  nial  cinirch.  first  unitini;  witli 
the  First  church  in  Pitti^fieKi,  under  Dr.  Todd,  and  later  transferred  their 
memberslitp  to  Xc.rth  Adams,  where  Dr.  Davenport  has  ser\*ed  as  a 
tieacon  for  twenty-five  years.    He  is  not  aggressively  sectarian,  how- 
ever. Iioldit^ji  very  lil)eral  views  al<Mi«f  theological  lines.    In  his  ix)litical 
ait  liat'oii  Dr.  Da\en]>Mt  is  a  kej.uhlican.  hut  has  never  hid  antbitinn 
for  political  preferment,  his  as|>irnti<)ns  being  ilevoted  to  the  highest 
interest  of  his  profe^sicn*.  in  which  he  has  won  prominence  and  l>elongs 
Ut  manv  societies,  namelv:    Tlie  .\nierican  Dental  .\.sscH:iatir.n ;  the 
CfMinectiait  Valley  Dental  S<ciety.  in  which  he  has  held  at  times  the 
nfl'.ce  ft    pi-irk-m:   the    M.issrichr^eSls   Dent;'.l   S«x*iet\.   the  Western 
Di.strict   Dental  .Society,  the  Dent.fl   l'r<*iccti\e  Assnciatimi.  tlie  New 
York  lnst!tt:te  of  Stoniatnlogy.  the  .Muninal  Association  of  the  i'enn- 
sylvania  CV:llcgc  of  Dental  Surger\\  the  Medical  As.sociatitm  of  North- 
ern Berkshire.  als«)  one  of  the  oldest  mcmljers  of  Lafayette  Lodge.  F. 
and  .A.  M.,  and  of  the  Catamtunil  Hill  .Association,  a  society  formed  to 
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keep  in  reirtembrance  the  associations  of  his  birthplace,  and  of  which  he 
is  president.  This  association  holds  reunions  every  five  years,  and  has 
denK>nstrated  beyond  a  doubt  that  the  first  flag:  ever  raiserl  over  a  scli(X>l 
house  in  th's  country  was  Jl<iatc<l  over  a  little  loj,'  sclmol  liou^c  in  this 
ncij^lilx  rlir.  (I  on  (  atanioinU  Hill  in  May.  1812,  'Dirough  Dr.  Daven- 
port's efforts  a  book  has  been  published  of  the  history  of  this  associa- 
tlan,  as  well  as  many  other  reminiscences  of  the  locality,  and  which 
gives  a  description  of  this  first  flap  raisini^.  Dr.  Davenport  has  wit- 
ncssecl  denti^tr;.  -^V'  -a  iii  tn  a  tinkcrini^  catc1i|x'nny  calling'  to  the  dif;- 
nity  of  a  nchle  profession,  in  \vh«:se  ranks  may  be  found  men  of  the 
highest  moral  character  and  of  eminence  in  scientific  culture.  These 
changes  have  taken  place  mosdy  in  the  past  fifty  years,  and  during  this 
time  he  has  nobly  performed  his  part  in  educating  the  public  to  prop- 
erly appreciate  the  value  of  the  natural  teeth.  He  has  published  many 
articles  on  the  suhjcct.  as  well  as  read  many  pajx^rs  Ix'fore  the  nvi-^t 
prominent  ilental  societies,  many  of  which  ha\e  had  a  wide  circulation 
by  being  published  in  the  American  dental  journals  and  in  Europe.  He 
was  prominent  in  the  establishment  of  the  North  Adams  Free  Public 
Library  and  the  Hoosic  Valley  Agricultural  Society. 

HERVEY  BURNHAM. 

Hervey  Bumham,  general  superintendent  of  the  Eclipse  and  Beaver 
Mills,  and  active  in  community  affairs  of  North  Adams,  was  bom  in 
Essex,  Massadiusetts,  and  pursued  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
there.  When  se^'cntecn  years  of  age  he  went  to  Fall  River,  Massachu- 
setts, enterinq^  the  hiirh  school,  where  he  spent  one  year,  then  went  to 
work  with  the  Troy  Manufacturing  C  ompany,  and  his  business  capability 
and  trustworthiness  were  manifest  in  the  fact  that  he  was  retained  in 
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its  employ  for  twdvc  years.    He  afterward  worked  in  the  mills  at 

Ware  and  at  Xew  Bciltonl,  Massacliusett>,  and  subscquciiily  rciiuned 
to  Fall  Kiver. 

In  1893  Mr.  Burnham  removeil  to  North  Adams  as  superintendent 
of  the  Eclipse  and  Beaver  Mills,  which  at  that  time  were  about  one- 
fifth  their  present  size,  and  has  since  occupied  this  important  position, 
controllinp  one  of  the  extensive  productive  industries  of  the  city.  The 

plant  wa-  njKTate<l  tnr  the  ni  nn; tai  tiire  nf  common  print  cloth,  but  after 
Mr.  Burnham  hecame  siipcrintcmlcnt  the  nutput  was  changed  to  a  line 
of  ladies'  fine  dress  goods.  Tlu-oughout  his  entire  business  career  Mr. 
Burnham  has  been  connected  with  the  manufacture  of  cloth,  and  is 
thoroughly  familiar  with  the  business,  combined  with  a  profressi\'e 
spirit  which  well  qualifies  him  for  the  important  position  which  he  is 
now  tillini,''.  Interested  in  the  welfare  an<l  proi^^ress  of  liis  adopted  city, 
lii<  fellow  townsmen  ha\e  called  him  to  public  nfVice.  and  he  served  for 
three  years  as  a  member  of  the  city  council.  His  term  expired  January 
I,  1905,  and  he  was  re-elected  in  1906  for  another  three  years*  term. 


IS.AAC  FREEMAN  HALL.  A.  M. 

Isaac  Freeman  Hall,  A.  M..  superintendent  of  the  public  school  of 
North  Adams,  was  bom  in  Dennis.  Massachusetts,  April  23,  1847. 
attended  school  in  his  native  town  and  was  graduated  from  the  Bridge- 
water  Normal  school  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  being  the  youngest 
student  that  ever  completed  the  full  course  in  that  institution,  the  date 
of  his  graduation  hcinp  March.  18(14.  He  taut^ht  for  several  ye.irs  at 
West  Port  Point,  Massachusetts,  and  als(t  at  the  academy  at  South  Den- 
nis.  He  afterward  entered  Phillips  Academy  at  Andover,  Massachusetts, 

to  prepare  for  college,  and  later  matriculated  at  Dartmouth  College, 
13 


Digitized  by  Google 


194 


BERKSHIRE  COUNTY 


where  he  lemained  for  one  year,  when  he  was  obliged  to  return  home 
on  account  of  the  illness  of  his  father. 

He  afterward  went  to  Quincy,  Massachusetts,  acceptinff  the  i)rin- 
cipalship  of  the  grammar  schiwil  at  that  place.  P^or  nine  years  he 
occupied  that  position  and  later  became  superintendent  of  the  public 
schools  at  Dedham,  Massachusetts,  for  five  years.  Professor  Hall's 
next  position  was  tiiat  of  superintendent  of  schools  at  Leominster,  Mas- 
sachusetts, where  he  continued  for  six  years,  cm  the  expiration  of  which 
period  he  became  the  district  superintendent  of  schools  at  Arlington  and 
Belmont.  Tiiree  years  later,  in  1895.  he  came  to  North  Adams,  and  for 
ten  years  has  been  superintendent  of  the  public  schools  of  this  place, 
each  time  being  unanimously  elected.  His  entire  life  has  been  devoted 
to  educational  work,  and  he  stands  today  as  one  of  the  leading  ttprt- 
sentatives  of  his  profession  in  connection  with  the  public  school  system 
of  the  state. 


•JOHN  A.  BREWER. 

John  A.  Brewer,  of  Great  Barrington,  who.  after  nearly  forty  years 
of  active  life  as  a  hardware  merchant,  is  now  devoting  his  attention 

chiefly  to  private  business  interests,  of  which  he  has  enough  to  keep 
him  fidly  occupied,  is  a  native  of  New  ^Tarlbo^o.  Massachusetts.  He 
is  the  son  of  John  and  Maria  f  Smith)  Brewer.  John  Brewer  was  a 
farmer  and  lumberman  of  New  Marlboro  for  many  years,  and  in  1870  re- 
moved to  Great  Barrington,  where  lie  engaged  in  the  lumber  business.  In 
1867,  while  a  resident  of  New  Marlboro.  John  Brewer  bou^rht  the  hard- 
ware business  of  Rurgett  &  Watson,  which  was  being:  carried  on  two 
doors  south  of  the  present  Brewer  building.  Tlie  firm  name  of  John 
Brewer  &  Son  was  adopted,  although  technically  the  son  could  not  he 
a  partner  until  a  year  later.  John  Brewer  was  never  especially  active  in 
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the  store,  and  in  1875  sold  his  interest  to  John  F.  Sabin.  Mr.  Brewer, 
Sr.,  was  a  man  niULh  icspcciL-d  in  ilic  coiimiuniiy,  and  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Congregational  church.   He  died  in  1888. 

During  his  boyhood  days  John  A.  Brewer  attended  the  common 
schools,  subsequently  becoming  a  student  at  the  South  Berkshire  Insti- 
tute. Until  reaching  the  age  of  nineteen  he  assisted  his  father,  who  in 
1867  established  him  in  a  small  hardware  business  in  Great  Barrington, 
as  above  state<;l.  l-rnm  iiSj;,  when  Mr.  I'.rewcr,  Sr.,  .sold  his  interest 
to  Jolm  i'.  Sabin,  until  1880.  the  business  was  conducted  under  the 
firm  name  of  Brewer  &  Sabin,  and  for  twenty-five  years  following  that 
date  it  was  conducted  by  John  A.  Brewer,  at  the  old  stand.  In  his  hands 
the  excellent  reputation  which  the  house  always  enjoyed  was  fully  main- 
tained, and  the  same  degree  of  enterprise  and  careful  management  which 
were  prominent  characteristics  of  the  estalili<linieiit  in  all  its  past  his- 
tory were  also  maintained  by  him.  Mr.  Brewer  had  lew  superiors,  or 
,  equals  even,  in  the  conduct  and  management  of  mercantile  business,  and 
his  popularity  with  the  public  was  always  a  most  valuable  feature  of 
his  enviable  business  career.  He  was  as  closely  identified  with  and  as 
faithful  to  his  business  interests  as  any  man  in  the  county,  and  brought 
tlie  business  up  from  its  small  bet^inning  t(j  the  large  proportions  it  had 
assumed  upon  his  dis]>  sal  oi  the  same  t*'  IVank  K.  Giddings,  February, 
1905.  His  handsome  business  block  on  Main  street  was  as  fine  as  any  in 
Great  Barrington,  being  thoroughly  modem  in  every  detail.  The 
dianges  in  the  nearly  forty  years  of  Mr.  Brewer's  active  business  life 
have  been  very  numerous,  and  very  few  are  alive  of  the  men  foremost  in 
the  town  when  he  as  a  Ixiy  first  began  business.  In  the  fire  of  i??o6 
his  building  and  stork  were  totally  destroyed  In  tire.  Init  he  rebuilt  a 
much  better  block  and  placed  therein  a  laiger  stock,  and  later  added  a 
large  carriage  repository  to  the  establishment 
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While  not  seeking  prominence  outside  of  business,  Mr.  Brewer  has 
during'  all  of  his  residence  in  Great  Barrington  been  active  for  the  good 

of  the  coniiiuiiiity.  ntid  has  taken  an  active  inurcst  in  its  affairs.  He 
served  as  first  president  <  i  the  local  Board  oi  Trade,  ol  which  he  was  a 
charter  member,  was  chief  engineer  of  the  fire  department  many  years, 
and  held  many  other  offices.  He  has  probably  been  more  active  on  behalf 
of  the  Housatonic  Agricultural  Society  than  any  other  business  man  in 
the  town.  Before  takinpj^  up  bis  residence  in  Great  Barrington  he  was  a 
marshal  tdr  the  stjcictv,  and  for  twcntv-tive  years  was  its  chief  marshal, 
resigning  tliat  position  in  January,  1901,  when  he  was  elected  president. 
He  also  served  on  the  executive  committee  for  a  number  of  years,  and  is 
familiar  with  the  requirements  of  the  society  and  its  patrons.  He  was 
the  sixtieth  president  of  the  society.  He  is  prominent  in  Freemasonr>-. 
a  past  master  nf  Cincinnatn<  l-'uli^^i'.  and  ])a-t  liij^li  jiricst  (if  Moniiineiil 
Giapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  in  which  he  has  served  as  treasurer  for 
eighteen  years.  He  is  a  member  and  vestryman  of  St.  James'  Protest- 
ant Episcopal  church.  His  political  affiliations  are  with  the  Repub- 
licans. 

Mr.  Brover  married,  in  1885.  Alice  Seelcy.  daughter  of  Isaac  See- 
ley.  F.S(|.  Their  liMiiu'  ])lare>in  S<  ntli  Main  street  is  '>ne<'f  the  proTniiieiit 
residence  properties  oi  the  ti>\\n,  the  1  rauiiiul  house  being  surmunded 
by  seventeen  acres  of  ground,  which  has  been  kept  under  successful  culti- 
vation, the  groimds  about  the  house  being  among  the  most  attractive  of 
any  residence  gprounds  in  southern  Berkshire. 

HARVEY  F.  SHUFELT. 

Many  of  the  l)nildinijs  in  TTnnsati iiiic  \v1iich  te^tifv  the  heniity. 
finish  antl  durability  of  their  con.struclion  tu  the  ability  and  faithful- 
ness of  the  contractor  under  whose  supervision  they  were  erected,  are 
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the  work  of  Harvey  F.  Siiufelt,  a  well  known  Inisiness  man  of  Housa- 
tonic»  Berkshire  county.  Massachusetts,  who  traces  his  descent  to  Ger- 
man ancestry. 

Aiiilieu  J.  Sluucli.  t'ailicT  ni  ll;ii\fv  Slnifclt.  was  Ihini  in  Hills- 
dale. New  York,  in  1813.  He  was  a  I'arnier  hy  c>ccui>atiuu,  and  atler 
his  marriage,  he  removecl  to  North  Egremont.  Berkshire  count>%  Massa- 
chusetts, where  the  remainder  of  his  life  was  spent.  He  was  a  worthy 
and  respected  citizen.  He  married,  in  184-.  T)elinda  Kichols.  who  was 
Im  in  in  Altortl.  Massacluisftt-.  in  iS_'4.  and  the)-  were  the  parents  of 
eiglit  children,  of  whom  one.  Harvey  V,  Shufelt.  is  the  suhject  of  this 
sketch. 

Har>'ey  F.  Shufelt.  son  of  Andrew  J.  and  Delinda  (Kichols)  Shu- 
felt, was  li»>ni  in  X<>rtli  F.i^retn'nit.  I'.crk-liire  ci  unty.  Massaduisetts. 
March  ly.  i860,  iic  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  liis  native 
town,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  engaged  in  farm  work,  which 
employment  he  followed  up  for  about  four  years.  He  then,  in  1880, 
went  to  Housatonic.  where  he  fotmd  employment  with  the  Monument 
Mills  Company,  and  remained  in  their  employ  for  a  period  of  twelve 
years.  He  tiien  established  himself  in  business  as  a  contractor  and 
builder,  in  connection  with  which  he  dealt  in  real  estate,  lumber  and 
building  materials  in  general.  His  knowledge  of  human  nature  and 
foresight  have  made  him  a  successful  busine<is  man.  Mr.  Shufelt  has 
been  an  enertjetic  member  of  the  Democratic  party  all  his  life.  He  rep- 
resented the  sixth  Berkshire  »li->trict  in  tlie  legislature  of  n>oc>-oi,  and 
is  now  serving  his  tenth  year  as  .selectman  of  Great  Barrington.  of  which 
Hotisatonic  is  a  part.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Democratic  town 
committee  for  the  past  twelve  years,  during  iseven  of  which  he  held 
the  office  of  chairman. 
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Mr.  Shufelt  married,  October  2,  1893,  Clara  Wilcox,  daughter  of 
George  and  Mary  Wilcox,  of  Housatoni^  and  two  children  were  bora 
of  this  marriage.  Both  mother  and  children  are  deceased 


GEORGE  WILLARD  CHASE. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  these  memoirs  is  of  the 
tyi>e  whose  suhst.uitial  ;hi<1  \alu.iMc  citiziiislin)  is  attested  by  intcili- 
gent  and  well-directed  public  scr\icc  and  private  enterprise.  He  was 
bom  in  Wilmington,  X'enuont,  October  24,  1844,  son  of  the  late  John 
Nicholas  and  Tabitha  Pike  (Gould)  Chase,*  the  former  a  native  of  New 
York,  the  latter  of  Massachusetts,  and  both  descendants  of  early  Eng- 
lish settlers  of  Ne\v  England. 

I'he  late  John  Xicholas  Chase,  bdiii  Anj^ist  2,  18 iS,  located  in 
North  Adams  in  early  manhood  and  there  found  employment  in  the 
cotton  mill  at  Braytcmville.  He  was  capable  and  interested,  and  his 
ready  grasp  of  all  the  details  of  cotton  manufacture,  coupled  with  in- 
dustry and  integrity,  led  to  his  rapid  promotion  in  the  business  and  his 
eventnal  iiartncrship  associati<  n  with  John  II.  Orr  in  the  operation  of 
the  Eagle  Mill.  Upon  the  dcstrnctirn  I  \  tn  c  of  this  plant  Mr.  Chase 
engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  in  North  Adams,  following  which  he  re- 
engaged in  cotton  manufacturing  with  George  French.  He  was  latterly 
in  the  soap  and  candle  manufacturing  business  in'  the  same  place.  Mr. 
Giase  was  an  ardent  advocate  of  total  abstinence  and  -an  enthusiastic 
nienilicr  nf  the  Kcchahiu-  Order,  the  then  e^peiially  active  and  a£i£jres- 
sive  tein])crrincc  order,  lie  niarried,  on  Septeinlicr  10,  1840,  Tabitha 
Pike  Gould,  daughter  of  Deacon  (as  he  was  familiarly  known)  Willard 
Gould,  who  was  one  of  the  pioneer  cotton  manufacturers  of  North 
Adams.    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chase  were  lifelong  and  consistent  members 
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f'i  the  C-iitgreg:ati.>ii;il  cliurih.  Jlc  died  June  13,  1887,  and  liis  wife 
February  i,  1853.  ( )t  iheir  children,  three  attained  maturity — Edward 
Nicholas,  George  \V.  and  Einma. 

Edward  Nicholas  Chase  was  a  member  of  Hodges*  Band  of  the 
Tenth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Infantry,  contracted  a  fever  at  Camp 
Brightwood,  near  Washington.  an<l  died  Septenilicr  25,  18^)  i,  the  first 
martyr  irnni  X.trih  Adams  in  the  (  ivil  war  for  the  suppression  of  the 
rebeUioti.  His  body  was  sent  north  under  escort  and  lies  in  the  ceme- 
tery at  North  Adams. 

Emma  Chase  married  Charles  M.  Cook  (now  deceased),  of  North 
Adams.  Of  six  children  bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cook  a  daughter  is 
dcceasetl  aiul  five  suns  survive — .\rthur,  Herbert,  Cieorge,  W'illard  and 
Walter. 

George  Willard  Chase  received  such  education  as  was  afforded  by 
the  public  schools  of  North  Adams,  and  found  his  earliest  employment 
in  the  cotton  mills  under  his  father's  supervision.  For  five  years  there- 
after he  waF  variously  eii.i;.tged  in  clerical  and  bookkeeping  capacities 
in  North  A'iauis.  In  August.  1S65.  he  entered  the  shoe  manufacturing 
establishment  of  C.  'i\  Sampson.  North  Adams.  Jn  June,  1870,  Mr. 
Sampson,  being  harassed  by  the  dictation  and  exactions  of  labor  unions, 
deputized  his  young  assistant,  Mr.  Chase,  to  journey  to  the  Pacific 
coast  for  the  purpose  of  eni})loytng  Chinese  labor  for  his  North  Adams 
shoe  manufacturing  plant.  'Hirough  Chinese  merchants  of  California 
Mr.  Chase  succeeded  in  set  iriiig  and  returning  with  seventy-live  China- 
men, an(i  these  were  lullowed  by  seventy-five  others,  all  being  duly  in- 
structed in  and  readily  adapting  themselves  to  the  various  branches  of 
the  manufacture  of  shoes  to  which  they  were  assigned.  The  step  led  to 
imich  press  comment,  both  favorable  and  adverse,  throughout  the  United 
States.    Notwithstanding  very  vigorous  and  agj4re<>ive  op|)osition  the 
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Chinese  l;iln)rers  were  retained  in  this  eiiipliiv  tor  ten  years.  Mr. 
Chase  reinaiiiet!  in  Air.  Sainpsnn  s  employ  until  1888,  when  the  latter 
retired  front  business  and  Mr.  Chase  assumed  its  proprietorship  and 
operated  the  plant  until  1901.  when  it  was  discontinued.  He  has  since 
been  engaged  in  investment  lines  in  connection  with  New  York  parties. 
He  was  frcin  1891  to  1902  of  the  hoard  .  f  (Hrectors  of  tlic  North 
Adaiii>  r.ank,  and  is  now  ot  the  Imrd  of  trustees  of  the  Hoosac  Savings 
Hank,  .North  Adams.  Upon  the  organization  of  city  government  at 
North  Adams,  Mr.  Chase  was  appointed  by  Mayor  A.  C.  Houghton  as 
a  member  of  the  board  of  public  works,  rendering  efficient  ser\'ice  as 
a  member  of  that  body. 

Mr.  Chase  has  l>ten  especially  zealons  in  assisting'  in  the  further- 
ance oi  sncli  pnMic  etT<  irt-  as  have  hccn  made  for  the  l)eautifying  of 
North  Adams,  and  privately  was  contributory  in  a  notable  way  to  the 
result  in  the  remodeling  and  landscape  gardening  of  the  homestead  on 
Chase  avenue,  where  he  resides.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Massachusetts 
Board  of  Piihlic  Reservations.  Mr.  Cha.se  was  one  of  the  oigantzers 
of  ilie  \'<  rtli  Adam-  hraneh  of  the  Vt  unj?  Men's  Christian  .\ssncin- 
tion,  and  its  p,re>i<lins^  DtV.cer  for  some  years,  and  sened  aKso  on  iIk 
Young  Men's  (Jirtstian  A.«.s(H:iati*;n  state  executive  committee.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  North  .Adams  Congregational  church,  and  one  of  its 
board  of  <lcacons.  an*l  was  for  many  years  superintendent  of  its  Sunday 
school. 

He  has  hccn  thrice  niai  rie'l;  in  (  )ctol)cr,  18^17.  to  Mary  {•llizal)eth. 
daughter  of  Cyrus  R.  and  Martha  F..  Potter,  of  North  Adams;  two 
children  Ijorn  cf  this  union  died  in  childhotKl.  Mrs.  Mary  E.  (Potter) 
Chase  died  in  April,  1872.  He  marrietl  in  May,  1875.  Isaliella  R.. 
daughter  of  James  and  Janette  (Walker)  Hunter,  of  North  Adams. 
Mrs.  IsahcUa  K.  (Hunter)  Chase  <lied  in  .\pril.  1877.    He  married. 
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Sepiciiibcr  .;.  1*^7*;.  (jrate.  daui^liter  ut  the  late  (icurgc  \\  .  BancroU, 
of  Grototi,  Atassachusctts.  I'our  children  were  bom  of  this  marriage: 
Helen  Bancroft  Chase,  a  funner  student  of  W'ellesley;  Edward  Nicho- 
las Cliase,  graduate  of  Williams  College,  class  of  1904;  Margaret  Chase. 

graduate  of  Vassar.  class  df  1^05;  (Jeorge  Bancroft  Chase,  .student  of 
Cornell,  clu.-.s  of  njmj. 


PATRICK  CONDON. 

Patrick  Coudon.  <  11c  <>t  the  most  promiiieni  Irish  roidciUs  of  I'itts- 
held,  a  public-spiritetl  citizen  and  an  ex  iuenihcr  of  kith  branches  of  the 
city  government,  is  a  native  of  Ireland  and  was  born  in  1847.  His 
parents.  Patrick  and  Bridget  (Croidon)  Condon,  were  industrious  farm- 
ing people  who  reared  a  large  family  of  children,  several  of  whom  came 
to  the  United  States. 

Patrick  ("<ini!nn  immijcn'atcd  in  |8(>S.  and  imnicdiatcly  after  landiuj,^ 
in  New  York  went  to  Pittsfield,  whither  a  sister  liad  preceded  him 
the  year  previous.  Shortly  after  his  arrival  he  entered  the  employ  of 
Judge  Curtis,  at  what  is  now  known  as  Momingsi<le,  and  was  a  farm 
assistant  there  for  some  time.  He  was  next  employed  in  constructing 
a  railroad,  and,  relinquishing  that  ocCTipation  at  the  expiration  of  a 
year,  lie  eni^aijed  in  the  trnckini^  l)n>ine-;'i  in  rittsfuld,  uhicli  lie  carriefl 
on  for  about  five  years.  The  .succeeding  '  •  '  \ears  were  spent  in  the 
employ  of  Owen  Coogan.  wIkisc  service  he  relinquished  in  order  to 
accept  an  appointment  to  the  Pittsfield  police  force,  which  he  retained* 
for  a  period  of  ten  consecutive  years,  and  a.<!  a  guardian  of  the  peace 
he  served  the  city  with  diligence  and  fidelity.  Upon  his  withdrawal 
troin  the  police  department  he  acfej»te<l  the  re<])onsil)le  position  of  special 
officer  and  watchman  at  the  Stanley  Electrical  Works,  in  which  capacity 
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he  continued  a  number  of  years,  or  until  1904,  when  he  was  appointed 
deputy  sheriff  and  turnkey  at  the  Berkshire  G>unty  House  of  Correc- 
tion, and  he  is  performing  his  numerous  duties  to  the  entire  satbfaction 
of  his  superiors.   In  politics  Mr.  Condon  is  a  Democrat,  and  has  served 

uilli  aliilitx  in  the  ciniimun  cmincil  and  u])*m  the  lx)ar(J  of  ai<k-rinen. 
His  labors  in  the  city  government  were  characterized  by  an  earnest  de- 
sire to  protect  the  interests  of  the  municipality,  and  as  a  public-spirited 
citizen  he  is  in  sympathy  with  all  matters  rdative  to  public  improve- 
ments. 

In  1875  Mr.  Condon-was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Lally, 
daughter  of  Martin  Lally.  oi  Pittsfield.  Their  cliildrcn  arc:  Mar\', 
who  is  in  the  employ  of  tlie  Eaton-Hurlburt  Paper  Coniiiany ;  John, 
married  Ellen  Powers,  and  is  a  member  of  tlie  Pittsfield  fire  department; 
Michael,  an  employe  of  the  New  England  Td^hone  and  Telqpraph 
Company  in  Springfield,  this  state;  Margaret,  who  is  employed  by  the 
England  Brothers,  Pittsfield;  Catherine,  who  is  in  the  em])Iri\  of  the 
Manhattan  Shirt  ComiKiny :  Ainia.  a  telephone  operator;  i'atrick.  who  is 
serving  an  apprenticeship  ai  the  plumber's  trade;  J'>scph  and  Agnes, 
who  are  attending  school.  Mrs.  Condon  has  proved  herself  an  excellent 
wife  and  a  loving  mother,  having  undergone  much  self-sacrifice  for  the  ' 
sake  of  her  children.  The  family  attend  St.  Joseph's  Roman  Catholic 
church. 

ALBERT  S.  FARNAM. 

Among  the  niinier<4is  nut.ihly  \alnaMe  pnnUicts  i  i  Berkshire  county 
the  lime  manufactured  by  Famam  Brothers  Lime  Company  (now  Far- 
nam  Cheshire  Lime  Company)  is  said  to  be  unequalled  for  building 
iwrix^scs,  and  the  consequent  large  demand  therefor  has  created  one  of 
the  great  and  growing  industries  of  Western  Massachusetts.    It  was 
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developed  from  the  Stephen  L.  Northrup  kiln,  Cheshire,  purchased  in 

1874  by  the  twin  brothers  I'amam,  Albert  S.  and  Alfred  S.,  and  these 
gentlemen  added  kilns  fnmi  time  to  time  until  the  utmost  cipacity  of 
six  was  tested  by  the  demands  ot  the  fast  growing  trade,  and  to  these 
have  been  added  four  mere  by*  C.  J.  Curtin,  New  York,  the  present 
owner,  who  bought  the  business  in  1905  from  Albert  S.  Famam,  then 
«ole  owner,  the  latter  having  the  previous  \ear  purchased  the  interest  of 
his  bri>tlier,  Ali'rcil  S.  I-"ariuini.  Alhcrt  S.  I'arnam  is  connected  with 
the  new  company  as  treasurer. 

The  Famam  family  is  of  English  origin,  the  lineage  of  the  im- 
mediate subject  of  this  sketch  being  accurately  traceable  to  the  days  of 
William  of  Orange.  The  name  has  been  subjected  to  numerous  forms 
of  spelling.  Hit  originated  in  the  combination  of  the  words,  fern  and 
home.  The  i  arnam  lamily  of  America  liad  its  iruinders  in  the  person 
of  Ralph  I-'arnliara,  who  came  from  Surrey,  England,  in  1O35,  in  the 
ship  "James,"  and  located  near  Boston. 

Of  his  descendants,  Joseph  Famam,  great-grandfather  of  the 
brothers  Famam  heretofore  mentioned,  brouglit  his  family  from  Con- 
neciicut  to  settle  in  I-.iiie>lKirc;,  Berkshire  count},  shortly  before  the 
Revolution.  Among  the  patriot  S(jldiers  enlisted  from  Lanesboro  was 
a  Famam,  and  family  tradition  is  responsible  for  the  stoiy,  no  doubt 
true,  that  great-grandmother  Famam  herself  took  the  lead  weight  from 
the  old  family  clock  and  moulded  it  into  bullets  for  the  minutie-men 
who  marched  from  the  locality  to  participate  in  the  Ixitile  of  Bennington. 

Uf  the  children  of  the  Farnani  family  nf  settlers  in  Lanesboro, 
Joseph  (2)  had  a  son  Seth,  who  married  Jane  Harrison,  the  mother  of 
the  immediate  subject  of  these  memoirs. 

Albert  S.  Famam  was  born  in  Lanesboro,  January  13,  1844,  re- 
CMved  a  common  school  education,  and  followed  the  avocation  of  his 
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forefathers,  farming,  up  to  the  thirty-first  year  of  his  age.  when  he  en- 

i^nircd  in  I)nsinc««i  as  alxne  narrated.  He  served  for  fourteen  years  as 
.selectman  at  'fbcs'iirc. 

He  married.  February  20,  1865.  Laura  A.,  daughter  of  Pardon 
and  Giarlctte  (Fuller)  Belcher.  Mrs.  Famam  died  in  1893,  leaving 
two  children.  Harrj*  M..  and  Qiarlotte  J.  Famam.  Harry  M.  Famam 
is  a  lime  manufacturer  of  North  Adams,  lessee  of  kilns  owned  by  his 
miolc.  . Mired  S.  l-arnani.  lie  niarrie«]  T.fuii'Nf.  dauii^liter  of  Lonis 
Ilei-Ier.  <  f  I,ruK'slx)rn.  and  lias  two  cliil.lrcn.  deraltline  and  Lillian. 
Charlotte  J.  Famam  married  Dr.  Ralph  H.  W  illiams,  dentist,  of  Pitts- 
field,  and  has  a  son  Kenneth. 


CECIL  CALVF-RT  GAMWELL. 

Ainitn!^:  the  pn  j^res>ive  and  succesiiful  business  men  of  Pitt-'^field 
is  Cecil  C.  (lamwell,  bom  July  22,  1854,  son  of  the  late  Lorenzo  and 
Emetine  A.  CVarney)  Gamwell.  Lorenzo  H.  Gamwell  was  bora  in 
Tvringliam.  Massachusetts.  March  31.  1821.  and  died  in  Pittsficld. 
Massaclniscti'.  Xovctnber  |.  iS(/>.  His  widow  resides  in  i'ittsfk-M 
Tlic  father  ot  Lorcn/.o  H.  danuveil  was  Aanm  (ianiwell.  who  die  !  wlitu 
thirty-six  years  of  age.  .\aron  Gamwell  married,  at  Hinsdale,  l  ebm- 
ary  13.  1820.  Lydia  Matthews,  bora  1799,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Lydia  Matthews.  Aaron  Gamwell  was  a  resident  of  Tyringham  in  1825. 
subsequently  settling-  in  Washinjjton,  Massachusetts.  After  his  decease 
his  widow  reniovfd  to  i 'itt-t'ield,  where  she  died  in  l"'ei)niarv,  1857 

(  'eeil  C  .  <iamwell  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  I'ittsfield. 
His  first  business  cormection  was  in  the  office  employ  of  Rice.  Robbtns 
&  Comiwny  (now  Robbins  &  Gamwell).  of  Pittsfield.  In  November. 
1876.  Mr.  Gamwell  established  himself  in  business  in  Pittsfield  as  a 
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dealer  in  coal  and  \vc>o<l,  in  which  he  c<'utinues  u<  \k  engagetl,  and  has 
achieved  a  signiiiGant  business  success.  He  has  been  a  considerable  in- 
vestor in  local  real  estate,  much  of  which  he  has  improved  by  the  erec- 
tion of  stibst  intial  business  and  residential  stnictures.    He  was  one  of 

the  tMi'ly  (.kholtlcrs  ot  ihv  .iriL'ina!  Staiilev  I-'.k'Ctric  Mamiiaciuring 
Conii»any.  is  a  tnt-uc  <  t  the  Berkshire  Counly  Savings  Bank,  director 
of  the  Berkshire  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  an  original  stock- 
holder and  incorporator  and  present  director  of  the  Berkshire  Loan  and 
Trust  Company,  and  an  original  stockholder  of  the  Third  National 
Bank  of  Pittsfiettl.  He  is  a  menil)er  of  the  NTasonic  fraternity,  and  is 
alViIiated  willi  lUTk^liirc  l  niiiinati<ki y.  Knis^lits  Templar,  i  le  is  a 
member  oi  the  Bapti-t  church  of  Pittsfield.  and  has  served  on  its  finance 
and  prudential  committees. 

Mr.  Gamwell  married,  July  26.  1876,  Virginia,  <laughter  of  Silas 
and  I'amelia  J.  (Tuller)  Church,  of  North  Kgremont.  Massachusetts. 
Air.  aii<!  Ml"',  (iainwill  iiaxf  live  lIiiIiIich  :  Clarence  L..  a  t^radiiate  ni 
\\  ilhston  Semiuarx-.  and  nnw  associated  w  his  lather  in  Inisiness; 
Mal)el  C.  wife  of  William  H.  Rockwell,  of  Pittsfield:  Virginia,  Pa- 
melia,  and  Cecil  C.  Gamwell.  Jr. 


.\LBF.RT  C.  HOUGHTON. 

()i  the  men  uh-ise  achie\ tinrnts  in  the  world  >>i  nianntactnre  have 
been  of  lontrest  sijjniticancc  in  Berkshire  county,  the  gentleman  whose 
name  introduces  this  narrative  takes  conspiaious  rank.  He  is  a  native 
of  Stamford,  Vermr.nt.  and.  starting  in  life  with  m>  other  capital  than 
his  hands  ari<l  brain,  has  triiTmphe*!  over  t>bstacles  which  would  have 
defeated  trost  men,  and  t'  day  ociupics  a  leadinL,--  jnisition  among  tlic 
progressive,  successinl  bn.sinc.ss  men  of  the  L'nitcd  States, 
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His  especial  prcitninence  is  as  president  and  principal  owner  of  the 
Arnold  I'lint  WOrks  and  tributary-  cotton  mills,  consisting  ot  com- 
modious brick  structures  covering  over  fifteen  acres  of  ground,  and  fur- 
nishing eniplo>-ment  to  several  thousand  people  to  whom  a  million  dol- 
lars of  money  yearly  is  disbursed  for  services.  It  is  one  of  the  Uu^t 
concerns  in  Massachusetts  under  single  control,  the  Icadin^^  establish- 
nu'iit  of  its  kitid  in  the  L'nitcd  Slates  for  variety  and  excellence  of  pro- 
duction, and  is  not  surpassed  in  facilities  or  organization  by  any  rival 
in  Europe.  The  fairness  of  its  methods  in  dealing  with  employes  is 
suggested  by  the  fact  that  it  has  been  free  from  labor  troubles  through- 
out its  development. 

Mr.  Honphton  has  given  efficient  service  as  a  trustee  of  Williams 
College,  slate  director  of  the  l":tclil)nrg  Railroad,  president  of  the  North 
Adams  Savings  Bank,  \  ice-president  of  the  Adams  National  Bank, 
Ncrtli  Adams ;  director  of  the  Berkshire  Life  Insurance  Company,  Pitts- 
field;  and  World's  Fair  commissioner  (1893)  by  appointment  of  Gov- 
ernor Brackctt.' 

He  1ms  been  active  in  his  identification  with  Democratic  party  in- 
terests in  N(/rth  Adams,  and  lilK-ral  in  its  behalf  in  his  contributions  of 
both  time  and  mone>'.  but  .has  held  aloof  from  political  preferment  He 
was  first  mayor  of  the  city  of  North  Adams,  and  delegate  to  the  Demo- 
cratic national  convention  in  1892.  He  was  also  president  of  the  Young 
Men's  Democratic  Oub,  North  Adams. 

ALBERT  IIKXRY  SIMMONS. 
Identified  with  the  furniture  trade  of  Adams  for  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  Mr.  Simmons. is  widely  known  as  an  able  and 
reliable  business  man.  and  his  present  warerooms  constitute  one  of  the 
best  emporiums  for  the  display  of  merchandise  in  this  locality. 
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He  was  born  in  Poestenkill,  New  York,  March  i6,  1849.  His 

parents.  Al'mlTmi   C   and  Sclin<].!   1  Aniiditn)    Sitnimnis,   came  tmrn 
Poestenkill  to  Berkshire  county,  Massachusfits,  iit  1857,  settling  in 
Williamstown.    There  young  Simmons  attended  school  for  a  limited 
period,  and  at  an  early  age  went  to  Cbhoes,  New  York,  where  he  was 
miployed  in  a  grocery  and  provision  store  conducted  by  his  elder  brother, 
Georj^e  Simmons.    When  sixteen  years  old  (iJ^65)  he  went  to  Troy, 
\c  \\  Viirk.  w  hen-  he  entered  the  employ  of  Robert  Green,  a  prominent 
fuiniturv'  dcdiT  of  that  city,  and  leanicti  the  upholstery  business,  which 
he  followed  as  a  journeyman  continuously  until  1879.    In  the  latter 
year  he  purchased  the  furniture  establishment  at  Adams,  which  had 
been  carried  on  for  many  years  by  Sanford  Stetson,  and  for  a  period  of 
nearly  thirty  years  has  conducted  a  successful  business,  which  developed 
with  the  growth  of  the  town  mid  is  now  'mc  of  the  leading  establish- 
ments of  its  kind  in  western  Massachusetts.    In  1002  he  purchased  the 
crid  St.  Giarles  Roman  Catholic  church,  to  which  he  added  a  brick  front 
and  otherwise  remodeled  the  building  to  meet  the  demands  of  his  con- 
stantly increasing  business. 

Mr.  Simmons  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  tnistees  of  Adams 
Savings  Bank.  He  is  well  advanced  in  the  Masonic  order,  being  a 
member  of  Berkshire  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons:  Corinthian 
QuH)ter.  Royal  Arch  Masons:  and  St.  Paul's  Cbmmandery,  Knights 
Templar.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church  of  Adams,  and  served 
as  treasurer  of  the  fund  of  the  building  committee  which  erected  the 
new  edifice  erected  in  iSqt. 

On  Noveml>cr  14.  1871.  Mr.  Simmons  was  married,  in  Troy,  to 

Miss  Mary  A.  Campbell,  a  native  of  Scotland,  daughter  of  James  and  ^ 
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1.  Louis  A.  Simmons,  engaged  in  the  undertaking  businiess  in 
North  Adams.  He  married  Miss  Gertrude  Rhodes,  of  North  Adams, 
and  they  have  one  child.  Dorothy. 

2.  Arthur  C.  Siiiinii'n>,  \\li<>  is  connected  wit!i  his  tiithi-r  s  l)usi- 
ness.  He  married,  iieplember  20,  1905,  Miss  Rena  Bowen,  o£  Pitts- 
field. 

3.  Edith  M.,  a  teacher  in  the  high  school  in  Irvington.  New 
Jersey. 

4.  Dr.  I'Ved  Alhcrt  Simmons,  who  was  a  student  at  Brown  I'ni- 
vcrsity  wlicn  war  was  declared  lx*t\veen  the  I'nited  States  and  Spain. 
He  enHste<I  as  a  volunteer,  and  was  woundcti  in  the  battle  of  V'.\  Cancy. 
After  the  close  of  hostilities  he  resumed  his  studies  at  Brown  Univer- 
sity, and  graduated  with  the  class  of  1890-  He  then  took  up  the  study 
of  medicine,  pursuing  the  regular  course  at  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons.  Xew  York  city,  and  (graduating  in  kk)^.  His  profes- 
sional jM'eparation  was  furtlier  anv:nietutd  by  the  valuable  observation 
and  experience  acquired  during  eighteen  months  of  continuous  service 
at  the  Staten  Island  General  Hospital.  In  December,  1904,  he  located 
for  practice  in  Brockton,  Massachusetts,  and  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  most  promising  of  the  yoimgcr  physicians  of  the  city.  He  married, 
Septcntber  6.  1905,  Miss  Geneva  Cobb,  of  Providence.  RluKle  Island. 


JOSKrH  DIMOCK  HOW  K.  M.  D. 

Dr.  Joseph  D.  Howe,  a  successful  physician  of  Cheshire,  Berkshire 
county.  Massachusetts,  was  bom  in  New  Baltimore,  Greene  county.  New 
York.  June  4.  iRfV).  son  of  the  late  Dr.  Elliott  C.  and  Emily  (Sloan) 

Howe,  the  f< inner  a  ii;ili\e  "f  Connecticut. 

'Hie  iate  Dr.  Klliott  C.  Howe  pursued  his  profession  in  Troy,  and 
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subsequently  in  Yonkers,  New  York.   He  died  in  1899.    His  wife, 

who  new  I•t^si^!c^.  with  licr  suii  in  Cheshire,  is  a  daiij;hti,T  ci  ihc  late 
Thonias  W.  and  Mary  (Hayden)  Sloan,  of  Hart  lord,  C.onneclicut,  and 
is  a  descendant  in  direct  line  from  patriot  soldiers  in  the  war  for  in- 
dependence, by  virtue  of  which  Dr.*  Howe  is  a  member  of  the  Society  of 
Sons  of  the  Revolution. 

Joseph  Dimock  Howe  rcceivefl  his  general  edncation  'n  the  schof)!s 
of  Yonkers,  New  York,  and  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  and  was  grad- 
uated from  the  medical  department  of  Tufts  College  with  the  class 
of  1898.  A  short  period  of  initial  practice  in  Becket  was  followed  by 
his  permanetit  location  in  1902  at  Oieshire,  Beiicshire  county,  Massa- 
chusetts, where  he  has  won  recognition  as  a  capable  and  conscientious 
practitioner.    He  is  a  nieniljer  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Societies. 


DOI.AX  liROTIIFRS. 
Peter  C.  Dol^n.  Patrick  H.  Dolan. 

Applied  electricity  with  its  revolutionizing  influences  in  the  world's 
ci%-iHzntion  hn<^  had  no  results  sn  far-reachng  as  those  is^'owing'  out  of 
the  use  of  this  mysterious  power  in  the  operation  of  street  and  suburban 
railway  systems.  Tn  no  community  have  the  diverse  benefits  resultant 
therefrom  been  more  obvious  than  to  ^Vestern  Massachtisetts,  where  the 
credit  is  due  to  the  gentlemen  whose  names  introduce  this  narrative, 
for  not  only  taking  the  initiative  steps  for  development  of  this  character 
on  broad  linrs,  but  a*  (he  direct,  potent  factors  in  tlie  accomplishment 
of  lartje  and  beneficiiit  re^^ults. 

To  them  is  due  the  credit  furthermore  of  not  only  building,  splen- 
didly equipping  and  capably  operating  thirty  mites  of  trolley  lines:  it 
was  their  education  of  the  resi<!ents  and  traveling  public  in  Berkshire 
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comity  wlm  ti  ncccssitatrd  and  paved  the  way  for  similar  excellence  of 
service  on  lines  subsequently  established  by  another  company. 

The  Messrs.  Dolan,  who  established  and  successfully  operated  for 
some  years  a  .street  railway  line  in  New  Britain,  Gmnecticut,  came  to 
Pittsfield  in  1893  lo  inautjurate  an  active  and  ajr^essive  camiiaij^  in 
the  improx  riiu  nt  on  I  extcn^iicm  of  the  Pitl*;held  street  railway,  whicii 
they  had  purchased  the  previous  year.  The  property  consisted  of  less 
than  three  miles  of  road,  and  was  being  operated  on  the  horse-car  rails 
with  rolling'  stock  consisting  of  horse-cars  transformed  in  the  crudest 
way,  for  opeiation  by  electricity.  A  franchise  was  immediately  secured 
for  the  takingf  up  of  the  old  and  the  layingf  of  new  tracks,  incidental  to 
which  much  time  atid  money  was  expended  in  gratlijig  and  Ixil lasting:. 
Modern  cars  were  substituted  for  the  old  ones.  An  extension  to  Dalton 
iv'as  early  planned,  and  became  an  accomplished  fact  by  1896.  A 
through  line  to  North  Adams  was  next  contemplated,  and  this  was 
pending^  for  a  number  of  years,  durinff  which  time  the  West  Pitts- 
field  liiu-  was  projecte<l  and  constructed,  and  put  in  ojK'ration  by  1898. 
During  this  period  also,  the  new  car  house — the  present  headquarter? 
of  the  company — ^was  erected,  a  handsome  and  substantial  structure  at 
the  comer  of  North  and  Waconah  streets.  In  1899,  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  a  through  county  line — ^north  and  south — companies 
were  orjijanizcd  and  stock  therefor  stth!?cribed  in  Lee  and  Great  Barrings- 
ton.  These  jjlans.  tli<  ligh  well  devised  in  the  interests  of  the  ijciiern! 
public  were  vigorously  opposed  by  some  of  the  especially  influential  ami 
the  wealthy  summer  residents  of  Lenox,  who  succeeded  in  rendering 
them  nugatory.  The  building  of  the  South  street  line  was  next  pro- 
reede<l  with,  and  completed  to  the  Country  Gub,  located  at  the  extreme 
southern  terminus  of  the  thoroujEfhfare  named.  In  1900  a  franchise 
was  applied  for  an<l  secured  througli  to  Cheshire,  and  tiie  line  coniplete«i 
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within  the  two  following:  years  at  an  especially  large  cxjiense,  involving 
the  snriu" (untiiig  immcnuis  iimisual  fnyiiiccring  obst.'iclcs  gntuing 
cut  oi  the  nunuitaiiums  character  ot  the  cownlrv  traversed  hv  the  line. 
Tlie  line  in  question  is  one  of  the  most  popular  snmmer  lines  in  America, 
commanding^  exquisite  views  of  the  most  charming  scenery  in  the  Berk- 
shire Hills. 

The  Lake  avenue  line  was  next  constructe<l  (in  1904).  and  was 
e\tfii(le<I  in  i<)0^  U*  (^n<  t:>  Lake  and  Peck's  Mill  on  the  north,  in 
1905.  also,  the  Tyler  street  line  was  built. 

This  year  ( 1906)  will  wimess  the  completion  of  the  company's  new 
power  house,  now  in  course  of  construction  on  Seymour  street,  directly 
south  of  the  site  of  old  horse  car  barns. 

In  i<><)_'  t'.ie  M<.'>srs.  Dolaii  iii\L'>-tc<l  lari^cly  in  tht-  n<«isac  \'alley 
'^trctt  i<aihvay  Ct  niuany  s  st"ck.  and  have  Ixen  largely  instrumental  in 
the  sub&eqtient  material  ilevelopniejit,  improvement  and  extensions  of 
that  system.  They  occup)'  official  relations  in  both  companies,  Peter 
C  Dolan  being  general  manager,  and  Patrick  H.  Dolan  superintendent 
of  the  Fittsfield  Street  Railway  Company,  and  both  being  general  man- 
agers <m'  tile  Iloosac  \  .alley  Street  Railway  t  tini|).any.  These  geiitli-men 
were  early  stockholders  of  the  .Stanley  I-.krtric  M.nuitacturing  I. Vjinpany 
and  original  stockholders  of  the  Berkshire  Loan  and  Trust  Company, 
Patrick  H.  Dolan  being  one  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  latter  in- 
.<5titution. 

Mr.  Peter  C.  I).  Ian  married  a  New  Britain  (Connecticut)  lady, 
a  f'-nner  sch<  ulniate,  .and  li.is  .1  daughter  and  four  s<  >n<:  Miss  Grace; 
Frank;  Charles;  Fretlerick.  and  George  Dolan.  The  family  are  mem- 
bers of  St.  Joseph's  church,  Pittsfield. 


212 


BERKSHIRE  COUNTY 


MRS.  MARY  L.  HINSDALE. 

Mrs.  Mary  L.  IJinsdale,  wife  of  James  H.  Hinsdale,  of  ^itt&iield, 
Massachusetts,  was  bom  in  Ware,  Massachusetts.  She  is  a  d  scendant 
of  Captain  Joseph  Hooker,  of  Massachusetts,  and  is  a  daughter  <  f  (kotgt 
H.  Gilbert  and  Elizabeth  J,  Hooker,  his  wife:  granddauj^^lner  )f  Hosea 

Hooker  aji*'  I'.liza  rndcrunod.  hi^  wii'c;  grcat-jjraiKMau.c^htc-i  of  John 
H<xikcr  ami  ilannali  ImcM,  liis  wife:  aivl  •.'reut-great-granddaughtcr  ot 
Josqih  Hooker  ami  Ruth  Powers,  his  wife. 

Joseph  Hooker  (ija^-ij^)  commanded  a  company  of  minute- 
men  at  the  Lexington  alarm.  He  was  Imm  in  Greenwich,  Massachu- 
setts, where  he  died. 


THOMAS  D.  PECK. 

Thomas  iV-ck.  dutiiu;  bis  cntiie  life  actively  irtorestetl  in 

manufacturing  and  financial  affair^  i^'  I'iit-held.  nuni!)eis  among  his 
ancestors  who  were  early  settlers  in  New  England,  thei  Kev.  John  Loth- 
rop,  the  Rev.  Chad  Brown,  Joseph  Collier,  Edward  Patterson,  Robert 
Sanford,  John  Baysey,  Robert  Ree^''e,  Thomas  Bliss,  Jeremy  Adams, 
John  Xc  tt,  Tliomas  Rirclianl.  Tlioinas  Lee.  Matthew  Reckwith.  Lyon 
Gardiner,  Stephen  Backus  and  W  illiam  Hyde.  The  founder  of  the 
family  in  America  was 

Deacon  Paul  Peck,  bom  probably  in  Essex  county,  England,  in 
1608,  died  at  Hartford,  Connecticut.  December  23, 1695  '*  married  lifortha 

 .    It  i<5  considered  probable  that  he  came  in  the  ship  "  Defence," 

in  1^)?;.  aiif!  Teniainefl  in  Ho^^ton  or  its  vicinitv  imtil  the  fnlloAvinir  vcar. 
for  he  l  ert.iirJy  rem  ■.  c  !  to  I  Ini  tf<  rd.  C  i  )miecticut,  ir  1636.  with  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Hooker  and  his  friends,  and  his  name  is  in  the  list  of  pro- 
prietors in  1639.   His  residence  in  Hartford  was  on  Washington  street. 
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not  far  from  the  tornier  Kx-atiun  of  Trinity  Collcijc.  He  was  a  deacon 
of  the  Congregational  churcli  fruni  ioHi  until  his  death.  In  his  will 
he  named  his  wife  Martlia  and  nine  children.    The  fifth  was 

Samuel  Peck,  born  1647,  died  in  West  Hartford,  Connecticut, 

January  10, 1696;  he  married  Elizabeth  ,  and  one  child  was  bom 

of  this  union,  who  was 

Sanniel  iVck.  Ixmi  in  West  ilartl'Miil.  O  inuHticr.t.  K^J.  (lio<l  De- 
ceniUer  9,  1765;  married,  March  6,  1701,  Abigail  Collier  who  died  Oc- 
tober 28,  1742,  daughter  u£  Josq>h  and  I£Uz:iheth  (Sanford)  Collier. 
He  settled  in  MifMletown,  Connecticut,  in  that  part  of  the  town  which 
is  now  included  in  Berlin.   Of  their  thirteen  children,  the  eighA  was 

Elisha  Peck,  bom  in  Kensington  (Berlin),  Connecticut,  March  11, 

17JO.  died  in  P.erli'i.  May  jtj.  17^12:  married  May  17.  1743.  Lydia  Peck, 
who  died  in  Litrhfield,  (  < Jimei  tii  ut,  aged  nincty-.six  years,  daughter  of 
John  and  Meliitable  (  Reeve)  Peck.  The  grandfathers  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Peck  were  brothers  so  in  consequence  they  were  second  cousins.  Mrs. 
Peck's  father  removed  to  Litchfield,  Connecticut,  about  the  year  172a 
Elisha  an<l  Lydia  IVck  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  the  third  was 

Klislia  T'eck,  born  in  Berlin.  C'<  iniecticnt.  I''ebrnar>-  25,  1757.  died 
in  Pittsfieid.  Massachusetts.  November  15,  1834;  married  Lucretia  Pat- 
terson, bora  in  Middletown,  Connecticut,  November  22,  1757,  died 
January  i,  1847,  a  daughter  of  Edward  and  Elizabeth  (Hills)  Patter- 
son. He  settled  in  I.enox  as  early  as  17S;.  and  there  both  he  and  his 
wife  were  buried,  althniigli  tliey  Ix  tii  dierl  in  Pittsfieid.  They  were  the 
parents  of  sc\c!i  children.     The  second  was 

Captain  Jabez  Peck,  liora  November  2,  1780.  died  March  10^  1867; 
he  married,  August  29,  1805,  Alice  Millard,  who  died  May  10,  1823. 
He  married  for  his  second  wife,  March  17,  1824,  Garissa  Lathrop,  who 
was  bom  in  June,  1789,  died  July  28,  1847.  daughter  of  Uriah  and 
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Lois  Lalhrop  of  Pittsfielcl.    His  grave  and  those  of  his  first  and  second 

wives  arc  in  the  Pittsfielcl  cemetery.  He  came  to  Pittsfield  in  i8i6  with 
his  brother  Elijah,  «in(l  estahlishcd  a  factory  lor  the  manufacture  of 
tinware  in  a  part  of  the  store  of  John  Burgoyne  Root,  which  stood 
on  the  site  of  the  house  occupied  by  Jabez  L.  Peck  at  a  later  date. 
A  branch  of  the  business  was  established  in  Richmond,  Virginia,  but 
after  a  period  of  time  was  discontinued.  His  first  wife  bore  him  three 
children,  and  his  second  wife  bore  him  five.    His  sixth  child  was 

Jabez  I^throp  Peck,  Ixtrn  in  Pitt^-ficld.  Massachusetts,  December 
7,  i8_'6.  died  April  5,  1895;  he  married  I-lizalx;th  Dowse,  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Casendiana  Dowse.  In  1844  his  father  and  uncle  pur- 
chased the  water  power  at  the  site  now  called  **  Peck's  lower  mill," 
where  they  established  a  cotton  factory,  and  in  1853  Jabez  L.  Peck 
bougrht  out  his  father's  interest,  and  his  uncle's  in  1834.  He  was  the 
sole  owner  until  iK<)0.  when  the  I'eck  Manulacturinj^^  Company  was 
incorporated,  with  a  capital  of  $i«:),ooo,  and  he  was  president  until 
his  death,  and  his  son  Thomas  D.  Peck  was  treasurer,  which  position 
he  still  holds.  In  1861  Mr.  Peck  began  the  manufacture  of  balmoral 
skirts,  in  company  with  Mr.  J.  L.  Kilboum,  and  that  led  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  Peck's  upi>er  mill.  The  business  grew  to  such  an  extent 
that  a  factory  wa<  built  at  1  niiisville.  Kentucky,  Mr.  Peck  buyins;  Mr. 
Kilbourn's  interest  in  i8<)8.  He  always  UH)k  a  leading  part  in  dutrch 
and  town  affairs,  was  deacon  and  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School 
and  was  a  prtnninent  factor  in  the  organization  of  the  Peck  and  Russell 
Sunday  School,  from  which  has  grown  a  church  with  a  fine  building 
of  its  own.  He  was  chief  of  the  fire  department  from  1868  to  1873, 
was  elected  the  first  aldcrnian  from  his  ward  when  the  town  became  a 
city,  was  twice  elected  may<»r.  and  ril<o  served  as  water  C' >minissioner. 
He  was  a  director  in  the  Agricultural  National  Batik,  the  Berkshire 


Digitized  by  Googl( 


ISLKKSHJKE  COUNTY 


215 


Lite  Insurance  Luniixmy,  the  C  enietery  Associatiun,  and  president  ut 
the  Berkshire  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company.  lie  was  always  prom- 
inent in  Mascmic  circles.  Mr.  Peck  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  of  whom  two  sur\'ived  him,  a  son  and  daughter.  The 
son  was 

TlMni.is  Oowse  iVck.  niarrie<l  June  15.  18S1.  Mary  W.  Davis,  horn 
in  Xorih  Aiulover,  Masi■achus•^ett^.  Ai)ril  J4.  1S5S.  died  March  5,  1889. 
daughter  of  George  L.  and  irlarriet  K.  Davis,  lie  married  (second) 
Mrs.  Mary  (.Mien)  Hulbert,  whose  parentage  and  ancestry  are  given 
dsewhere.  Mr.  Peck  occupies  the  homestead  on  East  street,  in  Pittsfield, 
in  which  his  father  spent  so  many  years  of  his  life.  He  attends  the 
First  Ccn;,'rej;ati(  nal  Churcli.  and  laki^  an  active  interest  in  all  branches 
Ot  work  connecleil  with  the  church  and  Snn<lay  sclinol. 

Mar>'  Allen  Peck,  wife  of  Thomas  D.  Peck,  is  a  descendant  of  En- 
glish ancestors  who  seated  themselves  in  .America  in  early  colonial  days. 

William  Allen,  bom  in  England,  died  in  Salisbury,  Massachusetts, 
June  18.  ir>86:  married  Ann  Gooflale.  who  diefl  1678.  and  he  married 
(second)  Alice  (name  unknown  i.  uIm  (hed  April  i.  1^)87.  He  was 
granted  four  acres  of  land  on  Deer  Island,  Newbur)',  Massachusetts, 
June  19,  1638.  Deer  Island  has  been  for  many  years  past  the  hospitable 
home  of  Richard  L.  Spoffnrd,  Esq..  and  his  wife,  the  distinguished 
authoress,  Harriet  Prescott  SpoflFord.  In  1639  the  names  of  William 
Allen  and  sixty-se\'en  others  are  in  the  oritjinal  list  of  townsmen  of 
Salisbury.  Noveml)er  7.  1630.  he  wa-^  jLrrautcl  in  tin-  first  di\ision  of 
lands  one  acre  for  a  house  lot,  four  acres  for  a  i)lantin|f  k»t,  and  two 
acres  of  meadow.  He  was  chosen  constable  March  11,  1649, 
veyor  of  highways  March  14.  1672.  His  first  wife.  Ann  (joodale,  was 
daughter  of  Richard  and  Ann  Goodale.  of  Salisbury.  Massachusetts. 
He  had  eleven  children,  of  whom  the  se%'enth  was 
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Benjamin  Allen,  born  in  Salishui  v,  1052.  died  Sci)tcml)cr  1723. 
ile  married.  ScptcnilKM-  3,  i^>%.  Rachel  Wheeler,  widow  of  Henr}' 
Wheeler.    She  died  May.  1694,  and  he  married  (second)  November 
13,  1699.  Hopestili  Leonard,  who  died  1754.   He  was  chosen  hayward 
in  Salisbury,  1692:  and  in  1693  bought  land  lying  partly  in  Swanzey 
and  partly  in  Rehoboth.  to  which  place  he  removed,  and  was  elected 
representative.  May,  1704.    He  had  four  children  by  bis  first  ivife.  and 
eight  by  the  second.    His  second  child,  lienjamin,  was  born  in  Salis- 
bitPk',  Massachusetts.  May  20,  i68q:  his  wife's  name  is  not  known,  but 
he  had  a  son  Benjamin,  who  married,  in  Rehoboth,  December  i, 
1737,  Susanna  Thresher,  born  in  Rehoboth,  May  22,  1710,  daughter 
of  Arthur  and  Mary  (Stevens)  Thresher.     Benjamin  and  Susanna 
had  tlircc  cliildrcn.    Tlie  first  was  r.annhas.  born  in  Rchob<ith.  April 
29.  1741;  married,  at  Providence.  Rhode  Island,  February  12.  1761, 
Amey  ^Camp,  bom  in  Rehoboth,  September  13,  1744,  daughter  of 
Nicholas  and  Amey  (Perry)  Camp.  They  had  fourteen  children.  They 
were  in  Adams.  Berkshire  county,  as  early  as  1771.  and  Mr.  Allen  was 
a  member  of  the  Baptist  church  in  Stafford  Hill.  New  Providence,  now 
Chester.    He  "=erved  on  three  occasions  in  the  rcvobition.  in  Colonel 
Benjamin  Sini'>nd's  Berkshire  county  resjimcnt.    His  third  child  was 
Reuben,  bom  in  Rehoboth,  June  12,  1765.  died  in  Sweden,  New  York. 
August  15.  1822.  He  married  Hannah  Way.  bom  in  Westfield.  Mas- 
sachusetts. November  12.  1774.  died  October  25,  1833,  daughter  of 
Martin  and  Hannah  (Sterling)  Way.     They  removed  frtmi  Adams. 
Massachusetts,  to  .^^princrfield.  Otseiro  eotmty.  New  York,  in  T7f*o. 
later*  to  Sweden.  New  York.    He  had  nine  children.    The  fourth  was 
Dr.  Sterling  Way  Allen,  bora  July  27.  180T,  died  May  16,  1883: 
married,  July  30.  1829,  Maty  Ann  Hannibal,  bora  November  4,  1806. 
died  May  2,  1892,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Polly  (Beach)  Hannibal.  Dr. 
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Alleii  rcnu/ved  lo  Pnntiac,  Miclii^n,  in  1825,  and  practiced  medicine 
there  until  1854.  when  he  removed  to  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan.  He 
had  three  children,  of  whom  the  youngest  was  the  father  of  Mrs.  Peck. 
He  was 

Dr.  Charles  Sterling  Allen,  bom  in  Pontiac.  Michigan,  May  16, 
1836.  dit-d  Octi  ber  14.  iS<;4,  lie  married.  Dcienilier  j,  i8rK),  Anjcnett 
Holootnh.  Jx^rn  March  18,  1840,  daughter  oi  Truman  and  IMiclx?  (Pike) 
Holcomb.  Mrs.  .Allen  now  (1903)  resides  with  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Peck,  in  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts.  Mrs.  Peck  married  (first)  Thomas 
H.  Hulbert.  and  (second)  Thomas  D.  Peck,  of  Pittsfield.  Mrs.  Peck 
numbers  among  her  ancestors  who  were  early  settlers  in  this  country, 
Richard  Wlicclcr:  Nicholas  Canip.  who  in  17 16  married  Ann  Pnllen : 
Anthony  Perry  and  w  ife  Fdiz.'ilx?th ;  Sannicl  Carpenter  and  wife  Sarah 
Redaway;  John  Buttcr>vorth  and  wife  Sarah;  Robert  Wheaton;  George 

Way  and  wife  Elizabeth  Smith;  Joseph  Vest  and  wife,    B«d- 

dington:  Thomas  Lee  and  wife  Phebe  Brown,  who  was  a  daughter 

of  the  Rev.  Chad  Brown:   Kirtland:  Edward  Smith  and  wife 

F.]izal)eth  Piliss.  £:;-rand<l;iu,i,Hitcr  of  T1iomn<?  and  Marfraret  Rhss:  Will- 
iam Sterlincf  and  wife  Ann  Cwidow  Xeal)  ;  Reinnld  ATnrvin,  r.rMrgc 
Qarke  and  wife  Sarah:  John  Mack  and  wife  Sarah  Bagl^;  Henry 
Bennett  and  wife  Sarah  Champion,  daughter  of  Henry  Champion; 
Anthony  Annable,  horn  in  England  in  1599.  who  came  over  in  1623 
'with  wife  Jane  Alcock  and  daughter  Sarah,  and  was  deputy  for 
thirteen  years,  and  formed  a  cotnpnnv  in  1^)42  of  which  Miles  Standish 
was  captain,  to  fju.ird  .i^aiii'-t  Indians:  Tli"nia«  P>cach  and  wife  Sarah 
Piatt,  daughter  of  Richard  Piatt,  of  Milford.  Connecticut;  William 
Tyler  and  wife  Abigail  Terrill,  daughter  of  Roger  Terrill,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Thomas  Uffbrd :  Elder  John  Strong  and  wife  Abigail  Ford, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Ford,  of  Windsor,  Connecticut;  Henry  Woodward; 
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John  liigt'istjll ;  Thunias  l{aci>n  aiKi  wile  Avis;  W  illiam  Bucll ;  lulward 
Griswold  and  wife  Margaret — ail  the  foregoing  being  through  her 
father.  Dr.  Charles  S.  Allen. 

On  the  maternal  side  Mrs.  Peck  is  descended  from  Thomas  Hoi- 
comb  and  wife  Elizabeth  Bliss,  giving  another  Bliss  line;  Peter  Budl 
and  wife  Martha  GMtzens;  Thomas  Buttolph  and  wife  Ann;  John 
Hoisin^ton.  Uirou^li  s<>ii  James,  lK)rn  in  Soulliinf^ton.  Connecticut,  ij-'i, 
whv  married  Elizabetli  Richards,  daughter  of  Thomas  Richards;  llufjh 
Pike,  bom  1657,  and  wife  Sarah  Brown,  granddaughter  of  Thomas  and 
Mar>'  Brown ;  John  Kdley,  bom  in  England ;  Richard  Knight  and  wife 
Agnes  CofHey;  William  Stickney,  bora  1592,  and  wife  Elizabeth;  An- 
thony Morse  and  wife  Mar>';  Lionel  Chute  and  wife  Rose  Baker;  Daniel 
Epps  and  wife  Martha  Read. 

JOHN  THOMAS  BARRY.  • 

John  Tliomas  Barry,  proprietor  of  the  Wilson  House,  the  leading 
hotel  of  North  Adams,  was  bom  in  that  place  Jtmc  18,  1853,  his 

parcnt>;  heint^"  W'ilham  and  Marj^arct  ( lUickley)  Barry.  Tlic  father 
was  employed  for  a  tiunil  or  of  vcars  in  the  Kaqle  mill,  owned  and 
operated  by  A.  W.  Ricliards  and  Samuel  Gaylord.  The  mother  was 
a  daughter  of  Daniel  Buckley,  who  was  a  leading  butcher  of  North 
Adams,  and  was  at  one  time  the  owner  of  a  large  tract  of  land  which 
is  now  known  as  Kempville.  and  is  within  the  city  limits. 

Joim  Tliomas  Harry  when  a  lx>y  of  nine  years  was  employed  in  the 
old  Estey  mill  on  River  street,  working  for  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents 
a  week.  When  sixteen  years  of  age  he  secured  a  position  in  the  Arnold 
Printing  Works,  where  he  remained  until  ti^-enty-five  years  of  age.  He 
then  embarked  upon  an  independent  business  career  as  a  dealer  in  wines 
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and  liquors.  In  1899  he  leased  the  Wilson  House,  which  was  erected 
by  A.  B.  Wilson,  inventor  of  the  Wheeler  &  Wilson  sewing  machine, 
at  a  cost  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  thousand  dollars.  It  contains 
one  hundred  el^ntly  furnished  roorhs,  and  has  the  reputation  of  being^ 

one  <it  tlie  l)cst  hotels  in  western  Massachusetts.  It  is  the  lieatUiuarters 
of  coninieicial  travelers  visiting  this  section  ni  the  country,  and  the  cafe 
is  without  a  superior  in  the  vicinity.  Mr.  Bany  is  veiy  popular  with 
the  traveling  public  and  with  his  fellow  citizens  in  his  native  town. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  also 
of  the  North  Adams  Court,  Foresters  of  America. 


JENKS  FAMILY. 

'llie  Jenks  family  of  Adams,  of  which  the  late  Danid  and  the  late 
Hon.  Edwin  F.  Jenks  were  distinguished  representatives,  is  of  early 
New  England  origin,  and  its  members  from  its  original  American  pro- 
genitor down  to  the  present  time  ha\e  ])een  iclentitied  with  the  develop- 
ment and  maintenance  ut  the  industrial  interests  of  Massachusetts  and 
otiier  states. 

They  are  the  descendants  of  Joseph  Jenks,  who  was  bom  at  Ham- 
mersmith, county  of  Middlesex,  England,  in  1602.  This  Joseph  had  a 
son  bom  in  1632,  who,  according  to  an  authoritative  record,  was  known 

as  (Governor  Joseph,  an-l  who  is  said  tu  Iia\  e  iiiiij^rated  to  Massachusetts 
Bay  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  Infi  rniation  at  hand  docs  ncjt  state 
clearly  whether  one  or  butli  of  these  Joseplis  came  to  America  but  if  the 
date  of  Govcmor  Joseph's  birth  as  given  here  is  correct,  it  must  have 
been  the  latter's  father  who  became  the  first  iron-founder,  die-sinker  and  Digitized  by  G 
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emor  Wtnthrop,  purchased  of  one  Thomas  Hudson  a  tract  of  land  in 
Saugus  (afterward  Lynn)  containing  three  thousand  acres,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  estnMishini^  an  iron-foundr)'.  The  first  foreman  of  this  foundry 
was  Joseph  Jcnks,  and  in  the  year  just  nientioned  he  produced  from 
•  Ills  own  casting  the  first  metallic  implement  ever  manufactured  in  Xew 
England,  namely:  an  iron  kettle,  which,  in  conformity  with  a  stipula- 
tion made  at  the  time  of  the  bnd  purchase,  was  presented  to  Thomas 
Hudson.  This  kettle  has  heen  long*  one  of  the  most  valued  antiquities 
aii'l  proniincnt  dhjcct'^  <'t  interest  in  the  collecti  iii  of  the  L\  iin  Historical 
Society.  In  a  dinry  kept  by  an  early  Saugii^  >eiiler  which  is  still  in 
existence,  there  is  an  entry  bearing  the  date  August  4,  165 1,  reading 
thus: 

"Alt  these  imn  workes  they  do  make  all  kinds  of  affaires,  such 
as  the  first  sawmill  and  water  wheel  chains,  plow  irons,  scythes,  boltes, 
and  ye  like.   And  their  axes  and  trammels  be  strong  and  well  shaped. 

Some  of  ye  \v<irl:nic!i  be  oxieetliiiiilv  skillful  and  ye  fame  <»f  ye  works 
be  verie  great,  ^  e  workes  be  m<>stlie  l  uiicd  by  certain  rich  men  in 
Old  England,  but  some  of  ye  richest  and  wisest  mcji  have  something 
to  do  with  these  wurkes,  which  showeth  ye  they  think  them  worth." 

Connected  with  these  works  was  a  machine  shop  in  which  Joseph 
Jenks  constructed  the  first  fire-engines  used  in  America,  and  this  fact 
is  attested  f)y  an  act  of  the  Boston  town  meeting  held  March  i,  1654.  as 

follows:  '*  The  SeleotiiH-n  li;:\c  p<  wer  -.uv]  liberty  to  agree  with  J^'^cph 
Jenks.  for  engines  to  convey  water  in  case  of  fire,  it  they  see  cause  to  do 
so."  The  die  for  the  famous  Pine  Tree  Shillings  was  made  at  the 
Saugus  works  hy  Joseph  Jenks  from  a  design  by  his  wife  Elizabeth,  and 
in  reference  to  this  first  coinage  in  New  England  it  is  worthy  of  note 
that  t'he  original  design  contained  no  sign  denoting  a  ret  <  unition  of 
British  authority,  thus  constituting  the  first  art  of  independence  on  the 
part  of  the  colrmists  toward  the  mother  country.    It  is  claimed  on  good 
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authority  that  Jcseiih  Jcnks  was  the  inventor  of  the  common  hand  scythe, 
ami  that  iie  was  granted  a  patent  llicretjii,  thus  bringing  to  the  Jenks 
family  the  distinct;'  n  of  having  been  awarded  the  lirst  mcchauical  patent 
in  the  new  world.  It  was  a  novelty  at  the  time,  and  was  referred  to  by 
an  early  chronicler  as  an  implement  for  **  the  more  ^leedie  cutting  of 
grass."  The  site  of  the  Saugus  iron  works,  which  ceased  operations 
about  the  year  if)8H,  is  marked  by  an  iron  tablet  placed  there  by  the  Lynn 
Historical  Scciety,  and  inscribed  thus: 

*'  The  I'trst  Iron  Works.  The  first  successful  iron  works  in  this 
country  established  here.  Foundry  crectcl  in  i'>  i.v  Jo.sq)ii  Jenks  built 
a  forge  here  in  1^147  and  in  i'")52  made  the  ilies  lor  tlie  lir>t  silver  money 
coined  in  New  England.  In  1O54  he  made  the  first  fire  engine  in 
America." 

Some  time  prior  to  the  abandonment  of  the  Sangais  plant,  Joseph 
Jcnks  severed  his  ciinnectinn  with  it  and  went  to  Rhode  Uland,  where 
his  sun  \\  illiam  was  bom  in  i''74.  I'roni  the  latter  the  line  ul  descent 
is  through  Dr.  John  (3),  Edmund  (4),  Samuel  (5),  Daniel  (6),  to 
Edwin  F.  (7)  Jenks.  Dr.  John  Jenks  became  an  extensive  land  holder 
in  Rhode  Island,  owning  at  the  time  of  his  death  the  greater  portion  of 
the  township  -if  SmithficM,  his  po^isc^isions  lia\  ing  embraced  nearly  three 
towns,  including  that  of  W'oonsockel.  His  son  IMmund,  who  was  the 
first  of  the  family  to  visit  Northern  Berkshire,  made  his  initial  journey 
here  in  1768  on  horseback,  and  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land  extending 
from  Stafford's  Hill  to  the  village  of  Adams.  In  July  of  the  following 
yenr  he  returned  to  Adams  in  the  same  manner,  accompanied  by  his 
wife  and  e!dc-t  datighter,  preceding  tlie  rest  of  the  family,  who.  together 
with  the  houseliold  go(xls.  came  1  11  <'x-teanis.  Edmiuid  Jenks  was  the 
father  of  eight  children:  Kuth.  .Annie,  George,  Dr.  William.  Charles, 
Samuel^  Thomas  and  Edmimd.   Thomas  and  Edmund  died  at  the  age 
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of  eighty-ihrte  years.  (Ie«irge  at  sixt} -tlirce,  William  at  sixty-seven,  and 
Charles  died  at  eighty-one  years. 

Samuel,  fourth  son  of  Edmund  Jenks,  Sr.,  engaged  extensively  in 
agricultural  •nvsuits  and  also  in  manufacturing.  He  operated  a  saw  and 
grist  mill  on  ihc  site  of  the  present  plant  of  the  L.  L.  Brown  Paper 
Company  in  A(ianl•^.  au'l  w  ith  liis  «Mins.  \\  illiaiii  and  Daniel,  niannfact- 
ured  cotton  cloth  untiJ  about  tlie  year  1S37.  lie  was  one  of  the  first  to 
discern  the  true  character  and  extent  of  the  industrial  iesources  of  this 
locality,  and  he  utilized  them  as  far  as  was  possible  at  that  early  period. 
He  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  Of  his  two  sons, 
Wilfiam  and  Daniel,  the  former,  who  ne\'cr  married,  was  a  >|;ood  busi- 
ness man,  lint  a  retiring;'  (li>i)i  situ  in.  and  alway?  re>^Mlcd  \\  itli  his 
brother  at  the  old  family  homestead  on  the  c<jmer  of  Center  and  Com- 
mercial streets. 

Daniel  (6)  Jenks  was  bom  at  the  Jenks  homestead  in  1779.  He 
was  naturally  active  and  enerRetic,  and  although  possessed  of  abundant 

menns  He  yinn:ci|)ated  in  the  ictiv  ities  nf  life  tn  their  fnllest  extent,  tlev<jt- 
ing  his  efforts  from  early  inanhot)d  to  extreme  old  age  to  developing  the 
industrial  opportunities  ami  enlarging  the  business  interests  of  Adams. 
With  his  brother  WilUam  and  their  nephew,  I.cvi  L.  Brown,  he  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  paper,  establishing  in  1849  the  firm  of  L.  L.  Brown 
and  Compai^y.  whose  products  subsequently  acquired  a  world-wide  repu- 
tation, and  froni  which  de\(.I<i])ed  the  well-known  L.  L.  Brown  corpora- 
lion,  organized  in  tS/J-  The  early  snccess  of  the  enterprise  was  due  in 
no  small  measure  to  his  business  ability  and  progressive  tendencies, 
qitalities  which  he  also  used  in  various  other  directions  with  advantage. 
The  welfare  of  the  town  as  a  unit  .seemefl  dearer  to  him  than  his  own 
private  interests,  and  he  is  therefore  remembered  by  those  of  his  genera- 
tion now  living,  not  only  as  the  most  prtmiincnt  business  man  of  his 
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day,  but  also  as  a  high-minded,  public-spirited  citizen  who  never  for  a 

sin<;le  ir.iiniont  <'t?.cntrU(l  to  the  lexcl  i>i  -.elli^li  i^nc"!.  In  jxilitio  he  \\;is 
an  e\cni])l:'.i  \  Denn^crat  nf  the  uKI  -clnml.  but  he  never  i>articii)atcd  ac- 
tively in  political  affairs,  althungh  his  sterling  worth  and  universal  pop- 
ularity made  him  extremely  eligible  to  public  ofF.ce.  He  was  a  man  of 
commandincr  presence  and  stiperior  musadar  development,  possessed  of 
an  ever-srr.ilinjr  countcnnnet.  and  above  all  was  so  affable  and  ctmrteous 
that  he  easih  made  and  inaintamed  to  tlie  cnil  a  lar<;e  nunilx:r  of  warm 
friendships.  Daniel  Jenks  died  in  February.  1879,  at  tlie  age  of  nearly 
eighty  years. 

Edwin  F.  (7)  Jenks  was  bum  in  182 1.  At  an  early  age  he  became 
connectetl  with  the  firm  of  L.  L.  Brown  and  Company,  and  subsequently 
relieved  hi'^  father  of  tlie  care<  of  the  latter's  business  and  real  estate 
interests.  He  was  given  eiuire  ciiarge  of  the  company's  outside  affairs, 
and  during  the  excitement  attending  the  opening  of  the  Pennsylvania  oil 
fields  he  visited  that  locality  in  its  interest,  purchasing  several  farms 
which  proved  exceedingly  profitable  investments.  In  association  with 
L.  L.  Brown  and  WilHani  \\'hitinfj  he  orj^anized  the  XMiitinR"  Paper  Com- 
pany of  Tlolyoke,  Massachusetts,  in  1865.  and  became  its  treasurer.  The 
equal  of  his  father  in  lni<itiess  ability,  integrity  and  sound  judgment,  he 
also  resembled  him  in  other  respects,  particularly  so  in  his  absolute  free- 
dom from  sdfishness,  and  he  devoted  a  considerable  portion  of  his 
valuable  time  to  those  who  needed  the  advice  and  assistance  of  an  upright 
man.  ser\inij  without  conii)cnsatioii  ns  a<lviser  to  the  inex[>erienced,  and 
PS  tru^^tee  t<>r  wid(jws.  and  guar(Han  for  the  proiKrrty  of  minors,  many 
of  whom  have  ever  since  retained  for  him  a  warm  place  in  their  memory 
for  the  kind  interest  he  manifested  in  their  welfare.  In  1854  and  1855 
Mr.  Jenks  represented  Adams  in  the  state  legislature,  and  from  that  time 
forward  be  was  an  active  participant  in  civic  affairs.  In  1857-58  he  was 
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a  mcniher  of  (iuvcriKir  ( iartlncr'.-  council,  and  in  i8f>j-(\^  lie  servctl  in  the 
state  senate,  to  which  he  was  elected  by  the  Republican  party.  He  sub- 
sequeiitly  tiecame  a  valued  member  ut  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Wor- 
cester Insane  Asylum.  His  lejn'slative  service  was  not  alone  in  the  inter- 
est of  Berkshire  county,  hut  proved  a  benefit  to  the  entire  commonwealth, 
as  lie  \va«  a  staunch  supixirtcr  <  i  the  llfxisac  Tunnel  project,  and 
successlully  advocate*!  the  state  loans  necessar)'  for  the  com- 
pletion of  that  avenue  of  commerce  connecting  New  England  di- 
rectly with  the  Empire  State,  and  therdjy  shortening  the  route  to 
the  great  west.  He  was  of  a  cheerful  disposition,  attractive  in 
both  manner  and  appearance,  possessing  all  the  characteristics  of  a  per- 
fect fjcntlcm.'Mi :  was  bright,  witty  and  inclined  tn  humor;  was  foiul  of 
athletic  sports  and  of  :Mim>^ements :  and  during  the  memorable  trip  of 
Governor  Banks  and  the  other  state  officials  over  tlie  Hoosac  Mountains 
in  the  interest  of  the  tunnel,  he  was  the  life  of  the  occasion.  Edwin 
F.  Jenks  died  in  1868  and  it  has  often  been  regretted  that  he  could  not 
have  been  spared  to  witness  the  official  opening-  oi  the  Hoosac  Tunnel,  the 
completion  <  f  which  he  was  so  largely  instrumental  in  securing. 

In  1842  Mr.  Jenks  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Nancy  S. 
Fisk,  daughter  of  Daniel  Fisk.  She  stn'vived  her  husband,  her  death 
having  occurred  in  188 1,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years.  Edwin  F.  and 
Nancy  S.  Jenks  were  the  parents  of  four  children:  i.  Edmund  D. 
]Qvk-^  was  ir.nnicd  lo  Marv  Georifc,  of  Martinsburj^h,  Xew  York, 
in  i8(>8.  He  died  at  Adams.  Massachusetts,  in  1889,  and  she  died  there 
in  1899.  Six  diildren  were  bom  to  them,  of  whom  four  are  now  living: 
Edwin  F.,  Grace  M.,  Nancy  M.  and  Ernest  Claude.  Edwin  F.  was  mar- 
Digitized  by  Google 


BERKSHIRE  COUNTY 


225 


New  York,  in  1868.  They  have  one  son,  Daniel  A.,  all  living  in  Holyoke, 
Massachusetts.   !Ntr.  Jenks  has  been  identified  with  the  manufacture  of 

pajxT  all  his  life,  and  is  at  the  present  time  president  of  the  L.  L.  Brown 
Paijcr  Gtni]);:ny.  <>i  Ail.iuKs,  Massaclnisetts. 

3.  W  illiam  S.  Jciiks  was  married  to  Cornelia  B.  Dean,  oi  Qieshire, 
Massachusetts,  in  1881.  She  died  in  1905,  leaving  her  husband  and  two 
daughters,  Mildred  D.  and  Jessica  E.,  all  now  living  at  the  Jenks  home- 
stead in  Adams,  Massachusetts. 

4.  Lnc'.-  n.  Ji-iik.s  w.iv  inai ricfl  in  to  I'.dwanl  J.  Noble,  and 
they  have  one  son,  K(»bert  E.,  all  now  ii\  ing  at  Adanis,  Massachusetts. 


KDW  IX  V.  JKNKS. 

Kdw  in  l".  Jenks.  son  of  the  late  ICdniund  D.  Jenks  (see  Jenks  fam- 
ily), received  his  preliminary  schooling  in  Adams  and  was  graduated 
from  Williams  College,  class  of  1893.  Immediately  thereafter  he  became 
associated  with  the  L.  L.  Brown  Paper  Company,  Adams,  with  which 
company  he  is  ctill  cmiuH  tcd. 

lie  married  in  (\n<iber,  1905,  Elizabeth  K.,  daughter  of  the  late 
John  S.  Adams,  of  Adams. 


CAKLTOX  THOMAS  TIIKLrS. 

Carlton  Thomas  Phelps,  of  North  Adanis,  Massachusetts,  is  a  worthy 
representative  in  the  present  generation  of  one  of  the  early  settled  fam- 
ilies of  this  country,  his  ancestors  being  among  the  men  who  founded  a 

nation  in  tlic  face  of  diflicultios  and  dangers  which  would  have  deterred 
those  of  less  heroic  mould.  The  founder  of  the  branch  of  the  family  to 
which  he  belongs  was  William  Phelps,  a  native  of  England,  from  whence 
he  emigrated  in  1630,  settling  in  Boston,  ^fassachusetts. 
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Carlton  T.  Phelps  was  born  October  13,  1867,  in  New  Ashford, 
Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts,  a  son  of  George  W.  and  Celestia  R. 
Phelps,  nattA-es  of  Williamstown  and  New  Ashford,  Massadhtisetts,  rt- 

spt-ctix t'ly.  1  If  was  cdrcatetl  in  the  pi'.blic  scIitM)ls  of  Xortli  Atlaiiis,  and 
ll(i>t«iii  I'liivciMtv  L'lw  ScIi"h].  aiul  attfr  his  urailuation  I'lcin  the  latter 
institution  was  admitted  to  the  Berkshire  Ijar.  in  1H91.  He  ininiciliately 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  Iiis  profession  in  North  Adanis,  and  being  a 
man  of  sound  and  active  mind,  and  impressed  with  the  seriousness  of  pro- 
fessional life,  industrious,  and  of  affable  demeanor,  he  has  gathered  about 
him  a  clientage  of  respectable  proportions.  He  has  also  devoted  a  great 
share  of  his  time  in  the  public  service.  He  was  a  member  of  the  state 
legislature  from  the  first  Berkshire  district.  iS(>4  and  1895;  in  the  latter 
iianifd  \  car  was  appointed  special  justice  of  the  district  cnurt  of  northerti 
Berkshire;  .nul  in  !Sv>7  a])pi>inted  standinj^  justice  of  the  same  ciaul.  in 
which  capacity  he  is  now  serving  (1905  ).  His  long  period  of  service  in 
this  office  is  an  eloquent  testimonial  to  his  ability  as  an  adjudicator  as 
well  as  of  his  sterling  integrity.  Mr.  Phelps  has  also  taken  an  interest 
in  institutions  which  will  benefit  the  people  of  the  ccnnmunity,  and  has 
servetl  as  president  of  the  Berkshire  County  Co-Operative  Bank,  and  as 
a  director  of  the  North  Adams  National  Bank  and  the  North  .Adams 
Trust  Company.  Mr.  Phelps  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  a  member 
of  the  Free  and  Accq>lcd  Masons  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Felkws. 

.Mr.  Phelps  married,.  Aucrust  17.  1SS6,  at  North  Adams.  Mas-,;ic!in- 
setts.  Virginia  Turner,  daughter  'tf  Thomas  ami  Mary  Turner.  Their 
children  are;  Christine  Mi  hired,  bom  North  Adams,  October  5,  1887. 
a  student  at  Vassar  College;  and  Gordon  Winfield,  bom  North  Adams. 
August  II.  1898.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phelps  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  in  the  work  of  which  body  they  take  a  keen  and  active 
interest. 
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HEXRY  WALBRIDGE  TAFT. 

The  late  Henr>'  W'albridge  Taft,  president  of  the  Third  National 
Bank  of  PittsfieUI,  from  the  <kite  of  the  opening  of  the  doors  of  that  insti- 
tution for  business  in  1881,  up  to  the  time  of  his  decease,  ^cp^^^r 

190.4.  wa;^  Iv.rii  in  Siindfi  lainl.  X<  >\  ciiil  13,  1S18,  son  of  Horace  W. 
Tal't.  ills  educalit  n  was  cuiiipleted  at  the  old  Amherst  Acadaiiy.  When 
nineteen  years  of  age  he  went  to  Lenox  to  enter  the  newspaper  business, 
and  for  some  time  was  editor  of  the  "  Massadiusetts  Eagle."  In  a 
few  years  he  resigne<l  his  position  in  the  editorial  sanctum,  and  studied 
law  in  the  office  of  the  hte  TTcnry  W.  Rishop,  who  for  years  was  judge 
of  the  court  of  coiniiioii  \)]c:i<. 

The  office  ot  Judge  Hishop  made  an  excellent  place  for  the  study  of 
jurisprudence,  and  Mr.  Taft,  having  a  very  logical  mind,  naturally  was 
an  apt  scholar.  In  1841  he  was  admitted  to  the  Berkshire  bar.  At  once 
thereafter  he  moved  over  to  West  Stockbridge,  forming  a  partnership 
with  Kobhins  Kcllouy.  and  there  remained  for  ten  years.  Tn  1847  he 
was  seiit  to  the  legislature  as  representative  frntn  West  St(  ►ckbridj^^c  on 
the  Republican  ticket.  In  1853  he  was  appointed  roister  of  probate  for 
Berkshire  county,  and  at  once  returned  to  Lenox,  which  was  then  the 
county  seat.  He  held  the  office  of  register  for  two  years,  and  in  1856 
was  appointed  clerk  of  the  coimty  courts  by  the  supreme  court  of  Massa- 
chusetts to  fi'l  out  the  unexpired  terin  "t  ("liarles  Sedj^vick.  From  that 
year  until  his  refusal  to  accept  a  renomination  in  the  fall  o£  1896,  Mr. 
Taft  held  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  courts  continuously.  There  was  only 
one  year  when  he  had  any  opposition -from  the  Democratic  party,  that 
some  fifteen  years  ago,  when  the  Democrats  nominated  John  F.  Van 
Detisen.  who  came  within  one  hundred  votes  of  winning  out.  Mr.  Taft 
was  always  nominated  by  the  Kejnihiicans,  inflorscd  by  the  Democrats. 
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uiul  kit  many  years  received  tlie  largest  vote  of  any  candidate  on  the 
county  ticket. 

The  Berkshire  cofunty  courts' were  removed  from  Lenox  to  Pittsfidd 
in  1871  and  on  September  12th  of  that  year  the  present  court  house  was 
dedicated.   There  was  a  distingtiished  company  »  1  pi  pie  present,  and 

Mr.  Tatt  delivered  the  histcric.il  a-ltlrc-'S.  Tlie  jiaper  was  one  ul  the 
best  historical  addresses  given  in  this  section,  and  covered  i<  ■  r  <  lumns 
of  newspaper  space.  The  county  papers  at  that  time  printed  tlte  en- 
tire address.  Rev.  Dr.  Todd  pronounced  the  invocation;  Marshall  Wil- 
cox gave  a  brief  address,  but  the  historical  address  of  Mr.  Taft  was 
the  principal  feature  of  the  exercises, 

111  past  years  Mr.  Tatt  held  many  positions  of  trust  in  c<>r]X)rations 
and  companies.  He  was  one  of  the  original  incoqx>rators  of  tlio  Third 
National  Bank  in  1881,  was  elected  its  first  president,  and  held  the  office 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  Under  his  careful  and  conservative  manage- 
ment the  bank  early  became  one  of  the  strong  financial  institutions  of 
the  city  and  has  so  remained  since  it  was  established.  Mr.  Taft  was  for 
years  president  of  the  iM  Stockbridtje  and  rittsficltl  raihoad.  a  director 
from  1879,  and  second  vice  prcsiilent  fi<»m  i8<72  of  the  Berkshire  Life 
Insurance  Company;  a  director  of  the  Housatonic  National  Bank  in 
Stodcbridge;  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Berkshire  Athenaeum,  and  for 
years  was  an  active  member  of  the  Monday  Evening  Gub,  to  which 
he  contributed  many  jiapers  of  real  interest.  From  1876  to  18^)3  Mr. 
Taft  was  a  trustee  of  the  State  Lnnatic  Asylum  at  Xorthampton.  He 
w.i<  a  meml)er  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  and  the  American 

Antiquarian  Society.   He  po.ssessed  excellent  literary  tastes,  was  a  coti?-  , 
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one  very  interesting  little  stor>'  that  is  told  of  Mr.  Taft  when  he  was 
editor  of  the  "Massachusetts  Eagle"  in  Lenox.  That  was  a  staunch 
Republican  paper,  and  in  its  issues  before  election  he  had  strongly  urged 
all  the  voters  in  the  town  to  be  sure  and  get  out  to  vote.  When  election 

day  came  an<l  the  Ixillots  Iiad  Ix'cn  conntol.  it  was  found  tliat  every 
registered  voter  in  town  had  cast  his  ballot  with  one  exception,  and 
Mr.  Taft  himself  was  that  exception. 

Soon  after  coming  to  Pittsfield,  Mr.  Taft  joined  the  First  Congre- 
gationat  church,  and  was  an  active  member  and  regular  attendant  iratit 
his  failinjr  licaltli  kept  him  away.  He  cared  little  for  societies  and  fra- 
ternal organizations  and  never  joined  them.  While  quite  often  going 
to  the  court  house,  Mr.  Taft  was  seldom  seen  in  the  superior  court  rocHn. 
He  said  that  he  never  seemed  at  home  there. 

As  a  writer  of  poetry  Mr.  Taft  gained  considerable  local  fame  es- 
pecially amonc:  the  court  house  attendants  nnd  inctnlx^rs  of  the  Berk- 
shire bar.  While  cases  were  being  tried  he  would  frequently  write 
verses  bearing  upon  the  suits,  and  they  showed  marked  literary  taste. 
In  ont  case  that  was  being  tried  before  Judge  James  M.  Barker,  Mr. 
Taft  wrote  a  few  verses,  handed  them  to  Judge  Barker,  and  received  a 
re])!y  from  tlie  Judge  also  in  rkyine.  When  the  court  hriuse  was  being 
built  and  the  block  in  which  the  court  proceedings  w  ere  being  held  was 
burned  to  the  ground,  enforcing  several  sittings  in  the  city  hall,  Mr. 
Taft  wrote  a  poem  that  was  much  admired  by  his  friends. 

Mr.  Taft  was  married  twice.  His  first  wife  was  Miss  Harriet 
Worth ington,  daughter  of  T)r.  Charles  \\  (u  thington,  of  Lenox.  They 
were  married  on  October  13,  1842.  She  dying,  on  October  i,  1862,  Mr. 
Taft  was  married  to  Miss  Lucy  N.  Raymond,  daughter  of  Henry  Ray- 
mond of  Lenox.  She  died  January,  1904.  Mr.  Taft  never  had  children. 


Digitized  by  Goy|^ 


230 


BERKSHIRE  COUNTY 


His  nearest  surviving  relative  is  Mrs.  Alfred  M.  Nichd,  of  Granville 
Ohio. 

\\  iih  litlclity  and  lienor  Henry  W.  Tall  hel<l  all  his  jxjsitions  ut 
trust.  In  politics,  as  m  all  his  business  affairs,  lie  was  tlie  soul  of  hon- 
esty and  int^ity.  Ue  had  a  very  genial,  happy  way  of  greeting  his 
friends,  and  his  popularity  throughout  the  county  is  well  illustrated  by 
the  very  large  vote  that  he  received  from  both  parties  every  five  years 
when  he  came  up  for  election.  In  appearance  as  the  present  generation 
knew  him,  he  was  of  the  old  Xcu  England  type  of  gcntlanan.  At  a 
meeting  of  members  of  the  Berkshire  bar,  held  at  the  court  honsc,  I'itts- 
field,  October  12,  1904,  tributes  of  appreciation  and  respect  for  the  late 
Henry  W.  Taft  were  feelingly  and  fittingly  ^ken,  and  a  proper  minute 
of  the  proceedings  entered  upon  the  records  by  suggestion  of  Judge 
Aiken.  Mr.  Taft*s  long  connection  with  the  courts,  his  faithful  serv- 
ices, his  \ctcran  acquaintance  with  the  lawyers  in  practice  for  the  past 
tifty  years,  nearly ;  the  public  coiilidence  in  him  and  tlie  honorable  fame 
that  had  come  to  him,  made  him  a  man  prominent  and  esteemed.  The 
tributes  were  those  of  sincere  respect,  of  genuine  friendship,  and 
acknowledgment  of  his  worthiness  and  ability. 


ABRAHAM  BURBANK. 

Abraham  Burbank,  who  during  his  long  residence  in  Pittsfield, 
Massachusetts,  was  an  active  and  prominent  factor  in  the  upbuildh^ 
of  the  town,  was  bom  at  Feeding  Hills,  West  Springfield,  Massachu- 

.setts,  June  10,  1813. 

He  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  Jnhn  I'urbank,  jr..  who  removed 
from  Haverhill,  Massachusetts,  in  1680,  to  Sufiield,  Connecticut,  aiKi 
who  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  son  of  John  Burbank,  of  Rowley. 
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Connecticot,  who  was  made  a  freeman  in  1640.    Abraham  Burbank, 

liun  of  John  Burbank,  Jr.,  was  a  graduate  ui  Yale  College,  class  ol 
1759,  and  a  successiul  lawyer.  He  received,  with  his  brother,  from 
the  English  government,  a  large  tratt  of  land  lying  in  the  towns  of 
Agawara,  Sufiidd,  Southwick  and  West  Springfield.  On  December 
26,  1770,  he  married  Sarah  Pomeroy,  and  settled  on  a  portion  of  the 
tract  of  three  thousand  acres  included  in  his  share  of  the  grant.  Arthur 
Burbank,  sun  ot  Abraham  and  Sarah  (I'onieroyj  Burbank,  was  born  in 
1782,  and  died  in  1639.  He  married  Sarah  Bates,  November  27,  1810, 
and  by  her  had  seven  children:  Sarah;  Abraham;  Mrs.  Mary  Glines, 
of  Vermont;  Mrs.  Susan  Wright,  of  Fitchburg;  Mrs.  Hannah  Hurd, 
of  Pittsiield ;  Theodore,  and  James.  Mrs.  Burbank  died  at  the  advanced 
age  <it  c!giit\ -tlircc  years,  at  the  home  in  Tittstield  provided  for  her  by 
her  ^"11  Abraham. 

Abraham  Burbank  was  brought  up  in  comparative  poverty,  his 
father  having  been  cheated  out  of  the  land  which  he  had  inherited. 
When  eight  years  of  age  he  went  to  live  with  his  maternal  grandfather, 
Elcazer  Bates,  by  whom  he  was  trained  to  habits  of  industry  and  thrift. 
He  attcminl  the  district  school  eijjjht  weeks  all  tnM,  the  remainder  of 
his  time  beuig  spent  in  doin;^  c!i<»res  on  the  farm.  When  he  was  twelve 
years  old  his  grandfather  died,  and  three  years  later  he  began  to  learn 
the  carpenter's  trade  with  William  Bliss,  of  Springfield,  from  whom 
he  xfz.'i  to  receive  fifty  dollars  per  year.  In  a  few  months  Mr.  Bliss 
faile<l.  and  the  younsr  apprentice  worked  for  a  time  for  a  Mr.  Smith, 
rmd  then  foll'iwed  Iii>  tdnner  employer  to  Michif^an.  Finishing  his 
apprenticeship  ami  afterward  working  a  year  as  journeyman  for  Mr. 
E)iss>  he  received  as  pay  seventy-five  dollars  in  money  and  a  set  of 
tools.  Going  then  to  Schenectady,  New  York,  he  worked  on  the  old 
«trap  railroad  which  connected  Alliany  with  Saratoga,  and  from  there 
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returned  home»  making  the  trip  by  boat  to  Albany,  thence  hy  stage  to 
Westficld. 

In  passing  through  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Btirt)ank,  then 
but  nineteen  years  of  age,  was  impressed  with  the  natural  advantages 
of  the  place  and  its  appearance  and  energetic  activity.  Making  a  brief 
visit  with  his  parents,  he  gave  to  his  mother  all  the  money  that  he  had 
saved  except  one  half-dollar,  and,  taking  his  tools  upon  his  back,  walked 
to  Pittsfield.  He  secured  work  at  his  trade,  receiving  seventy-five  cents 
a  day,  from  which  he  had  to  board  himself.  Subsequently  bis  brother 
James  joined  him  here,  and  they  were  given  eighteen  dollars  a  month 
each,  at  first,  and  afterward  twenty  dollars  a  month.  Mr.  Burbank 
worked  first  for  Colonel  McKay,  father  of  Gordon  McKay,  of  Boston; 
he  afterward  built  his  first  house,  a  plank  one,  under  contract,  tor  otd 
Mr.  Cary,  near  the  present  Pomeroy  estate  on  West  Housatonic  street. 

Mr.  RtirK'ink  inirchaserl  land  on  I'cnn  street,  erected  a  house 
tliere<in.  and  two  year^  after  its  completion  sold  the  same  for  seven 
hundred  dollars,  for  which  he  took  a  note.  Then,  through  inducements 
offered  by  Mr.  Shearer,  he  wisnt  to  Plymouth,  Michigan,  to  dear  up 
land  and  settle.  Failing,  however,  to  collect  the  money  due  on  his 
house  when  the  note  matured,  he  sold  his  pr  iperty  in  Michigan  and 
returned  to  ^Tassachusetts.  In  1830  he  again  sold  bis  house,  this  time 
for  eight  lumdred  dollars  in  cash,  with  which  he  purchased  land  back 
of  what  is  now  Central  Block,  and  built  thereon  a  residence  for  him- 
self, the  present  site  of  K.  D.  Jones  &  Co.'s  machine  shop  being  their 
garden.  There  he  had  a  bowling  alley  which  he  kept  open  evenings, 
%vhile  in  the  daytime  he  worked  with  his  inen.  erecting  among  other 
buildings  the  parsonage  of  the  First  church,  the  Colt  TTonse,  and  Colonel 
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of  six  stores,  not  lar  north  oi  West  street.  This,  his  first  large  venture, 
proved  successful  beyond  his  expectations,  and  paved  the  way  fur  his 
future  (Mnosperity.  He  next  purchased  the  land  now  occupied  by  the 
Central  Blodc,  quite  near  his  own  residence^  on  whidi  he  built  tene- 
ments, and  rented  them  until  1857,  when  he  sold  the  same  for  sixteen 
thousand  dollars.  After  the  buihlings  were  burned  he  repurchased  the 
land  for  titty  thousand  dollars,  and  sold  it  the  following  week  to  Jones 
&  Russell  at  an  advance  of  ten  tliousand  dollars. 

In  1857  Mr.  Burbank  purchased  two  lar^  blocks  of  land  on  North 
street,  formerly  used  as  an  orchard  and  cattle-show  grounds,  for  twenty- 
two  thousand  dollars,  which  is  but  a  small  part  of  the  present  value  of 
the  property.  Three  years  later  he  made  another  sulisiamial  estinent, 
buying  the  Colonel  P.  L.  Hall  estate  top  twenty-one  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars.  This  included  the  land  now  occupied  by  the  American 
House,  and  north  of  that  (with  the  exception  of  two  stores)  to  Union 
street,  and,  with  the  exception  of  eig^t  rods,  back  to  Francis  avenue. 
Opeinng  up  Union  and  Sumner  streets,  he  sold  land  enough  on  those 
thoroughfares  to  more  than  pay  for  the  entire  property.  Shortly  atler- 
wartl  he  ore*  te<l  the  lierksihire  Hou-c.  and  tor  ninety-five  liun<lred  dol- 
lars puchased  ninety-five  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  opened  Burbank 
street,  and,  laying*  out  twenty  acres  in  building  lots,  sold  each  one  at  a 
good  price:  he  also  built  Springside,  and  sold  it  for  ten  thousand  dollars. 
In  1863  he  became  owner  of  the  Durant  fann.  and  after  opening'  Second 
street,  gave  one-half  1  Ti' r  ac  ie>)  of  it  to  the  county  for  the  jail  site.  In 
1873  ^®  purchased  the  (ioodrich  farm  for  twenty-seven  thousand  dol- 
lars, named  it  Evening  Side,  erected  several  houses,  and  sold  many  lots. 
For  seventeen  thousand  dollars  he  purcha.sed  the  site  of  the  Burbank 
House,  near  which  the  Union  Depot  of  the  two  railroads  now  stands. 
He  built  houses  by  the  hundreds,  sold  some  of  them  and  rented  some. 
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and  owned  much  real  estate  in  other  parts  of  the  coun^.  The  poor 
lad  that  walked  into  Pittsfield,  luingr)'  and  tired,  almost  penniless,  be- 
came a  king  of  real  estate  dealers,  and  conld  draw  lus  check  I'ur  three- 
fourths  of  a  million,  at  the  least,  lie  was  always  considerate  of  those 
less  fortunate  than  himself,  and  ever  ready  to  assist  those  who  were 
willing  to  work.  He  was  at  one  time  chief  of  the  local  fire  department 
He  uniformly  voted  the  Republican  ticket,  but  took  no  active  part  in 
jHilities.  ilf  ua's  one  <if  the  t'ouiulcrs  and  a  charter  inemltcr  of  the 
Pitcsrield  Mntnal  Fire  Insurance  Company,  and  in  a  bankin-  way  was 
one  of  its  directors  for  several  years.  He  was  also  a  Mason,  belonging 
to  Mystic  Lodge.  He  changed  his  membership  from  the  Episcopal 
to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of  which  his  wife  was  a  member  and 
he  a  class  leader  and  steward.  He  owned  a  seat  in  that  church,  and 
likewise  one  in  the  l'«aptisi  chnrch  and  in  the  South  .'^trcct  church. 

On  April  13,  1834.  tw«j  months  prior  to  attaining  his  majority, 
Mr.  Burbank  married  Miss  Julia  N.- Brown,  a  young  lady  a  year  his 
senior,  who  had  lived  for  a  ntunber  of  years  in  the  family  of  Colond 
McKay.  She  was  bom  in  Colerain,  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestors,  beiniir  a 
dautihtcr  oi  Jaincs  l'>ri>\\n.  a  farmer,  and  a  niece  of  Joseph  Shearer. 
The  story  of  thi>  ni.irriaj,'e  savors  of  n  inaiue.  Miss  liroun's  brother 
was  to  be  married  at  Ijebanon  Spings.  Mr.  Burbank,  being  asked  to 
perform  the  office  of  best  man  at  the  wedding,  hesitated  at  first,  but 
finally  consented,  and.  Miss  Brown  being  bridesmaid,  they  together 
"  stood  up  '*  with  the  youngs  cniiple.  After  the  dinner  which  formed  a 
j»art  of  the  festiv  ities  of  the  occasion,  Mr.  I'.urhank  said  to  Mis?-  Rnnvn. 
"  Julia.  let  us  he  married,  too."  She  consented,  and  the  ceremony  was 
immediately  performed  that  made  them  one.  She  had  a  cash  capital  of 
three  humlred  dollars,  and  they  at  once  began  housekeeping.  Of  thdr 
tnt  children  two  die<l  in  chiklhoo*!,  and  eight  attained  years  of  maturity. 
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namely:  George  W.,  James,  Charles  H..  William  P.,  Mar}'  Elizabeth, 
deceased,  wlio  was  the  wile  of  Henry  A.  Smith;  Sarah  Jane,  deceased, 
who  was  the  wile  of  W.  W.  Lainh;  Roland  1'..  and  Merrick  E.  On 
April  13,  1884,  at  Hotel  Burbank  in  Pittsfteld,  the  golden  anniversary 
of  their  wedding  was  cdebrated,  among  the  guests  then  present  being 
many  of  the  leading  people  of  the  city,  county  and  state.  A  grand 
banquet  was  sen-ed,  and  the  bride  and  groom  of  fifty  years  before 
received  from  tlicir  frietids  many  C'<>ily  an<l  elet^ant  ffifts.  Mr.  Rurl)ank 
died  in  Xovcmber,  1887,  while  Mrs.  Burbank  survived  him  nearly  ten 
years,  passing  away  August  22,  1897.  Of  the  sons  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Abraham  Burbank, 

James  Arthur  Burbank,  deceased,  bom  September  12,  1839,  was  a 
successful  business  man  of  Pittsfield,  and  a  ^'a1ued  and  ^'ahiable  member 
of  the  Methodist  church,  as  is  his  soti  Jatnes  A.  Dnrlvink.  Jr..  tlie  latter 
being  one  of  the  board  of  stewards  of  the  Mctlv^list  Episcopal  church, 
Pittsfield.   ^ 

CHARLES  HENRY  BURBANK. 

Charles  Henry  Burbank,  of  Pittsfield,  son  of  the  late  Alnaham  and 
Julia  X.  (Brown)  Burbank,  was  bom  in  the  city  of  Pittsfield,  Massa- 
chusetts. Dccemhcr  J<).  1844. 

(  harles  H.  Ilnrhank  attended  first  the  ])ublic  schools  and  subse- 
quently a  boarding-school  at  Lanesboro,  thereby  acquiring  a  practical 
education.  At  twenty  years  of  age,  when  the  Eighth  Massachusetts  Vol- 
unteer Infontry  was  reorganized,  the  Civil  war  being  then  in  progress, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  K.  at  Readville.  and  mnrcherl  to  Boston,  where 
lie  wa.s  mrstered  \nu>  ^f  x  ice.  (ioing  to  lialtimore,  Maryland,  he  was 
assigned  to  guard  duty  around  the  military  hospital  and  over  Confed- 
erate prisoners.   The  regiment  was  subsequently  dispersed,  and  its  men 
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distributed  to  different  sections,  but  Mr.  Burbank  remained  on  guard 

duty  until  the  close  of  tlie  war,  and  then  was  mustered  out  at  Read- 
viUe. 

Upon  his  return  to  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  he  engaged  in  busi- 
ness with  his  father,  wlio  was  conducting  a  large  amount  of  building  in 
Pittsfield,  and  among  the  buildings  erected  while  this  connection  con- 
tinued were  the  old  and  the  new  Burbank  Houses  (the  former  after- 
ward callcHl  the  P>ruiK-\\ ick,  and  the  latter  now  the  Pittsfield  House),  the 
Burbank  Block  near  the  railroad  bridge,  the  old  b  ellow  Block  on  North 
street,  and  many  other  prominent  structures  in  the  town.  Shortly  alter 
the  death  of  his  father,  which  occurred  in  1887,  Charles  Henry  Burbank 
discontinued  his  building  operations,  and  has  since  devoted  his  time 
to  the  care  of  his  estate.  In  1890  he  purchased  the  fine  old  Bigelow 
place  in  W'est  street,  where  he  now  resides.  He  has  about  an  acre 
of  land  near  the  residence,  with  some  other  real  estate  property  adjoin- 
ing, and  also  owns  real  estate  through  all  parts  of  the  city.  He  votes 
somewhat  independently  on  political  questions,  and,  though  he  has  al- 
ways taken  a  keen  interest  in  all  concerns  of  public  moment,  has  never 
sotigfht  or  held  oflRcc.  He  was  formerly  a  inciiil)cr  of  Grcylock  Hook 
and  Ladder  Company,  and  for  two  terms  lielonged  to  the  Allen  Guards, 
of  the  State  Militia. 

On  December  15,  1869,  Mr.  Burbank  was  united  in  marriage  witii 
Jennie  Brooks,  of  Tewksbury,  England,  and  the  issue  of  this  union 
was  five  children :  Charle*?  Archibald,  stock  broker,  of  Pittsfield.  Mas- 
sachusetts: Rohert    Xhraham,  a  resident  of  \'cw  York:  Sarah  Jane: 

Elisha  Stocking,  and  Reginald  I.    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burbank  attend  the 
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CHARLES  JAMES  PALMER. 

Charles  James  Palmer,  a  prominent  divine  nf  I^mesboru,  l!erk- 
shire  cotmtyt  Massachusetts,  traces  bis  descent  back  to  the  early  set- 
tlers of  cdonial  days.  William  Palmer,  the  first  of  the  name  to  settle 
in  America,  was  bom  in  Ei^land,  came  to  America,  and  in  1636 
and  1637  resided  in  Watertown,  removed  to  Newbury  in  1637, 
and  to  Hampton  in  1638.  At  WatertowTi  he  married  Grace, 
■widow  of  Thomas  Rogers.  The  direct  line  of  descent  is  as  fol- 
lows: William,  mentioned  above  (i);  Christopher,  born  about  1626 
(2) ;  Samuel,  bom  November  25,  1652  (3)  ;  Jonathan,  bom  March  26, 
1698  (4) ;  Tmeworthy,  bora  Hampton,  New  Hampshire,  July  20,  1749^ 
died  June  25,  1830,  at  Conway,  New  Hampshire  (5) ;  Jonathan,  bora 
January  15,  1782  (6) ;  James  Monroe,  born  October  5.  1822,  died  May 
23,  1897  (7)  •  ''^"^1  Charles  James  (81.  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

James  Monroe  Palmer,  the  seventh  in  line  of  desccni  iioin  the 
founder  of  the  family  in  America,  and  the  father  of  Charles  James 
Palmer,  was  bora  in  Exeter,  Maine,  October  5,  1822.  After  receivinfif  a 
good  [weparatory  education  he  attended  the  Colt^. University  of  Water- 
ville,  Maine,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1847.  He 
then  entered  the  Bant^or  Theological  Seminary,  at  P.ani^or.  Maine,  and 
was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1853.  lie  was  a  clerjjyman  in  his  day,  and 
was  noted  for  his  charity.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  business  world, 
employing  his  spare  time  as  an  insurance  agent.  He  affiliated  with  the 
Republican  party  but  took  no  active  part  in  political  life.  He  married 
December  2.  1853,  Caroline  Frances  Bacon,  born  January  7.  1830,  in 
Waterv'ille.  Maine,  daui^'hter  of  I-'hen  F  and  Jane  ( Fauiice )  Bacon. 
Eben  F.  Bacon  was  bom  in  1796.  Mrs.  Palmer  s  grandfather  was  Eben 
Bacon. 
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Cliarles  James  Palmer,  son  of  James  Monroe  and  Caroline  Frances 
(Bacon)  Palmer,  was  born  November  4,  1854,  in  Fairfield,  Maine. 
After  thorough  preparation,  he  entered  Bowdoin  College,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1874.  He  then  entered  the  General 
Theotojjicat  Seminary  at  New  York,  from  which  he  was  {graduated  in 
1878.  lie  was  nrdaiiHil  to  tlic  ministry  "H'  the  rpitestaiit  Mpiscopal 
church,  June  19,  1878,  and  immediately  o  iiimenced  active  service.  After 
brief  temporary  work  in  other  places,  he  came  to  Lanesboro,  Massa- 
chusetts, as  minister  in  charge  of  St.  lAike's  church,  beginning  his  work 
here  in  September,  1880,  and  remaining  until  1899.  He  then  resigned 
his  ministry  in  this  church,  acce|)tingf  an  appointment  as  county  mis- 
sionary for  Berkshire  comity,  a  jiosition  wliicli  he  still  holds.  He  con- 
tinues to  reside  in  Lanesboro.  He  has  ne\er  held  any  important  po- 
*  « 

litical  offices,  and  is  very  liberal-minded  in  his  political  views,  as.  indeed, 
he  is  broad-minded  in  his  views  on  alt  subjects  in  general.  He  is  active 
in  organizing  and  promoting  all  charitable  undertakings,  and  is  betoved 
by  all  who  have  had  the  benefit  of  his  ministrations.  Rev.  Palmer  mar- 
ried. Jaintary  i(>.  1881.  in  Camhrid.L,^'.  Mas-^achnsctts.  TTelen  M.  \\\it- 
son,  daug^hter  of  J.  D.  and  R.  C.  \\  atsnn.  By  this  union  he  had  one 
child,  Helen  £.,  born  January  23,  1882.  He  married  (second).  Oc* 
tober  15,  1885,  Gertrude  S.  Barnes,  daughter  of  D.  C.  and  H.  S.  Barnes. 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Palmer  are  the  parents  of  two  children :  Edward  J.  B., 
bom  October  3.  1886:  and  Annie  E.,  bom  April  8.  1893. 

JOHN  B.  BEEBE,  M.  D. 

That  southern  Berksliire  cotmty  places  a  high  estimate  upon  the 
professional  ability  of  the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  these 
memoirs,  is  evidenced  by  the  extent  of  his  practice  and  is  justified  by 
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the  good  which  he  has  wrought.   He  was  bom  in  North  Egremont  in 

i86<j.  son  itf  the  laic  Dr.  Richard  and  Kllen  (  Halcli)  Beebe,  tlie  former 
a  native  t>i  (."anaan,  the  latter  <>t  Hillsdale,  New  York,  and  respectively 
oi  Iuij^Ii>h  and  Scotch  descent. 

The  founder  of  the  American  Beebe  family  was  John  Bedbe,  a  na- 
tive of  East  Famdon,  Northamptonshire,  England,  who  came  to  the 
American  colonies  in  1650.  as  stated  in  his  wilt,  recorded  in  Hartford, 
Connecticut.  Of  his  descendants,  Hezekiah  Bedie,  great-grandfather 
of  Dr.  Ji'hn  P..  Beehe.  had  a  sun  Ho.sea,  who  married  .\ltaiia  Valentine, 
of  Ricl»ni< 'lid,  V  irginia,  coll.itt  r  rill\  connected  with  that  distinguished 
surgeon.  Dr.  Valentine  Mott.  i^iosea  Beebe  was  a  leading  agriculturist 
of  Canaan.  His  son,  Richard,  bom  October  12,  1824,  took  up  the 
study  of  medicine,  was  graduated  from  Berkshire  Medical  Coll^;e,  class 
of  1853.  remained  for  two  years  thereafter  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession with  Dr.  Timothy  C'hilds.  Pittsfiflil.  and  in  1855  established 
hiniselt  at  North  Ktjremont,  where  he  continued  to  reside  tliroughout 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  died  Octc^r  20,  1896.  His  wife,  Ellen 
Hatch,  to  whom  he  was  married  January  6,  1855,  was  a  daughter  of 
Isaac  and  Minerva  (Ward)  Hatch.  Isaac  Hatch  was  one  of  the  widely 
known  and  especially  popular  early  inn-keepers  of  the  Albany-Hartford 
pike  in  the  days  when  snch  thon  .u^lit'arc<  were  the  nation's  <4ri  at  arteries 
of  traffic,  and  the  c<  nqntent  ho--t  was  a  mine  of  information  and  a  i>»>wcr 
in  the  land.  His  wife  was  descended  from  tliat  historic  family  of  New 
England  which  numbered  among  its  members  General  Nathaniel  Greene, 
of  Revolutionary  fame.  Of  six  children  bom  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Richard 
Beebe,  two  died  in  infancy.  Of  the  surviTOrs.  the  eldest.  Dr.  George  H. 
Beebe.  is  a  resident  of  Ptttsfield  fsee  sketch  in  this  publication )  :  Dr. 
John  B..  the  imnie<liate  sidtject  of  iliis  narrative;  Mary  B..  wife  of  Dr. 
Emmett  Nivers,  of  Hillsdale,  and  has  a  child.  Eleanor  Caroline:  and 
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Carrie  E.,  wife  ot  Edward  Herrington,  merchant  ot  Hillsdale,  and  has 
a  child,  Burton  Hatch  Herrington. 

John  B.  B«dbe  received  his  general  education  in  Great  Barrmgton, 
took  up  the  study  of  medicine  prinuuily  under  his  father's  preoeptorship 
and  subsequently  with  Dr.  Vanderveer  of  Albany,  New  York,  and  was 
graduated  from  Albany  .Medical  College,  valedictorian  of  the  class  of 
1893.  After  two  years'  service  as  « ne  of  the  staff  of  house  physicians 
of  Albany  City  Hospital,  Dr.  Beebe  established  himself  in  practice  at 
Great  Barrington.  He  married  Louise,  daughter  of  the  late  John  C 
Taylor,  an  old  resident  and  prominent  agriculturist  of  southern  Berk- 
shire county.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Beebe  have  two  children :  Minerva  Olive 
and  Richard  Beebe. 


E.  B.  CULVER. 

Amcmg  the  respected  citizens  of  Berkshire  county  must  be  num- 
bered E.  B.  Culver,  of  Great  Barrington.    Mr.  Culver  is  descended 

from  Eni2:bsh  ancestors.  Moses  Culver  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812. 
His  son,  Moses  E.  CuKer.  n  prosperous  fanner,  married  Martha  Miner, 
and  they  were  the  parents  of  four  children,  amonj^  them  a  son,  E.  B.. 
mentioned  further  hereinafter.  Mrs.  Culver 'died  in  October,  1861,  and 
her  husband  passed  away  in  1894.  They  were  both  respected  and  loved 
by  all  who  knew  them.  Mr.  Culver  for  fifty  years  was  a  deacon  in  the 
Baptist  church. 

E.  B.  Culver,  son  nf  Mose<  E.  and  Martha  (Miner)  Culver,  was 
bom  July  21,  1849.  in  F^ast  Lee,  Massachusetts,  and  received  a  common 
and  high  school  education.  Until  attaining  his  majority  he  assisted  his 
father  in  the  labors  of  the  farm,  and  was  afterward  engaged  ior  a  time 
in  teaching  school.   After  spending  some  time  in  travding  with  a  pro- 
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lessor  of  electricity,  he  went  in  September,  1875,  to  Great  Barrington, 
where  he  ciig^aged  in  the  undertaking  business.    His  first  wagon  was 

constructed  by  himself,  he  liaxint^  le.irncd  in  early  hie  the  tra<lc  of 
wagoti-building.  His  next  enterprise  was  the  furniture  business,  which 
be  conducted  on  a  large  scale.  Returning  after  a  time  to  the  undertak- 
ing business,  he  was  very  successful,  built  up  gradually  an  extensive 
connection,  and  is  now  at  the  head  oi  a  lai^e  undertaking  and  liveiy  es- 
tablishment. 

Mr.  Cu]\cr  inarrieil.  in  1S75.  Ahce  M.  I'ixley,  and  tlicy  liave  four 
chiklreix:    Clarence  L.,  Etliel  L.,  Bertha  A.,  and  Ahnon  T.  Culver.  . 


EDWIN  JAMES  VAX  LENNEP. 

While  the  name  of  Van  Lennep  is  held  in  reverence  throughout 
Christendom,  and  is  peculiarly  dear  to  laborers  in  the  foreign  mission 

field,  it  may  be  said  to  belonc:  in  a  special  sense  to  Berkshire  county, 
the  present  re[)rescntati\ e  of  the  family.  Edwin  Jamc';  \'aii  Eennep  re- 
Sidii^  at  Great  Harrington,  as  principal  of  the  Sedgwick  Institute.  The 
Van  Lennep  family  was  originally  a  mercantile  one.  having  its  home  in 
Holland,  and  bemg  prominently  identified  with  the  commerce  of  that 
country. 

Henry  John  Van  Lennep  was  bom  in  Holland,  and  in  early  life  went 
(>n  a  mercantile  mission  to  Asia.  He  afterwanl  came  to  the  I'm'ted 
States  and  entered  \niherst  CoUefje.  where  his  career  was  a  very  brilliant 
one.  Such  fadlity  did  he  possess  in  foreign  languages  that  he  was  able 
to  preach  in  no  fewer  than  five  different  tongues.  Mr.  Van  Lennep 
subsequently  went  as  a  missionary  to  Asia,  where  he  labored  successfully 
for  a  number  of  years.  He  married  Emily,  daughter  of  Isaac  Bird,  a 
noted  scholar,  and  the"  were  the  parents  of  six  chi!dr'»n,  three  of  whom 
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are  living:  WiJliam  Bird,  a  surgeon  of  high  repute,  residing  in  Phil- 
adelphia. Edwin  James,  mentioned  at  length  herrinafter;  and  Henry 
Martin,  a  celebrated  musician  of  London,  England.  Mr.  Van  Lenncp 
spent  his  last  years  in  Berkshire  county,  and  it  was  here  that  his  death 

took  place.  Of  him  it  ma}'  truly  be  said  that  "  he  rests  from  his  labors 
and  his  works  do  follow  him." 

Edwin  James  Van  Lennep,  son  of  Henry  John  and  Emily  (Bird) 
Van  Lennep,  was  bom  at  Tocat,  Central  Asia  Minor,  Turkey,  and  as  a 
boy  was  brought  tc  the  United  States  to  be  educated  at  the  Sedgwick 
Institute,  where  he  was  prepared  to  enter  Princeton  University.  In 
1878  lie  j^^radualcd  from  that  institution  with  the  two  (legrees  of 
Baclielor  of  Arts  and  Master  of  Arts.  X"t  I'  li'^r  after,  he  came  t(i  reside 
in  Great  Barrington  as  a  professor  at  the  Sedgwick  Institute.  This 
school  was  founded  about  fifty  years  ago  by  Mr.  Sedgwick,  as  a  select 
boarding  school,  the  object  of  whidi  was  to  prepare  boys  for  collie. 
Professor  Van  Lennep  became  principal  of  the  Institute,  in  the  man- 
agement and  control  of  which  he  was  much  assisted  by  his  father  dur- 
ing the  latter's  life-time.  Under  the  leadership  of  Professor  Van  I>en- 
nep  the  school  has  in  all  respects  more  than  maintained  its  old-time 
reputatitMi,  keeping  its  place  in  the  front  rank  of  educational  institutions. 
Professor  Van  Lennep  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  churdi.  in 
which  he  holds  the  office  of  deacon,  and  is  actively  engaged  in  Sunday 
school  work. 

Professor  Van  T.onnep  married  Alice  Norton,  dauijlitcr  of  Luke 
Slicdd.  and  of  the  f'  i:r  children  I»rn  to  them  three  are  living:  Emily 
B.,  Qara  H.,  and  Henry  J.  Van  Lennep. 
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SAMUEL  1.  rAKKEK. 

The  Parker  family  became  residents  of  Dalton  in  182a,  and  its 
members  have  invariably  acquitted  themselves  with  credit  in  the  dif- 
ferent callings  which  they  have  acceptetl.  The  elder  Samuel  1.  Parker 
ami  his  wife,  Jane  I".  (  (  iirtis  )  I'arker.  the  parents  of  the  principal 
subject  of  this  sketch,  were  highly  respected  residents  of  Dalton  in 
their  day,  and  reared  a  number  of  children,  the  survivors  of  whom  are: 
Jennie,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Armington;  Samuel  I.,  who  will  be  referred 
to  at  length  presently;  and  Grenville  A.,  who  is  the  subject  of  another 
sketcli  in  this  work. 

ilie  younger  Samuel  1.  Parker  was  born  in  Dalton,  NovenilK*r  7, 
1848.  He  was  educated  in  the  district  school  of  his  neighborhood,  and 
at  an  early  age  entered  the  railway  service  as  a  fireman,  subsequently 
becoming  a  locomotive  engineer.  After  following  that  occupation  for 
a  jieriocl  of  five  years  he  rclinqni>-iic<l  it  in  order  c'n<:[aj,'c  in  ai^ricul- 
tural  iHirsuils,  which  he  continue.!  for  two  years,  at  the  expiration 
of  which  time  he  went  to  Missouri  and  resided  there  for  a  like  period. 
Returning  to  Dalton  he  was  for  a  number  of  years  engaged  in  general 
farming  on  his  own  account,  and  for  a  period  of  five  years  he  man- 
ngfed  the  Allen  stock  farm,  l-rom  iSg;;  to  the  present  time  he  has  oc- 
cu])iecl  the  res|)rinsil)le  position  of  watchman  at  the  (iovernmcnt  Paper 
Mills,  fulfilling  his  duties  with  commendable  regularity  and  faithful- 
ness. The  attractive  appearance  of  his  house  is  indicative  of  refined 
tastes  and  thoroughly  in  keeping  with  the  urbanity  and  intelligence 
which  has  long-  characterised  the  residents  of  Dalton.  In  politics  he 
supjjorts  the  Uenificratic  jiarty.  '  nf  t.ikes  no  active  part  in  civic  affairs 
beyond  the  exercise  of  his  electi\e  privileges.    In  1886  he  was  elected 
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a  member  of  the  board  uf  selectmen,  lie  is  a  member  of  Dalton  Grange, 
of  which  he  was  master  in  1885. 

On  July  5,  1868,  Mr.  Parker  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 

Grace  S.  Bartdii.  daughter  ot  Henry  A.  and  Dorcas  Bart^m,  both  of 
wliuni  were  names  ui  Mas^achusctls.  the  lurmer  of  Chester  held,  Hamp- 
shire county,  and  his  wife  was  bom  in  Lenox,  Berkshire  county.  The 
children  of  Henry  A.  and  Dorcas  Barton  are:  Grace  S.,  Henry  A., 
Lephia  O.  and  Wesley  B.  Barton.  Grace  S.  is  now  Mrs.  Parker,  and 
Lephia  O.  is  now  Mrs.  Warren. 

Mr.  and  Mr-.  I'.irker  h;i\e  leareil  a  laniily  Dt  five  chiUhen.  namely: 
Grace  E.,  born  Deccmher  16.  iJSt  <>;  I'lank  I.,  Sei)teml)cr  i,  1871  :  Lucy 
Ethel,  February  4,  1874:  Lyle  B.,  September  26,  1875;  Ruby  A., 
September  13,  1888.  Grace  E.  Parker  was  married,  December  28,  1903, 
to  Charles  Hedrick.  Frank  I.  I^arker  married  Carrie  Bristol,  of  Buffalo, 
Xew  York.  June  8.  i8q8.  and  has  two  children — Samuel  W..  bom 
March  _'<).  iS<)<).  and  I-".tlicl  C.  Ixtrn  ()ctnlH.'r  J^.  i<;<xx  Lucy  I'jiicl 
I'arker  was  married  '  )ct'  her  Ji,  njoi,  to  John  (ierst.  and  their  chddren 
are:  Donald  P..  born  Sq)teml)er  3,  1902,  and  George  S.,  born  January 
9,  1905.  Lyle  B.  Parker  married  Edna  Groesbeck,  June  15.  1904: 
they  have  one  daughter,  Harriet  M.,  born  July  18,  1905.  The  family 
attend  the  Congregational  church. 

JOHN  THOMAS  POWER. 

The  late  John  T.  Power,  who  lost  his  life  in  an  accident  on  the 
Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  Railroad,  near  Buffalo,  in  March. 
1890,  was  a  native  of  Berkshire  coimty.  having  been  bom  in^Pitt<5fidd.( 
Ma.s>achusett.s.  July  11.  1844.    His  father,  William  H,  Power,  was  the 
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iam  H.  F'ower  sul)^n|iK'nil\  remiAcd  with  his  f.iiiiily  to  Hudson,  leav- 
ing- his  s<*n  John  in  the  care  of  his  maternal  j^frandtatlier,  the  late  James 
Buell,  then  secretary  of  tlie  Berkshire  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company. 

John  T.  Power  received  his  education  in  the  puUic  schools  of  Pitts- 
fidd,  and  as  a  young  man  entered  the  employ  as  one  of  the  clerical  staff 
in  the  office  of  the  L.  Pomeroy  Sons  Woolen  Mamtfacturinjf  Company, 
wiicrc  he  received  that  thorougfh  business  traininj^'  which  had  its  tniilion 
in  an  unusu.dly  successful  business  career.  His  first  business  venture 
was  as  a  dealer  in  manufacturers'  supplies  on  West  street,  in  Pittsfield, 
in  w  hich  he  was  associated  with  Colonel  Thomas  Colt.  He  subsequently 
conducted  this  business  alone.  In  January,  1882,  he  entered  into  part- 
nership association  with  William  E.  Tillotson.  woolen  manufacturer  of 
West  Pittsfield,  the  business  thereafter  bcinf'-  carried  on  under  the  firm 
name  «»f  'i'illotson  &  Power.  Here  tlie  practical  experience  gained  by 
Mr.  Power  in  his  early  connection  with  the  Pomeroy  mills  was  of  the 
greatest  value  in  the  development  of  his  new  interest,  and  the  establish- 
ment soon  took  rank  with  the  most  progressive  of  similar  concerns  in 
Massadiusetts.  The  members  of  this  firm,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  D. 
M.  Collins,  subsequently  estahlishefl  another  of  the  thriving-  industries 
of  Pittsfield  under  the  name  of  the  fJerkshire  Knitting-  Mills  ("oni])any. 
In  addition  to  lor>king  after  the  financial  interests  of  the  industries  w  ith 
which  he  was  identified,  Mr.  Power  acted  at  times  as  their  travding 
re|>re8entattve,  and  it  was  on  one  of  these  business  trips  that  he  lost  his 
life  as  above  mentioned. 

Mr.  Power  was  a  consistent,  valued  and  valuable  member  of  the 
pirst  Congregational  church  of  Pitt-^fu-ld.  \\a<  one  of  its  Iwiard  of  dea- 
cons, and  held  other  offices  in  the  parisli  and  s<Kiety  for  many  years. 
He  was  active  also  in  furthering  the  interests  of  such  institutitms  as  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  and  Union  for  Home  Woiic.  Iti- 
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dccil.  no  bciicricenl  <  r  IxMicvoIcnt  movement  failed  to  appeal  warmly  to 
or  find  substantial  support  from  this  humane  Christian  gentleman.  He 
enlisted  as  sergeant  in  Company  K,  Eighth  Regiment  Massachusetts 
Volimteer  Infantry,  and  was  on  duty  in  Baltimore  during  the  exciting 
Civil       days  in  that  border  dty. 

Mr.  Power  married,  September  2,  1868,  Charlotte  A.,  daughter  of 
William  D.  Goodman,  now  a  resident  of  Pittsfield. 


CHARLES  S.  FERRY. 

The  firm  of  Charles  S.  Ferry  &  Son,  lumber  dealers,  of  Pittsfidd, 
conducting  one  of  the  largest  concerns  of  its  kind  in  Western  Massachu- 
setts, was  established  by  the  late  Charles  S.  Ferry  in  1886.  He  was  bora 

in  1825,  in  Chicopee.  Massachusetts,  ami  died  at  Sah  Lake  City.  Marcli 
30,  1899.  For  thirty  years  he  was  a  lumber  dealer  and  planing  mill 
proprietor  in  %>ringfie1d,  Massachusetts.  His  sons  Charles  K.  and  Fred 
G.  Ferry  are  successfully  conducting  the  business. 


FRANK  D.  STAFFORD,  M.  D. 

An  ex-member  of  the  Vcrmrint  letrislature,  and  formerly  mayor  of 
North  Adams,  Dr.  Stafford  is  favorably  known  throughout  Berkshire 
county  and  Southern  Vermont,  and  is  decidedly  progressive  both  as  a 
medical  practitioner  and  a  citizen. 

Frank  D.  Stafford,  M.  D.,  physician  and  surgeon,  was  bom  in 
Stamford,  Vermont,  August  15.  1856.  His  parents  were  Joel  C.  Staf- 
ford and  Jane  A.  (Stroud)  Stafford,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  pros- 
perous farmer,  and  both  were  life-long  residents  of  the  Green  Mountain 
State.  His  early  education  was  begun  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
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tuwn  and  continue<l  at  the  Williamsiowii  (Ma->saclmsetts )  hii^li  scIkx)!. 
His  professional  studies  were  pursued  in  the  medical  depariment  of  the 
University  of  Vermont,  from  which  he  was  g^duated  a  Doctor  of  Med- 
icine with  the  class  of  187S,  and  he  immediately  began  the  general  prac- 
tice of  medicine  in  Whitingham.  that  state.  After  residing^  in  Whit- 
ingham  for  thirteen  years  he  deemed  it  advisable  to  remove  to  North 

Adams,  wlier^'  a  nnicli  hn-ader  held  for  professional  advaiu-enu'iit  was 
Open  to  him,  and  he  li.i^  i  \  er  since  practiced  both  metlicine  and  surgery 
in  that  city  with  unqualified  success.  While  residing  in  Vermont  he  rep- 
resented his  district  in  the  lower  house  of  the  state  l^slature  for  the 
years  1888  and  1889,  and  after  his  removal  to  North  Adams  he  con- 
tinued his  active  interest  in  civic  affairs  to  such  an  extent  as  to  cause  his 
election  to  the  ma>-oralty  of  that  city  in  1901.  The  success  of  his  first 
year's  administration  was  so  pronounced  as  to  insure  his  successive  re- 
election for  the  years  iqo2  anfl  1003,  and  during  his  entire  term  of  of- 
fice he  directed  the  city's  business  in  a  most  wise,  economical  and  pro- 
gressive manner.  In  politics  he  is  a  staunch  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party. 

In  addition  to  his  professional  body  affiliations,  which  include  the 
Vermont  State  and  the  Berkshire  County  Medical  Societies,  Dr.  Staf- 
ford is  a  meml)cr  of  the  Masonic  "rAvr  flodj^e,  chapter  and  command- 
ery),  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  Royal  Arcanum,  Knights 
of  the  Golden  Eagle,  Junior  Order  of  American  Medianics,  and  the 
Manchester  Unity. 

Dr.  Stafford  was  united  in  marriasre  at  Whitingham,  with  Miss 
Flora  A.  Ballon,  dauj;htcr  of  the  late  Hosca  B.  and  Adeline  (Murdock) 
Ballou. 
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JAMES  E.  HUNTER. 

The  HunttT  taniily.  to  which  the  well-known  North  Adams  family 
of  manufacturers  belong,  is  of  ancient  Scotch  origin,  and  is  the  progeny 
of  James  and  Janet  (Walker)  Hunter,  who  immigrated  about  the  year 

1835. 

James  Hunter  was  bom  in  Galashiels.  Scotland,  the  chief  seat  of 
the  Scotch  twccd  manufacture.  His  parents  were  James  and  Mary 
(Blaikie)  Hunter,  industrious  and  sturdy  Presbyterians  who  spent  llieir 
entire  lives  in  their  native  land.  Accompanied  by  his  family  he  came  to 
the  United  States,  locating  in  Oakesville,  New  York,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed for  about  .three  years  in  a  woolen-gcx>ds  manufactory,  a  business 
he  had  become  tboroughly  conversant  with  in  the  old  Scotch  borough 
previously  mentioned.  From  Oakesville  lie  remove<l  to  \ortli  Adams, 
where  he  was  for  some  time  superintendent  of  the  dyeing  antl  other  de- 
partments of  the  Brown  and  Harris  woolen  mills.  He  was  subsequently 
associated  with  Robert  McLellan  and  a  Mr.  Magee  in  erecting  and  oper> 
ating  the  first  cotton  foctory  established  in  Greylock.  but  a  few  yean 
later  he  exchanged  that  property  for  an  iron  foundry  in  North  Adams. 
This  cnterpnse.  which  he  inausfurated  without  pretention  to  stir  or 
ostentation,  rapidly  expanded  into  much  larj^cr  proportions  utuler  his 
nMc  manajTcment,  and  finally  developed  into  the  present  Hunter  Ma- 
chine Manufacturing  Company.  In  addition  to  his  prominence  in  the 
early  industrial  development  of  North  Adams  he  was  dosely  identified 
with  its  finandal  interests,  and  held  the  presidency  of  the  Berkshire 
Cotmty  Bank.  In  local  pnbtic  aflFairs  'le  participated  quite  conspicu- 
ously, serving:  with  marked  aliility  for  scxer.d  terms  up<  11  the  lx>ard  of 
<:clcctnicn  under  the  old  town  jjoxemnient,  and  in  various  other  ways  he 
displayed  a  profound  interest  in  the  general  welfare  of  the  town.  His 


« 


Digitized  by  Google 


BERKSHIRE  COUNTY 


249 


religious  affiliations  were  with  the  Congregationalists,  and  he  held  a 

deaconship  in  that  church  tor  more  than  t(»rty  years.  James  atul  Janet 
Hunter  were  the  j);irents  ot  six  children:  James  IC,  Margaret.  Robert, 
Mary,  Isabella  R.  and  Andrew  VV.  Margaret  married  Martin  C.  Jewett 
and  is  no  longer  living.  Robert  Hunter  enlisted  for  service  in  defense 
of  his  country  during  the  Civil  war,  and  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  the 
Wilderness.  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Charles  H.  Williams.  Isabella  R. 
(also  deceased)  was  the  wife  ot  (ieorge  \\  .  C  hasc. 

Janus  K.  Hunter  was  liorn  in  dalashiels,  and  at  an  early  age  was 
brouglit  by  his  parents  to  America.  He  acquired  a  district  school  edu- 
cation, which  at  that  time  constituted  the  only  system  of  public  educa- 
tion in  vogue  in  this  locality,  ami  while  still  young  entered  his  father's 
employ.  By  practical  exiierience  in  every  detail  he  tnade  himself  pmfi-' 
cient  in  each  separate  branch  of  the  busine-^s.  thus  Ixx-oming  entirely 
familiar  with  the  manufacture  of  machinery  as  a  whole,  and  in  due 
time  was  admitted  to  partnership.  He  was  mainly  instrumental  in 
organizing  the  Hunter  Machine  Manufacturing  Company,  and  as  its 
president  is  practically  responsible  for  the  full  measure  of  success  en- 
joyed by  this  enter]>ri'se  in  recent  year-^.  \h!i<ai.i;h  \vA  active  in  civic 
affairs  he  is  nevertheless  ready  to  render  his  share  of  public  service  w  hen 
occasion  demands,  and  while  acting  as  commissioner  of  public  worics 
labored  zealously  to  protect  the  city's  interests  in  that  direction.  He  is 
a  leading  member  and  deacon  of  the  Congregational  church. 

Mr.  Hunter  married  Miss  Caroline  Durant.  of  Fitchbnrp.  Massa- 
chusetts. Their  chiKheii  are:  Anna,  widdw  of  Colonel  Ji.Im  i'>race- 
well;  James  D.,  vice  pre.sident  of  the  lluiuer  Machine  Manufacturing 
Company:  Margaret,  wife  of  W.  W.  Richmond;  Helen,  wife  of  Edward  Google 
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JOHN  B.  LAMOUREUX. 

Depri\ecl  oi  the  educational  advantages  so  ireeiy  accorded  the 
children  of  the  present  day,  Mr.  I^moureux  was  consequently  compelled 
to  d^end  upon  his  own  inherent  resources,  and  has  therefore  acquired 

the  prosperity  he  now  enjoys  solely  through  his  native  energy  and  per- 
severance. 

Mr.  Lainoureux  belongs  to  a  Frencli  ianuly  oi  remote  antiquity. 
The  first  of  his  ancestors  in  America  came  from  France  to  Canada  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  settling  on  the  east  side  of  the  St 
Lawrence  river,  in  the  province  of  Quebec  They  were  sturdy  and  in- 
dustrious people,  possessing  indomitable  courage,  and  bought  land 
whicli  they  cultivated,  and  which  Ijccaiiie  pi"(jt'italjle  homes.  Henry 
Liunourcux,  John  B.  I^anioureiux's  grandfather,  was  a  lifelong  resident 
of  the  province  of  Quebec.  His  children  were:  Useb,  Henry,  Add^ 
Margaret,  Elsie,  (^ive,  and  two  others  whose  names  are  not  at  hand. 

Useb  Lamoureux,  father  of  John  B.,  reared  a  large  family  in  his 
native  province  and  resided  there  until  1870.  when  he  aune  to  Massa- 
cliusetts,  first  locating;  in  Hinsdale.  Four  years  later  he  removed  to 
Holyoke,  this  state,  and  resided  there  for  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Louise  Boyer,  who  was  also  a  na- 
tive of  Canada.  She  became  the  mother  of  twelve  children,  namely: 
Georginia,  Dulcinia,  Joseph,  Margaret,  Louise,  neither  of  whom  are  now 
living;  John  B.,  the  principal  suhject  <»f  this  sketch:  Matilda,  who  is 
now  the  widow  of  James  l-i  Point;  Adeline,  wife  of  Henry  l^ipri>c; 

Olive,  wife  of  Augustus  Gauthier;  Eliza,  wife  of  Napoleon  Larivie^, 
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March  9,  1848.   Compelled  at  an  early  age  by  force  of  circiimstances 

to  suppuri  himscli  as  best  he  cuuld,  lie  aidured  trials  and  hardships 
whidi  are  entirely  unknown  to  boys  ot  tiie  present  day.    ilie  luiiented 
courage  and  perseverance  of  his  ancestors,  essential  qualities  which 
have  from  infan^  predominated  in  his  character,  came  to  his  rescue 
and  successfully  guided  him  through  the  vicissitudes  of  youth  and  early 
manhood  to  the  position  01  piDspont)  he  ultimately  obtained.   At  the 
age  01  tucnty-two  years  he  came  with  liis  paitnis  lo  Hinsdale,  where 
he  has  ever  since  resided.    Having  ser\  ed  an  apprenticeship  at  the  black- 
smith's trade  he  became  an  expert  in  that  calling,  which  he  has  fol- 
lowed continuously  and  with  excellent  financial  results  for  the  past 
thirty-five  years.   Fully  appreciating  the  lesson  derived  from  the  ex- 
perience of  his  eariier  years,  he  determined  that  his  diildren  should 
begin  the  activities  of  life  upon  a  more  substantial  basis  tlian  tliat  which 
destiny  had  allotted  to  iiim,  and  his  long  continued  devotion   to  the 
severest  kind  of  toil  has  therefore  been  to  him  a  labor  of  love  and  par- 
ental fcMresigfat  in  behalf  of  his  offspring.   This  laudable  determination 
has  been  rigidly  adhered  to  and  faithfully  executed,  with  the  result  that 
his  children  are  all  properly  educated  and  fitted  for  useful  positions  in 
life.    Incidentally  he  has  through  the  mediimi  of  an  honest  purjwse  and 
conscientious  dealing  created  for  himself  a  large  and  profitable  business 
as  a  horseshoer  and  general  blacksmith,  and  his  steadfast  adlierence  to 
principles  of  righteousness  and  integrity  has  won  the  esteem  and  con- 
fidence of  his  fellow-townsmen. 

Mr.  Lamoureux  was  married  in  Hinsdale,  January  2,  1872,  to  Miss 
Josephine  Bunyan,  who  is  also  a  native  of  the  province  of  Quebec.  They 
have  had  ten  children,  seven  of  wlmm  are  living-:  i.  jo^eiih,  lx»ni  Octo- 
ber 27,  1873,  ^^'^^^  a  blackstnith  in  the  employ  of  his  father.  2. 
Napoleon,  bom  September  26,  1875,  who  is  an  officer  in  the  r^fular 
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army,  attached  to  the  Second  R^ment  United  States  Cavalry,  has 
served  with  distinction  in  the  Philippine  Islands  for  six  years,  and  now 

ranks  as  ser<;eaiU-maj<>r.  jt,.  llcnry.  horn  June  14.  1H77.  wlv)  is  a 
graduate  of  Troy  Business  Colle«je.  Troy,  New  York;  is  11  \v  a  con- 
ductor on  the  Boston  and  Maine  Railway.  4.  Nicholas  F.,  bom  Janu- 
ary  4,  1879,  learned  the  Madcsmith's  trade  under  the  direction  of  his 
father,  and  is  now  following  that  occupation.  5.*  Ida,  bom  November 
8.  1880,  who  is  an  efficient  liookkeeper.  now  employed  hy  a  Pittsfield 
hiisincss  house.  6.  .\j.'nes.  hern  May  31.  1882,  is  an  expert  stenog- 
rapher. 7.  Olive,  bom  May  i,  1885.  who  is  a  graduate  of  a  business 
college,  and  a  musician  of  unusual  ability,  whose  services  are  in  demand 
for  all  popular  musical  and  social  functions. 


CHARLES  LINDON  JOHXSOX. 

riiai  "a  prophet  halh  lionor  save  in  his  own  ctmntry  "  is  the  rule 
is  doubtless  true,  and  that  the  subject  of  this  narrative  is  an  exception 
that  proves  that  mie.  is  equally  true,  in  so  far  as  his  local  reputation  for 
professional  skill  is  cnncemcd. 

He  n-as  born  in  Pittsfield.  Xnvember  4.  1871.  son  of  Charles  K. 
and  Lucy  (  lV'rson<)  lulinsnn.  l..>th  nati\cs  of  I'.crkshirc  county.  Massa- 
chusetts. His  j2^eticral  education  w  is  iwcivcil  in  the  pubhc  scht»ols  of 
Pittsfield.  where  he  also  learned  the  trade  of  machinist,  in  which  he  was 
for  a  short  lime  thereafter  employed.  Befcjre  attaining  his  majority, 
however,  he  had  decided  upon  adopting  the  dental  profession  as  his 
life  work,  nnd  ns  a  necessary  preliminar\'  sou^it  and  o}>tained  employ- 
ment with  a  coinpftcnt  dental  pnictitioncr.  Dr.  A.  \\'.  riahelcr,  of  Pitts- 
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the  service  of  Dr.  J.  H.  Daly,  professor  of  operative  dentistry  in  the 
Uusiun  Dental  (now  Tufts)  College,  a  connection  which  c<»nunviecl  for 
two  years,  and  attorded  unusual  faciliiies  for  boUi  tlic  stud)  and  prac- 
tice of  his  diosen  profession.  For  a  brief  period  thereafter  he  was 
associated  with  Dr.  Baxter,  at  Korthan^on,  Massachusetts,  and  in 
1895  returned  to  Pittsfield  to  resume  work  under  his  original  preceptor. 
Dr.  (laheler,  this  time  well-eijuipijed  to  assume  a  considerate  share  of 
an  extensive  practice.  Mo  passctj  the  examination  v»t  the  Massacliu- 
sctts  State  Board  ot  Registration  in  Dentistry  in  Pitt-FuM.  julv  15, 
1897;  was  elected  a  member  of  Massachusetts  State  Dental  Society, 
June  I,  1898;  and  passed  the  examination  of  Board  of  Registration 
of  New  Hampshire  in  March,  1902.  In  March,  1900,  he  established 
himself  in  practice  in  his  present  offices  in  \\'ri^ht  Block,  Pittsfield, 
anil  has  won  the  ci  tinincc  ;i  c«instainly  wnk'titiig  circle  of  patrons, 
l^r  lohnson  i>  m  exceptionally  vignrous  sjjecimen  of  manhood, 
and  has  given  his  native  city  much  valuable  and  strenuous  service 
as  a  member  of  the  fire  department.'  For  four  years  he  ser\'ed  with 
exceptional  efficiency  as  engineer  of  the  steamer  and  is  still  a  call  man 
of  the  department. 

He  was  niarrii-d.  l"c])'-u.iry  (;.  to  Mac.  (laughter  of  W  illiani 

Xivisoii,  pajier  maker  of  the  Byn.n-Weston  ComiKuiy.  Dalton,  tlie  cere- 
mony taking  place  at  the  office  of  the  American  Consul  at  Edinburgh, 
Scotland,  while  the  lady  in  question  was  visiting  relatives  in  Scotland. 


J.AMES  M.  LIXXEHAN. 

A  retire*]  T'ltt-^lield  nici chant  ami  a  inenihcr  of  ilu-  lioard  of  |)ul)lic 
works,  Mr.  T.innchan  was  tcn<lcre<l  the  supjwrt  of  both  political  parties 
at  his  reappointment  to  that  board  the  present  year,  and  has  therefore 
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proved  his  devotion  to  the  best  interest  of  the  municipality  as  well  as  his 
good  citizenship. 

He  is  ot'  Irish  descent,  his  ]).uent<,  tlie  late  Micliael  and  Catherine 
(Tomey)  Linnehan,  having  emigrated  from  Ireland  nearly  sixty  years 
ago,  settling  in  Berkshire  county.  Michael  XJnnehan  was  for  many 
years  employed  in  the  Richmond  iron  mines.  He  was  an  honest,  hard- 
working man  and  took  special  care  to  instill  into  the  minds  of  his  chil- 
dren the  value  of  industry,  and  his  efforts  in  that  direction  have  borne 
good  fruit.  All  of  his  children  have  become  worthy  men  and  women, 
and  one  of  his  s<mis.  Dennis  l.itiiKhnn,  a  sketch  of  whom  will  be  found 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  defendc<l  the  cause  nf  the  union  for  three  years 
during  the  Civil  war.  Michael  Linnehan  died  when  his  son  James  M. 
was  nine  years  old. 

James  M.  Linnehan  was  bom  in  Pittsfield.  educated  in  the  paUic 
schools,  and  during  his  boyhood  and  youth  was  employed  at  forming 
and  gardeniIl<.,^  Tie  entered  mercantile  husiness  as  a  clerk  for  Afes^rs. 
Casey  and  Bacon,  with  whom  he  remained  for  some  time,  and  when 
opportunity  permitted  he  engi^ied  in  the  grocery  business  on  his  own 
account.  He  continued  in  trade  for  a  period  of  twenty-one  years, 
realizing  excellent  financial  results,  and  recently  withdrew  from  active 
business  pursuits.  He  has  long  been  a  leading  spirit  in  local  DenKh 
cratic  politics,  but  without  official  aspirations.  In  1904  he  was  ap- 
pointed a  mcmlier  o{  the  hoard  of  public  works,  in  which  capacity  lie 
rendered  such  able  and  prnisew(  rthy  ^erx  ire  as  to  cause  bis  rcap[>-iint- 
ment  in  1905  by  a  Republican  administration,  and  he  has  effectually 
demonstrated  his  desire  to  protect  and  advance  the  dty^s  interests  in  a 
non-partisan  as  well  as  a  conscientious  manner. 

Mr.  Limidian  is  a  member  of  the  Veteran  Firemen's  .Association, 
the  Knights  of  Columbus,  St.  Joseph's  (Roman  Catholic)  church,  and 
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the  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  Society.  In  1889  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Margaret  C.  1  lanrahan,  nf  Pittsfield.  'Ilicir  children  are: 
^largaret.  born  in  likfo;  \\  illiatn,  in  1S92;  Edward,  in  1^94;  Catherine, 
in  1900;  Mary,  in  1902,  and  Agnes,  in  1904. 


HENRY  D.  SEDGWICK. 

Henry  D.  Sedgwick,  numbered  anmntf  the  li'  iiKied  dead  oi  Massa- 
chusetts, was  one  of  the  most  distinguished  lawyers  of  the  state,  and 
represented  a  family  that  through  successive  generations  from  the  early 
colonization  of  New  ^gland  down  to  the  present  time  has  borne  an 
important  part  in  shaping  the  history  of  state  and  nation  along  legisla- 
tive and  jtididal  lines. 

Ri^hert  Sedgwick,  the  i)roL,'ciiiti  t  oi'  the  t'aniily  in  America,  catne 
from  England  to  the  New  World  in  1636,  and  for  nearly  two  decades 
was  one  of  the  leading  and  influential  citizens  uf  the  Charlestown  colony, 
his  strong  intelligence  and  patriotic  spirit  well  qualifying  him  for  the 
high  official  honors  to  which  he  was  called.  He  served  as  deputy  to 
the  general  court,  as  selectman,  and  as  commander  of  the  Ancient  and 
Honorable  Artillery  Company,  the  oldest  military  ( n t^anization  in  con- 
tinuous existence  in  the  cnnitry.  Later  he  was  major-general  of  the 
Massachusetts  militia,  and  subsequently  was  commissioned  by  Oliver 
Cromwell  military  governor  of  the  island  of  Jamaica,  in  the  West 
Indies.  He  was  discharging  the  duties  of  that  position  when  his  death 
occurred,  1656. 

Hon.  Theodore  Sedtjwick,  no  less  distingiitshed  than  the  first 
American  ancestor,  was  Wn  in  Connccticnt  in  1746.  He  was  a  dele- 
gate to  the  continental  congress,  and  following  the  Revolutionary  war 
-was  several  terms  a  member  of  the  national  house  of  representatives. 
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acting  as  its  speaker  for  one  term,  and  taking  an  important  part  in 
framing  constructive  legislation.    He  was  for  one  term  a  member  of  the 

United  States  senate,  aiul  througln'Ut  the  years  uf  his  manhood  he  con- 
tinued in  the  active  practice  ol  law  until  elevated  to  t!ie  Ijcndi  of  the 
supreme  court  of  Massadiusetts,  where  he  served  until  his  death,  in  1813. 

Heniy  Dwight  Sedgwick,  second  son  of  Judge  Theodore  Sedg- 
wick, was  born  in  Stockbridge,  Massachusetts,  and  completed  his  educa- 
tion by  graduating  from  Williams  College  with  the  class  of  1804.  Hav- 
ing prepared  t'nr  tlic  bar,  lie  ])racii(.ed  in  New  \'urk  citv  tdr  inanv  vcars, 
the  firm  of  H.  U.  &  K.  Sedgwick  occupying  a  position  of  distinctive 
precedence  there.  He  married  a  daughter  of  that  eminent  jurist,  the 
Hon.  George  Richards  Minot,  at  one  time  judge  of  the  nranicipal  court 
of  Boston,  in  which  city  Mrs.  Sedgwick  was  bom. 

Their  son,  Henry  D.  Sedgwick,  bom  in  Stockbridge,  Massachusetts, 
August  16.  1824,  prei)ared  for  college  in  a  private  school  conducted  by 
Samuel  O.  Parker,  in  his  native  tt)wn.  When  a  youth  of  fifteen  he 
matriculated  in  Harvard,  and.  pursuing  a  cla>sical  course,  was  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1845.  prepared  for  the  bar 
as  a  student  in  the  law  office  of  his  cousin  in  New  York  City.  Theodore 
Sedgwick,  Jr.,  and  his  prelhninary  reading  was  supplemented  by  a  course 
in  the  Harvard  Law  School.  Following  his  admission  to  the  bar  of 
New  \  <>rk  state  in  1846  he  t<:i  ik  charge  of  his  cousin's  law  jiractice.  and 
a  few  years  later  entered  into  partnership  with  James  H.  Storrs.  prac- 
ticing for  many  years  under  the  firm  name  of  Storrs  &  Sedgwick,  with 
an  extensive  and  important  clientele.  On  the  dissolution  of  the  partner- 
ship he  practiced  alone  until  his  retirement  from  active  connection  with 
the  profession  in  1893.  his  son,  Henry  D.  Sedgwidc,  Jr.,  becoming  his 
successor  in  the  in.'m.ii^vinciit  of  im]Kirtant  legal  interests  in  New  N'ork. 

As  an  author  of  legal  works  Henry  D.  Sedg^vick  was  equally  well 
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known.  He  was  the  editor  u£  two  editions  of  "  Setlgwick  on  Damages," 
which  he  greatly  enlarged  and  which  has  long  been  regarded  as  au- 
thority. He  was  also  the  author  of  "  Sedgwick's  Leading  Cases  in  the 
Law  of  Damages/'  and  for  many  years  he  was  the  secretary  of  the  New 
York  Law  Institute.  He  belonged  to  the  New  Yorie  City  Bar  Associa- 
tion and  to  the  New  York  State  Bar  Association,  and  the  position  which 
he  held  among  his  colk-.imu  >^  is  indicated  by  the  tact  that  he  was  for 
many  year'^  honored  with  its  secretaryship. 

Mr.  Sedgwick's  interest  in  community  affairs  was  deep  and  sincere, 
and  was  manifest  by  his  tangible  support  of  many  prc^essive  meas- 
ures. He  made  his  home  in  Stockbridge,  and  was  the  president  of  the 
Stodcbridge  Casino  from  its  formation  until  his  death.  A  communi- 
cant of  the  Episcopal  church,  he  also  ser\-ed  as  one  of  its  vestrymen,  and 
througii  a  long  jXM  iod  was  a  member  and  president  of  the  Library  Asso- 
ciation <  It  StockbriUge,  and  president  of  the  T^uircl  Hill  Association,  or 
Village  Improvement  Society.  As  the  champion  of  many  measures  of 
reform  and  improvement,  as  well  as  through  his  personal  characteristics, 
he  so  endeared  himself  to  his  fdlow  townsmen  that  his  death  was  deeply 
deplored  in  his  home  community,  while  the  state  mourned  the  loss  of  a 
distinguished  son. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  was  married  in  1857  to  Miss  Henrietta  Ellery  Sedg- 
wick, of  New  York,  a  daughter  of  Robert  Sedgwick,  and  a  great- 
granddaughter  of  William  Ellery,  of  Rhode  Island,  who  was  one  of  the 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  D. 
Sedgwick  were  the  parents  of  five  children :  Henry  D.,  Jr.,  lawyer  and 
author  of  New  York ;  Rev.  Theo<lore  Sedgwick,  rector  of  the  Episcopal 
church  at  Wilhamstown.  Mas'^aclni'-ctts :  Alexander,  Jane  Minot,  and 
Ellery,  who  is  assistant  editor  of  the  Youth's  Companiou.  of  Boston, 
Massachusetts.   A  man  of  scholarly  attainments,  leaving  to  the  world 
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the  fniits  of  a  cultureil  and  well  disciplined  mind  in  valuable  l'.\i,'a!  \t>I- 
iiiiies.  aiul  the  impress  of  his  indi\ i'luality  t<ir  >^'<Mid  upon  local  progress 
and  advancement,  he  died,  while  traveling  abroad,  in  Rome.  Italy,  in 
19P3- 


DR.  HENRY  J.  VROOMAN. 

Dr.  Henry  J.  Vrooman.  who  is  physician-in-charf?e  and  manajs^er  of 
the  well  known  Raker-Rosc  Sanitarium  of  Xorth  .\dams.  a  position  re- 
quiring peculiar  fitness  of  professional  and  executive  ability  which  near- 
ly twenty-five  years  of  successful  practice  and  managerial  direction  have 
shown  to  be  diaracteristics  of  his  career,  was  bom  in  Trenton,  Oneida 
county.  New  York,  and  is  a  grandson  of  Dr.  Adam  Vrooman.  who  was 
a  skillful  and  highly  esteemed  physician  of  that  county  a  generation 
ago. 

With  his  literary  e<lucation  aciiuircd  in  Fairfield  Academy,  Her- 
kimer  county.  New  Yoik,  he  studied  medicine  in  Bellevue  College,  and 
has  been  in  active  practice  since  1882 — ^twelve  years  in  Herkimer  county, 
a  year  and  a  half  in  QMiiwall-on-the-Hudson,  five  years  in  Boston,  and 
in  1898  took  charge  of  the  Baker-Rose  Sanitarium.  This  institution, 
which  is  ku'iwii  by  its  successful  results  all  over  the  countr\  ,  is  ci  inducted 
for  the  >cicntitlc  treatment  and  cure  of  liquor,  opium,  morphine,  cocaine 
and  chloral  habits.  It  is  located  in  Park  avenue,  east  of  the  city,  on  a 
high  hill  from  which  a  beautiful  view  of  North  Adams  and  the  moun- 
tains can  be  had.  Situated  Of^posite  a  park  gix'en  to  the  city  by  the  late 
Mr.  Kemp,  in  the  locality  known  as  Kempville.  the  site  is  ideal  for  a 
sanitarium,  the  wholesome  and  inspirinjj  surroundinijs  contributini;  no 
little  part  to  the  successful  restoration  of  patients.  The  house  was 
originally  intended  for  a  summer  hotel,  is  a  large  three-story  and  base- 
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iiiciii  >tructure,  heated  thn)iiu)i< .m  with  steam,  and  can  acconmioclate 
frc'iii  twenty-five  to  thirty  patients. 

The  Baker-Rose  Sanitarium  has  a  rather  remaricahle  record  in  its 
comparatively  new  field  of  medical  science,  hut  one  fraught  with  much 
good  to  mankind.  Ninety-five  per  cent  of  the  patients  received  and 
treated  are  disc!iart,^e«l  cnired — a  phcm (intnal  reenrd  for  any  institution 
of  similar  nature.  I  lic  treatment  applied  here  is  also  used  in  a  ntmiber 
of  other  sanitariums  throughout  the  United  States,  and  during  the 
past  nine  years  over  forty  thousand  persons  have  been  cured  in  this 
country  by  the  treatment  tised  at  the  Baker-Rose  Sanitarium,  and  in 
Massachnsetts  ainnc  over  a  th«iu-an<l  have  been  cured  in  the  last  fnur 
years.  The  Baker-Kose  is  the  only  institiuion  of  its  kintl  in  this  state. 
The  accommodations  for  patients  are  most  complete  and  satisfactory, 
lady  patients  being  furnished  with  women  nurses,  and  the  service 
throughout  being  of  the  highest  grade.  The  references  as  to  financial 
Standin;^  and  the  L,n'ner  tl  ehanieter  of  the  institution  in  all  its  objects 
and  rcsidts  arc  <>i"  the  \  cry  highest  class,  and  furnishcil  by  the  represent- 
ative banking  and  business  houses  uf  the  cotmtry. 


HENRY  J.  ARNOLD. 

Respected  and  esteemed  for  his  upright  diaracter,  this  venerable 
resident  of  Adams  has  passed  the  scriptural  age  limit  of  three  score  years 
and  ten,  but  is  still  busily  engaged  in  the  activities  of  life,  attending  with 
tmtnterrupted  regularity  to  his  numerous  business  duties  with  the  sta- 
bility and  precision  of  a  much  vouti.^'er  man.  lie  is  a  native  of  Adams, 
son  of  Elislia  .\rnold  and  Electa  (Hemiuingway )  Arnold,  the  fomier 
of  whom  was  a  prosperous  farmer  of  his  day.   l*hey  reared  three  sons, 
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namely:  Henry  J.,  the  principal  subject  of  this  sketch;  Shubael,  who  is 
now  re-sidine:  in  New  London;  and  Daniel,  also  a  resident  of  that  city. 

Hcnr>'  J.  Arnold  was  born  August  26,  1833.  He  was  roared  and 
educated  in  Adams,  spending  his  earlier  years  upon  the  homestead  farm, 
and  when  a  young  man  began  the  activities  of  life  by  operating  a  saw 
mill.  Having  fomiliarized  himself  with  the  manufacture  of  lumber, 
he  erected  a  mill  of  his  own  in  1865,  and  carried  it  on  successfully  for 
a  periotl  of  fifteen  years,  -ir  unti':  ab<iut  !88<j.  when  he  removed  to  his 
present  location  and  engaged  m  the  lumber  trade.  In  1896  he  admitted 
his  sons  Willis  H.  and  John  E.  to  partnership,  tmder  the  firm  name  of 
Henry  J.  Arnold  and  Sons,  and  this  concern  is  now  transacting  a  large 
and  profitable  business,  handling  all  kinds  of  long  and  short  lumber  and 
kindred  materials. 

Mr,  Arnold  married  Miss  Jennette  Patridge.  Their  diildren  arc: 
Sylvia,  \\  illis  II..  Jdin  E.,  Daniel  L.,  and  Cynthia,  who  died  in  infancy. 
Sylvia  is  now  the  wife  of  E.  A.  Thatclier. 


WILLIAM  T.  PETHERBKIDGE. 

William  Thomas  Petherbridge,  of  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  prom- 
inently identified  with  commercial  affairs  in  that  city ,  is  a  son  of  Thomas 

rcthcrliritlge,  who  was  born  in  Ijiickiastleigh,  Devonshire,  I'jigland,  Au- 
gust 30,  1824.  and  died  in  Utica,  New  Ynrk,  Feliruary  20,  1897;  mar- 
ried Harriet  Thomas,  bom  in  Horrabridge,  England,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Gridley,  and  adopted  daughter  of  her  tmde,  William  Thomas. 

Thomas  Petherbridge  was  descended  from  one  of  the  members  of 
a  Flemish  colony  that  came  to  the  county  of  Devon,  England,  in  the 
seventeenth  century,  and  carried  on  the  wool  clothier  s  trade.  The  first 
of  the  family  born  in  Buckfastleigh  was  born  in  1703.    Thomas  Fether- 
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bridge  was  a  wool  stapler  and  wool  comber,  and  continued  in  the  busi- 
ness until  the  introduction  of  machinery  for  combing.  In  1852  he 
came  to  the  United  States  with  his  family.  He  first  secured  woiic  in 
Utica,  New  York,  where  he  remained  for  about  twenty  years,  then  re- 
moving' to  Ikoail  liriMik.  C'l  imecticut.  wl'crc  lie  lived  for  seventeen  year?. 
He  then  went  out  of  business,  an<l  returned  to  Utica  eight  years  l>efore 
his  deatli.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  churchy  was 
well  known  in  musical  circles,  and  was  an  Odd  Fellow  for  forty  years. 
Mrs.  Petherbridge  was  descended  through  her  mother  from  Su*  John 
Hawkins,  the  distinguished  English  navigator  and  naval  commander, 
who  bore  a  gallant  part  against  the  Spanish  Armada.  Mrs.  Harriet 
(TlnMuas)  Petherbridge  died  July  20,  k/ji.  Of  her  three  children,  but 
one,  the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch,  survives. 

William  Thomas  Petherbridge  was  born  in  England,  July  11,  1848. 
He  married,  December  19,  1871,  Miss  Emily  E.  Norris,  of  Utica,  New 
York,  daughter  of  William  Norris,  who  was  also  a  native  of  England. 
Tliey  have  two  children,  Nellie  E.  and  William  T.  Petherbridge. 

Mr.  Petherbridge  entered  the  employ  of  the  Globe  Manufacturing 
Company,  Utica.  New  ^'ork,  ami  in  1863  became  bookkeeper  in  the 
New  York  city  othce  of  the  company,  remaining  there  until  187 1.  He 
then  took  the  same  position  in  a  large  mill  at  Broad  Brook,  Ccmnecticut, 
which  he  retained  until  1884,  and  a  year  later  became  treastuvr  of  the 
Bel  Air  Manufacturing  Companv  in  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts.  That 
company  was  in  the  hau<ls  <tf  its  creditors,  and  Mr.  Pctlierl>ridge  com- 
pleted the  liquidation  of  its  affairs  in  i8(>o,  and  for  the  next  two  years 
was  treasurer  of  the  Stevenson  Manufacturing  Company.  -He  then  en- 
gaged in  the  furnishing  business  with  Lewis  Bums,  under  die  firm 
name  of  Petherbridge  &  Bums.  Th^  built  up  an  extensive  trade,  and 
were  obliged  to  move  into  a  latter  store.   He  withdrew  from  the  firm 
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a  few  years  ago  and  is  now  cfticc  manager  tor  the  Spark  Coil  Com- 
pany, I'lttsftekl. 

Mr.  Petherbridge  was  one  of  the  founders  of  and  for  some  time 
a  director  in  the  Pittsfield  CoH^rative  Bank.  He  was  a  director  of 
the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  He  was  made  a  Mason  in 
Broad  Brook,  Connecticut,  and  was  affiliated  with  a  lodge  in  Rock- 

ville.  ?ii<l  a  C'!mn)an<k;y  n\  Knij^hts  Templar  in  Hartford,  and  is  now 
a  member  ot  the  lodge  in  PittsHeld.  He  has  held  high  rank  in  the  order, 
and  has  attained  to  the  Tliirty-third  degree  Scottish  Rite.  He  belongs 
to  several  fraternal  insurance  societies.  He  is  a  communicant  of  St 
Stephen's  (Protestant  Episcopal)  church,  of  which  he  has  been  senior 
>^*arden.  He  is  a  Republican,  and  takes  an  interest  in  pditicaJ  affairs, 
but  has  held  no  offices  save  those  of  councilman  from  Ward  7,  in  1892. 
and  school  commitleenian  by  election  lor  1906-7-8, 


HARRY  DONAHUE. 

Harry  Donahue,  proprietor  of  the  Howland  House,  at  Zylonite,  in 
the  town  of  Adams,  was  born  in  Abington,  Massachusetts,  March  20, 
i860.    He  there  worked  with  his  father.  James  Donahue,  in  a  shoe 

factory,  hut  later  turned  his  attentio  n  to  the  hotel  l)u^incss.  in  which  lie 
found  a  congenial  and  jirolitablc  held  of  labor.  He  was  for  eight  years 
proprietor  of  the  Old  American  House  at  North  Adsuns,  and  in  1896 
purdiased  the  Howland  House,  situated  opposite  the  works  formerly 
occupied  by  the  Zylonite  Company,  but  now  constituting  the  plant  of 
the  Berkshire  Hills  Paper  Company.  It  is  on  the  line  of  the  Hoosac 
Valley  F.lectric  Railway,  two  miles  from  Adams  and  four  miles  fr<im 
Xorth  Aflams.  at  the  foot  of  (  jreyl<K-k  ^^onnta^n.  One  of  the  best  views 
of  old  Gre}dock  is  obtainable  from  the  hotel,  which  is  surrounded  by  the 
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mapnitKCiit  scciici  v  "f  tiie  Picrksliire  hills.  The  I  lowland  House  was 
built  iv»r  I*  rank  Haskins  in  1886.  atnl  was  In  hitn  conducted  for  a  year 
and  a  half,  when  it  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Donahue.  It  contains  twenty* 
four  sleeping  rooms,  two  parlors,  a  large  dining  room,  sample  rooms, 
and  a  good  livery  in  connection  with  the  hotel. 

Mr.  Donahne  is  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  F.Iks:  the  I'ratcnial  Order  of  h'ai^k-s;  the  Imlependeiit  ()r<ler  of  Red 
Men.  Ix.-loMjiin','^  to  Mayoonsifk  i  riho.  Xo.  ijy,  of  North  Adams;  and 
Thistle  Quoit  Club  of  Renfrew,  Ma.ssachusetts. 


THOMAS  CURRAN. 

Chief  of  ix>Iice  of  the  city  tif  Adams,  a  position  which  he  has  hon- 
ored by  his  iiicuniljency  during  its  existence,  and  whose  duties  he  has 
discharged  with  that  eAiciency  which  among  his  fellmv  citizens  has 
always  been  his  best  known  characteristic,  was  bom  in  the  town  of 
Washington,  Massachusetts,  in  August.  1853.  His  parents,  Thomas 
and  Mary  Curran,  natives  of  Ireland,  came  to  this  country  many  years 
ago.  and  were  long  held  amonjcf  the  most  hipfhly  respected  citizens  of 
Adams.  The  father  passed  away  in  1888,  while  the  mother  dietl  only 
recently.  Deccmlwr  3,  K/J4. 

Chief  Curran,  after  the  completion  of  sdiuol  days,  worked  in  the 
Renfrew  mill  at  Adams  until  he  was  about  twenty-four  years  old.  He 
left  this  woiic  on  his  election  to  the  office  of  constable,  and  in  189 1  was 
appointed  by  the  selectmen  of  Adams  as  nigfht  watchman  for  the  mer- 
chants. On  the  reorijan'/;ttion  of  tlie  jjolice  force,  found  neccss;iry  l:y 
the  increasing  size  of  the  city  an<l  need  <if  additional  etticiejicy  in  policing 
and  protection,  he  was  appointe<l  to  the  office  of  chief  of  police,  this 
occurr  t;  on  May  i,  1895.     ^^^^  ^       ^^1^       office  for  an  entire 
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decade.   He  was  a  nieihber  of  the  building  committee  for  the  police 

station  house,  which  was  opened  Novenilx."r  i.  1896.  He  it  was  who 
suggested,  at  a  town  meeting,  tlie  need  ot  a  station  house  and  submitted 
plans  for  the  same,  which  were  adopted  b\  the  committee  of  which  he 
was  a  member.  The  members  of  this  committee  were:  Chairman, 
Nelson  B.  Bixby,  A.  B.  Daniels,  F.  O.  Waters,  C.  H.  Tenney  and 
Thomas  Cur  ran. 

Chief  Curran  affiliates  with  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 

of  Elks,  the  Knights  of  Coliiiiibus,  the  Foresters  oi  America  and  the 
Emmett  Association. 

WILUAM  FRANCIS  DiMNEEN. 

William  Francis  Dinneen,  Chief  of  Police  in  North  Adams»  was 
bom  in  Stamford,  Vermont,  February  7.  i860.    He  had  lived  in  North 

Adams,  however,  since  he  was  sewn  years  ui  age,  and  early  in  life 
entered  upon  his  business  career  as  an  employe  in  the  Arnold  Printing 
Works  of  this  city,  where  he  rose  by  successive  steps,  his  capabiUty  and 
fidelity  winning  him  ready  recognition  in  promotion  until  he  was  made 
assistant  foreman.  He  resigned  that  position  in  April,  1887,  in  order 
to  accept  a  position  on  the  North  Adams  police  force  as  a  patrolman, 
appointed  by  the  enforcement  board  of  selectmen  composed  of  W.  G. 
Cady,  D.  J-  Barlier  and  John  I^irkin.  The  enff»rcement  rule  which 
was  an  issue  at  the  time  and  caused  his  appointment  concerned  the  excise 
law.  In  1896  when  the  city  was  incorporated  and  Mayor  A.  C.  Houg^* 
ton  was  making  his  appointments,  he  promoted  Mr.  Dinneen  to  diief 
captain  of  policy  and  in  1900  he  was  further  advanced  by  appointment 
to  the  position  of  chief  of  police  by  Mayor  E.  S.  Wilkinson.  His  pro- 
ni'-iiiin  has  come  as  a  nieritcii  ackiMw  led  lament  of  his  fidelity  to  duty 
and  his  power  in  enforcing  law  and  order. 
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Mr.  Dinneen  is  a  nieinber  of  the  Father  Mathcw  Temperance 
Association,  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  tlie  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles, 
die  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  and  the  Foresters  of  America. 
His  business,  political  and  social  career  alike  commend  him  to  the  con- 
fidence and  respect  of  his  fellow  townsmen. 


OW  EN  \\\  WELCH. 

Owen  W.  Welch,  for  the  past  twenty  years  a  well  known  wholesale 
liquor  dealer  of  North  Adams,  was  bom  in  Qarksburg,  this  county, 

August  27,  1852.  His  father,  Mathew  Welch,  was  bom  in  the  county 
Meath,  Ireland,  in  uSiS,  and  emigrated  at  an  early  age,  locating  first  in 
North  Adams,  where  he  resided  for  some  years  and  was  emi)loved  in 
several  public-works  enterprises  of  importance.  He  superintended  the 
construction  of  the  first  water  works  system,  and  was  also  identified 
witii  other  operations  of  a  similar  character  in  different  parts  of  Berk- 
shire county.  The  independent  life  of  a  farmer  was  dearer  to  him, 
however,  than  any  other  means  of  livelihood,  and.  liaviiig  purchased  a 
valuable  piece  of  agfricultural  property  in  Clarksburg,  he  devoted  the 
remainder  of  his  life  to  its  cultivation.  Throughout  the  entire  active 
period  of  his  life  he  displayed  the  halMts  of  industry  and  thrift  char-, 
acteristic  of  his  sturdy  race,  and  was  tn  every  wa>  an  exemplar}'  citizen. 
He  married  Marcclla  Marim.  also  a  native  of  county  Mcath.  whose 
death  occurred  September  13.  i8(X).  .Mathew  and  Marcclla  (Martin) 
Welch  were  the  parents  of  four  children,  of  whom  James  E.  and  Owen 

W.  are  the  only  survivors.  ^  i 
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gagied  in  the  wholesale  liquor  business  at  North  AUaim,  aiul  has  fol- 
lowed it  continuously  and  with  success  to  the  present  time.  Mr.  Welch 
is  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Knights 
of  the  Golden  Eagle,  and  the  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians.  In  187S 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Annie  Barry.  Their  children  are 
Owen  \V.,  Jr.,  Margaret  I  ",  and  Ida  M.  \\  cich. 


GRENVILLE  A.  PARKER. 

Grenville  A.  Parker,  superintendent  of  the  rag  department  of  the 
Byron  Weston  Paper  Company's  mills,  Dalton,  is  the  youngest  of  the 
surviving  children  of  the  late  Samuel  I.  and  Jane  E.  (Curtis)  Parker, 

who  wore  widely  and  favoraltly  known  residents  of  Dalton  in  their  dav. 
The  family  iiave  loiip^  been  it'entilied  with  the  ai^ricMiUnral  and  indus- 
trial interests  of  Dalton,  of  w  hich  town  Samuel  1.  Plarkcr  was  a  life- 
long resident,  and  who.  in  addition  to  conducting  extensive  farming 
operations,  was  engaged  in  the  lumber  business.  For  many  years  he 
served  as  deputy  sheriff,  exercising  the  prerogatives  of  that  office  both 
in  Dalton  and  Pittsfield.  and  as  a  civil  ofitioer  was  extrcinelv  popiilnr. 
He  diei'i  I'chri'ary  17,  1X7  ^  atid  t!ie  death  of  his  wife  occurred  June 
9.  1867.  i  hrcc  of  their  diiidren  are  now  living,  namely  :  Jennie,  now 
Mrs.  Armington;  5>amuel  I.,  now  connected  with  the  Government 
Paper  Mills,  Dalton,  and  who  is  the  subject  of  ' another  sketch  to  be 
found  in  this  work;  and  Grenville  A.,  the  principal  subject  of  this  nar- 
rative. 

Haviiii:,'-  studied  preliminarily  in  the  Haiti. n  |>ui>lic  scIkx.Is.  r,ren- 
ville  A.  I'arker  attended  the  Drury  Academy,  and  concluded  his  educa- 
tion with  a  commercial  course  at  Eastman's  Business  CoU^e,  Pough- 
keepsie.  New  York.   For  thirty  conseaitive  years  he  has  been  in  the 
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er.  ploy  1)1  lilt  J'.yron  W  eston  l'aj)er  Company,  and  has  worked  his  way 
iorward  to  the  responsible  position  oi  superinteudeiU  of  the  rag  de- 
partment. For  a  number  of  years  he  served  as  constable,  was  on  the 
school  board  for  some  time,  and  as  a  public  official  proved  himself 
worthy  of  the  confidence  in  which  he  is  held  by  his  fdlow-townsmen. 

Mr.  Parker  married  Mi:ss  Mary  Mooney,  daughter  of  Michael  and 
I'llizaljctli  Mooncv.  i>t  DaUon.  Niardi  5,  187K.  Their  children  arc: 
Jetuiic,  'iHirn  July  '>.  1S81.  an<l  whi)  is  iinu  the  wife  of  Walter  A.  Pel- 
ton;  John,  Ixjrn  Xovember  16,  Elizabeth,  bt^rn  February  5,  1885; 
Minnie,  bom  June  2,  1886,  died  July  22,  1903;  Samuel,  bom  May  9, 
1889;  Thomas,  bora  January  3.  1892,  died  June  2,  1892;  William,  bom 
September  7,  1893,  died  February  17.  1894;  Philip,  bom  October  7, 

•^95-   ' 

KOllllk  T  M  ARSH  ALL. 

One  of  those  citizens  of  foreign  birth  of  whom  Berkshire  county 
can  justly  be  proud  is  Robert  Marshall,  who  has  been  for  nearly  forty 
years  a  worthy  citizen  of  Dalton.  His  father,  John  Marshall,  who  lived 
and  died  in  his  native  Ireland,  was  a  hard  working  man  whose  sole  ob- 
ject in  life  wa^;  the  wcliarc  of  his  children,  "f  \vh<ini  tlurc  were  eight, 
and  oi  that  nnniljcr  seven  emigrate*!  to  the  United  States.  The  only 
daughter,  Bridget.  marrie<l  Christian  Olson  and  went  to  San  Francisco. 
One  son,  Patrick,  is  now  living  in  PittsfieUl.  and  two  others  resided  for 
some  time  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

Robert  M^rrshall,  son  of  John  Marsliall.  was  bom  in  1824.  in  Gal- 
way,  Irelanfl.  I'.arly  in  life,  desirint;  to  better  his  condition,  he  went 
to  Knglantl.  where  for  several  years  he  worked  in  a  coal  mine  at  (ireat 
Bridge.  In  1865  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  leaving  his  family 
behind  to  wait  until  he  should  see  his  way  clear  to  make  a  home  for 
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them  on  this  side  of  the  sea.   He  settled  in  Dalton,  where  he  soon 

found  cnipl"  >vniciit  with  the  Crane  family,  and  in  1868  sent  for  his 
family.  In  |M)liiics  Mr.  Marshall  is  a  stcadtaht  Dcni' n  i at,  having  with 
one  exception  always  voted  with  his  party,  that  exception  I  ciiit;  made  in 
favor  of  his  employer,  ex-Governor  -W.  Murray  Crane.  He  is  an  active 
and  devoted  member  of  the  Roman  Cadiolic  church. 

Mr.  Marshall  married,  in  1854,  while  living  in  Engkind,  Ddia 
Russell,  and  their  children  are:  John,  born  1855;  William,  bom  1858, 
lives  in  Auburn,  Now  York:  Mary.  Ixirn  iS^io.  died  in  infancy;  Michael, 
born  1861.  died  in  Dalton,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years;  and  Mary  (2), 
bom  1864,  became  the  wife  of  John  Crockwell,  of  Dalton,  who  is  em- 
ployed in  the  Gdvemment  Mill;  they  have  four  children.  After  com- 
mg  to  America  three  more  children  were  bora  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marshall, 
only  one  of  whom  survives — Robert,  bom  in  1872.  and  lives  in  Con- 
necticut, riie  union  of  Mr.  an<l  Mrs.  Marsliall.  after  enduring  fur 
nearly  half  a  century,  was  dissolved  hy  the  death  of  the  wife  and  mother, 
who  passed  away  in  1903.  The  loss  was  deeply  felt  by  the  whole  family, 
but  especially  by  the  aged  husband,  who  has  since  been  in  very  feeble 
health.  Mr.  Marshall  will  reside  for  the  remainder  of  his  life  with  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  John  Crockwell,  mentioned  above. 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON  FARNAM. 

George  Washington  Farnam,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Berkshire 
county,  Massachusetts,  was  bora  in  183 1,  the  son  of  Oran  and  Almena 
Churchill  (Squier)  Faraam.  The  name  of  Famam  has  long  been  closely 
identified  with  the  settlement,  progress  and  improvement  of  the  town 

of  Laneshoro.  Massaclnisctts.  Tlie  jjrogenitors  of  the  family  in  this 
country  were  Joseph  Farnam  and  two  brothers  who  emigrated  to  tlie 
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United  States  from  England,  one  settling  in  Vermont,  oat  in  Connecti- 
cut, and  Joseph  in  Massachusetts.  He  was  the  father  of  a  large  family, 
one  of  whom  was  John,  ilic  grandfather  of  George  Washington  Famam. 

Jolni  I'arnain  was  burn  in  17O7.  All  his  life  was  spent  in  Lancaboro, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  agnculiurai  pursuits,  having  purchased  a  larni 
on  what  is  now  known  as  The  Uill."  He  married  and  was  tlie  father 
of  three  children,  one  of  whom  was  Oran,  father  of  George  W.  Famam. 
The  death  of  John  Famam  occurred  in  1856^ 

Oran  Famam  was  bom  in  1797.  Like  his  father  ami  grandfather, 
he  followed  the  c.uinig  ui  a  laiuier.  1  he  oUl  iiunie  which  he  cultivated 
IS  a  short  distance  above  the  village  oi  Laneslxjro  and  is  still  in  tlie  pos- 
session of  the  family,  although  not  occupied  by  theiiL  Oran  married 
Almena  Churchill  Squier,  and  their  children  were:  i.  Oran  Franklin, 
bom  1820,  married  Hannah  M.  Hungerford,  of  Hancock,  Massachu- 
setts, and  they  have  four  children — Walter,  Frank,  Nellie  and  Florence. 
2.  John  M.,  bora  1822,  married  Maria  Searl.  3.  Almena  Maria,  bora 
i8-.'4,  married  X'alorous  Burlinghani;  her  husband  is  deceased,  and  she 
makes  her  home  with  her  brother  George.  4.  George  Washington 
(see  forward.) 

Geoi^  Washington  Famam  obtained  his  educational  training  in 
the  district  school,  and  a  private  school  which  he  later  attended  in 
Lanesboro.  Immediately  after  leaving-  the  schoolroom  Mr.  Famam  en- 
^gcd  in  fanning,  having  a  strong  liking  and  a«ia[)tiuule  for  this  work, 
ilc  and  his  brothers  occupied  and  cultivated  the  home  farm  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  prior  to  the  death  of  their  father,  and  in  1870  George  pur- 
chased the  farm  he  now  conducts,  and  his  brothers  occupy  the  old  home- 
stead farm.  Mr.  Famam  markets  the  products  of  his  farm,  which  is 
one  of  the  most  fertile  in  the  country,  and  which  he  hats  bnnight  to  a 
high  state  oi  cultivation.    He  is  an  excellent  citizen  and  an  industrious. 
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capable  farmer.  Politically  he  accords  with  the  principles  of  the  Rcpuii- 
lican  party,  and  is  a  strong  temperance  advocate.  He  and  his  family 
are  members  of  the  Coi^;r^tional  churdi. 

In  1859  George  Washington  Famam  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Hannah  Martha  Jacobs,  the  daughter  of  Davis  and  Anna  Jacobs,  of 
RoN.ilsion,  .Maj)saci»usetts.  Of  tlie  children  born  to  tlieni,  hut  due. 
Anna  Alniena,  is  living,  and  she  resides  at  home.  ^Irs.  Farnam  passed 
away  October  19,  1903. 

GEORGE  CROCKWELU 

George  Crockwell,  deceased,  who  was  for  many  years  connected 
with  tlie  (ilass  C  oniiiau}  !*  works  at  Llerk^hire.  lierkshire  civnUy.  Miissa- 
chuselts,  was  the  son  ol  Thomas  CrockwcII,  who,  accompanied  by  his 
brother  and  sister,  emigrated  to  this  country  from  Ireland  about  1850. 
Upon  their  arrival  they  settled  in  Berlcshire  county,  Massachusetts,  and, 
the  surrounding  country  being  in  an  undeveloped  condition  at  the  time, 
it  was  necessary  for  them  to  work  at  what  employment  th^  could  find 
for  the  first  lew  years. 

George  Crockwell  was  about  tw  tnty  tliree  years  of  age  when  he 
came  to  this  country.  His  educational  advantages  were  limited,  but 
he  was  naturally  industrious  and  observing,  and  when  he  found  htnsdf 
dependent  upon  his  own  resources,  he  soon  found  employment.  later 
he  entered  the  works  of  the  Glass  Company  at  Berkshire,  Massachusetts) 
and  for  fifteen  years  was  in  the  cnnploy  of  this  concern,  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  clay  crucibles  for  hdMint::  the  molten  glass.  Mr.  Crock- 
well  was  an  cxccellent  workman,  ami  the  conscientious  way  in  which  he 
performed  his  duties  soon  won  for  him  the  reflect  and  confidence  of  bis 
employers.  Politically  Mr.  Crockwell  was  a  sound  Democrat,  and  in 
matters  of  religion  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  diurd). 
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In  1853  George  Cnx:kwell  was  united  in  marriage  to  Ann  Devlin, 

who  was  also  a  native  <»f  Ireland,  and  after  lier  enii^nititm  to  this  coun- 
try, niade  lier  lioute  in  IUrk--hire  loiinty.  She  is  an  intelligent,  indus- 
Irious  Woman,  and  has  worked  earnestly  tu  hel])  jjive  her  children  c\  ery 
possible  advantage.  The  following  named  chiUlren  were  bom  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Crockwcll:  i.  Mary  E.,  born  1855,  married  James  Callahan; 
they  reside  with  their  fomily  in  Dalton,  Massachusetts.  2.  Patrick  J., 
bom  1857.  marrted  Mar>-  Lyman:  they  live  m  Coltsville.  where  they 
have  rearefl  a  Inr^^c  faniilv.  ."^arnh.  li>irn  1S51;.  married  TIk  imas 
Tyre  of  I.ce,  where  they  make  their  hwuie.  4.  W'illiaiii,  horn  1862, 
married  Catlierine  Hogan,  and  they  reside  in  f^ttsiield.  5.  Lucy,  born 
1864^  is  still  unmarried  and  makes  her  home  with  her  mother.  6.  John, 
bom  1866,  married  Mary  Marshall,  daughter  of  Robert  Marshall ;  they 
reside  with  their  family  in  Dalton.  7.  George,  bom  1867.  is  manager 
of  a  fitore  in  Coltsville.  8.  Margaret.  Ix'rn  iS^k).  lives  at  home.  9. 
Agnes,  Ixirn  i!^7.^  married,  and  resides  in  ritt-tield.  10.  Arthnr  T., 
bom  1875,  lives  in  New  York  state.  1 1.  Charles,  bom  1876,  resides  at 
home.  Mrs.  Crockwell  and  those  of  the  children  who  reside  at  home 
are  engaged  in  the  conduct  of  a  small  farm.  The  children  have  all 
been  hard  working,  provident  men  and  women,  who  are  a  credit  to  their 
parents  and  the  commnnity.  They  have  all  worked  and  are  at  present 
entr^i,tr<t|  in  the  paper  husiness  in  the  Crane  mills.  The  death  of  the 
father  of  these  children  ocairred  July  5.  1877,  when  he  was  but  forty- 
five  years  of  age.  He  was  always  held  in  the  highest  respect  through- 
out the  community,  and  his  loss  was  keenly  felt  by  his  family  and  large 
circle  of  friends. 
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WILUAM  RENSEHAUSER. 

William  Rensehauser,  a  prominent  business  man  of  Pittsfield,  Berk- 
shire county.  Massachusetts,  was  born  in  Springfield,  Massachusetts. 
1840,  the  sou  of  \\  illiaui  aurl  Louisa  (Boleiuau)  Rcusehauser.  His 
father  emigrated  to  this  country  from  Imbeck,  Saxon  Hoi  stein,  Ger- 
many. He  was  a  stone  mason  by  occupation,  and  when  he  came  to 
America  the  Boston  and  Albany  railroad  was  being  constructed.  Mr. 
Rensehauser  did  a  great  deal  of  culvert  work  on  that  road  between 
Springfield  and  Albany.  When  the  railroad  was  completed  the  family 
settled  in  Oipake.  New  York,  where  Mr.  Kenseliauser  was  employed 
in  an  iron  fuimdn'  corporation.  In  1864  he  and  his  family  removc<l 
to  Pittsfidd,  Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts,  where  they  engaged  in 
woiic  in  the  Taconic  Woolen  Mills,  and  diey  have  since  been  engaged  in 
the  woolen  industry  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  Mr.  Rensdiauser 
married  Louisa  Bdernan,  and  their  children  were:  i.  Augustus,  bom 
in  1837.  2.  W  illiam,  mt'ulicncd  at  Icni^th  hcrcitiaftcr.  3.  Frctl,  birn 
1842,  married  W  innie  Waters  of  Becket ;  they  rcsi<lc  in  Pitt'^lield.  and 
have  a  family;  the  fatlier  works  in  the  mill,  and  the  children  learned 
their  trade  in  the  Taconic  mills.  4.  Henry,  bom  1S44,  lives  in  Canada. 
5.  Louisa,  bom  1847,  married  Albert  Dennison:  th^  reside  with  their 
family  in  Rosedale,  New  Jersey.  6.  Esther,  bom  1850,  married  Leon- 
ard Pike;  they  have  one  child  and  live  in  North  Adams.  7.  Hannah, 
born  1853.  married  Cliarles  Rheinliart;  they  reside  with  their  family 
in  Pittsfield.  8.  John,  born  1855,  resides  in  Springfield.  9.  Susan, 
bora  1857,  died  at  the  age  of  two  years. 

William  Rensdiauser  obtained  his  education  in  the  common  schools, 
and  immediately  after  leaving  school  went  to  work  in  tiie  finishing  room 
of  the  Taconic  mill.    He  thoroughly  mastered  his  trade  in  a  very  short 
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time,  and  when  yet  a  young  man  became  foreman  of  the  finishing  room. 
He  remained  in  Taconic  mills  for  nineteen  years.  At  the  breaking  out 
of  the  great  Civil  war  he  was  one  of  tlic  tirst  to  respond  to  the  urgent 
call  for  volunteers,  enlisting  in  Company  A,  Sixty-first  Massachusetts 
R^fiment,  at  Pittsfield,  and  served  until  the  cessation  of  hostilities.  He 
participated  in  several  engagements,  and,  although  he  received  no  injury, 
has  since  suffered  considerably  from  the  exposure  of  that  time.  Mr. 
Rensehauser  has  on  twn  nccasions  \v<'rke(l  in  Lanada.  but  the  most  ot  liis 
lile  has  been  siK-nt  in  the  mills  alxnit  rittstield.  1  "r  sixteen  years  he 
was  engaged  in  the  Pontoosuc  Mill,  and  is  now  with  the  Dalton  Woolen 
Ccmipany  in  Dalton.  He  is  an  excellent  workman,  and  an  industrious, 
useful  citizen.  In  politics  he  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party,  and 
is  an  enthusiastic  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  In 
religious  affairs  lie  accords  with  the  (!i'Ctrines  of  the  I'.aptist  church. 

In  1865  William  Renschauser  was  united  in  marriage  to  Harriet 
Tower,  of  Richmond,  Massachusetts,  and  their  children  are:  i.  Lil- 
lian, bom  1868,  married  Demare  Webster,  and  of  the  children  bom  to 
them  one  survives;  the  mother  is  deceased.  2.  James  William,  bora 
1871,  resides  in  North  Adams.  3.  Benjamin  T.,  bom  1873,  is  em- 
ployed at  Chester.  Pennsylvania.  4.  Harriet.  lK)rn  1875.  ntarricd  John 
\\'chster.  and  resitles  at  PitlsHeM.  5.  P>es.»;ie.  horn  1878.  iTiarried  Ed- 
ward Adams,  lives  in  Pittsfield.  6.  Mattie.  married  and  lives  in  Hart- 
ford, Connecticut.  7.  Mary,  twin  of  Mattie,  deceased.  8.  Richard, 
employed  in  a  drug  store  in  Pittsfield.  g.  Harry,  bora  1886,  lives  at 
home,  attends  hi§^  school.   The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  1896. 
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WILLIAM  STANLEY. 

One  of  those  names  which  Berkshire  county  hdds  in  honored  re- 

mciubiaiicc,  names  winch  liave  passed  into  the  history  of  the  county, 
is  tliat  of  WilUam  Stanley,  who  for  many  years  made  his  suininer 
home  at  Great  Barrington.  The  Stanley  iamiiy  is  English,  tlie  Amer- 
ican twanch  havings  been  founded  by  John  Stanley,  who  in  2634  emigrated 
to  the  Massachusetts  Bay  G>lony  and  settled  at  Cambridge.  A  few 
years  later  he  accompanied  the  party  which,  under  the  leadership  of 
Rev.  John  Davenport,  made  the  first  settlement  at  New  Haven,  and 
from  tliat  time  the  family  was  identified  with  the  history  of  Connecti- 
cut. A  son  of  John  Stanley  was  a  captain  in  King  Philip's  war,  and 
some  of  his  later  descendants  fought  at  the  battle  of  Brooklyn,  Long 
Island.  The  Stanli^s  were  farmers  by  inheritance. 

William  Stanly,  a  direct  descendant  of  John  Stanley,  the  emi' 
grant  ancestor,  was  bom  in  1827,  in  Goshen,  Litchfield  county.  Con- 
necticut. In  1S37  the  lainily  nidved  to  Great  Barrington,  where  they 
remained  ten  years.  William  Stanley  was  the  only  son  in  a  family  of 
eight  children,  and  when  he  was  but  fifteen  years  of  age  his  father 
died,  leaving  the  household  in  extremely  straitened  circumstances.  The 
modier,  however,  was  a  woman  of  the  heroic  type.  Left  a  widow  thus, 
she  took  care  of  the  entire  family,  depending  solely  on  her  own  unaided 
efforts,  and  not  only  siiccee<kd  in  'tending-  her  seven  dauij[hters  to  l>e 
educated  in  the  best  boardinsr  schools  of  the  day,  but  enabled  her  only 
son  to  pass  through  Yale  University.  It  is  easy  to  imagine  the  love  and 
reverence  with  which  such  a  woman  would  be  regarded  by  her  children, 
and  her  son  especially  accorded  to  her  the  most  unbounded  love  and  de> 
votion.  In  1847  family  moved  to  Bridgeport.  Connecticut,  where 
Mr.  Stanley  attcndetl  the  school  presided  over  by  Rev.  Henr}'  Jones,  a 
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graduate  of  "^'ale,  class  i.Sjo.  At  this  schuol  he  was  prepared  for  the 
University,  and  joined  the  class  of  1852  in  the  sopliomore  year.  Graduat- 
ing  in  due  course,  he  was  awarded  a  part  in  commencement  as  one  of  the 
best  third  of  the  class.  Choosing  for  his  life-work  the  profession  of  the 
law,  he  entered  the  office  of  Hon.  William  L.  Learned,  now  a  judge  of  the 
supreme  court,  and  sul.>sef|uenlly  became  managing  clerk  fur  the  firra 
of  Baney,  Humphrey  &  Butler.  X^ler  he  went  as  clerk  with  Hon.  Ed- 
wards Pierrepont,  who  had  then  recently  moved  from  Ohio  to  New 
York.  During  all  this  time  he  was  attending  lectures  at  the  Albany 
Law  School,  thus  gaining  simultaneously  theoretical  knowledge  and  prac- 
tical experience. 

About  1853  Mr.  .Stanley  was  taken  as  a  partner  by  Mr.  Pierrepont, 
with  whom  he  remained  until  the  latter's  elevation  to  the  bench  of  the 
superior  court  of  the  city  of  New  York.  He  afterward  served  under 
Mr.  Pierrepont  as  first  assistant  United  States  district  attorney.  Later 

lie  formed  a  partnership  with  Christopher  C.  I^mgdell.  uliich  was  main- 
tained until  Mr.  Langdeil  succeeded  Judge  Story  as  Dana  protessor  of 
law  at  Harvard  University.  The  Hon.  Addison  Brown,  who  was  also 
a  member  of  the  firm,  continued  his  connection  with  it  until  appointed 
to  the  judgeship  of  the  United  States  district  court  of  the  southern 
district  of  New  York,  which  he  so  well  adorned.  .At  a  somewhat  later 
period  Mr.  Stanley  entered  into  i)arii!crship  with  Stephen  G.  Clark,  a 
graduate  of  Dartmouth,  class  of  1854,  and  Edwin  B.  Smith,  a  Bowdoin 
graduate,  of  1856,  under  the  firm  name  of  Stanley,  Clark  and  Smith. 
Associated  with  them  was  Melvin  Brown,  of  Harvard,  i860.  The  firm 
engaged  in  general  practice,  and  came  to  be  r^r^rded  as  one  of  the 
most  prominent  <if  tlmse  in  the  re\enue  Inisiness,  having  hcen  success- 
ful, among  others,  in  the  somewhat  celebrated  Lugat  and  Worsted 
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Charges  case,  and  in  other  cases  in  the  federal  courts  which  attracted 
attention  at  the  time. 

Mr.  Stanley  was  a  member  of  the  Lawyers'  Oub  of  New  York. 
He  took  an  interest  in  sporting  matters,  and  was  for  a  time  treasurer 

of  tlic  kohins  Island  Club.  While  at  the  University  he  was  an  active 
nieiuber  vi  the  literary  societies,  and  belonged  U>  the  Yale  crew,  then 
in  its  infancy.  In  his  junior  and  senior  years  he  was  "statement  of 
facts"  man  for  old  Linonia,  in  association  with  Colonel  Homer  B. 
Sprague  and  against  William  W.  Crapo  and  Randall  Gibson,  afterward 
members  of  congress,  who  represented  the  Brothers'  Society.  In  his 
junior  year  he  was  a  memlxr  of  Alpha  Delta  Phi,  and  in  his  senior  year 
of  the  Skull  and  P»  ncs.  In  politics  Mr.  Stanley  was  always  a  Keinib- 
iicaii.  but  synipathi/ed  strongly  with  the  anti-slavery  and  economic  views 
advocated  by  the  "  Evening  Post." 

Mr.  Stanley  married,  in  1856,  Elizabeth  A.  Persons,  daughter  of 
a  prominent  and  old-established  merchant  of  New  York.  They  were 
the  parents  of  three  children,  a  son  ami  two  daughters.  The  son  has 
distinguished  himself  as  an  inventor,  on  whose  patents  the  Washington 
Electric  Light  Company  was  originally  founded. 

For  a  number  of  years  before  his  death  Mr.  Stanley  resided  at 
Englew'ood,  New  Jersey,  where  he  took  much  interest  in  local  affairs. 
His  summer  home  Avas  at  Great  Barrington,  and  upon  his  retirement  from 
business,  in  1892,  he  made  it  his  permanent  residence.  It  was  a  place 
for  which  he  always  entertained  a  pecidiar  affection,  fraught  as  it  was 
with  memories  of  his  lK>yh(Nid  ami  youtli.  and  even  while  residing  there 
but  a  small  portim  of  the  year,  he  regarded  it  as  his  home.  His  love 
for  the  Berkshire  hills  was  one  of  the  strongest  features  of  his  character. 
It  was  at  Great  Barrington  that  his  death  took  place,  in  1893.  While 
Mr.  Stanley's  name  will  long  be  remembered  by  the  world  at  large  and 
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the  results  of  his  labors  will  exercise  an  abirling:  influence  on  future 

gciieniticiis.  in  Berkshire  cunty  his  inaiiory  w  ill  be  cherished  in  a  special 
manner.  The  combination  of  qualities  which  comixisctl  bis  character 
was  a  somewhat  remarkable  one.  To  intellectual  abilities  of  a  higti 
order  and  the  strictest  conscientiousness  he  joined  a  winning  personality 
which  enabled  him  to  oppose  without  antagonizing.  After  his  death  it 
was  truly  and  beautifully  said  of  him  by  Judg-e  Dewey,  of  the  sitperior' 
court  of  Massachusetts,  that  "  he  bad  a  great  many  friends  and  no 
enemies." 


W1LL1.\M  STANLEY. 

Berkshire  county  has  reason  to  be  proud  of  the  conspicuous  part 
which  it  h.^s  playc*!  in  tbe  astmiisbins  proj^ress  made  hy  the  electrical 
art  within  the  \Ki<t  hall  century.  It  was  amid  tbe  gentle  hills  of  Stock- 
bridge  that  Cyrus  \V.  Fiekl,  with  what  might  be  termed  prophetic  op- 
timism, acquired  the  physical  and  mental  energy  which  made  it  possi- 
ble for  him  to  belt  an  ocean  with  a  speaking  cable.  In  the  same  village 
his  nephew  invented  the  first  device  for  the  multiplication  of  mes- 
sages f)vcr  a  single  wire,  and  it  is  there  that  be  has  since  addetl  t«>  his 
fame  ar.d  the  advancement  of  telegraphy,  both  with  and  without  wires, 
by  many  important  improvements.  In  Great  Harrington,  the  adjoining 
town  to  the  south,  was  bom  Leonard  Pope,  a  prominent  electrical  en- 
gineer, who  entered  tipon  his  useful  career  as  a  telegrajih  M])erator,  and. 
upon  Iiis  return  at  an  advanced  age  to  cnjuy  the  r[niet  and  rejiD-^e  nf  his 
native  town,  was  shocked  to  death  hy  tlie  agency  he  bad  passed  ><>  many 
years  teaching  others  to  harness.    In  Great  Harrington,  also,  William  ^'9'^'^^*^  Google 
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system  of  electrical  generation  and  distribution  known,  namely:  the 
altemating-ctirrent  system  of  long-distance  transmission. 

'I'liat  Mr.  Slaiilc)  has  not  l)«.fn  willing;  to  rf.>l  his  claim  fur  scicti- 
titic  distinctiun  upon  this  important  discovery  alone,  and  that  the  posi- 
tion which  he  holds  among  the  foremost  electrical  engineers  of  the  day 
has  been  well  earned,  is  attested  by  the  fact  that  some  ninety  patents 
having  tc  do  with  an  extensive  variety  of  electrical  machinery  stand 
recunlctl  ui  !hs  ii;:me.  A  hrict  chn mi'. logical  li^l  of  sonic  of  the  more 
imixjrtant  t  i  his  inventions  and  systems  might  be  given  as  follows: 

1882 — Method  of  exhausting  incandescent  lamps,  making  it  a  prac* 
tical  business  operation  instead  of  a  laboratory  one. 

1SS3-H4 — Alternating,'  current  transformer,  now  in  general  use. 
1.SS3-S5 — Alternating  current  system  ot  distribution.    First  plant 
installed  in  Cjieai  D.irnngiuii,  i{>85-ii(j. 

1885 —  The  step-up  and  step-<lown  long-distance  transmission  sys- 
tem, subsequently  iiseil  <in  all  1< m; distance  jKnvcr  transmission. 

— Alternator  (ahcrnalinj;  ;;enerati a) .  the  first  used  in  this 
country,  anti  manufactured  since  l:y  the  \\  cstinghouse  and  (jencral  Elec- 
tric Companies. 

1886 —  Synchronous  motor. 

1886 —  Auto-transformer. 

1887 —  Inductor-generator. 

1888 —  Alternating-current  motors.  First  plant  installed  in  Housa- 
tonic  in  1894. 

1891 —  Selective  metho.l  of  tiniiiis;  circuits  (now  used  by  the  Mar- 
coni system  of  wireU-s  ielc,^rai)hy ). 

1892 —  Commercial  condenser. 
1892 — ^Induction  meter. 
1896 — Magnetic  suspension. 

i(>oj — Alternating  current  dynamo  electric  machine  and  system  of 

distribution. 

A<  a  consequence  of  Mr.  Stanley's  harvest  of  inventions,  Berkshire 
has  become  an  electrical  manufacturing  center  of  great  importance!  Two 
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the  General  lllectric  Company,  and  the  Stanley  Instrument  Company  in 
Great  Harrington. 

The  inventor  was  bom  in  Bnxiklyn,  New  York,  November  22, 
1858,  the  son  of  William  Stanley,  a  prominent  New  York  lawyer  and 
former  resident  of  (Ireat  Barrinjjton.*  The  frimily  two  years  later  estab- 
lished a  jjerinaniTit  roiilcnce  in  l-liij^IeutMuI,  Xcu  Jii^cy,  where,  with 
the  exceptif  ti  oi  a  few  years  in  Ik'fkshire  and  \V  illision  Academy.  I  'ast- 
hampton,  the  boy  passed  his  early  career  and  acquired  his  education, 
largely  from  private  tuition.  What  youthful  predilection  he  may  have 
ha<l  for  science  or  mechanics,  although  evinced  by  an  inquiring  turn  of 
mind  to  inve5»tigate  the  works  of  watches,  clocks  and  other  domestic 
ineciiatiisins.  was  rot  sufficiently  niarkt-d  in  pninipt  his  father  to  depart 
from  an  intenti'<n  to  f(hu-atc  his  son  to  beccine  a  lawyer.  At  seventeen 
he  enterefl  the  academic  department  of  Yale. 

Young  Stanley,  however,  had  his  own  notions  as  to  his  future,  and 
soon  tiring  of  the  uncongenial  course  of  study  he  was  pursuing  at  New 
Haven,  left  collei,'e  pm!|iitately  thirinif  the  first  Christmas  holidays, 
ninch  to  his  lather's  :inii<  1) ai'cc,  :\\\<\  -onj^lit  a  m<irc  active  career  f<»r  him- 
Sfli  Ml  New  ^'ork.  Here  he  tnieretl  into  iKirtnership  with  a  Mr.  Cieorge 
Wiley  in  the  nickel-plating  business,  lx>rrowing  from  his  father,  who 
could  not  sustain  his  impatience  with  his  only  son,  two  thousand  dollars 
for  the  purpose.  Due  to  yoimg  Stanley's  energy,  this  enterprise  was 
so  successful  that  at  the  enci  of  the  first  year  he  was  able  to  repay  his 
father  the  entire  loan,  and  ^lill  k-a\f  for  hiinM-lf  a  siil>stantial  h.ink  bal- 
ance. Die  nickel-plating  business  might  Ix*  profitable,  but  it  also  was 
not  congenial,  and  the  young  man  dropped  it  to  join  Mr.  Hiram  Maxim 
(now  Sir  Hiram  Maxim)  at  the  munificent  salary  of  fifty  cents  a  day. 
The  inventor  of  that  deadly  piece  of  ordnance  which  bears  his  name  was 

•The  genealogy  of  the  St.iiiley  fomily  will  be  found  elsewhere. 
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then  engaged  in  manufacturing  electric  lamps  and  small  direct-current 
generators,  on  the  comer  of  Sixth  avenue  and  Twenty-sixth  street  in 
New  York.  A  recent  letter  from  Sir  Hiram  contains  a  pen-picture  of 
his  young  protege  at  that  time  which  is  well  worth  quoting:    **  Mr. 

Stanley  was  tall  antl  thin,  Init  what  be  lacked  in  hulk  he  made  up  in 
activity.  lie  was  boiling  '»\er  witli  enthusiasm.  I  l)clie\c  that  he  i)re- 
f erred  that  each  week  should  contain  about  ten  days,  and  that  the  days 
should  be  forty-eight  hours  long.  Whatever  was  given  him  to  do  he 
laid  himself  out  to  do  in  the  most  thorough  manner.  He  would  spare 
no  trouMe  or  expense  to  accomplish  the  task  which  was  given  him  to  do. 
often  laying  out  his  own  money  in  order  to  obtain  material  which  he 
thouglit  mijjlu  l>c  l>ctter  than  what  was  available  in  the  \vi>rks."' 

I'roniotions  followed  fast  under  Mr.  Maxim,  and,  as  Mr.  Stanley 
enjoyed  his  new  work,  he  took  occasion  to  thoroughly  acquaint  himself 
with  all  the  practical  possibilities  of  electricity  as  it  was  then  under- 
stood. The  first  commercial  use  of  incandescent  lamps  was  undertaken 
by  the  company  at  this  time,  when  the  dnig-  store  of  Caswell  &  Massey. 
under  tlic  Fifili  \\eime  Hotel,  w.-.s  illuminated  with  lamps  by  the  direct- 
current  system.  With  the  installation  of  this  plant  Mr.  Stanley  had 
much  to  do.  as  also  with  the  installation  of  the  New  York  Post  Office, 
Equitable  Building.  Union  League  Club,  etc..  which  followed.  The  ex- 
pensive use  of  copper,  however,  which  this  system  engendered,  so  nar- 
rowe<I  the  field  of  service  that  an  extensive  use  of  electric  light  seemed 
to  be  prohibited  unless  a  new  method  of  gctieratiou  and  conduction  covdd 
Ije  devised.  Mr.  Stanley  rccognizetl  this,  and  cherished  the  hope  that 
he  might  solve  the  important  problem  which  was  engaging  the  attention 
of  all  the  leading  electrical  experts  in  the  country.  In  the  meantime 
his  duties  under  Mr.  Maxim  were  too  absorbing  to  permit  him  to  give 
much  play  to  his  inventive  skill.   Mr.  Maxim  went  to  Europe  about  this 
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time,  and  Mr.  Stnnlev  continiie<l  for  a  few  nuintlis  as  assistant  in  the 
\\  Lston  Met'iric  Li^^lit  C  ompany  of  Newark.  Xcw  Jersey,  wliicli  had 
absorbed  the  Maxin>  concern.  1  liis  was  followed  by  a  year  in  Boston 
with  the  Swan  people.  While  in  Boston  he  took  out  one  of  the  most 
important  of  his  early  patents,  namely,  a  device  for  exhausting  incan- 
descent lamps  by  machinerx',  which  with  few  modifications  has  continued 
in  use  to  the  pre«;ent  day.  In  i88.^  he  rctnrncd  to  l-.n<jIewdod  and  de- 
voted hini^^cU  til  c\iKTiMKiu;il  work  in  his  l;il>i>ratiiry.  Dtvouiltcr  22, 
1S84.  he  married  Mi.»is  Lila  Courtney  W'ctjiiorc.  a  thiughtcr  of  Jacob  S. 
Wetmore.  forhierly  partner  of  William  E.  Dodge  and  William  Walter 
Phelps.  During  the  same  year  Mr.  George  Westinghouse,  of  air-brake 
fam^  who  w;)s  an.xious  to  enter  the  new  field  of  manufacturing  electrical 
machinery  ntid  api)Hances.  enpaped  Mr.  Stanley  as  inventor  and  engineer, 
agrceipt,'  under  their  t<  iitr.ict  to  in:imifaoture  all  the  hitter's  inventions. 

It  was  while  in  Pittsbnrg  in  that  a  theory  of  cxploiiini^  the 

altemating-citrrent  system  began  to  take  definite  form  in  Mr.  Stanley  s 
creative  mind,  and  he  explained  it  to  Mr.  Westinghouse,  without,  how- 
ever, receiving  much  encouragement.  Mr.  Stanley  had  faith  in  his  sys- 
tem and  after  several  v.uswccessfiil  efforts  to  enqfacre  capital  in  the  enter- 
jirisc.  finally  ci'ncUidcd  to  ri-.k  bis  own,  Xcc  nlin^ly  he  so]<l  .$_>3.(H)<) 
Nvorth  of  W'cstinslK'iisc  stock  which  he  hcUl  to  Mr.  Westinghouse  for 
half  its  value,  ami  under  a  new  contract  agreed  with  that  gentleman  to 
turn  over  to  the  latter  any  satisfactory  results  he  might  attain  as  a  fur- 
ther considention  for  the  purchase  of  liis  stock.  The  terms  were  hard 
and  greatly  to  the  Pittslnirj*  manufacturer's  interest,  but  as  they  secmetl 
tn  be  the  finly  one^  wliicb  Mr.  Stanlev  could  axnil  himself  of  ;it  the  time, 
he  accepted  them.  II is  health  lia\  ini^  sufifered  by  his  close  application 
to  business,  Mr.  Stanley  transferred  his  laboratory  to  Great  Barrington, 
where  he  took  up  his  new  work.    So  successful  was  he  that  in  1886  he 
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had  (Icsijfiicd  a  tian^^h inner  r'lul  nthcr  devices  for  his  novel  system,  which 
made  it  p<issible  to  make  a  practical  demonstration  in  that  village  of  a 
method  of  electrical  distribution  that  was  capable  of  indefinitely  extend- 
ing the  limits  over  which  the  lightning  fluid  could  be  served  by  means 
of  a  wire.*'  no  larger  than  a  knitting  needle.*'  Mr.  Westinghouse  and  a 
mimber  of  gentlemen  interested  in  electric  lightings  were  invited  to  view 
the  luiK-  plant  in  successful  ojK.'ration  in  (ireat  llarrinj^non,  with  the 
result  that  the  electrical  art  was  unchained  from  that  moment,  old  meth- 
ods were  discarded,  and  the  J'ittsburg  factories  were  put  to  work  manu- 
facturing the  Stanley  inventions.  That  the  first  alternating-current  sta- 
tion in  the  country  to  follow  the  initial  one  in  Berkshire  was  installed  in 
Buffalo  in  the  fall  of  1886  is  substantial  evidence  that  the  new  system 
>\t'iit  intii  c-  ntfiHTcial  u-c  ;l^  jjrutnptly  as  circnni>tances  wmild  jKTinil. 
Mr.  Stanley  tolluwe<l  this  with  the  invention  of  an  alternating-current 
generator,  and  the  three  years  from  1886  to  1888,  inclusive  were  studded 
with  no  less  than  twenly-four  patents  granted  to  him.  For  two  years 
succeeding  the  latter  date  he  continued  as  general  consulting  engineer 
for  the  Westinghouse  interests.  He  then  severed  his  connection  with 
tile  I'lttsburq  ciiKcni  to  jL;i\e  his  un»li\idcd  attention  to  desii;nini;  the 
ncci--sary  rijipliances  tor  making  the  alternating-current  system  applica- 
ble to  the  transmission  of  power.  In  1890  he  removed  to  Pittsfield, 
where  he  was  already  a  large  stockholder  in  the  local  electric  lighting 
company,  and,  taking  into  association  with  him  Mr.  C  C  Chesney,  in- 
corporated the  Stanley  Laboratory  Company  with  a  capital  of  $10,000. 
To  manufacture  the  devices  inventc<l  hy  this  company,  the  Stanley  1-llec- 
tric  Manufaeinring  Company,  with  a  capital  of  $25,000,  was  also  in- 
corporated. To  what  an  extent  this  latter  company  had  grown  up  to 
tlic  time  it  was  amalgamated  with  the  General  Electric  G>mpany  may  be 
understood  when  it  is  said  that  it  had  increased  its  capital  from  time  to 


Digitized  by  Google 


BERKSHIRE  COUNTY 


383 


time  until  it  had  rcac'neH  5^3,000,000.  In  T890  no  altemating'-ciirrent 
mot<jrs  were  • ')i(aiii;i!'!e  in  the  market,  alth(ni.u;1i  tlic  (leniand  t'i>r  thcni 
was  very  great.  In  t!it  suimner  of  1892  Mr.  Stanley  lia<l  in  his  lalwra- 
tory  company  matured  such  a  machine,  and  in  1894  the  alternating-cur- 
rent system  of  long-distance  transmission  of  power  was  successfully 
demonstrated  by  tihe  Stanle}'  inventions  in  Housatonic,  a  village  in  the 
town  of  Great  Barring(..n,  where  a  plant  was  installed  for  the  Monu- 
ment Mills  Cniniians  in  or  kr  to  utilize  a  water  jxjwer  some  distance 
i\<  m  tlieir  n:ills.  This  system  is  n<>\v  in  very  [general  use.  .\notlier 
long  chain  cf  inventions  as  a  result  of  Mr.  Stanley's  fertile  brain  here 
followed,  including  condensers,  two-phase  motors,  inductor-generators, 
etc. 

In  1898  Mr.  Stanley,  after  several  years  of  experimental  work,  was 
granted  a  patent  \"r  an  alttTn.i ling-current  Wattmeter,  employing  the 
novel  i)rinoi]'le  "i  maj^nttic  susi)ensiou  for  its  mr>ving  ijarl-!  in  order  to 
avoid  the  friction  which  results  from  the  pulsations  of  the  alternating- 
current.  In  this  very  important  invention  he  was  assisted  by  Mr,  Fred- 
erick Darlington,  wlio  had  been  associated  with  him  in  earlier  work. 
A  comjwny  known  as  the  Stanley  Instnmient  Coniptmy  was  launched  in 
Great  Barrin^^tdii  to  txploit  tliis  new  meter.  an<l  Mr.  .Sianlev.  having 
disjjosed  of  bis  Pittstieid  interests,  transferred  his  permanent  residence 
to  the  former  town,  where  he  has  since  resided. 


JAMES  EDWARD  OSGOOD. 

Although  deeply  attnched  to  liis  fnrmer  home  in  Maine,  the  late 
Mr.  Osg^^nd  took  a  lively  interest  in  the  cjrowth  and  development  of 
Pittsficld,  the  city  of  his  adoption,  and  as  a  tjardener  of  ahility  for  one 
of  the  handsomest  private  estates  he  contributed  much  in  the  way  of 
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exterior  decoration  toward  beautifying  the  residential  portion  of  the 
city. 

James  Edward  Osgood  was  born  in  Freyburg,  Maine,  in  1842.  and 
was  descended  from  an  early  settler  in  that  town.  His  ancestors  were 
sturdy  frontiersmen  and  staunch  patriots  during  •  the  Revolutiiniafy 
period,  and  ser\»ed  with  honor  in  the  Continental  army.    After  the  close 

of  tlic  war  they  rcturne<l  t<>  the  j^eaic  an<l  tranquility  of  their  primitive 
farms,  which  they  sul)S{>fiiuMit1v  improved,  and  they  acquired  property 
as  tfie  result  of  the  toil  and  danger  they  experienced  in  establishing 
their  homes  in  the  wilderness.  His  father,  Samuel  A.  Osgood,  who  was 
a  life-long  resident  of  Freyburg,  possessed  a  good  education  and  pro- 
vided his  children  with  like  advantage  to  the  extent  of  his  limited  means. 

Reared  upon  a  farm  amid  the  picturesque  siirrmmdings  of  old 
Freyburg'.  James  Kdward  (^-iufiKxl  not  only  artinired  a  good  kiiDwledge 
of  agriculture  but  found  time  to  observe  antl  study  the  beauties  of  na- 
ture, the  contemplation  of  which  was  his  especial  delight.  This  inherent 
love  for  beautiful  landscapes  and  the  numerous  varieties  of  plants  and* 
foliage  subsequently  inspired  him  to  devote  the  best  efforts  of  his  life 
to  the  task  of  bringing^  nature's  handiwork  to  a  still  higher  state  of  per- 
fection. ITis  life  upon  the  lanu  aUo  fanuliaiized  hi!ii  with  teaming,  and 
finding  that  occui)ati<in  the  most  available  as  a  means  of  livclilvKxl  in 
his  earlier  years  he  adopted  it.  Shortly  after  locating  in  Pittsfield  he 
became  associated  with  T.  E.  Hall  in  tlie  trucking  business,  and  that 
partnership  continued  for  about  eight  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that 
time  he  found  an  opportunity  of  gratifying  his  long  cherished  desire  for 
what  was  to  him  the  more  congenial  rxrcujjation  of  gardening  and  land- 
sca])e  dentrating.  .md.  aecepting  the  prnffered  p<^sition  ot  head  gardener 
on  the  Clapp  estate,  he  thenceforward  devoted  his  energies  to  that  work. 
His  ability  and  faithfulness  was  of  such  a  marked  character  as  to  com- 
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mend  him  to  llie  c-ucm  ami  contidcncc  of  the  Clapp  family,  and  that 
his  efforts  in  pinecting  and  maintaining  at  a  high  standard  v>i  excellence 
the  exterior  decorations  of  their  home  were  heartily  appreciated,  is 
attested  by  the  many  years  he  was  retained  in  their  employ. 

Mr.  O^pood  died  January  14,  1905,  aged  about  sixty-three  years, 
and  in  accordance  with  an  oft  expressed  desire  his  remains  were  taken 
to  Freybnrf*'  for  interment.  In  politics  he  was  an  active  supporter  of  the 
Kepublicati  paily,  and  although  nut  an  a>piranl  n  r  pnblic  otbce  he  rcn- 
dere»l  in  various  ways  efficient  service  to  the  local  party  organization. 
His  fraternal  affiliations  were  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows, and  he  was  a  member  of  the  South  G)ngregational  church. 

In  1868  Mr.  Osgood  was  joined  in  marriage  with  Miss  Fhebe  Mc- 
Intire,  daughter  of  Oscar  and  Mary  (Fessenden)  Mclntire,  of  Frey- 
burg.  Of  their  eight  chiMren  iMrn  of  this  union  but  three  arc  n  i\v 
living:  Albert,  who  marrietl  Ida  Richards  an<l  resides  in  I'ittsficld; 
Frank,  who  is  employed  at  V'eniiillion  Bay,  Canada,  as  a  bookkeeper; 
and  Hattie,  who  is  employed  in  a  similar  capacity  in  Pittsfield.  Mrs. 
Osgood  continues  to  reside  in  Pittsfield,  where  she  has  acquired  many 
friends  and  acquaintances  who  hold  her  in  high  esteem  for  her  numerous 
connmendable  qualities. 

CllAKLFS  H.  DAVIS. 

One  of  the  first  to  answer  President  Lincoln's  call  for  volunteers 
to  preserve  the  Union,  when  hostilities  between  the  North  and  South 
could  no  longer  be  avoided,  Mr.  Davis,  who  was  then  in  the  full  vigor  of 
manhood,  marched  gallantly  to  the  front  with  the  Allen  (iuards  of 
Pittst'ield.  and  all  that  was  tii«irtal  ( <\  the  imre|»i<l  young  soldier  now  lies 
buried  among  Ins  heroic  comrades  on  llie  most  famous  battlefield  of 
the  Civil  war. 
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Charles  H.  Davis  was  born  in  Catskill,  New  York,  in  1833.  He 
was  descended  from  an  old  Dutch  family  of  New  York  state,  and  his 
parents  were  Ira  and  FJizn  CChapmaii)  Davis.  Ilis  earlier  years  were 
spent  in  his  native  state,  and  he  acquired  his  education  in  the  district 
schools.  Pr^aratory  to  commencing  the  activities  of  life  he  served  an 
apprenticeship  at  the  painter's  trade,  and  thencefoni^'ard  followed  it  as 
a  journeyman.  Upon  attaining  his  majority  he  married,  and  just  prior 
to  the  breaking-  out  of  the  Civil  war  he  moved  his  family  to  Pittsfidd. 

The  urf^ent  appeal  for  volunteers  sent  out  hy  President  Lincoln  in 
the  sprinf^  rtf  1861  to  preserve  the  integrity  of  the  Union  found  him 
ready  to  enter  the  conflict,  and  he  immediately  enlisted  as  a  pri\  ate  in 
the  Allen  Guards,  one  of  the  first  companies  to  be  organized  in  Pitts- 
fidd.  With  his  comrades  he  participated  in  the  sanguinary  battles 
which  marked  the  banning  and  characterized  the  darkest  period  of  the 
memorable  struj?g:le  between  opix>sinc:  armies  of  equal  courage  and  de- 
terminatirm.  ami  when  necessaiy  he  did  not  hesitate  to  sacrifice  his  life 
to  tlic  cause  he  held  sacred.    At  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  which  took 
l^ace  dtiring  the  first  days  of  July,  1S63,  he  was  fatally  wounded,  and 
although  for  a  period  of  thirty  days  he  struggled  for  life  with  the 
courage  of  a  soldier,  his  eflForts  proved  miavailing.   His  name  was  at 
length  added  to  the  long  list  of  fatalities,  and  with  thousands  of  others 
who  constituted  the  flower  of  the  Union  army,  he  was  laid  to  rest  on  the 
famous  field  of  ( iettystnirg,  where  the  almost  innumerable  graves  of 
fallen  licrocs  still  attest  the  awful  carnage  which  resulted  from  tlie 
terrific  clash  of  two  enormous  armies  of  one  nationality.   Charles  H. 
Davis  was  not  permitted  to  join  with  his  surviving  comrades  in  (organ- 
izing the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  but  his  name  remains  bright 
upon  the  roll  of  honor  which  that  body  was  established  solely  to  per- 
petuate, and  it  will  forever  remain  in  the  keeping  of  these  veterans,  and 
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descend  as  a  legacy  of  inestimable  value  upon  die  hereditary  organiza- 
tion which  must  eventually  succeed  them. 

In  1854  Mr.  Uavis  \va>  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Xancy  Roney. 
Her  only  brother.  \\  illiani  I  knry  Roney,  served  in  tlie  Civil  war  under 
Colonel  Weldon»  and  was  killed  while  engaged  upon  the  construction 
of  the  famous  Wddon  railroad  Her  only  surviving  rdative  is  a  sister, 
who  married  William  Vant  Berg,  of  Richmond,  this  county.  Besides  a 
widow,  who  IS  still  residing  in  Pittsfield,  Mr.  Davis  left  one  daughter, 
Fanny,  who  was  lx>rn  in  1S55.  She  is  also  residing;  in  Pittsfield,  and 
is  the  widow  of  John  .\.  Mcarn,  having  two  children.  The  family 
attend  the  Congrqiational  church. 


ELIJAH  G.  DENISON. 

For  many  years  Elijah  (i.  Dcnisitn  has  Ix-fu  nuinlicrcd  aniiaig  the 
good  citizens  of  Pittsfield.  Me  is  a  son  of  Luke  l>,atnncr  Ucnison,  who 
was  bom  at  Sandy  Lake,  Xew  York,  and  was  the  son  of  Roswell  Deni- 
son.  When  Luke  Latimer  Denison  first  came  to  Berkshire  county  he 
settled  in  Adams,  and  \:viO  years  after  moved  to  Lee,  where  he  worked 
a  number  of  years  with  the  firm  of  Patner  &  Smith.  During  the  Civil 
war  he  served  in  the  Forty-ninth  Refsiment  Massachusetts  Volunteer 
Infantry.  He  was  twice  niarried.  His  fust  wife  was  Juliette  l\IIis,  and 
of  their  children  two  lived  to  reach  maturity:  I-!lijah  G.  (see  forward), 
and  Roswell.  After  the  death  of  his  wife  Mr.  Denison  married  Eunice 
Cone,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  three  children :  Charles,  who  lives 
in  Beloit,  Wisconsin;  Louisa,  married  Lovel  Dean,  of  Midland,  Michi- 
gan; and  Luke,  who  lives  in  Michigan.  Mr.  Denison  spent  his  last 
years  in  Lee.  where  his  death  occurred  in  1870, 

Elijah  G.  Denison,  son  of  Luke  Latimer  and  Juliette  (Ellis)  Dcni- 
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son,  was  bom  November  i8.  1841.  in  Adams.  Massachusetts,  and  ob- 
tained his  education  in  the  puhlic  cchools  of  l^c.  after  which  he  ensjaijed 
in  farming.  Jn  i8(u  lie  enli'^tcd  in  Company  E.  Twenty-scventli  Regi- 
ment Massachusetts  Volunteers,  and  was  present  at  the  f«illo\ving 
battles:  Roanoke  Island.  Newberne.  Kinston,  Whitehall,  Goldsboro, 
Little  Washington  siege  and  Petersburg.  In  August,  1864,  he  was 
sent  to  the  hospital,  and  from  that  time  was  on  detached  service.  He 
remained  in  the  service  until  the  close  of  the  war.  On  his  rettim  to 
civil  Hfe  lie  settled  for  a  time  in  Cheshire,  and  in  1883  mo\  cd  to  Pitts- 
fiel<l.  turning  his  attention  tt3  the  carpenter's  trade.  Failing  health 
obliged  him  to  relinquish  this  employment,  and  for  the  last  few  years 
he  has  engaged  quite  extensively  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  sugared 
flagroot  and  candied  fruits.  He  and  his  hmWy  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  church. 

Mr.  Denison  married,  April  j^.  1866.  Annis  I...  daughter  of  Daniel 
V.  Cone,  rif  Cheshire.  Mas.sachusetts,  and  two  children  have  l)een  l)oni 
to  them:  George  H..  who  is  a  supervisor  of  drawing  in  the  public 
schools;  and  Minnje  B..  wife  of  Reuben  J.  Brooks,  of  Pittsfield. 

JUSTIN  FERGUSON. 

For  more  than  fifty  years  the  late  Mr.  Ferguson  was  identified  with 
the  agricultural  interests  01"  llcrkshire  cnunfv.  which  he  \\;is  a  life- 
long resident,  and  he  was  a  representative  f)ld  school  farmer,  a  type 
of  the  sturdy,  independent  citizens  who  are  fast  disappearing.  Living 
in  an  era  in  which  the  agricultural  industry  was  subjected  to  a  series  of 
methodical  changes  and  marked  improvements,  he  had  the  opportunity 
of  profiting  by  the  advanced  ideas  provided  by  science  for  the  benefit 
of  farming  interest?  iti  general,  and  availed  himself  of  even,-  invention 
which  according  to  his  superior  judgment  was  practical  and  useful. 
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Justin  Ferguson  belonged  to  an  old  and  highly  reputable  family 
of  Peru,  this  county,  a  wild  and  picturesque  region  noted  for  the  purity 

of  its  air  and  the  longevity  of  its  inhabitants,  which  accounts  for  tiie 
extreme  oM  age  he  was  permitted  to  attain,  liis  parents  were  Joliu 
and  Elizabeth  l-'erguson,  sturdy  and  industrious  farming  people  who 
were  pioneers  in  that  section  of  Berkshire  county.  His  birth  took  place 
April  4,  1818,  and  his  early  surroundings  were  similar  to  those  experi- 
enced by  many  of  the  grandfathers  of  the  present  generation  during  their 
younger  days.  Educated*  in  the  old  fashioned  district  school  and  reared 
to  the  independent  life  of  a  farmer,  he  adopted  that  occupation  upon 
reaching  manluxxl  and  followed  it  continuously  throughout  the  long 
period  of  his  activity,  realizing  prosperous  results.  The  last  thirteen 
years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  retirement  at  Hinsdale,  where  he  died 
October  6^  1904,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighly-six  years  and  six  months. 

Mr.  Ferguson  was  twice  married,  and  of  his  first  union  there  was 
one  son,  who  is  no  longer  living.  His  second  wife,  whom  he  married 
in  Washington,  this  county,  April  4.  1H54.  was  before  marriage  Melissa 
A.  ChaiKil.  daughter  of  Peter  and  Rhoda  Chapel.  Of  this  union  there 
are  no  children.    Mrs.  Ferguson  is  still  living,  and  resides  in  Hinsdale. 


LOUIS  ALBERT. 

Among  tlu'  ncnnrm-  \merii-an  ])■  jnilation  of  Berkshire  county  none 
is  more  justly  respected  than  Louis  Alhert,  of  Pitlsfield.  He  is  a  wortliy 
representative  of  the  best  class  of  our  foreign-bom  citizens,  alike  loyal 
to  the  land  of  his  birth  and  to  the  country  of  his  adoption. 

He  was  bom  in  Germany,  in  the  village  of  Quackbum,  where  he 

received  a  good  education  and  followed  the  trade  of  a  bladcsmith.  He 

married  and  was  the  father  of  a  family.    Immediately  after  the  death 
■9 
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of  hts  wife  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  landing  in  New  York 
city,  and  thence  proceeding  to  Altany,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade.  In 
the  course  of  time,  by  di1i^;ence  and  economy,  he  accimtulated  sufficient 

money  tn  return  to  ( iennany  and  Iransjwt  liis  children  to  tlieir  new 
home.  The}'  all  became  gi«>d  citizens  of  the  United  States,  the  onl\-  '  nt 
now  living  being  Lottis.  to  be  further  mentioned.  Mr.  .\ll)ert,  the 
father,  who  passed  away  many  years  since,  left  behind  him  the  memory 
of  a  good  and  worthy  man. 

Louis  Albert  was  bom  in  1840,  in  Quackbum,  Germany,  where 
he  was  educated,  and,  after  leaving  school,  worked  at  the  Wadcsmtth's 
trade  until  i860,  which  was  the  year  of  his  father's  return  li<>me  and 
of  the  emij^ratitin  of  the  wliole  family  to  the  United  States.  The)'  lived 
in  Albany,  where  the  sons  soon  found  employment  Louis  was  an  ex- 
pert iron-worker  and  gunsmith,  and  his  services  were  in  great  demand 
during  the  Civil  war,  at  which  period  he  worked  for  some  time  in  the 
arsenal  in  Albany.  A  number  of  years  ago,  his  sons  having  moved  to 
Pittsfield.  he  joined  them.  'Hiey  hnilt  a  shop  on  Main  street,  where 
they  established  themselves  as  blacksmiths  and  carriage  builders  under 
the  firm  name  of  L.  All>ert  &  Sons.  They  prospered  and  are  now  con- 
ducting a  flourishing  business.  Mr.  Albert  takes  no  very  active  part 
in  pditics,  but  on  national  issues  votes  with  the  Republicans.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  church. 

Mr.  Albert  married,  in  1864,  Elizabeth  Greb.  his  cousin,  and  a 
native  of  Horchenau,  ( icrmany.  and  their  children  are:  i.  I^niis.  born 
1867,  who  was  the  first  of  the  family  to  move  to  Pittstleld.  and  is  the 
.  only  one  of  the  sons  now  in  business  with  his  father.  2.  Delia,  bom  in 
April,  1871.  3.  Henry,  bom  March  20.  1873.  married  Maiy  Mc- 
Anany,  and  lives  m  Lanesboro.  4.  George,  bom  1875.  and  makes  his 
home  in  Troy.  New  York.    5.  Caroline,  bom  1877.  is  the  wife  of 
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James  McAnany,  and  lives  in  lanesboro.  6.  Amelia,  born  1880,  and 
resides  at  home.  7.  Jennie,  born  1882,  recently  graduated  from  the 
Pittsfield  high  school,  and  is  now  aiiciuliug  ihc  Xorlii  Adams  nonnal 
scliool. 

JOHN  GLENN  ORR. 
Efficiency  of  mail  ser\'ice  is  one  of  the  recf^nized  necessities  of 
enlightened  communities  in  this  enlightened  age,  for  social,  economic — 
all  reasons,  in  fact.    The  protracted  incumbency  of  the  office  of  post- 

m.istcr  of  Pittstiolii.  and  his  well  dircctf<l  i*fY>irts  :i<  sm-]i  by  the  <^cntle- 
man  \vho.se  name  uitroduccs  this  artiile  leails  to  tlie  inevitable  conclusion 
that  he  is  one  of  the  factors  in  the  business  and  general  progress  of 
Western  Massachttsetts. 

He  was  bom  in  Yonkers,  New  York,  February  27,  1857,  son  of 
the  late  James  and  Isabella  (Glenn)  Orr,  the  former  a  native  of  Pais- 
ley. Scotland,  the  latter  f)f  a  suhurhan  district  of  the  same  place.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Orr  were  schonhnates  in  Pai>Kv.  .md  lK)tli  came  to  the  United 
States  in  youth,  Mi.ss  Glenn  to  make  her  home  with  a  .sister  in  Prov- 
idence, Rhode  Island,  James  Orr  to  follow  his  trade  of  block  printer  in 
a  dyeing  establishment  in  Connecticut.  They  were  married,  and  had 
seven  sons,  all  of  whom  are  living,  and  of  whom  the  immediate  subject 
of  these  memoirs  wa.s  third  in  order  of  birth. 

He  received  his  education  in  Bridj^^i-p' irt.  wlicre  his  first  business 
employ  was  by  the  Aclam.s  Express  Company,  and  covered  a  jKjriotl  of 
ten  years.  The  same  company  sent  him  in  1882  to  establisli  an  office 
at  Pittsfield.  where  he  remained  in  managerial  charge  until  1891.  His 
first  appointment  to  the  postmastership  of  Pittsfield  was  by  President 
Harrison,  and  his  first  term  of  service  embraced  some  \  ears  of  Presi- 
dent Cleveland's  administration.    Tie  wa.s  reapi>;inlcd  in  1899  by  Presi- 
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dent  McKinley,  anrl  again  in  1903  by  President  Roosevelt.  From  1893 
to  i8()9  Mr.  Orr  was  in  tlic  onrpldv  oi  tlie  Berksliirc  Life  Insurance 
Company  as  special  agent  for  Western  Massachusetts. 

He  married,  in  May,  1880.  Alida,  daughter  of  Joseph  R.  Lockwood. 
of  Bridgeport,  Connecticut  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orr  have  two  children — 
James  Glenn  Orr,  Jr.,  and  MxTetta  Orr.  The  former  is  a  graduate  of 
Williams  College,  class  of  1903,  and  the  latter  a  student  in  the  Pitts- 
field  high  schoril.  The  Orrs  reside  at  40  Henry  avenue,  and  attend  the 
First  Congregational  church. 


CHARLES  AUSTIN  ACLY. 

Berkshire,  in  common  with  every  other  historic  county,  points  with 
pride  and  veneration  to  its  old  families  as  the  founders  and  upholders 
of  its  institutions  anrl  pn  .s|K'rity.  hut  it  must  not  I>c  forgotten  that  in 
all  that  pertains  to  the  maintenance  of  the  best  interests  oi  the  county 
families  of  more  recent  origin  are  an  indispensable  reenforcement.  Of 
this  newer  dement  in  the  life  of  the  county  no  worthier  representative 
can  be  found  than  Charles  Austin  Ady,  of  Pittsfield.  The  orthography 
of  the  patronymic  varies  in  different  branches  of  the  family,  the  name 
being  sometimes  written  Ackley. 

Edward  Ady  was  horn  at  Castle  Creek,  Xew  York,  where  his 
family  had  long  been  resident.  By  the  demands  of  business  he  was  fre- 
quently obliged  to  change  his  place  of  abode,  and  some  years  ago  re- 
moved to  Pittsfield.  He  married  Harriet  ,  and  they  were  the 
parents  of  two  sons :  Harry,  for  many  years  past  in  the  service  of  the 
Stanley  Electric  Company,  of  Momingside:  and  Charles  .Austin,  fur- 
ther mentioned.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ac\\  Ijave  recently  niove<l  to  Green- 
wich, Connecticut. 
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C  harles  Austin  Aciy  was  Iwrn  in  1876,  at  Castle  Creek,  New  York, 
where  he  received  a  good  education.  After  the  removal  of  the  family 
to  Pittsfield  he  entered  the  Waltham  Sdiool  for  Jewelers,  the  range  of 
his  studies  including  the  optical  course.  By  close  a^lication  he  be- 
came a  thoroughly  well  informed  jeweler,  and  for  the  last  seven  years 
has  been  associated  with  the  Stinson  firm,  their  place  of  business  l)eing 
situatetl  on  Xoith  street.  Mr.  AcIy  takes  the  interest  of  a  g;<jod  citizen 
in  all  community  affairs  and  is  a  nicmlxrr  of  the  Pittsfield  fire  depart- 
ment, he  belongs  to  Crescent  Lodge.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Berkshire,  and  to 
the  Congregational  Gub.  Although  not  an  active  participant  in  politics 
he  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party  and  votes  with  the  organization. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Conprretjational  drarch. 

Mr.  Acly  niarried.  (October  30.  Jennie  inorcncc,  daughter  of 

Dr.  Lorenzo  and  Frances  (Bailey)  Waite,  of  Pittsfield,  tlic  former  a 
practicing  physician  of  more  than  fifty  years'  standing.  Mrs.  Acly  is 
a  graduate  of  the  high  school.  She  has  three  sisters— Adelaide  and 
Edith,  who  reside  with  their  parents,  and  Mary,  wife  of  Hany  West,  a 
member  of  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  Pittsfield.  The  home  of  Mr. 
and  i\Irs.  Acly.  on  Taylor  avenue,  is  one  of  the  prettiest  and  most  at- 
tractive in  the  city. 

STEPHEN  COMSTOCK. 
A  true  type  of  the  Berkshire  county  farmer  is  found  in  Stephen 
Comstock,  of  South  Williamstown,  a  representative  of  a  family  which 
has  been  resident  in  the  coimty  for  a  century  and  a  quarter,  havinpf  been 
founded  by  Thnma«  Comstrtck.  who  cini^rated  from  F.n^,d;ui(l  atx)ut 
1780,  and  settled  in  W'illiaitistown.  He  pun  hnsed  a  [Htrtion  of  what 
was  known  as  tlie  "  Old  Trees "  grant,  and  the  land  is  today  in  the 
possession  of  his  descendants.   By  industry  and  frugality  he  laid 
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foutidatiuns  for  llic  prosperity  of  those  wlio  were  to  conic  alter  hitn, 
and  the  work  was  worthily  carried  on  by  his  son,  Samuel. 

Martin  Comstock,  son  of  Samuel  Comstock,  was  bom  in  1S13,  in 
Williamstown,  and  in  1850  married  Delliah,  daughter  of  Ezra  Berry, 
of  an  old  Connecticut  fattnily,  and  their  children  were:  i.  Saniud, 
born  1 85 1,  went  west  when  a  young  man  and  has  made  his  home  there 
ever  since.  2.  Mary,  horn  iS;.;.  married  Daniel  Locke,  and  became  the 
mother  of  tMur  rliildren.  3.  Stephen  ( -^ee  forward.)  4.  Martha  J., 
bom  1858,  married  Frank  Lamperc.  of  W  illiamstown.  and  is  now  de- 
ceased, having  left  no  children.  5.  Delliah,  born  i860,  married  Charles 
Potter,  of  Pownal,  Vermont.  6,  Ada,  bom  1862.  married  John  Bur- 
bridge,  of  Williamstown.  7.  Henry,  bom  1864,  is  married,  has  three 
children,  and  lives  in  Williamstown.  8.  Martin,  bom  t866,  makes  his 
home  in  Xew  ^'<  rk  stale,  Silas.  l)orn  i8r>8,  is  uimiarried  and  lives 
in  Williamstown.  10.  Nellie,  wh<>  is  at  home  with  her  mother,  who 
is  now  a  widow  and  resides  on  the  old  homestead. 

Stephen  Comstock.  third  child  and  second  son  of  Martin  and 
Delliah  (Berry)  Comstock,  was  bom  in  1856.  and,  like  his  brothers  and 
sisters,  received  his  education  in  the  district  school.  On  reaching  man- 
hood he  decided  to  devote  himself  to  the  calling  which  had  been  heredi- 
tary in  his  family  for  !:,'^encrations.  that  of  a  farmer,  and  the  years  have 
prov  ed  that  in  so  deciding  he  made  no  mistake.  I  lis  ancestral  acres  are 
maintained  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  everything  pertaining  to 
the  farm  points  to  the  owner  as  a  man  of  industry,  enlightenment,  prac- 
tical aUlity  and  sound  judgment.  Mr.  Comstock  has  never  mingled 
actively  in  township  affairs,  and  takes  comparatively  little  interest  in 
|x>1?t?cs.  fee!in<^  that  the  he-^t  field  for  hi*:  cnersxies  is  to  lie  fotmd  in  the 
sphere  of  his  chosen  calling.  ITe  aids  by  his  vote  the  Democratic  party. 
He  i3  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
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Air.  ConisU)ck  is  unniarried,  his  housdiold  Ixing  presided  over  by 
his  widowed  mother  and  his  youngest  sister.  The  homestead  is  situated 
on  the  boundary  line  between  Massachusetts  and  New  York  state. 


GEORGE  AUGUSTUS  FOXCKUET. 

The  late  George  Augustus  Foxcroft,  for  many  years  a  well  known 
journalist  of  Boston,  married  into  one  of  Berkshire  county's  historic 

families,  his  wife  Ix'iiif^'^  Harriet  l*'li/al)ctli  ('n'uihich  (see  Goodrich 
family).  He  was  descciided  iroin  luijjlisli  coh.mial  settlers  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  luunbered  among  his  ancestors  soldiers  of  the  patriot  army 
in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Among  his  near  connections  was  Ralph 
Waldo  Emerson,  and  he  was  a  cousin  of  that  distinguished  divine, 
Phillips  Brooks.  Mr.  Foxcroft  died  in  187S,  and  his  wife  in  1884. 
Of  their  children,  a  dauj^^Iner.  Miss  Emtnelinc  l-V)xcroft.  has  lonj?  been 
a  resident  of  Pitt-^rield.  and  is  a  member  of  the  local  chapter,  Daughters 
of  the  American  Kcvclution. 


JOHN  CHRISTIAN  CHARLES  ROIILMANN. 

« 

The  life  of  John  Christian  Charles  Bohlmann  has  been  closely 
allied  with  the  progress  of  the  city  of  Pittsfield,  where  he  has  spent 
almost  his  entire  life,  and  where  he  is  highly  respected.  His  father 
and  mother  came  to  this  countr>'  about  1835  the  land  of  their 
birth.  Germany,  and  locate<l  in  the  northern  part  of  New  York  state. 
Tliey  afterwards  settled  in  the  villa.q:c  of  Canaan,  \'c\v  'S'orU-.  where 
the>'  lived  a  numl-.er  nf  vears.  The  father,  (  hri-^tian  Bohlmann.  was  a 
mechanic  and  millwright,  and  labored  hard  in  order  that  he  might  give 
his  family  of  three  sons  and  two  daughters  a  good  start  in  life  in  this 
land  of  their  future  home. 
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John  Oiristi.iii  t  lKirk-s  Bolilmanii.  snn  <>t'  Christian  liohlmann.  was 
born  in  1849,  while  the  family  lived  in  Canaan,  New  York.  He  re- 
ceived a  very  limited  education,  and  early  in  life  was  taught  a  trade — 
that  of  loom  fixer  in  a  woolen  mill — in  the  Bel  Air  Mill,  in  Pittslield, 
whither  the  Bohhnann  family  had  moved  in  1852,  when  he  was  only  an 
infant.  After  leaving  the  Bel  Air  Mill  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  the 
Icx^ms  at  the  remeroy  Mill,  a  position  which  he  held  for  many  years. 
In  1876  he  resijjned  to  engage  in  the  liquor  husincss.  entering  into  a 
partnership  under  the  finn  name  of  Bohlm.mn  and  Smith,  on  North 
Street.  No  man  ever  conducted  a  business  which  made  him  more  liable 
to  criticism  than  did  Mr.  Bohlmann,  but  he  soon  won  the  esteem  of 
those  who  were  opposed  to  the  trade  in  which  he  was  engaged,  and  was 
considered  one  of  the  best  adapted  and  most  caistious  and  careful  men 
in  his  line  in  the  city. 

Early  in  his  life  Mr.  Bohlmann  was  an  admirer  of  Pontoosuc  Lake, 
and  was  one  of  the  pioneer  summer  visitors  on  its  shores,  having  camped 
there  when  scarcely  another  cottage  was  seen  on  its  shores.  He  bought 
several  house  lots  there  from  time  to  time,  when  the  land  was  finally 
put  on  the  market,  and  many  a  day  could  be  seen  walking  around  its 
shores,  notingf  the  chane;-es  that  had  been  made  since  his  first  view  of 
that  beautiful  spot.  He  was  large-hearted,  generous,  and  public  spirited, 
fond  of  society  and  most  genial  in  disposition,  which  soon  made  him 
loved  and  honored  by  all  who  chanced  to  meet  him.  or  had  business 
dealings  with  him.  He  was  a  member  of  Berkshire  Lodge,  Knights  of 
IVthias,  and  of  Mystic  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  He  and  his 
femily  were  identified  with  the  Lutheran  church,  and  contributed  largely 
to  its  support.    In  politics  be  was  a  democrat. 

In  1875  Mr.  ■Rohlmann  married  Miss  Mary  P.  Kloseman,  daughter 
of  Henry  and  Mary  Kloseman,  natives  of  Copacke.  Germany,  who  had 
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also  made  their  IvMiie  in  Pittslicld.  Mrs.  B<»hlniaiin  came  to  Pittsfield 
when  only  fi\c  years  of  age,  whtu-  she  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools.  She  had  one  sister  and  three  brothers,  two  of  whom  were 
Henry  and  John. 

Two  children  were  bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bohlmann :  Charles  A., 
bom  in  1876,  who  is  now  conducting"  a  hotel  in  the  city  of  Chicopee, 
Massachusetts:  and  Jessie  C,  lx)rn  in  1879.  married  John  H.  Adams,  oi 
Dalton,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Bohlmann  died  August  2,  1902.  of  Bright's  disease,  leaving 
a  widow  and  his  two  children.  The  touching  remarks  made  by  the 
Rev.  William  L.  Genzmer  at  the  funeral  service  were  a  glowing  tribute 
to  one  who  had  risen  high  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  townsmen,  in 
spite  of  material  disadvantages. 


HENRY  HUNTINGTON  RICHARDSON. 

"  Thcsr  shall  resist  the  empire  of  decay. 
When  Time  i<!  oVr.  and  worlH^  have  passed  away- 
Cold  in  the  dust  the  |)crished  heart  may  lie. 
But  that  which  wanned  it  once  can  nex'er  die." 

Tlius  l»e;ujti fully  tlie  poet  sanj*'  of  the  dauntless  .spirits  who.se  love 
of  liberty  g:ive  hirth  tt>  tlu  greatest  ot  repuhUcs,  .'md  such  may  well  be 
the  refrain  for  those  equally  valorous,  who  preserved  the  Union  of  States 
from  dissolution.  The  sentiment  applies  with  especial  pertinency  to  that 
forttmately  considerable  number  of  brave  soldiers  whose  lives  were 
spared  and  spent  through  long  years  of  usefulness  in  the  development 
of  prosperous  commimities. 

Of  such  was  the  jjeiitlettian  wlm^e  name  intrfduce-;  those  tnemoirs. 
He  was  bom  at  Bclchcrtown.  Hau'pshire  county.  Massachusetts.  Januaiy 
25,  1836,  son  of  Nathan  and  Sophia  (Botitell)  Richardson. 
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Nathan  Richardson  was  born  July  j6,  1785,  in  Cianlner,  Massa- 
chusetts, where  he  was  farmer  and  slioanakcr,  and  whence  he  removed 
to  Windsor,  and  there  continued  to  reside  up  to  the  lime  of  his  decease, 
January  17,  1849.  married,  December  16^  181 2,  Sophia  Boutell, 
bom  January  25,  1788,  at  Leominster,  Massachusetts,  and  died  at 
P&lmyra,  New  York,  February  25,  1872.  Mrs.  Richardson  was  a  most 
active  an«^i  amsistent  menil)er  of  the  Conj,'regatii>nal  church.  She  had 
eight  children,  two  of  whom  tHed  in  childhood.  The  others  were: 
Louii-e  B,  (now  deceased),  who  married  Charles  Read  (also  deceased), 
of  Southwick,  Massachusetts;  Charles,  who  died  in  1843,  China 
Gro\'e,  Mississippi;  Lorenza  B.,  who  married  Claudius  A.  Hume,  of 
Windsor.  Massachusetts,  and  died  in  1894 ;  Jonas  Bailey,  who  died  in 
Indiana:  Sarah  E..  who  married  V.zxvl  G.  Chapman,  of  Genesee,  New 
^'<-rk.  an<I  died  in  i<;o_':  mid  llenrv'  H.,  the  itnnK'<iiate  .sul))ect  of  this 
re\  icw  .  \\1;<>  was  the  fourth  of  the  children  who  attained  majority. 

Henry  Huntington  Richardson  received  liis  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  place,  and  in  that  town  also  acquired  his  trade  of 
carpenter,  serving  a  four  years'  apprenticeship.  He  located  in  Pfttsfidd 
in  iJ^  |8.  where  he  followed  his  trade,  as  journeyman. 

W  hen  a  young  man  he  ji>incd  the  old  Pittstield  Guard  a'^  a  private, 
and  was  in  course  of  time  promoted  through  the  <litVcrcnt  grades  to 
that  of  lieutenant.  On  the  formation  of  the  Allen  Guard  he  was  elected 
first  lieutenant  of  that  famous  organization,  under  Captain  H.  S.  Briggs, 
.son  of  ex-Governor  Briggs.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  war  Cap- 
tain Briggs,  who  afterward  received  a  commission  as  general,  was  prac- 
ticing law  in  Boston.  0»i  the  first  c.dl  for  troops  the  l^ighth  Regiment 
Mas.sachusctts  Volunteer  Infantry  liarl  hut  eight  oi  nipanies,  and  Captain 
Bri^s  urged  Governor  Andrew  to  allow  the  Allen  Guard  to  join  it 
Consent  being  given,  the  yoimg  captain  wired  a  message  to  Lieutenant 
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KichartlMJi),  who  received  it  at  nine  o*cl<ick  t,;n  the  tiiglit  of  April  17, 
1861,  while  he  was  drilling  his  tn  ops.  telling  him  to  liave  the  Allen 
Guard,  with  its  new  recruits,  at  Springfield  the  next  evening  to  join  the 
£i|^th  Massachusetts  Regiment.  Lieutenant  Richardson  was  pronq>tly 
on  hand  with  his  eigiity  men,  and,  with  the  regiment  to  which  his  com- 
pany had  l)een  assigned,  went  by  the  Connecticut  River  Railroad  to  New 
\"<'rk  K'U  the  train  that  bure  (ieneral  Benjamin  1'".  Hutler  and  his  staff. 
Arriving  in  New  York  by  daylight,  the  men  were  given  breakfast  at 
different  hotels,  and  at  eight  in  the  morning  were  ordered  to  take  cars 

0 

for  Washingtcm,  to  }om  the  Sixth  Massachusetts  Regiment,  which  had 
preceded  them  a  few  hours  earlier.  At  Philadelphia  news  of  the  Balti- 
more riots  was  heard,  and  intense  cxdtement  followed.   General  Butler 

concluded  to  remain  in  Philadelphia  for  a  time,  and.  after  sui){>er  at  the 
Continental  Hotel,  the  soldiers  were  camped  at  the  Girard  House,  then 
unoccupied,  for  the  night.  At  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  two  flank 
c<»npQnies  (the  Allen  Guard  being  on  the*  left  flank),  were  ordered  to 
the  depot  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  it,  but,  meeting  with  no  trouble, 
waited  there  until  the  remainder  of  the  regiment  came  up,  when  all  went 
nn  t'l-^anher.  A  little  iiortli  <»f  Havre  <le  (Irace  the  tlaiik  coni]>anies 
were  ordered  to  load,  and  a  few  miles  further  on  were  ordered  ahead  to 
take  a  steamer  thought  to  be  loaded  witli  supi^ies  for  the  rebels.  Find- 
ing the  steamer  all  right,  the  regiment  subsequently  boarded  it  and 
started  for  Annapolis,  where  th^  foimd  the  old  ship  "Constitution." 
Taking  out  the  guns  from  it  in  order  to  cross  the  bar,  the  two  flank 
companies  were  placed  as  guard  while  the  regiment  was  towed  down 
the  l>ay  in  the  noted  frigate.  llie  Allen  (niard  went  with  (ieneral 
Butler,  who  assumed  commanti  of  the  navy  yard,  and  the  next  day  the 
Eighth  Regiment  was  joined  by  the  New  Yoric  Seventh,  and  tmder  Gen- 
eral Butler's  command  started  for  Washington.  No  locomotive  in  repair 
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could  be  found,  but,  finding  a  dismantled  engine,  the  General  asked  if 
anydiic  (.uuM  vui  ii  r;,i;!it,  and  sixju  hjiiiul  suilicicul  capable-  machinists 
among  ihc  soldiers  lo  make  the  neecltd  repairs.   Taking  two  guns  on  one 
car,  and  rails  on  another,  the  men  marched  ahead,  and,  as  they  found 
the  road  torn  up,  repaired  it.  The  Allen  Guard,  however,  went  to  Bal> 
tiroore  on  a  tug,  where  in  the  night  they  cut  out  Uie  "AU^eny,"  a  re- 
ceiving ship,  and  towed  it  down  without  molestation  to  Fort  McHenry, 
right  under  the  guns  of  the  enemy.    Afterward  they  were  stationed  at 
Fort  Mcllcnry,  on  guard  duly  with  the  Worcester  battahun  for  two 
weeks,  thcti  joined  the  regiment  at  Relay  House,  where  they  were  on 
guard  till  July.  Going  thence  to  BaltimcMv,  General  Butler's  headquar- 
ters, the  Alien  Guard  was  encamped  on  a  hill  outside  the  city  until  the 
e>q[>iration  of  its  term  of  enlistment.   While  en  route  for  home  it  was 
entertained  in  New  York  city  by  the  New  York  Seventh  Regiment,  and 
later  was  niusicri.(l  out  of  service  on  Boston  Common.    At  Relay  House, 
Captain  Uriggs  having  been  promoted,  Lieutenant  Richardson  was  com- 
missioned as  captain,  and  on  coming  to  Pittsfield  after  being  mustered 
out,  he  and  his  men  were  received  by  the  citizens  witii  a  rousing  wd- 
come. 

After  its  dlsdiarj^e  the  Allen  Guard  was  ordered  to  send  in  its  arms, 

and  Captain  KiclianiM  n  went  to  Boston  to  ask  Governor  Andrew  to 
allow  his  men  to  keep  their  nuiskcts.  The  (jovernor  asked  him,  instead, 
to  raise  a  company  for  the  Twenty-first  Massachusetts  Regiment,  and, 
having  sttcceeded,  he  had  his  full  complement  of  men  at  Worcester  with- 
in two  weeks,  and  they  were  sworn  in  as  Company  I,  Captain  Richard- 
son having  as  his  lieutenant  a  son  of  President  Steams,  of  Amherst, 
and  as  major  of  the  regiment.  Professor  Oark.  of  the  same  institution. 
On  August  21.  1861.  he  starte<l  with  his  regiment  for  Washington,  and 
later  sailed  with  Burnside's  expedition  to  Hatteras.   From  Hatteras  he 
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mailed  February  5,  1862,  to  Roanoke  Island,  and  participated  in  the  en- 
gagement at  that  place.  On  Marqh  i6th,  he  was  present  with  his  men 

at  the  battle  of  Xevvl)erne.  North  Carolina,  and  was  afterward  sent  by 
(icneral  Uurnsidc  with  liis  omiKiny  to  Xew  York  with  thret  iuindred 
prisoners,  whom  he  delivered  safely  at  Governor's  Island.  A  week  later 
he  returned  with  his  company  to  Newbeme,  after  which  he  was  sub- 
sequently kept  busy  under  McClellan,  Pope,  and  other  generals,  in 
harassing  Jackson  and  Longstreet  at  Fredericksburg,  Culpeper,  Alex- 
andria, Bull  Run,  Chancellorsville,  and  elsewhere.  He  was  in  many 
of  the  bl<io(licst  fighls  of  that  entire  cam])aii,ni,  and  al  one  time,  owing  to 
the  death  of  a  captain  who  was  killed  in  battle,  be  had  the  command  of 
two  companies.  At  one  time  he  was  ambushed ;  and  on  another  occa- 
sion, when  all  the  field  officers  were  killed  or  captured,  he  was  placed 
in  command  of  the  regiment.  Returning  with  his  regiment  to  Wash- 
ington, he  was  ordered  ttp  the  Potomac  by  General  McCfellan.  and,  as 
actMiji  licutcnriiit-o .1(  nel  of  the  re^^jiineiit.  was  near  the  front  at  the 
l>at(k>  <if  I'redcrick  and  .Sontli  Mountain,  and  on  the  extreme  left  at 
the  battle  of  Antietam.  He  afterward  served  in  the  Shenandoah  Val- 
ley, and  was  then  sent  to  Falmouth,  Virginia,  to  join  the  force  pre- 
paring* to  head  off  Lee  from  Richmond,  where,,  while  waiting  for  pro- 
visions, he  spent  two  weeks  in  pnttinij  up  forts  and  breastworks.  He 
StOO<l  near  .'-^er^^'^eaiit  Tlionias  Plunkett  wIk-ii  be  was  bit  by  tbc  shell  that 
took  ofi  Ijoth  his  mns.  After  ( ieneral  Bumside  assumed  command  of 
the  army,  the  Twenty-lirst  Regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Ninth  Corps, 
and  sent  first  to  Newport  News,  thence  to  the  department  of  the  Ohio, 
and  was  stationed  in  different  places  in  Kentucky  until  July,  1863,  when 
Captain  Richardson  was  made  provost  marshal  of  Camp  Nelson.  On 
rejointncf  his  resriment  he  participated  in  several  eni^atienients  in  East 
Tennessee,  and  suffered  all  the  hardships  of  camp  and  field  life,  at  one 
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time  he  and  his  men  being  tUrcetl  to  subsist  on  three  cars  of  corn  a  day. 
On  January  6tli.  the  captain,  who  in  the  meantime  had  been  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  major,  was  given  a  month's  leave  of  absence  on  account 
of  having  re-enlisted,  and,  starting  for  home,  took  with  him  four  hun- 
dred prisoners  as  far  as  Cincinnati.  At  the  end  of  the  month  Major 
Richardsi III  joined  (iranl  s  army  at  Aiiiiap' ilis.  atul  -ubseijucntly  tuok 
an  acti\c  jiart  in  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  North 
Anna,  Cold  1^1  arbor,  and  Petersburg,  in  the  last  named  receiving  a  bullet 
wound  in  Uie  thigh.  After  spending  two  weeks  in  Washington  he  came 
hcune  and  remained  until  his  wound  was  partly  healed,  and  then  remained 
with  his  regiment  at  Annapolis  until  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  en- 
listment. \\  liile  home  on  leave  of  absence.  Major  Richardson  was 
ai>i>iintcil  lieutenant  (.< '1.  mcl  '<i  his  regiment,  but  did  not  appear  to  be 
mustered  in  as  such  before  he  was  dischargfed. 

Upon  his  return  to  Pittslield,  Major  Richardson  engaged  in  con- 
tracting and  building,  and  among  the  fine  residences  that  he  erected  the 
first  was  a  brick  house  on  Wendell  avenue  (then  Wenddl  street),  and 
the  last  the  elepant  summer  home  of  Georgre  H.  Laflin  (now  deceased). 
Major  Kichard-^on  c'.n])loye»!  many  men.  and  built  many  public  build- 
ings and  other  structures  tliat  stand  todaj'  monuments  t<>  his  business 
integrity.  Notable  among  these  eflifices  is  the  higli  school  building.  He 
retired  from  active  business  pursuits  in  1891. 

Politically  he  was  a  Republican  of  the  stalwart  type,  and  was  recog- 
nized  by  his  party  as  a  man  to  whom  important  responsibilities  might 
spfcly  Ik*  entrusted  and  nndf^r  the  ti'wn  i\ ernnieiit  he  served  for  sev- 
eral terms  etViciently  as  ci;nunissioner  of  sewers;  he  was  county  coin- 
missioner  for  three  years,  and  served  his  ward  in  the  city  council.  He 
was  delegaterl  to  numerous  conventions.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
committee  having  charge  of  the  erection  of  the  .soldiers'  monument  in 
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Pittstkld.  His  Grand  Army  membership  was  with  W.  W.  Rockwell 
Post. 

He  married,  October  j6,  1852,  Maria  L.,  daughter  of  Jabez  L. 
Babcock,  of  New  Lebanon,  New  York.    Doth  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard- 

i-oii  wctL'  mcmhcT";  oi"  S<»utM  Ci >ii^rf<;ati<  iial  cliurcli,  Mr.  Richardson 
serving  as  a  incmlK-r  <«i  the  finance  coniniittet  for  some  years.  Major 
Richardson  died  March  31,  1904.  Mrs.  Richardson  resides  on  East 
Housatonic  street.  Pittsfield. 

The  following  peroration  of  a  tribute  paid  to  the  memory  of  Col- 
onel H.  H.  Richardson — a  part  of  the  funeral  service  in  Pittsfield, 
Al>ril  2,  too;— is  the  estimate  oi  his  fricmls  and  neighbors: 

"  \\  c  likol  tliat  snlid.  •;<niare-sct  hody.  tliat  face  with  its  nijj^d 
lines  ol  strength,  that  quiet  masterfulness,  that  superb  integrity.  He 
dispensed  charm  somehow  like  magic  You  and  I  sitting  here,  who  knew 
him  and  felt  the  charm,  are  not  dovihtfnl  that  it  was  the  heart  of  the 
num  wliich  won  ns.  It  woidd  he  a  kmd  of  nng'cntle  exposure  to  handle 
that  truth  in  puhlic.  W  e  know  it.  we  feel  it,  and  that  is  enough.  Simple, 
modest,  straight,  friendly,  masterful  soldier,  soldier  also,  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

'*  'Xothinqf  is  here  for  tears,  nothing-  to  wail. 
Or  knock  the  breast;  no  weakness,  no  contempt. 
Dispraise  or  blame,  nothing  hut  well  and  fair.' 

"  Thackeray,  describing  the  death  of  Colonel  Xewconie,  says  that 
he  lifted  his  head  a  little  and  quickly  said:  'Adsum.  present!*  and 
fell  back.   It  was  a  word  used  at  x  hn  >]  when  names  were  called.   It  is 

a  soldierly  wcrd  alsi-.  (  "lonel  Hi(li  inN< -n  h.is  answered  name.— 
the  simple,  soldierly,  unpretentious.  'Present I' — and  stands  l)efore  his 
Master." 


MICHAEL  COX  DON. 

A  fe>v  years  since,  no  member  of  the  Irisli-American  population  of 
Berkshire  county  was  more  esteemed  or  more  desen'edly  so  than 
Mkrhael  Condon,  then  an  old  and  respected  resident  of  Stockbridge. 
His  father,  Patrick  Condon,  who  was  bom  in  Ireland,  married  Mar- 
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gaiet  ,  a  native  of  the  same  country,  and  they  emigrated  to  the 

United  States  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  "  the  Berkshires."  Their  family 
then  oMisisted  of  one  daughter  and  four  sons,  one  of  whom  was  Michad. 
Mr.  Condon  was  a  hardworking,  industrious  man,  who  gave  his  children 
such  limited  educational  advantages  as  were  within  his  power,  and  re* 
ceived  the  :iid  ol  his  sons  in  the  cult;valiun  ot  ihc  farm. 

Micliael  Condon,  son  of  Patrick  and  Margaret  Condon,  was  born 
in  West  Stockbridge,  and  obtained  his  education  in  the  district  school. 
In  his  youth  he  aided  his  father  on  the  farm,  and  then,  feeling  a  desire 
for  another  h'ne  of  endeavor,  went  to  work  in  the  Hudson  iron  mines. 
The  result  proved  that  he  had  not  mistaken  his  true  sphere  of  action, 
for  before  many  years  Imd  elapsed  he  became  by  piircliasc  tlic  owner  of 
these  mines,  and  alu-ui  tlie  same  time  Intught  the  "old  hotel  property," 
in  West  Stockbridge,  where  for  ahnrnt  fifteen  years  he  conducted  a  gen- 
eral store.  As  a  business  man  he  was  wdl  and  favorably  known  for 
his  discreet  and  farsighted  progressiveness.  As  a  citizen  he  was  highly 
respected  and  also  extremely  popular,  serving  for  nine  years  as  select- 
man, the  greater  part  of  that  time  as  chairman  of  the  board.  He  also 
filled  the  ofHce  of  deputy  slicritf  under  Sheriff  Crosby,  of  Pittsfield.  and 
held  a  number  oi  imjxirtam  posilit)ns  on  various  ttnvn  committees.  He 
vras  a  charter  member  of  District  No.  2,  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians, 
and  was  widely  known  in  society  circles.  In  politics  he  was  a  sturdy 
Democrat,  and  could  have  had  any  office  within  the  gift  of  his  party. 

Mr.  Condon  married,  in  1885,  Elizabeth  Morrison,  and  their  chil- 
dren were:  Mary,  born  .August  7.  1887;  Elizabeth.  Ixmi  June  25,  1889; 
Frances.  lM»rn  September  12,  i8fj<}:  and  F.dward.  born  October  15,  1895. 
Mr.  Condon's  death  rKcurred  at  the  hospital,  where  he  was  undergoing 
treatment  for  brain  fever.  His  loss  was  widely  lamented,  and  his  fam- 
ily were  made  to  feel  that  in  their  afHiction  they  received  the  sincere 
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sympathy  of  many  true  friends.   His  affairs,  including  the  store,  were 

for  a  few  years  conducted  by  his  widow,  who  was  finally  compelled  by 
failing  hcilih  t\>  (iisposc  of  the  properly  and  move  to  Pittsfield,  where 
she  now  resides  with  her  children.  Mrs.  Condon  is  the  daughter  of 
Patrick  and  £Uen  (Flynn)  Morrison,  of  Lenox,  Massachusetts.  The 
family  took  up  their  abode  in  Ijenox  in  1834,  and  it  is  probable  that  th^ 
were  among  the  first  Irish  residents  of  the  place.  Mrs.  Condon  has 
three  brothers:  Richard,  who  ts  employed  at  the  Lenox  Pumping 
Station:  David,  who  is  a  masmi-buildcr  in  L-enox ;  and  John,  who  is  in 
the  west.  She  has  also  a  sister,  Nora,  who  is  the  wife  of  William 
Franiey,  of  Pittsfield. 

JAMES  RYAN. 

James  Ryan,  who  is  living-  retired,  (me  of  the  pioneer  Irish -Ameri- 
can citizens  of  Dalton,  is  a  sun  t  t  James  and  I'.llen  Ryan,  who  was  born 
in  Balline,  county  Limerick,  Ireland,  in  March,  i8j8.  In  early  life 
he  was  left  an  orphan,  and  spent  his  boyhood  days  with  his  uncle,  Den- 
nis Ryan.  Desirous  of  obtaining  a  good  education  he  made  the  most  of 
his  opportunities  in  his  native  land,  attending  school  when  not  engaged 
at  farm  labor  and  at  teaming.  Believing  that  America  afforded  better 
opp(  Ttunitics  for  livisincs>  nd\ nnccmcnt,  he  decided  to  cume  to  the 
United  States,  and  July  2,  1S48,  laniled  at  New  York  City,  being  then 
twenty  years  of  age.  He  made  his  way  to  Syracuse,  New  York,  where 
he  had  relatives,  and  found  employment  in  connection  with  the  salt  in- 
dustry. Although  a  man  in  age  and  stature,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  im- 
prove the  opportunity  of  attending  school  during  his  residence  in  Syra- 
cnse.  On  leaving  that  citv  ho  wont  t<'  Albany,  afterward  ti  •  ['ittsfield, 
and  thence  came  to  Dalton  in  1850.  Here  he  entered  the  employ  of 
J.  B.  Crane,  and  with  the  exception  of  about  eight  years  continued  in 
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the  services  of  the  Crane  family  until  his  retirement  from  business  life. 
He  was  for  se\'en  years  with  the  Carson  family,  and  spent  one  year  in 
traveling  in  the  west,  during  that  time  visiting  places  in  Minnesota,  bat 
gladly  returning:  to  the  cast.  In  Dalton  Mr.  Ryan  also  improved  the 
opportunity  nf  c< >ntiiniiii|:;'  his  c«hu:iti<>n  in  the  piiblii-  si.1i<k>1s. 

In  Octulx;r.  iHdi.  (Kcurrcil  the  marriage  of  James  Ryan  and  Miss 
Ellen  Grady,  of  Springfield.  Massachusetts,  whom  he  brought  to  the 
home  which  he  had  prepared  for  her  in  Dalton.  They  had  three  chil- 
dren :  Henry  J.,  bom  July  30.  1862,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Boston  Uni- 
versity Law  School,  class  of  1R86.  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  is  now 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  Thi'inas  c^t  Ryan,  practicini^  attorneys  of  New 
York  city:  Kntlurinc  E..  I)orn  December  17,  1865,  is  a  gracUiate  of  the 
Pittsfield  high  school,  and  for  several  years  was  e^igaged  in  teaching  in 
Dalton:  Thomas  G.,  born  July  18,  1867,  is  emplojred  in  the  incandescent 
lamp  department  at  the  Stanley  Electric  works  in  Pittsfield,  Massadm- 
setts.  Mr.  Ryan  and  his  family  ocaipy  n  ver>'  attractive  residence  on 
Curtis  avenue,  in  Dalton.  which  stands  as  a  monument  to  his  life  of 
thrift  and  enterpri"=c.  TTe  is  a  Democrat  in  his  political  alHliation.  and 
is  a  communicant  of  the  Catholic  church. 


MICHAFX  O'LOUGHLIN. 

One  of  the  most  intelUgfent  and  scholarly  Irishmen  in  Berkshire 
county,  Mr.  O'T^ *u.i,dilin.  a  resident  of  Pittsfield  for  nearly  sixtv  years, 
has  interspersed  his  labors  with  study,  thus  cultivating  his  naturally  su- 
perior intellect  and  placing  him  on  an  equal  footuig  with  those  who  ac- 
quired the  advantages  of  a  liberal  education  in  their  younger  days. 

Michael  CVLoughlin  was  born  in  the  county  Galway.  Ireland.  Au- 
gust I,  x8t6.  that  turbulent  period  in  Irish  history  immediately  following 
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the  rigorous  suppression  of  the  revolution  of  1798,  in  which  the  people 
were  still  hwrdenec!  with  the  hardships  of  British  misrule.   He  acquired 

the  nifliiiKtit-^  <>t  his  e<liu-:!tion  in  liis  iiati\c  lainl  and  rcsiflol  then-  until 
he  was  thirty  vears  old.  His  si>>tor  Cithcrinc  (who  afterward  niarried 
John  Holland)  came  with  him  to  the  United  States  in  1847,  the  year  of 
the  memorahle  Irish  famine,  arrivtnjf  on  American  soil  after  a  passage 
of  forty-nine  days,  and  locating  immediately  in  Pittsfield.  Hardly  had 
he  set  foot  on  the  soil  of  Pittsfidd  when  he  was  offered  steady  employ- 
ment hy  rinvernor  (ie<iri;e  X.  I'rij^f^s.  wliich  lie  accepted,  and  fi -r  the 
succeeding-  nineteen  years  he  was  in  charge  of  the  gnnimls  surrounding 
Maplewood  Seminary.  Subsequently  for  a  period  of  thirty  years  he  oc- 
cujned  the  responsible  position  of  chief  gardener  on  the  Leonard  estate, 
having  entire  charge  of  the  exterior  decorations  on  that  extensive  prop- 
erty. durin«:  which  time  he  labored  diligently  and  faithfully  in  the  interest 
of  his  employer.  Ilis  rei,Mi]ar  hahits,  together  w  ith  a  naliual  iiirlinat ii  iii 
toward  economy  and  thrift,  enabled  him  to  amass  a  comfortable  com- 
petency, which  has  been  the  means  of  making  his  declining  years  a 
period  of  uninterrupted  enjo3rment. 

As  has  been  previously  stated  Mr.  O'Loughlin  interspersed  his 
labors  with  study.  de\'Oting  his  leisure  hours  to  the  enrichment  of  a  mind 
constantly  thirsting  for  knowledge.  an<l  these  stntlious  habits,  which  he 
has  never  allowed  to  deteriorate,  have  jxartially  if  not  wholly  recompensed 
the  restricted  desire  for  learning  experienced  in  his  youth.  Among  the 
various  studies  pursued  and  mastered  by  him  is  the  Celtic  tongue,  or  . 
ancient  language  of  Ireland,  and  this  he  is  able  to  read  and  write  fluent- 
ly, an  accomplishment  which,  prior  to  the  inauguration  of  the  present 
movement  in  .America  to  secure  the  preservation  of  the  Irish  tongue 
among  the  living  languages,  was  p<»sse«scd  hy  hut  few  of  his  country- 
men.  Nor  is  his  knowledge  of  this  subject  merely  superficial,  as  he  has 
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<m  various  occasions  made  practical  demonstrations  of  bis  superior 
learning  in  this  direction,  and  has  written  a  number  of  books  in  the 
ancient  Irish  language.  Some  time  since  he  crossed  the  ocean  accom- 
panied by  his  son,  and  visited  his  old  home  in  Ireland.  Although  nearly 

ninety  ycnrs  old  his  physical  and  mental  powers  are  remarkably  well 
preser\e<l,  espeiiaily  his  mental  faculties,  and  his  memory  is  extraor- 
dinarily clear.   In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat. 

In  1852  Mr.  O'Loughlin  was  joined  in  marriage  with  Miss  Cath- 
erine Kirk,  of  Pittsfield.  Their  children  are:  Bryan,  bom  in  1853: 
Delia,  who  is  no  longer  living;  James,  bom  in  1857;  Maria,  bom  in 
1861 ;  Margaret,  born  in  1863:  Michael,  bom  in  1865;  and  Kate,  bom 
in  t868.  Br\'an  O'Loui^hlin  is  now  a  ])aiiUer  and  p;iperdian,e[er  in  Pitts- 
field.  James  0"l.«nit,dilin  is  a  traveling  salesman.  Mrs.  0'L»uglilin 
died  in  18S5.  The  family  attend  St.  Joseph's  ( Roman  Catholic)  church. 

CHARLES  ALBERT  BYRAM. 
An  excellent  preliminary  schooling,  a  collect  course  through  which 

he  ])ai<l  his  way  by  work  as  tnti>r  and  otherw  ise,  and  ei<jlitcen  years'  ex- 
perience as  teacher  and  prinripil  of  tjrntnmar  and  high  schools,  is  the 
Splendid  equipment  of  Charles  /Vlbert  Byram  for  the  office  which  he 
has  so  capably  filled  since  1904,  that  of  superintendent  of  the  schods 
of  Pittsfield. 

He  is  a  native  of  the  Pine  Tree  state,  bom  in  Freeport,  May  18. 
t86^.  son  of  .Albert  C.  and  Ilclrti  (P.rewcr'i  P.yram.  also  natives  of 
Maine,  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  .\n  ante-revoUitionary  Brewer  in  direct 
line  with  the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a  sddier  in  the 
patriot  army  during  the  war  for  Independence,  and  several  Bynuns.  early 
settlers  of  Maine,  rendered  similar  service  and  were  soldiers  in  the  war 
of  1812. 
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Charles  A.  Byram  was  graduated  from  Freeport  (Maine)  high 

school,  atid  Bowdoin  College  class  <>f  1886.  and  during  the  following  five 
years  taught  in  Bangor.  Maine,  being  principal  of  a  grammar  schtxjl 
for  three  years,  and  of  tlie  high  school  for  two  years  of  the  period.  In 
September,  1891,  he  came  to  Pittsfidd  to  assume  the  principalship  of 
the  high  school,  a  ]x>sit{on  which  he  continued  to  occupy  until  September, 
J  904.  when  he  was  elected  to  his  present  office  of  superintendent  of 
schools.    He  is  i  nicinher  of  the  School  Superintendents'  Association  of 
Massachuiictts.  and  <»t  the  "  Round  Table."  an  tirganization  including 
school  superintendents  of  Berkshire,  Hampden,  Hampshire  and  Frank- 
Jin  counties,  Massachusetts,  for  interchange  of  views  and  adoption  of 
methods  in  the  furtherance  of  educational  interests.   Mr.  Byram  was 
one  of  the  original  stcwkholders  and  is  secretary  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Spark  0»il  C'>nipany.  a  thriving  local  industry.    He  is  also  in- 
terested in  the  Musgrove  Knitting  Company,  of  Pittsfield.    He  is  a 
member  and  present  master  (1906)  of  Crescent  Lodge,  Free  and  Ac- 
cepted  Mascms,  and  executive  committeeman  of  the  Park  Qub,  I^tts- 
field. 

He  married,  December  25.  1802,  Alice  M..  daughter  of  the  late  A. 
T.  Coburn,  who  was  a  merchant  of  Patten,  Maine.  Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Byram 
have  a  son,  Robert  Ir^'ing  Byram,  born  June  20,  1894. 


WILLIAM  FLEMMING. 

Among  those  foreign-bom  citizens  who  by  their  industry,  ability 

and  uprightness  of  character  are  a  credit  alike  to  their  nali\  c  lan<l  and 
to  the  coimtr\-  of  their  adoption,  must  be  numbered  William  Flemming 
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the  seven  chiidren  of  Patrick  and  Ellen  Flemming.  The  family  was 
in  fairly  comfortable  circumstances,  and  had  a  little  farm,  in  the  labors 

of  which  the  M'lis  were  early  trained  to  assist  their  father.  \\  lieu 
iani  was  ten  ye:irs  eld  his  mother  died,  and  in  1857  he  took  passage  for 
America.  Landing  in  New  York,  he  went  to  live  in  Fisbkill  village, 
where  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  which  thereafter  he  steadily  fol- 
lowed, and  by  dint  of  industry  and  economy  was  enabled,  in  the  course 
of  time  to  bring  liis  brothers  and  sisters  to  the  United  States.  In  1866 
he  came  to  PittstieUl.  where  he  so«jn  ohtained  wurk.  For  more  than 
twenty  years  he  was  employed  by  Mr.  S.  J.  Saunders,  a  local  contractor. 
He  worked  as  carpenter  at  the  Pontoosuc  woolen  mill,  and  afterward 
was  employed  for  twenty-two  years  at  Glenoris  mill,  in  Dalton,  as  milt 
carpenter.  In  politics  he  is  a  staunch  Democrat,  and  in  religion  a 
member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church. 

Mr.  inemming  married,  in  1872,  Margaret  Ouin.  of  West  PittS- 
iield,  and  they  took  up  their  abode  in  a  house  in  Goodrich  street  which 
had  been  prepared  by  Mr.  Flemming  the  year  before,  and  where  tiiey 
have  since  always  lived.  The  following  children  have  been  bom  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Flemming:  i.  P.  J.,  bom  March  13.  1873,  lives  with  his 
parent-,  and  is  in  partnership  with  his  brothers  in  the  electric  busi- 
ness, the  firm  beiiiK  known  as  the  Eureka  Electric  Company.  .Mat- 
thew F.,  bom  December  13,  1874,  is  unmarried,  and  lives  with  his  par- 
ents. 3.  Mary  R,  bom  February  11,  1877,  niarried  John  Foley,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  motmted  police  force  of  Washington,  District  of  Columbia. 
4.  Susan,  died  when  less  than  a  year  old.  5.  John  E.,  bom  1884,  and 
is  in  business  with  his  brothers. 
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OCTAVE  GILBERT. 

There  is  no  worthier  representative  nt  the  I'rciuh  i>o|)uIatii»ii  of 
Berkshire  ci  tiiity  tli.ui  (Vtne  Ciilbert,  of  Pittsticld.  His  ancestors 
earned  a  liveliliooU  by  \v«)rking  in  the  vineyards  of  their  native  France, 
but  some  members  of  the  later  generations,  becoming  possessed  with  the 
spirit  of  adventure,  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  seek  their  fortune  in  the  New 
World 

Gilbert,  the  father  of  Octave,  was  taken  t<»  Canada  when  a  Ixiy  of 
ten  y(  ars.  He  married  Margaret  ( i:'.cqnest  and  several  of  their  cliildren 
are  now  residents  of  Pittstield  and  have  nunierous  descendants :  Octave, 
see  forvi-ard;  Sophie,  bom  1834,  married  Louis  Robage,  of  Pittsfield; 
Mar\%  bom  1836.  married  John  Milmont,  of  Pittsfield;  Joseph,  bom 
1838;  Delia,  bom  1840.  both  live  in  this  city,  the  latter  being  an  inmate 
of  the  home  of  Henry  Robap;-e. 

Octave  r;ill)ert,  eldest  son  <  f  (iill-ert  and  Margaret  ((iacquest)  Gil- 
bert, was  Ixtrn  ncceiulx.T  8.  1832.  in  P.erther.  near  Montreal,  province  of 
Quebec,  where  he  received  a  district  school  education  and  was  trained 
to  the  labors  of  a  farm.  When  sixteen  years  of  age  he  went  to  Middle- 
ford  with  a  half-brother,  wlio  had  been  visiting  in  Canada,  and  found 
eini)loyinent  in  the  carding-  room  of  Sumner  Church*s  woolen  mill,  w  here 
he  learned  t]ie  trade  to  whieh  he  afterward  dcvotefl  In'msclf.  At  the  aj^e 
of  nineteen  he  went  to  Stearnsx  ille  and  entered  the  scr\  ice  of  the  firm 
of  D.  &  H.  Stearns,  witli  whom  he  remained  for  the  long  period  of 
twenty-one  years.  He  then  became  one  of  the  partners  in  a  stock  com- 
pany known  as  the  Steamsville  Woolen  Company.  The  prosperity  of 
the  enterprise  was  blaste<l  bj'  a  disastrous  fire  which  destroyed  the  mill, 
and  after  thii  calamity  Mr.  (lilhcrt  accepted  a  |i"siti(»n  in  tlie  carding" 
room  of  the  mill  of  \V.  K.  TilK,iS(jn.    During  the  six  years  which  he 
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spent  there  his  services  were  as  highly  vaftted  as  they  had  been  in  all  his 
prcvirnis  places  oi  cmploynicnt.  In  i</<jj  Mr.  (iilUert  retired  from  active 
work  after  a  business  career  of  more  tlian  half  a  century,  during  llie 
whole  of  which  he  maintained  a  reputation  for  capability  of  an  unusual 
order,  joined  to  strict  rectitude  of  conduct.  He  has  now  in  his  posses- 
sion letters  from  his  former  employers  which  testify  to  the  high  r^rd 
in  which  he  was  held  by  them.  His  time  is  now  chiefly  occupied  in 
carini;  for  his  pn-perty.  his  residence  l  einij  one  (^f  the  finest  in  W  est 
Pittsiield.  In  i)olitics  he  is  a  staunch  Republican,  and  in  religion  a 
Roman  Catholic  * 

Mr.  Gilbert  married,  in  1S54,  Maria  Daniels  of  Middleboro,  Ver- 
mont, and  of  the  eleven  children  bom  to  tiiem  eight  reached  maturity: 
Joseph,  bom  1858,  Is  married,  has  a  family,  and  lives  in  Stafford,  Con- 
necticut: Lcniisc,  bom  i860,  married  James  Towers,  and  lives  in  Pitts- 
field;  Jcremiali.  horn  1862,  is  a  railway  enc^ineer  and  resides  in  Pitts- 
iield; Phoebe,  born  1864,  has  returned  to  the  home  of  her  ancestors 
and  lives  in  Montreal.  Canada ;  Charles,  bora  1866,  is  married  and  lives 
in  Pittsfidd;  Ullie,  married  Charles  Goodridi  and  resides  in  Steams- 
ville;  Levi,  killed  by  an  accident  in  Herkimer  county.  New  York,  in 
1903;  Vinnie.  born  1875,  married  Louis  Duniet,  and  lives  in  North 
Hadley,  Massachusetts. 


WILLIAM  HKNRY  LYON. 

That  Berkshire  county  is  fortunate  in  the  possession  of  a  pfiotog- 
rajihcr  of  exceptional  talent  is  readily  demonstrable  through  reference 

t(»  these  \  <ilunies,  which  contain  many  arti'^tic  portraits,  as.  for  example, 
those  of  Th  n.  \\'ellingtt>n  Smith,  Dr.  O.  S.  Roberts,  Mr.  C.  C.  Chesncy, 
Hon.  Parley  Russell,  and  numerous  others,  the  accurately  engraved  re- 
productions of  photographs  taken  by  Mr.  Lyon. 
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He  is  a  native  of  Ulster  cctinty,  New  York,  bom  April  9,  1862,  son 
of  Thomas  and  the  late  Martlia  (Harding)  Lyon,  who  located  in  1864 
in  Lee.  Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts,  where  Thomas  Lyon  has  since 

been  cni^M.Lied  in  Inisiness  ns  a  painter  and  decorator.  William  H.  Lyon 
C(Mnj)lt'tc<l  his  initial  scln >«)litijL,'-  :it  tlie  hish  school.  Lee.  and  then  took 
the  course  at  the  Spencerian  lousiness  College.  (  Icvcland,  Ohio,  becom- 
ing an  expert  penman,  and  for  some  years  thereafter  was  engaged  in 
the  teaching  of  penmanship  in  dickering  Business  College,  Pittsfield. 

Always  interested  in  photography.  Mr.  Lyon  in  1892  determined 
upon  entering  into  that  business,  and  in  ])rci>aration  therefor  spent  two 
years  with  local  photographers  in  learnint;  its  technicalities.  In  he 
estalili^hcd  a  stn<lio  at  North  Adams,  where  he  reinaiiicd  until  1903, 
when  he  located  in  his  present  quarters,  Wollison  Block,  Pittsfield. 
He  has  established  a  reputation  for  artistic  ability  second  to  none  in  his 
profession  in  western  Massachusetts.  He  is  a  member  of  Osceola  Lodg^ 
No.  125,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  In  which  he  has  filled  the 
cliair.s  of  conductor.  an<l  left  supporter  to  the  \  ice  noble  grand. 

He  married,  July  18,  1S95,  Charlotte,  daughter  of  Henry  W.  Rail, 
for  many  years  in  the  department  of  pul)1ic  works.  New  York  city.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Lyon  have  a  daughter,  Helen  Charlotte,  bom  December  3.  1897. 

HUGH  QUINN. 

One  of  the  representative  Irishmen  of  Berkshire  county,  both  as 
a  business  rn.'in  .ind  a  citizen,  is  lliiiih  Oninn,  of  D.ihon.  He  w.is  Iwrn 
in  1837.  in  Drinkerhan,  in  the  north  of  Irelaml.  His  ycnith  and  early 
manhood  were  pa.ssed  in  assisting  his  father  and  brothers  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  form,  and  also  in  the  fishing  business,  which  they  car- 
ried on  during  the  season  when  farming  was  impossible.   Finding  the 
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profits  of  these  labors  insurtkiciit  fur  a  comfortable  maintenance,  he 
resolved  to  come  to  America,  and  accordingly  set  sail  in  18O9.  He 
had  a  ticket  for  New  York»  but  the  ship  on  which  he  was  a  passenger 
landed  him  in  Canada,  whence  he  traveled  by  rail  to  the  capital  of  the 
Eminre  State.  After  a  day's  stay  in  the  great  city  he  went  to  Hinsdale^ 
Berkshire  county,  where  he  knew  he  should  find  his  only  friends  on  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  few  in  number.  l)nt  faithful  and  attached.  He 
immediately  secured  employment  in  the  factory,  where  he  raiiained 
four  years,  and  in  1873  ca^^^  Dalton.  Here  he  lived  for  some  years 
on  the  factory  grounds,  and  was  employed  for  more  than  twenty  years 
as  fireman  in  Glennoris  mill.  During  this  tim^  by  dint  of  economy,  he 
was  enabled  to  build  the  house  which  has  been  the  home  of  his  family 
for  the  last  fifteen  years,  and  is  pleasantly  situated  on  High  street.  Mr. 
(Juinn  has  now  practically  retirctl  from  acti\c  wnrk,  and  in  1903  he 
and  his  wife  visited  Irelrnul,  where  they  had  a  very  pleasant  time  among 
the  old  scenes  and  the  old  friends.  He  and  his  family  are  members  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  church. 

Mr.  Quinn  married  Sarah  McDevitt,  whom  he  had  known  in  Ire- 
land, where  they  were  enjja^^ed.  and  who  came  at  his  request  to  join 
him  in  \mcrica  a«  soc  ti  as  his  circnin>t;uices  permitted  him  to  marr)'. 
ri\e  childien  were  born  to  them,  all  livinj;^  and  at  home  with  their  par- 
ents: Charles,  born  1870,  in  Hinsdale ;  Mary  ,  bom  1872,  in  the  same 
place:  Hugh,  Jr.,  bom  1877;  Ellen,  bom  1879;  Frank,  bom  i88a 
The  three  last  named  were  born  in  Dalton. 

HFNKY  Xl'lLL  WILSON. 
The  distinction  which  was  attaine<l  by   Richardson  through  his 
acltievemerts  is  an  architect  in  the  l^ast,  was  paralleled  by  Uie  late  James 
K.  Wilson  in  the  Middle  West,  where  many  enduring  monuments  stand 
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as  memorials  of  a  genius  that  fortunately  is  the  hcretlitament  of  a  son, 
H.  Neil!  Wilson,  a  citizen  oi  Pittsticld,  to  wlioni  Ikrkshire  county 
owes  many  of  its  pronounced  architectural  triumphs. 

The  first  of  this  family  to  come  to  America  was  William  B.  Wilson, 
a  native  of  Donegal,  Ireland,  who  represented  the  British  Government 
in  certain  diarge  of  Irish  immigrants  in  New  York  and  later  in  Balti- 
more, and  who  eventually  located  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he  became 
a  leading  (!ry-grx>ds  merchant.    Of  his  children, 

James  Keys  Wilson  manifested  early  interest  in  music,  sculpture 
and  painting,  ultimately  devoting  his  attention  largely  to  architectural 
studies,  graduating  from  the  Beaux  Artes,  Paris,  and  obtaining  early 
recognition  at  Cincinnati  as  a  leading  member  of  his  profession.  Many 
notahly  l)eautiful  structure"^  were  hnih  by  him.  lie  died  October  17. 
1894,  in  Denver,  Colorado,  whitlier  he  had  gone  in  search  of  health. 
He  served  three  years  as  captain  of  a  cavaliy  con^any  in  the  civil  war. 

In  the  maternal  line  Henry  Nctll  Wilson  is  descended  from  James 
Keys,  a  native  of  the  north  of  Ireland,  whence  he  came  in  1750.  to  the 
American  colonies,  with  his  son.  Jaines  Keys,  Jr.,  and  the  latter*s  wife, 
and  settled  in  Chester  ci  tuny,  j  V-iuisylvania.  I  ho  son  of  James  Keys. 
Jr..  Richard  Keys,  horn  in  175<\  entered  the  ])atriot  army  in  June,  1776, 
as  tliird  lieutenant  of  the  Flying  Company,  of  Lancaster  county,  a  part 
of  the  First  Penn.«ylvania  Battalion.  For  his  services  in  the  war  of  the 
revolution.  Lieutenant  Keys  was  granted  six  thousand  acres  of  land  in 
Virginia.  John  B.  Keys,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  great-great-great-grand- 
son of  jamt's  Keys.  Jr..  has  in  bi-^  i)o>;';e>i'iion  the  go\crnnicntal  tlccd  f<:r 
Ihc-e  tii'Nt  landed  p"sscssion<  <<\  i1h-  Keys  in  America.  Lieutenant 
Richard  Keys  married  Mary  Bagiey,  whose  father  was  a  justice  of  the 
common  pleas  court  at  the  commencement  of  the  rex'olutionary  war,  and 
among  the  duties  de^-olving  upon  him  was  the  taking  of  the  oaths  of 


816 


BERKSHIRE  COUNTY 


allegiance  of  many  men  to  the  union  of  "  free  and  independent  states." 
He  was  known  far  and  wide  as  "  Squire  Bagley,"  and  although  advanced 

in  years,  and  of  notably  dignified  l)carinl^^  ser\cd  as  wagon  master  in 
the  closing  years  of  tlie  struggle  tor  indepeniknce. 

Henry  Neill  W  ilson,  son  of  James  Keys  Wilson,  was  bom  in  Glen- 
dale  (near  Cincinnati),  Hamilton  county,  Ohio,  May  i,  1855.  He  was 
educated  in  Cincinnati,  where  in  1873  he  entered  his  father's  emj^y, 
and  under  this  eminently  capable  tutorage  inxp-ired  for  the  profession 
wlmli  was  ilr-tincd  lo  he  his  life  work.  His  association  for  sc\en  )car> 
with  this  firm  of  architects,  Walter  tk  Wilson,  which  was  doing  a  large 
share  of  the  most  important  architectural  work  in  Cincinnati  and  vicinity, 
gave  him  a  sufficient  equipment  of  experience  to  encourage  him  to  enter 
into  that  business  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  a  city  that  was  at  that 
time  (1879)  liaving-  a  "boom"  period. 

In  1885  lie  locate*!  m  IV-rkshiic  county.  Massachusetts,  where  lie  has 
gained  a  rc|nitation  hased  upon  that  most  substantial  of  i« juti<lations — 
superexceltent  and  su|)erabundant  work.  Among  the  notable  buildings 
designed  by  and  erected  under  the  super\'ision  of  Mr.  Wilson  are:  Pil- 
grim Memorial  Church,  Intermediate  School,  Home  for  Aged  W(»nen. 
Wendell  Hotel,  and  residence  of  William  A.  Whittlesey,  Pittsfield,  Mas- 
sachusetts; House  of  Mercy  Hospital,  residence  of  Mrs.  H.  B.  Daniels, 
State  Normal  School,  Hoosac  Savings  Bank.  Intermediate  School.  In- 
termediate School  No.  2,  Grammar  School,  Universalist  Church,  and 
residence  of  Hon.  A.  C.  Houghton,  North  Adams,  Massachusetts;  the 
residences  of  Anson  Phelps  Stokes.  Leonard  F.  Beckwith,  David  Wolfe 
]*ishop.  Oiarle's  .\stMr  Bristed  and  Henry  Hollister  Pease,  at  Lenox. 
Massachusetts:  the  Lil>rary  and  Town  Hall.  Congregational  Church. 
Irving  House,  High  School,  at  Dalton.  Massachusetts;  the  Red  Lion 
Inn,  Stockbridge,  Massachusetts;  the  Ten  Eyck  Hotel,  .\lbany,  New 
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York;  "  Brightwood,"  the  house  of  Helen  Welch  Atkins,  Bristo!,  Con- 

iitxticiu  ;  KnckwtMKl  J'<»uor\,  and  resilience  nf  William  C.  Proctor,  Cin- 
cinnati. Ui)io;  anil  (Jiendale  Lyceum.  (  Ikiulalc.  Ohio;  the  Skiles  (Jt  Lind- 
sey  Building,  and  the  residences  of  William  JM.  Tenney  and  Major  Will- 
iam D.  Hale,  Minneapolis,  Minnesota;  the  residences  of  Hon.  John  K. 
Gamett,  Charles  A.  Shearson,  and  Colonel  Bieme  Gordon,  Savannah, 
Georgia;  the  Okeetee  Club  House,  Ridgeland,  South  Carolina;  residence 
of  George  J.  (muld.  l  url'  iij^h  i.ake.  New  \'ork.  In  addition  to  these 
there  were  dwellings  in  Uayton,  Ohio;  Portland,  Oret;on :  New  Orle:ins; 
Stockbridge,  etc  Mr.  Wilson  has  been  a  Fellow  of  the  American  in- 
stitute of  Architects  since  February  i6,  18B7.  He  lias  one  of  the  most 
valuable  libraries  of  architectural  publications  in  the  United  States,  num- 
berin}^  priceless  treasures  that  were  collected  by  his  father.  Mr.  W  ilson 
is  the  invaiiur  and  piituitee  ol  a  cellular-steel  tire-proof  tlooring,  and 
general  manager  of  a  ccnnpany  incorporated  to  manufacture  the  same, 
the  plant,  now  in  full  operation,  being  located  in  Covington,  Kentucky. 
The  flooring  in  question  stood  the  most  heroic  tests  in  New  York  city, 
iinrler  official  inspection,  and  is  Ijeinpf  wi<lely  accepted  by  builders  as  an 
essenti.ii  in  ll.e  tire-pro* -hnij  of  lar^je  ^tnu-tr.res. 

Mr.  \\  iN<  11  i^arried,  April  5,  11X83,  Olivia  L-'vell.  dauj;hter  the 
late  Oliver  S.  Luvell.  of  Chicinnati.  Ohio,  and  Washington,  D.  C.  who 
was  a  lineal  descendant  («f  F.dward  Down.^,  of  Canton,  Massachus^etts, 
one  of  *'  the  Minute  Men  *'  in  the  patriot  army  during  the  revolutionary 
war,  whose  sron,  Jesse  Downs,  left  the  farm  a  lad  of  seventeen  to  join 
his  father  in  the  ranks,  ("brissa.  dnr^htci  of  Jc<se  iKiwns,  married 
C)li\cr  Loveli.  of  I'.oston.  ind  ihcy  (the  grandiKircnts  i  f  Mr-.  Henry 
2veill  Wilson)  located  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  1814.  On  the  Lovell  side 
were  staunch  adherents  of  King  (leorge,  the  Cape  Cod  Lo veils  being 
pronounced  Royalists.   Oliver  S.  Lovell,  father  of  Mrs.  H.  Neill  Wilson, 
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was  a  prominent  member  of  the  bar  of  Hamilton  county,  Ohio,  following 
his  profession  in  Cincinnati  prior  to  the  civil  war,  and  for  the  subse- 

qucnl  perioil.  up  to  will, in  t\\<'  yc;u>,  <it'  the  time  of  his  <kreasc,  ijrinci- 
pally  before  liie  court  oi  claims,  W  ashington,  D.  C,  where  he  die<l  at 
the  Ebbitt  House,  February  3,  188 1.  His  presence  in  the  capital  at  this 
time  was  due  to  his  recent  appointment  to  the  {H^idency  of  the  Inland 
and  Seaboard  Coasting  Company.  The  wife  of  CHtver  S.  Lovell,  de- 
ceased, was  a  daughter  of  James  and  Rachel  (Barton)  Russell,  of  the 
religions  tlenomin-ition  of  l-"rien(l<^.  (  f  Pennsylvania,  one  of  tlie  tenet>  <<i 
whose  faith  i?  the  disc  nntcnancir.g  of  the  keepini^  of  j^enealugical  rec- 
ords, lience  a  dearth  of  information  of  this  character  in  this  line. 


CLARENCE  ROBBINS  SABIN. 

In  liic  financial  circles  of  Berkshire  count)  the  name  of  (  lareiice 
Kohl'ins  Sabin,  of  Great  Barriiigton,  carries  weiglit  and  influence.  Mr. 
Sabin  comes  of  old  revolutionary  stock,  the  first  of  his  paternal  ancestors 
of  whom  we  have  any  record  having  borne  arms  in  the  struggle  for  in- 
dependence. This  was  Isaac  Sabin  (or  Sabins),  who  lived  at  Norwich, 
Cwmecticut,  and  on  May  8.  1775,  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  Conti- 
nental army,  aii'l  w  as  honorably  dis'.iiai  j^ed  December  15.  1775.  (  .Sec 
"Connccticiu  Men  in  the  Kevointion,"  p.  54.)  He  married  Sophia 
Runnels,  and  Ave  diildren  were  bom  to  them,  the  eldest  being  a  son, 
Ziba,  mentioned  hereinafter.  The  death  of  Mr.  Sabin  occurred  in  178a. 

Ziba  Satnn,  eldest  child  of  Isaac  and  Si^ia  (Runnels)  Sabin, 
was  bom  in  August,  1749,  and  while  still  a  young  man  moved  from  Nor- 
wich,  Connecticut,  to  Plymouth,  Xcw  York,  where  the  remainder  of 
his  life  was  passed.  Tie.  like  bis  father,  served  in  the  Continental  amiy, 
enlisting  as  a  private  July  8,  1777,  ami  receiving  his  discharge  July  26^ 
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1777.   His  name  appears  on  the  muster  and  pay  roll  of  Captain  Oliver 

Belding's  company.  Major  Caleb  Hyde's  rc£jimetit.  (  See  "  Re\'olutioTi- 
arv  War  Series,"  vol.  xvii.  p.  51.)  He  niarrieil  J.ydia  Welch,  and  they 
had  a  family  of  nine  children,  ntiioiig  thcni  a  son.  Orij^en.  who  was  horn 
December  20.  1771.  Mr.  Sabin,  the  father  of  this  family,  died  in  1825, 
at  Pl}'mouth,  New  Yoric.  Origen  Sabin  died  January  18,  1857,  leaving 
a  son  Henr>',  who  was  born  June  21,  1809,  and  was  the  father  of  John 
Freeman,  mentioned  hereinafter.    Henr)-  Sahin  died  October  21,  1890. 

John  I'rcenian  Sahin.  <ion  of  Henry  Sahin.  was  l¥)rn  Auj^aist  23. 
i8*12,  and  receive*!  a  cmnion  and  hij;h  scIkh.]  education.  He  was  for 
some  time  employed  as  a  bookkeeper  by  the  Owen  Paper  Company  of 
Housatonic.  and  from  1875  to  1880  was  engaged  in  the  hardware  busi- 
ness at  Great  Barrington.  He  stood  high  in  the  esteem  of  his  towns- 
men, and  while  a  resident  of  Great  Barringftnn  was  elected  to  the  oflke 
of  assessor.  Politically  he  was  a  l\t])nl>licaii.  He  attended  ilie  C'on- 
gregati< mal  church.  He  married  Eli/.  '.'icth  Asenath,  l>orn  Dccenil)er  16, 
1842,  daughter  of  John  Newton  and  Elizabeth  (Seymour)  Robbins, 
and  they  were  the  parents  of  a  son,  Clarence  Robbins,  mentioned  herein- 
after. The  death  of  Mr.  Sabin,  which  occurred  October  19,  1881,  when 
he  was  but  thirt>'-ntne  years  of  ngfe.  was  felt  to  be  a  toss  alike  to  his 
famMy.  hi^  frientls  and  the  roniiuuiiity  in  which  he  livcfl. 

(  hirence  KoMiins  Sahin,  S"ii  of  fohn  I  Veenian  and  IClizabeth 
Asenaih  (Robbins)  Sabin,  was  Ixim  October  28,  1867,  in  Great  Bar- 
rington.  and  was  educated  in  the  common  and  high  schools  of  his  native 
place.  From  188 1  to  1883  he  was  employed  as  clerk  in  a  grocery  store, 
and  from  1884  to  1891  w-as  in  the  service  of  a  firm  dealine:  in  i^eneral 
merchandi'^e.  serviti'..:  for  two  year*;  of  that  time  a>  Ix  « ikkecjicr.  Tanuarv 
3,  1891,  he  entered  the  (ireat  I'arrim^ton  Sa\  inj^s  liank  as  l>>okkcciier  and 
assistant  to  the  treasurer.   The  ability  and  faithfulness  with  which  he 
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discharLH'd  lii?  duties  was  not  long  in  finding  recognition.  For  seven 
years  he  has  been  derk  of  Uie  corporation,  and  for  several  years  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  trustees,  and  May  6,  1904,  was  elected  treasurer.  He 
IS  a  stockholder  in  the  Mahaine  Cemetery  Association.  Mr.  Sabin  is  a 
public-spirited  citizen,  taking  an  active  interest  in  all  enterprises  liaving 
for  tiieir  object  the  wt'li'arc  of  the  coiiiiminity.  He  is  one  of  the  cor- 
porators ot  the  Great  Barrington  Free  Librarj'.  His  townsmen  have 
testified  to  their  confidence  in  him  by  electing  him  onje  of  the  town 
auditors.  He  is  a  stock  member  of  the  Housatonic  Agricultural  So- 
ciety. In  politics  he  has  always  adhered  to  the  Republican  party.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Congregational  chtirch,  in  which  he  has  held  the  office 
of  trcisurer  since  189J.  Mr.  Sabin  niarried.  Xpril  12,  1904.  at  Great 
Barrington.  Mary  Ballantine.  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Van 
Deusen)  Hillyer. 

WILLIAM  B.  PARMELE. 

For  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  the  gcntlenuin  wliose  nanic 
forms  the  caption  for  this  article  has  l)een  i(lentifie<l  with  that  great 
and  growing  business,  the  S.  B.  Dibble  Lumber  Company,  of  North 
Adams.  Entering  the  employ  of  the  founder  of  the  industry  named  as 
a  boy,  Mr.  Parmele  has  abundantly  demonstrated  his  business  capacity 
by  becoming  its  treasurer  and  general  manager,  and  has  obtained  gen- 
eral recognition  as  a  leader  among  the  progressive  business  men  of 
northern  Massachusetts. 

He  was  bom  September  12,  1859^  at  East  Bloomfield,  New  Yoik, 
son  of  the  late  G.  N.  and  Merry  (Speaker)  Parmele.   Upon  the  com- 
pletion of  his  schooling  he  came  to  North  Adams  to  engage  in  the  hnffey  Google 
ness  with  which  he  has  ever  since  been  identified.   He  married,  in  Mav. 
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S.  B.  DIBBLE. 

Among  the  great  business  interests  of  western  Massachusetts,  and 
pre-eminently  the  leader  in  its  line,  the  S.  B.  Dibble  Lumber  Company, 
of  North  Adams,  owes  its  existence  and  in  large  measure  its  substantial 
initial  growth  to  its  founder,  S.  B.  Dibble,  who  came  in  187 1  from  .west- 
em  New  Yoric  to  accept  a  position  with  E.  J.  Cary,  lumber  dealer  of 
North  Adams.  Tliree  years  later  he  purcliased  a  half  interest  in  this 
business,  and  in  one  year  m«  're  had  heoomc  its  sole  proprietor,  establish- 
ing his  plant  near  the  old  Fitchburg  depot.  In  1885  the  original  plant 
was  abandoned,  and  the  present  large  factory  occupied  by  the  concern 
was  erected,  this  being  efinipinxl  with  the  necessary  machinery  which  em- 
bodies all  modern  impnn  emeiits.  In  iS4)<;the  S.  H.  Dihhie  Lumber  Com- 
pany, which  had  l>een  projected  during  Mr.  Dibbles  life,  was  incor- 
porated, and  shortly  afterward,  during  the  same  year  of  incorporation. 
Mr.  Dibble  died  May  28th.  In  1901  the  company  absorbed  the  Bartlett 
Lumber  property,  and  now  conducts  the  most  extensive  business  in  that 
Une  in  northwestern  Massachusetts.  The  plant  occupies  about  six  lots. 
The  buildings  consi.>t  nf  a  mill  which  is  twei  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long", 
equally  proportioned  in  width,  and  one  story  in  height :  two  drying  sheds, 
fifty  by  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  feet,  which  are  heated  by  steam  and 
used  for  the  purpose  of  storing  kiln-dried  lumber;  a  two  and  a  half  story 
building,  forty  by  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  feet,  used  for  office  pur- 
poses; open  sheds,  fiftv  bv  one  hundre<l  feet:  kilns  and  various  other 
buildings.  Fifty  hands  are  constantl\  employed  in  the  works,  which  fur- 
nishes lumber  of  all  kinds  and  conducts  a  general  mill  work,  including 
the  making  of  packing  boxes.  Particular  attention  is  paid  to  the  mate- 
rials for  inside  finish  work. 

The  founder  of  this  important  industry  was  a  native  of  Bergen, 
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Xew  York,  born  April  lo,  1838.  He  married,  September  27.  1S04.  I  ran- 
oes  M.,  daughter  o£  Rufus  Wells,  of  Palmyra,  New  York.  Airs.  Dibble, 
who  now  resides  in  N<»rth  Adams,  has  two  children,  Edith  Adele.  a  grad- 
uate of  Rye  Seminaty,  who  married  Harry  A.  Gallup,  of  North  Adams, 
and  has  three  children — ^Harry  W.,  Kathrj-n  F.  and  Hancy  .\.;  and 
Rufus  Wells  Dibble,  a  y;rafluate  Harvard  (  ollei^e,  assDeialed  in  bu'-i- 
ness  in  Boston  with  Ixe.  llistxinsoti  Co..  bankers  and  brokers,  and  a 
resident  of  Everett,  where  he  married  Miss  Florence  Evans. 


ALFRED  S.  FASSETT. 

Perhaps  tlie  oldest  merchant  mm  enj^ajsjed  in  business  in  Berkshire 
county  is  Alfred  S.  Fassett,  of  flreat  Barrington.  Mr.  Fassett  belongs 
to  an  old  Vermont  family  which  for  a  century  and  a  half  has  been  identi- 
fied with  the  history  of  Bennington.  His  grandfather,  when  a  boy  of 
fourteen,  carried  provisions  from  that  place  to  the  soldiers  on  the  battle- 
field, and  before  the  revolution  there  had  been  a  Captain  John  Fassett 
in  the  \'erniont  militia.  That  the  family  ha<;  had  a  musical  rqnUation  as 
well  as  a  martial  one  is  attested  by  the  fact  that,  for  over  a  hundred 
years,  the  choir  of  the  Bennington  church  lias  been  led  by  a  Fassett. 

Benjamin  Schenck  Fassett  was  a  farmer  and  haraessmaker,  just 
in  his  dealings,  and  in  all  respects  a  good  citizen  and  an  upright  man. 
He  married  Mary  Campl^ell.  a  truly  religious  woman,  whose  life  was 
an  example  of  all  the  flomestic  virtues.  They  were  the  parents  of  three 
children,  one  of  them,  a  s^m.  .Alfred  S..  mentioned  hereinafter.  Mr. 
Fassett  died  in  January,  1865,  leaving  behind  him  the  record  of  an  in* 
dustrious  and  useful  life. 

Alfred  S.  Fassett,  son  of  Benjamin  Schenck  and  Mary  (Campbell) 
Fassett,  was  bom  in  1849,  in  Bennington,  Vermont,  and  received  his 
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education  at  the  North  Bennington  .\cademy  antl  at  Brjant  &  Stratton's 
Business  College  of  Rochester,  New  York.  In  Cambridge  he  was  after- 
ward employed  as  clerk  in  a  dry  goods  store,  and  later  went  to  Kansas 
City,  Missouri,  as  buyer  for  a  mercantile  house.  Thirty  years  ago  he 
went  into  Inisiness  for  himself  at  Great  Bnrriiipflon.  and  ever  since  has 
been  at  the  head  of  a  nourishing  estahlislunent.  The  circle  of  his  con- 
nections has  gradually  widened,  the  scope  of  his  transactions  enlarged, 
and  to-day  no  business  house  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of 
Berkshire  county  has  a  more  assured  standing  than  that  of  Alfred  S. 
Fassett,  built  as  it  is  on  the  enduring  foimdation  of  commercial  sagacity 
and  strict  integrity .  Mr.  Fassett  is  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Great  Bar- 
ringt'in  Hank,  am!  fur  twenty  years  has  served  on  the  1x>ard  of  invest- 
ment. He  has  always  taken  an  active  ;>art  in  public  affairs,  and  his 
tow^nsmen  have  given  proofs  that  the  confidence  with  which  they  r^rd 
him  as  a  citizen  is  equal  to  that  which  they  accord  to  him  as  a  business 
man.  They  have  elected  him  to  the  legislature  and  also  to  the  state 
senate,  in  each  of  which  he  has  ser\'ed  two  years.  He  was  a  member 
for  the  same  length  of  time  of  the  Republican  state  committee.  He  is 
the  (\r<[  \  ii  c-presidcnt  of  the  Business  Men's  League,  and  belongs  to  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  churdi. 

Mr.  Fassett  married,  February  15,  187 1,  Sarah  Culver,  of  Cam- 
bridge, New  York,  and  of  the  five  children  bom  to  them  diree  are  now 
living :  David  Henr^  ;  Mary,  who  is  the  wife  of  William  M.  Hepburn ; 
and  Florence,  who  marrie<l  l-"r:ink  Stre\e]I. 

CHARLi:S  HERBERT  KEENE.  M.  D. 

Dr.  Charles  H.  Keene.  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fiession  in  Pift^field.  Massachusetts,  was  bom  at  Pahnyra,  Maine.  Feb- 
ruary 8,  1875.    He  is  a  son  of  Herbert  Xorris  Keene,  for  thirty  years 
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a  leading  leather  merchant  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  and  now  connected 
with  the  United  States  leather  ComiKiny. 

Charles  H.  Keene  received  his  initial  schtJoling-  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton. .Mas>.K!iii>etts.  rnul  tlii"^  \v:<s  snp])lemente<l  l>y  an  aca<K-inic  and  c<.>l- 
Icgiatc  CDnrsc  at  Harxanl.  from  which  institution  he  was  graduatcil  with 
the  class  of  1898  with  the  degree  A.  B.,  and  from  its  medical  department 
in  1902.  His  practical  professional  experience  had  its  inception  as  house 
surgeon  at  St.  John's  Hospital,  Lowell,  Massachusetts,  to  whidi  position 
he  was  appointed  as  a  result  of  his  success  in  the  aistomary  competitive 
cx;(iiiinati<  n.     In  lie  located  in  riitsfieltl.  Massaclni^ctts.  and  at 

once  estahlished  <  trRX"^  in  tlie  Wright  iHiikinig.  He  is  a  member  ot  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  ScKiety,  and  one  of  the  staff  of  surgeons  of 
the  Massachusetts  militia  by  appointment  of  Governor  Crane.  During 
the  Spanish-American  war.  Dr.  Keene  served  as  a  member  of  the  First 
Massacliusetts  Artillery.  Dr.  Keene  is  a  member  of  Bethesda  L<xls:e.  of 
Briifhton,  I-'rec  and  Accepted  Ma.s»)ns;  St.  Paul's  Royal  .\rch  C  hapter, 
and  De  Molay  Cammandery,  of  Boston.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Sons  of 
the  American  Revolution,  his  eligibility  being  shown  in  the  following 
genealogical  resume,  which  connects  in  direct  line  with  soldiers  of  the 
Patriot  arrtiy:  Charles  H.  Keene,  M.  D.,  son  of  Herbert  Norris  and 
Marv  Morcnco  (  Pi;>tt )  Keene:  i,'rands.i)n  ni  C  harles  Russell  and  Oluc 
Anne  (Slurte\ant)  Tnitt ;  gre  it-srandsoji  of  Nathan  and  Hannah 
(Shaw)  Sturtevant:  great-great-grandson  of  Nathaniel  and  Betsy 
(House)  SIliw,  private  in  the  Massachusetts  militia,  pensioned;  great- 
great-great-grandson  of  Caleb  House,  private  in  the  Massachusetts  mi- 
litia; c;rcat-?rand.<(on  of  Gamaliel  and  Hannah  (Curtis)  Stflif$ttsaaitl»y  Google 
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of  Snow  and  Sarah  (Bradford)  Kecne,  Jr.;  preat-great-g^reat-grandson 
of  Siiou  Kcfi'e.  Sr.,  private  in  the  Massnclnisetts  militia.  Sarah  (IJrad- 
lordj  Keeiif,  alxsvc  ineatiuncd,  uas  a  daughter  of  W  ait  Bradford,  who 
w-as  a  son  of  Ephraim,  son  of  Major  William  Bradford,  whose  father, 
William  Bradford,  was  first  governor  of  Plymouth  colony. 


REV.  CHARLES  E.  BURKE. 

The  present  pastor  of  St.  l->ancis'  K<jimn  Lathohc  church,  North 
Adams,  is  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and  his  birth  took  place  in  the 
city  of  W(m:ester,  November  4,  1845.  His  parents,  Patrick  and  Ann 
Builce,  who  were  both  natives  of  Ireland,  immigrated  to  the  United 
States  during-  the  first  half  of  the  last  century,  and  settled  in  Worces- 
ter, which  at  that  time  was  in  the  early  stages  of  its  development  into 
the  industrial  nit|>ortance  it  has  since  attained. 

Charles  £.  Buiice  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  WtM-cester 
puUic  schools,  graduating  from  the  high  school  in  1866,  and  his  studies 
were  continued  at  Holy  Cross  College,  that  city,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  with  the  class  of  1869.  His  theological  studies  were  pursued 
at  St.  Joseph's  Seminary.  Troy.  New  York,  and  at  the  coiu  hi>iun  of  the 
regidar  corn-«e  lie  was  ordained  to  the  priesthfMxl  in  Troy  by  the  Kt. 
Rev.  Bishop  McNeirny,  May  25,  1S72.  He  was  almost  immediately 
assigned  to  duty  as  assistant  to  Vicar-General  Healy,  at  Chicope^ 
Massachusetts,  from  whence  he  went  in  the  same  capacity  to  St 
Michael's  Cathedral.  Springfield,  this  .state.  .August  15,  1872,  and  was 
suliseqnently  apjx mitcil  to  the  rertMrate.     In  he  was  appointed 

rector  of  St.  I>ancis'  church,  North  .\danis,  to  ^iKcced  the  late  Rev. 
Father  Lynch,  and  for  the  past  twenty-two  years  he  has  labored  dili> 
gently  and  faithfully  in  behalf  of  the  moral  and  religious  welfare  of 
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the  parish,  which,  under  his  fostering  care,  has  expanded  into  large  pro* 
portions. 

Altlmugfi  IK  it  the  oldest  relij,Mous  urganizatiou  in  Xnrth  Adams, 
St.  I'rancis'  parisli  is  imdoiihtedly  (me  of  the  lar,!xesl.  and,  as  its  present 

flourishing  condition  is  largely  due  to  the  ability  and  progressive  ten- 
dencies of  Father  Burke,  a  brief  summary  of  its  history  may  be  rightly 
considered  as  coming  within  the  province  of  this  work.   As  early  as 

1825  several  Irish  families  are  known  to  have  settled  in  North  Adams, 
but  the  first  Cathohc  resident  \vhr>se  name  and  date  of  arrival  have 
been  accurately  preserved  was  one  Michael  Ryan,  a  native  of  Kildare, 
Ireland,  who  located  here  in  1832,  and  resided  here  for  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  which  terminated  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  September  10, 
1880.  Mass  was  iirst  celebrated  here  in  Mr.  Ryan's  house,  the  ofliciat- 
ing  clergyman  being  the  Rev.  Father  Callahan,  and  in  1848  a  mission 
was  established  here  by  the  Rev.  F.dward  Cavannugh,  of  Pittsflcld.  who 
arranged  to  liaxe  mass  celebrated  once  in  three  months  in  the  houses  of 
some  of  the  Catholic  residents.  To  a  people  so  earnestly  devoted  to 
their  religion,  from  the  exercise  of  which,  under  the  guidance  of  an 
authorized  instructor,  they  had  been  by  force  of  circumstances  so  long 
prevented  from  enjoying,  these  j  criodical  visitations  of  the  vigilant 
Pittsfield  pastor  were  undoubtedly  looked  forward  to  with  inexpressible 
reverence  and  delight  by  those  steadfast  devotees  to  their  ancestral  faith, 
and  it  would  be  difficult  to  imagine  the  spirit  of  piety  and  devotion  dis- 
played at  these  gatherings.  Father  Cavanaugb  was  succeeded  in  the 
Pittsfield  pastorate  by  the  Rev.  Paitrick  Cuddihy,  who  also  took  charge 
of  the  North  Adams  mission,  and  it  was  during  his  superx'ision  that  it 
became  absolutely  necessary  to  organize  a  broader  and  more  efticient 
s)stem  of  religious  work  in  this  locality.  With  this  end  in  view  the 
Galligan  hcnnestead,  together  with  a  lot  on  River  street,  was  purchased, 
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and  a  parish  organization  perfecte<I.    About  the  year  1856  the  diurch 

edifice  of  the  MetlnMlist  Sixic-ty  <»n  (.  enter  street  was  securetl  for  a 
place  of  worship.  Jn  i860  tlie  Rev.  Iithvard  Purcell  succeeded  to  the 
Pittiield  pastorate,  having  as  his  assistant  the  Re\'.  Charles  Lynch,  who 
in  November,  i86s,  was  appointed  pastor  of  St.  Francis'  parish  at  North 
Adams,  with  missions  at  South  Adams,  Williamstown  and  the  east  end 
of  Hoosac  Tunnel.  In  1865  Father  Lynch  purchased  of  J.  H.  Adams 
the  residence  pnjperty  en  I'-.i-jle  street  (afterward  used  as  the  jiarish 
house),  and  still  later  ^ecureU  the  atljoining  land  on  l^a^le  and  L'nion 
Streets,  the  whole  now  being  occupied  by  St.  Francis'  churcli  and  St 
Joseph's  convent.  The  cornerstone  of  St.  Francis'  church  was  laid  in 
the  summer  of  1867,  and  the  edifice  was  completed  and  dedicated  with 
appri  [u  iate  ceremonies  in  July.  1869.  Through  the  interest  and  liberal- 
ity of  the  local  tiianufacturers.  notahly  Mr.  ji'hn  Harvey  Arnold,  a 
chime  of  bells  was  purchased  and  placed  in  the  t()wer  a  few  years  later. 
After  the  separation  of  North  Adams  from  Adams  in  1878,  it  was  found 
necessary  to  divide  the  parish.  Shortly  afterward  the  pastor  had  the 
pleasure  of  announcing  to  his  congr^tion  that  the  parish  had  oblit- 
erated all  of  its  financial  oWipations,  and  encouraged  by  the  fact  that 
their  cluuxh  ])ni]HM-ty  wns  entirely  free  from  encnnihranccs  the  jjarish- 
ioners  gave  liher.illy  toward  tlu*  nee<lerl  imitn  i\ cnients.  namely,  a  paro- 
chial school  and  a  convent.  The  site  of  the  old  parish  house,  which  was 
removed  to  Union  street,  is  now  occupied  by  St.  Joseph's  Hall,  a  hand- 
some bride  structure  of  modem  architecture,  and,  although  Father 
Lynch  survived  its  completion,  he  was  not  permitted  to  direct  its  future 
career  of  usefulness,  as  he  was  summoned  to  his  reward.  Father 
Lynch  died  May  30,  1883,  in  the  fifty  third  year  of  his  age,  his  deatli 
resulting  from  a  paralytic  stroke  which  had  overcome  him  two  days 
previous,  while  preparing  to  officiate  at  a  requiem  mass  for  the  repose 
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of  the  soul  of  one  of  his  parishioners,  lie  was  succeeded  by  the  present 
pastor.  Rev.  Charles  E.  Burice,  the  principal  subject  of  this  sketdi. 

Immediately  taking  up  the  work  of  improvement  at  the  point 
where  his  predecessor  had  left  it,  Father  Burke  eonttnued  it  along  the 

same  lines,  interspersing  his  routine  lalx)rs  with  the  consideration  and 
preparation  of  new  projects,  one  ui  which  was  the  purchase  in  1889  ot 
the  Boland  estate,  and  in  1904  he  added  thereto  sixteen  and  three-quar- 
ters acres  of  land  known  as  the  Brown  farm,  for  cemeteiy  use.  The 
property  now  occupied  as  a  parish  house  was  purchased  in  1894,  and  was 
formerly  the  residence  of  Harvey  Arnold,  founder  of  the  Arnold  Print 
Works. 

St.  Francis'  church  is  a  modern  brick  ethfice  with  brown  .^tcne 
trimmings,  and  has  a  seating  capacity  of  eleven  hundred.  Its  total 
membership  now  ccmsists  of  about  four  thousand  five  hundred  souls. 
Connected  with  it  is  a  well  equipped  parochial  schod  having  an  aver- 
age attendance  of  seven  hundred,  who  are  instructed  by  the  Sisters  of 
St.  J'^seph's  Convent.  Father  Burke  has  as  his  assistants.  Rev.  James 
J.  Donnelly,  Rev.  Thomas  A.  Kennedy,  and  Rev.  Jeremiah  Sullivan. 


BABBITT  FAMILY. 

The  Babbitt  family,  of  which  Mrs.  Marie  Antoinette  Taylor,  daug^ 

ter  of  the  late  Dr.  Snell  Babbitt,  of  Adams,  is  a  representative,  was 
founded  in  Xcw  liiij^Iand  by  Edward  liohit.  an  immigrant  from  W  ales, 
who  arrived  in  Taunton,  Massachusett.s,  about  the  year  1643.  He  subse- 
quently settled  in  Berkeley,  and  was  one  of  the  original  purchasers  of  that 
part  of  Taunton  which  was  afterward  incorporated  as  the  town  of  Nor- 
ton. At  the  breaking-ont  of  King  Philip's  war  he  removed  his  family  to 
'i'ai.nton  for  protection,  and  on  a  visit  to  his  deserted  home  in  1676 
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(tradition  says  fur  the  purpose  of  procuring  a  cheese  hoop),  he  took 

refuge  in  a  tree  in  order  to  escape  the  viijilance  of  some  prowIing^ 
sa\:igcs,  hut  the  harking  of  his  dug  revealed  his  hiding  place  and  he 
was  killed.  On  September  7,  1654,  he  married  Sarah  Tame,  daughter 
of  Mi\es  Tame,  of  Boston,  and  was  survived  by  nine  diildren,  the 
yourgest  of  whom  was  Deliverance,  bom  December  15,  1673. 

Edward  (2),  eldest  child  of  Edward  and  Sarah  (Tarne)  Bobit, 
was  bom  July  15.  1655.  His  first  wife,  whom  he  married  Fcbniary 
1,  M>!.^  was  Abigail  Tisdalc,  daiiyhttr  <■!  John  and  Sanih  (  \\  alkcr) 
TisUale,  ot  Taunton,  the  fomier  of  whom  was  killed  by  the  Indians  at 
Taunton  in  1676,  the  same  year  in  which  Edward  Bobit  (i)  met  his 
death  in  a  like  manner.  On  December  22,  1668,  Edward  Bobit  (2) 
married  for  his  second  wife  Elizabeth  Thayer,  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
and  Abigail  (Harvey)  Thayer,  also  of  Taunton.  His  death  occurred 
in  1727,  and  his  will,  which  was  made  February  5,  of  that  year,  men- 
tions Iiis  wife  Elizabeth,  six  sons  and  five  daughters. 

Nathanid  (3),  son  of  Edward  and  Abigail  (Tisdale)  Bobit,  was 
bora  in  1693.  He  settled  in  Norton,  where  he  died  February  25,  1759; 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Mary  Snell  (or  Snellem),  who  was 
born  in  1703.  an<l  died  December  16,  1783.  Airording  to  the  Norton 
records  they  hatl  eight  ciiildren.  and  the  >anic  record  states  that  Siirah 
Snalem  died  in  Norton.  November  13.  1746,  wliich  possibly  may  refer 
to  Maty  Snell  or  Snellem's  mother. 

Nathan  (4),  fourth  son  of  Nathan  and  Mary  Bobit,  was  bora  Oc- 
tober 8,  1730.  He  was  in  his  forty-fifth  year  at  the  beginning  of  the 
war  for  national  independence,  and  he  served  a^  a  lieutenant  in  the 
Continental  army  during  that  struggle.  He  died  August  31,  1794.  His 
marriage  with  Abigail  Cobb  was  published  l  ehruarj'  i,  1752.  Abigail 
was  bora  in  Norton,  March  5,  173 1,  daughter  (if  Benjamin  and  Mary 
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(Mason)  Cobb,  of  that  town,  and  she  died  there  May  lo,  1782.  Nathan 

Bobit  married  (sccoiulj  Mrs.  Judith  Xcwcunib.  the  mother  of  Anna 
Newcomb,  who  wil!  1  c  ngaiii  meiitiuncd.  His  chii(hen,  all  ot  his  ftrst 
union,  were:  Nathan,  Levi,  Snellem,  Abigail,  iidward,  Sarah,  and 
Mary.  Nathan,  bom  March  6,  1755,  studied  medicine  and  was  a  sur- 
geon in  the  Revolutionary  war.  In  1789  he  settled  in  Westmoreland, 
New  Hampshire,  and  practiced  his  profession  there  for  the  remainder 
of  his  hie,  which  terminated  in  April,  1826.  On  June  24.  177^,  he 
married  Anna  Newcoml),  daughter  ot  Ju(hth,  previously  iuenti< >ncil.  rmd 
reared  three  sons  and  three  daughters.  One  of  his  sons,  Nathaniel  Uod- 
frqr  Babbitt,  went  to  Bd(Mt,  Wisconsin,  in  1858,  and  died  at  the  home 
of  his  son,  Ointon,  March  11,  1867.  Levi  Babbitt,  bom  August  31, 
1757,  died  May  8,  1795,  was  a  lifelong  resident  of  Norton.  He  mar- 
ried Betty  Babbitt,  dauj^hter  of  Seth  HaWntt,  of  Easton,  .Massaclni>etis, 
and  she  died  April  9,  1800.  They  were  the  parents  ot  six  children. 
Abigail,  daughter  of  Nathan  (4)  and  Abigail  (Cobb)  Babbitt,  was  bora 
March  31,  1764.  She  married  Annis  Newcomb,  son  of  Judith  New- 
comb,  mentioned  above,  and  had  two  daughters, — ^Abigail,  married  Ed- 
ward Babbitt;  and  Mary,  second  wife  of  Alvin  Dunham.  Sarah,  daugh- 
ter of  Nathan  (4)  and  Abig^ail  (Cobb)  Babbitt,  married  Benjamin 
Wild,  son  of  Dr.  John  and  Anna  (  I  bulges)  W  ild,  of  Norton;  and 
Sarah's  sister  Marv-  married  a  Mr.  Lincoln. 

Snellem  (5),  third  child  of  Nathan  and  Abigail  (Cobb)  Babbitt, 
and  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Marie  Antoinette  (Babbitt)  Taylor,  was 
bom  December  11,  1760.  He  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  participatingf  in  the  liattle  of  Bunker  Hill  and  in  the  siege  of  Bos- 
ton. In  1787,  some  five  years  after  his  marriage,  he  removed  to  Savoy, 
Berkshire  county,  Mass  lehusetts.  where  he  attained  prominence  in  civic 
affairs,  holding  at  different  times  all  of  the  town  offices,  and  repre- 
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senting  that  town  in  the  general  court.   Snellem  Babbitt  lived  to  the 

advanced  age  of  ninety-three  years,  and  died  in  April,  i«^54.  On  De- 
cember 12,  1782,  he  was  maricd  at  Stuughtt'iiham  (imw  Sliaron),  Mass- 
achusettSy  by  the  Rev.  Philip  Curtis,  to  Betty  lilanchard.  ( 't  tliis  union 
there  were  seven  children :  Snell,  see  forward ;  Ebenezer,  Abigail,  Bet- 
sey, Edward,  Polly  and  Seth.  Ebenezer,  bom  November  11,  1784,  died 
in  his  youth.  Abigail,  who  married  Cromwell  Goff,  became  the  mother 
of  seven  children,  among  whom  are  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Walton,  of  North 
Adams,  and  Mrs.  Mary  Ingraham,  01  Adams.  P.etscy  married  Alvin 
Dunham,  and  had  two  children.  Mrs.  Mary  Baker  and  Franklin.  Ed- 
ward married  Abigail  Newcomb,  and  was  the  father  of  five  children, — 
William,  Andrew,  Charles,  Nathan,  and  Sarah,  who  became  Mrs.  Reed. 

Snell  Babbitt  (6),  eldest  child  of  Snellem  and  Betty  (Blanchard) 
Balbiti,  was  horn  September  9,  He  entered  the  medical  profes- 

sion and  establishing  himself  in  practice  at  Adams,  was  widely  knuwn 
as  the  most  skilful  physician  of  that  locality  in  his  day.  He  also  figured 
prominently  in  civic  affairs  and  served  as  representative  to  the  state 
legislature.  Aside  from  his  superior  professional  attainments  his  pop- 
ularity was  in  no  small  measure  increased  by  his  many  commendable 
qualities,  and  his  death,  which  <iccurred  March  9.  1853,  was  the  cause  of 
general  and  sincere  regret.  In  1809  Dr.  Babbitt  married  Miss  Jael 
Edson,  daughter  of  Abiezer  and  Rhoda  (Peterson)  Edson.  Through 
Abiezer  and  Jael  (Bennett)  Edson,  Josiah  and  Sarah  (Packard)  Edson 
and  Jos^h  and  Experience  (Holbrook)  Edson,  she  was  a  descendant  in 
the  sixth  generation  of  Samuel  Edson  (1612-72),  who  settled  in 
Bridgewater,  Massaclnisetts,  at  an  early  date  in  the  c<tln!iial  period. 
Jael  Edson  was  also  descended  ci>llatcrally  fmm  Jt)hn  and  Priscilla 
(MuUins)  Alden,  John  Howland  and  John  Tilley,  the  Mayflower  Pil- 
grims. Mrs.  Jael  (Edson)  Babbitt  died  in  1866.   She  was  the  mother 
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of  ten  children:   Nathan,  died  in  1889,  leaving  no  children;  Erasmusy 

who  resides  in  Hl<«iniin^t( 'ii.  Illinois,  and  has  tliree  sons:  Condon 
(deceased),  -who  left  two  daujihters,  Alice  and  Sylinda;  John  yumcy 
(also  deceased),  none  of  whose  children  are  now  living;  Horace,  a  resi- 
dent of  Philmont,  New  York,  having  one  son,  Horace  Babbitt,  Jr.; 
Henry  and  Byron,  neither  of  whom  lived  to  maturity ;  Bidwell,  who  died 
leaving^  no  issue;  Marie  Antoinette,  who  is  still  residing  in  Adams; 
and  Adeline  L.,  wlm  married  Albert  ( i.  Browne.  Mrs  1  Browne  died  in 
1888^  and  is  survived  by  two  sons,  Charles  and  Isaac  Browne. 

Marie  Antoinette  (7)  Babbitt,  ninth  child  and  youngest  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  Snell  and  Jael  (Edson)  Babbitt,  married  Amory  E.  Taylor. 
She  has  three  children,  namely:  Edward,  Amory  and  Leila  Taylor 
Plunkett. 


SAMUEL  MARKHAM  GUNN. 

Distijipiished  as  the  oldest  resident  of  Berkshire  county,  this  nono 
genarian.  who  is  residing  in  Laneslxiro.  is  favorably  known  through- 
out that  section  and  well  remembered  by  the  older  citizens  o£  Pittsheld, 
where  he  served  as  a  civil  officer  for  many  years. 

Gideon  Gunn,  Samuel  M.  Gunn*s  grandfather,  married  Sarah  Dem- 
ming.  who  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  white  child  horn  in  Pittsficld 
for  WindeH's  Town,  as  it  was  orij^inally  called),  and  they  were  the 
first  settlers  in  East  Pittsfield.  where  they  resided  for  the  remainder  of 
thdr  lives.  Berkshire  county  was  then  but  sparsely  settled,  and  great 
precaution  was  necessary  in  order  to  protect  the  new  s^tlements  from 
the  attacks  of  the  hostile  savages.  Gideon  Gunn  was  perfectly  familiar 
with  the  ccnintry  lyiii^  l)etwecn  the  Connecticut  and  Hudscni  rivers,  and 
during  tiie  Revolutionary  war  he  ser\'ed  as  a  scout    The  cliildren  of 
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Gideon  and  Sarah  (IDemmiiig)  Guiin  were:   Reuben,  Betsey,  Lavinia 

and  Lal\in. 

Calvin  Gunn,  father  of  Samuel  M.  Gunn,  was  a  lifelong  resident  of 
Pittsfidd,  and  the  active  period  o£  his  life  was  devoted  to  general  farm- 
ing. His  death  occurred  in  1812.  He  married  Betsey  Maiicham,  who 
was  a  native  of  New  Hartford,  Connecticut.   She  survived  her  husband 

many  years,  tlyni^  in  iS^o.  I  heir  children  were;  Betsey,  Gideon, 
Samuel  M.,  Calvin  auU  iimiiy.  Of  these  the  only  one  now  living  is 
Samuel  M.,  the  principal  subject  of  this  sketch.  Betsey,  who  was  bom 
in  I798»  married  William  McAllister. 

Samuel  M.  Gunn  was  born  in  East  Pittsficld,  June  7,  1808.  De- 
prived of  his  lather's  supiiort  at  the  age  of  four  years,  he  was,  in  com- 
mon with  the  other  children,  left  wholly  to  the  care  of  his  mother,  who, 
fortunately,  was  equal  to  the  occasion  and  she  reared  her  family  in  a 
most  creditable  manner.  His  boyhood  and  youth  were  spent  upon  the 
iioniotcad  farm,  where  he  learned  tn  make  lnni>elt"  uselul.  ami  wiili  the 
otlier  children  of  the  ncigiil»orhnotl  lie  attended  the  district  sciiool  dur- 
ing the  winter  season.  Upon  reaching  manhood  he  engaged  in  agricult- 
ural pursuits,  and  was  thus  occupied  for  the  greater  portion  of  his  active 
period.  He  was  long  identified  with  local  civic  affairs,  serving  as  town 
constable  for  several  years,  was  |)<iliceinan  for  a  period  of  twenty-five 
years,  and  for  two  terms  held  the  oH-cc  oi  deputy-sheriff.  He  is  now 
residing  in  Lanesboro,  having  attained  the  unusually  advanced  age  of 
ninety-seven  years  and  six  months,  and,  while  not  perhaps  the  only  nono— 
genarian,  he  is  in  all  proliability  the  oldest  resident  of  Berkshire  county, 
and  is  remarkably  well  ])re>er\ed,  retaining  all  his  faculties. 

January  17,  1838,  Mr.  Gunn  was  joined  in  marriage  with  Aliss 
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field :  Lester  B.,  Louisa,  Elizabeth  and  S.  Herbert ;  the  last  two  named 
are  deceased. 

I^ter  B.  Gunn  was  bom  Fd>ruary  5,  1839.  From  early  manhood 
to  the  present  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  general  farming,  and  has 
given  his  special  attention  to  the  raising  of  poultry.    He  was  married 

March  21.  1864.  to  Miss  Thankful  A.  Sprague.  «laug:hter  of  Dyer  and 
Mary  (Palmer)  Spragiic.  nf  IMttsficld.  They  have  one  son,  Charles 
L.  Gunn,  who  married  Lottie  C.  Goodel,  and  has  five  children  living. 

Louisa  Gunn  married  Sterling  Milliman,  of  West  Winsted,  and 
th^  have  one  son,  Elmer,  who  is  living  in  Portland,  Maine. 

Herbert  married  Fannie  Reed,  of  New  York  city,  and  they  had 
one  child.  Marj^erite,  who  resides  in  Oakland.  California. 

Elizabeth  Gunn  married  Alhert  Nathan  Chapin,  of  Pittsficld,  and 
they  have  six  daughters:  Lucy  M.,  married  James  Shepardson,  and 
they  have  one  son,  Herbert;  Mabel  Estelle;  Bessie,  married  Robert 
Pruyne,  and  thqr  have  one  son;  Bertha,  Blanche,  and  Marguerite. 


KD\V.\RD  JOHN  SPALL. 

Amung  tlic  y  itt\tjcr  nien-hants  of  lierkshire  county  whose  careers 
are  of  recognized  sulistanttal  value  in  the  business  development  of  the 
count}'  seat,  the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  these  memoirs  may 
be  ap]>ropriateIy  numbere<1.'  He  is  aho  of  that  especially  interesting 
S;r<  uj)  of  men  which  this  and  most  communities  are  fortimate  in  pos- 
<e*;sini.;'  uli<»  may  Ik.'  dcscrihed  as  self-marle.  Coniing^  to  Pittsficld.  an 
entire  stranger  to  the  locality,  less  than  twenty  years  agfo,  he  was  within 
a  few  years  installed  in  a  managerial  capacity  in  an  old  establisbed  jew- 
elry' businc.s.s  which  he  was  successful  in  establishing  upon  a  still  firmer 
basis,  and  during  the  five  years  in  which  he  has  conducted  a  similar 
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business  iifH.n  his  t  \\r\  account  he  has  cnntinucd  to  evidence  an  especial 
criiwiity  tiicrctiir  In  i"< •iiti:uH d  and  cun-^tantly  iiicreasiii^^  success. 

He  was  Ix  in  Dircinl-cr  iSi  (».  in  liauiev.  rcnusylvania,  son  of 
the  late  Lewis  J.  ami  EH7al)eth  (Stells)  Spall,  natives  of  Wayne  county, 
Pennsylvania,  of  German  descent.  Young  Spall  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Haw  ley,  and  there  found  his  first  employment 
seri'tniif  a  three  years"  apprenticeship  in  leannns:  tlu-  jewelry  trade.  In 
1SS4  lie  ol't.'jincil  a  |)«'viti<  n  with  R.  X.  Ji 'hnqucst  C  Min]>;uiy,  jewelers 
of  Ansonia.  Connecticut,  In  l-'thiuary,  1887,  Mr.  Spall,  in  resixusc  \n 
an  advertisement,  came  to  PittsBeld  to  accept  a  position  with  the  late 
George  W.  Edwards,  then  a  leading  jeweler  of  that  place.  Upon  the 
decease  of  Mr.  Edwards,  in  i8qo,  Mr.  Spall  was  entrusted  with  the  con- 
duct of  the  business  and  continued  \o  he  thus  eni^a^'ed  for  a  peri«vl  of 
eleven  ye;>r>.  when  Ik  <>]Kne(l  his  (>wn  jewelry  est.ihlisliiuenl  in  the 
WoUison  block  on  North  ■street.  Mr.  S|ki11  is  a  Imsiness  man  of  the 
active,  aggressive  t>'pe  and  keenly  interested  in  all  local  trade  interests. 
During  the  years  of  the  Spanish-American  war,  when  especial  efforts 
were  being  made  through  the  United  States  to  introduce  the  giving  of 
trading  stamf.s  by  merchants  as  a  presumably  f;m<l  method  of  jjaining 
riud  rctainini^  patrnnage,  Mr.  was  one  nf  those  who  s])eedily  ar- 

raycfl  liiimelf  in  vigorous  0|>position  to  the  \ery  clever  scheme 
of  paying  a  bonus  to  strangers  for  transacting  .business  with  his  own 
customers  at  the  customers'  expense.  A  Pittsfield  Merchants*  Associa- 
tion was  formed,  of  which  Mr.  Spall  was  secretary,  and  largely  through 
the  personal  cflFnrts  of  that  gentleman  the  trading:  stamp  was  suppressed. 
Tn  190:;  Mr.  Sf>all  was  elected  a  director  of  the  association  rei)resenlin'^ 
the  jewelry  trade.  Hi.s  political  atTiliation  is  with  the  Reinihlican  iwrty. 
As  a  resident  of  ward  se\'en  he  was  the  caucus  nominee  in  1897  for 
coundlmanic  service,  but  declined  to  accept.   Similar  overtures  the  fol- 
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lowing  year  he  yielded  to,  being"  elected  to  council  for  the  1898-99  term, 
serving  efVicicntIv  on  the  hix  (Icpartniciit.  fuel  and  street  lights,  and  or- 
dinances and  printing  cuniniitteecs.  As  a  resident  o£  ward  li\c  he  was 
candidate  in  1900  for  council,  and  was  defeated,  as  were  all  Republican 
candidates  in  that  memorable  year  in  local  politics.  Mr.  Spall  was  for 
some  years  in  active  fellowship  with  tlie  local  lodges  of  Elks  and  Red 
Men,  serv  ing  two  terms  as  exalted  ruler  of  the  former  and  two  terms  as 
<arht'ni  of  die  laltL-r  order.  He  was  m.uried  in  New  lla\en.  Connett- 
iciit.  ()cto|)cr  22,  to  Mis-  Ko-c  Hazehon.  a  gra<kiate  of  Henry  W . 

Bishop's  'J>aining  School  for  Nurses,  and  well  known  in  Pittsfield, 
where  she  was  for  four  years  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  capable 
and  cultured  of  the  members  of  her  profession.  Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Spall 
have  one  child.  Marion  EmiK.  bom  October  22,  1902.  reside  at  No.  24 
Oxford  stree',  antl  are  nicniljers  of  the  1  irst  Congregational  cluirch. 


I':.\SlC.-\  .MARSHALL  SMITH. 

Ensign  Marshall  Smith,  of  Dalton,  Bcricshire  county,  Massachu- 
setts, a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  who  at  great  personal  sacrifice  gave 

his  tiuie,  hi>  ahiiitics  and  his  \<>  the  service  of  ]iis  country  in  her 
hour  of  peril  and  need,  is  a  native  of  tlie  town  in  which  he  now  resides, 
bom  .Augu.<it  19,  1842.  a  son  of  David  Chaffee  and  Pamelia  (Comstock) 
Smith. 

Amos  Smith,  great-grandfather  of  Ensign  M.  Smith,  was  a  native 
of  England,  emigrating  to  this  coimtry  about  the  year  T76a   On  May 

18.  T770.  he  married  Mi<s  Annie  ChatTce.  ;\nd  they  were  tlie  first  set- 
tlers in  that  jjart  of  the  town  of  Dalton  now  known  as  North  street, 
which  has  in  more  recent  years  been  extensively  occupied  by  the  Smidi 
families. 
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Abner  Smith,  grandfather  of  Ensign  M.  Smith,  was  bom  in  Berk- 
shire connly,  Massachusetts.  February  26.  1781.  On  .\us:\ist  25,  181 1, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mary  Diskill,  bom  ()ct(>Lx;r  17,  1785,  and 
the  issue  of  this  unicm  was  seven  children,  namely:  i.  Julia  F.,  bom 
February  13,  1812,  was  married  three  times,  her  last  husband  having 
1>een  Mr.  Hicox.  2.  Electa,  bom  December  26,  1S13,  died  Sq>tember 
12.  1870;  she  was  the  wife  of  Marble  Foote,  of  Pittsfield,  Massachu- 
stits.        David  Chaffee,  Ixirn  January  14,  1817.  nienti«med  hereinafter. 

4.  Abner  .Marshall,  born  1S20,  was  a  physician  in  this  county;  he  mar- 
ried Betsey  Evans,  of  Bainbridge,  New  York,  and  after  her  death  mar- 
ried her  sister,  Robie  Evans,  who  survives  him,  he  having  died  in  1889^ 

5.  Eliza,  bora  May  31,  1822,  married  (first)  James  Lambdin,  and  after- 
wards Mr.  Campbell ;  they  made  their  home  m  Toledo,  Ohio.  6.  Amos, 
born  July  2.  1823,  a  sketch  of  wliotn  ap|K'ars  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
7.  James  D.,  I>  ni  December  13,  1825,  died  in  April,  1895;  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  lumber  business  in  Palton,  Massachusetts,  and  was  also  a 
poetical  writer  of  some  renown.  In  1847  he  married  Rachel  Gleason, 
who  survives  him. 

David  Chaffee  Smith,  father  of  Ensign  M.  Smifh,  was  bora  Janu- 
ary 14.  18 1 7.  DnriiiLT  the  early  years  of  his  life  he  eni,^!:,'ed  in  farm- 
ing, and  later  lx;came  the  owner  of  some  sixteen  luindred  acres  of  land 
devoted  to  farm  culture,  upon  which  was  some  valuable  timber.  He  also 
purchased  a  tract  of  valuable  timber  land  in  Forest  Port,  New  York, 
containing  about  twelve  hundred  acres.  As  early  as  1849  he  built  a  grist 
and  saw  mill,  and  it  was  at  this  mill  that  the  lumber  used  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  dwellini^s  erected  in  tlie  early  period  of  the  history  of 
the  town  of  Dalton  was  turned  out.  He  was  <>ne  of  those  honest,  hard- 
working and  industrious  men  who  laid  the  foundation  for  a  growth  of 
able-bodied  and  prosperous  men.   He  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  his 
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fellow  townsmen,  served  the  town  in  the  capadty  of  selectman  for  almost 
twenty  years,  was  instrumental  in  constnictinp  tfie  Methodist  church, 

in  wliicli  lie  \vM>;  a  i-1;ins  leader,  and  t(K»k  an  active  and  jirnniinent  part 
in  I'll  affairs  (A  his  time.   Durinir  the  Civil  war  he  was  a  recruiting  otTicer. 

On  March  25,  1841,  Mr.  Smith  married  Parodia  Comstodc, 
daughter  of  Oliver  Comstodc,  of  Stockbridge,  a  member  of  one  of  the 
highest  esteemed  families  of  that  town.  Their  children  are:  i.  Ensign 
M..  bom  August  19.  1842.  mentioned  hereinafter.  2.  David  C  Jr., 
tw>rn  Dcccnil'Or  i.  iJ^45.  wIk'  married  Kate  Fish,  of  Northaini)t(tn.  and 
they  make  their  home  in  Pittsfield.  Mas'^achusctts.  3.  Robert  A..  Ixirn 
February  18,  1850,  who  married  Lucia  M.  Owen,  daughter  of  Walter 
Owen,  of  Lee,  Massachusetts,  May  15,  1873,  and  they  have  one  diild, 
Blanche  E.,  who  resides  with  her  parents  in  Dalton.  4.  Pamelia  E., 
bom  May  it,  1852,  who  became  the  wife  of  Clarence  Cody,  and  they 
make  their  home  in  Pittsfield. 

Ensij^i  Marshall  Smith  was  Ix'ni  in  Dahon,  Massachusetts,  August 
19,  1842.  After  attending  the  local  .schools  he  completed  a  course  at 
the  Pittsfield  high  school.  When  not  at  school  he  devoted  his  time  to 
assisting  with  the  work  on  his  father's  farm  and  working  in  the  mill. 
At  the  njxe  of  nineteen  years  he  enlisted  in  Company  K,  Thirt^'-fourth 
MaR«?arhnsetts  Re.u^inient.  and  served  three  years  in  the  war.  diirinf: 
which  time  he  was  thrice  wounded  anrl  once  taken  prisoner.  He  par- 
ticipated in  many  a  severe  conflict,  and  was  with  General  Sheridan  while 
in  the  Shenandoah  Valley  and  also  before  Richmond,  Virginia.  He  has 
three  distinct  bullet  wounds,  one  that  passed  through  tiie  left  lung,  one 
on  the  left  foot  and  one  on  the  left  leg.  He  spent  five  years  as  overseer 
ioT  his  father  at  the  mill  in  Forest  Pfirt.  New  York,  and  after  the  ex- 
piration of  this  perio<l  of  time  formed  a  j)artner«hip  with  Russell  Allen, 
of  Pittsfield.  and  they  engaged  in  the  granite  business  in  St.  Louis. 
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Mi.ssuuri.  ilc  made  his  home  iti  ( ii;mile\  ille,  .Mi^->'Hiri,  where  he  was  a 
much  honured  and  hij^hly  esteeinai  citizen.  Mr.  Smith  is  vice-president 
of  the  Granite  Cyanide  Company,  which  position  he  has  held  for  twenty 
years,  together  with  that  of  superintendent.  During  the  past  few  years 
he  has  retired  from  active  duties,  owing  to  the  impaired  condition  of  his 
health,  lie  i.s  the  owner  of  a  larg^e  farm,  whereon  he  raises  cattle  and 
AiijLfor.L  gi'ats  f.  ir  the  market.  He  is  a  Meth<Khst  in  rehgiuus  Ijchel,  and 
a  Kepnl.'lican  in  puhtics. 

On  September  25,  1864,  while  at  home  on  a  furlough,  Mr.  Smith 
married  Lucy  A.  Branch,  daughter  of  Grove  X.  Branch,  and  a  grand- 
daughter of  Branch,  who  located  in  Berkshire  county,  Massa- 
chusetts, in  1770.  and  i>articipated  as  a  private  in  the  battle  of  Benning- 
t«  n.  riicir  chihheii  .ire:  I.  W  alter  Kupert  h««ni  Ai)ril  (>.  iHU*,  who  is 
cngagcfl  in  the  electric  hjjht  hn->iness  in  .\cw  York  city;  he  married 
Fannie  Gulden.  2.  Ku.sseU  Allen,  born  Octoljer  11,  1882,  who  is  em- 
ployed by  the  Bell  Telephone  Company,  of  New  York. 


HENRY  PLUNKETT  KITTREDGE. 

The  Kittredi^c  family,  •>{  which  the  well-known  Dalton  resident, 
Henry  i'lunkett  KittrcilKc.  i>  a  representative,  is  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent of  the  old  established  Berkshire  county  families,  and  its  founders 
in  this  section  of  the  state  came  from  eastern  Massachusetts  consider- 
ably more  than  a  century  ago.  Shortly  before  or  during  the  revolu- 
tionary war,  Wilh'am  Kittredgrc,  a  physician,  settled  in  Pittsfield  and 
was  prohi  hly  one  ol  the  first  rcj^nilarly  trained  medical  practitioners  in 
tliat  Reality.  Hi'-  l>rothcr.  Mni.  Henry  P.  Kiliretlge's  grandfather, 
who  was  bom  in  Tewksbury,  Massachusetts,  in  1773,  also  studied  medi- 
cine, and  after  the  completion  of  his  professicMial  preparation  located 
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for  practice  in  the  neighboring  town  of  Hinsdale.  He  subsequently  re- 
n.oved  to  Dalton,  where  he  married,  but  returned  to  Hinsdale  in  i8o2 
and  practiced  there  until  1827,  when  failing  health  compelled  him  to 
retire  from  professional  life.   He  was  succeeded  in  his  medical  practice 

li\  his  ><iii.  Dr.  Reiijanjin  F.  Kittreclcfc.  The  last  tweniy  years  of  his 
lil'e  were  devotefl  to  agrit  uhure,  anil  he  was  one  of  the  most  extensive 
farmers  in  Hinsdale.  In  the  year  1800  he  was  commissioned  a  sur- 
geon's mate  in  the  Third  Regiment,  Second  Brigade,  Ninth  Division, 
Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  represent 
Hinsdale  in  the  general  court.  Dr.  Abel  Kittrcdge  died  in  1847,  at  the 
age  of  seventy- four  years.  In  1795  he  married  Eunice  Chainhcrlain,  a 
memljer  of  one  of  the  most  noted  early  settle<l  families  in  Dahon.  Of 
this  union  there  were  nine  children,  namely:  Mirinda,  bom  in  1798; 
William  C,  bom  in  1800;  Benjamin  F.,  bom  in  1802;  Judith,  bora  in 
1805;  Mary,  bora  in  1809;  Eunice,  bom  in  181 1;  Sqphronia,  bom  in 
1816;  Charles  Jnmes.  Ixirn  in  181 8.  and  Ahel.  born  in  1822.  Mirinda, 
William  C.  and  Benjamin  I^'.  were  Ixirn  in  Dalton  and  the  births  of  all 
the  others  took  i)lacc  in  Hinsdale.  Mirinda,  who  became  the  wife  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Lombard,  and  had  t^vo  children,  died  in  1880,  aged  eighty- 
two 'yoirs.  William  C.  Kittredge,  who  was  graduated  from  Williams 
College  and  entered  the  legal  profession,  located  in  Vermont,  where  he 
became  a  judge,  and  also  served  :i<  lieutenant-governor.  lie  died  in 
1870.  lienjamin  F.  Kittredge.  M.  D.,  \\li<>  was  a  graduate  of  Williams 
College  and  of  the  Pittsfield  Medical  School,  succeeded  to  his  father'^ 
practice  at  Hinsdale  in  1827,  and  resided  there  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  186 1.  He  was  the  father  of  eight  daughters.  Judith  Kitt- 
redge marrietl  Dr.  Wells,  of  Windsor,  Massachusetts,  and  miittvedbtoCoogle 
Attica.  New  York,  where  she  died  in  i88„'.   Mar\  KittrcdL  c.  iKcauie  the 
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Paddock,  of  Hamilton,  New  York,  and  was  the  mother  of  two  jrfiy- 
sicians  of  that  name  who  formerly  practiced  medicine  in  Dalton  and 
Pittsficld.  Soplintnia  Kiltreil^e  l>ecanie  the  wife  of  a  Mr.  Bardin.  also 
of  Hamilt<in.  Charles  James  will  1)c  mentioned  at  greater  length  pres- 
ently. Abel  Kittredge,  who  resided  in  Dalton'  for  the  greater  fart  of 
his  life,  which  terminated  in  1886,  married  Sarah  Hooker. 

Charles  James  Kittredge,  Henry  P.  Kittredge's  father,  was  during 
his  earlier  years  interested  in  farming',  which  he  relinquished  in  order 
to  engage  in  mercantile  pursuits  in  company  with  his  brother-in-law, 
Charles  H.  Plunkett,  previously  mentioned.  They  subsequently  estab- 
lished a  woolen  manufacturing  enterprise  in  Hinsdale;,  which  afterward 
developed  into  much  larger  propofrtions  and  became  known  as  the 
Plunkett  Woolen  Company,  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Plunkett,  Mr.  Kitt- 
retlge  became  a^^scKiatcd  with  his  late  partner's  Iicirs  in  organizing  the 
above-nome<l  cunipany.  and  was  the  president  until  1875.  In  company 
with  his  brother  Abel  and  son  James  he  established  a  woolen  mill  in 
Dalton,  and  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  leaders  of  that  industry  in 
Berkshire  coimty.  He  was  financially  interested  in  other  enterprises, 
being  a  director  of  the  Boston  and  Albany  Railroad  Company,  and  oc- 
cupied nnmcrnus  other  positions  of  trust.  For  some  time  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Hinsdale  l»ard  of  selectmen,  was  also  one  of  the  county  com- 
missioners, and  gave  the  public  service  the  benefit  of  his  superior  execu- 
tive ability  and  sound  judgment.  Charles  James  Kittredge  married 
Miss  Frances  Birchard.  She  became  the  mother  of  seven  children,  of 
whom  four  are  now  living — ^James  B.  Kittredge;  Mrs.  James  A.  Crane, 
of  Westfield.  Massachusetts:  Mrs.  Zenas  Crane,  and  TIcnry  P.  Kitt- 
redge, of  Dalton.  iMassachusetts.   Charles  James  Kittredge  died  March     J'^i^ed  by  Google 
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JOHN  SYNAN. 

The  story  <if  a  cnmtnuimy's  progress  is  not  by  any  means  cmn- 
passed  ill  the  detaiUng  of  the  careers  of  its  successful  capitalists,  mer- 
chants and  manufacturers,  doctors,  lawyers  and  divines.  "  The  man  be- 
hind the  gun  "  plays  a  very  large  part  in  the  winning  of  battles,  and 
the  faithful,  honest  and  intelligent  service  of  the  employe  is  equally  con- 
ducive to  business  success  and  its  attendant  benefits  to  a  community. 

As  a  hoy  i>t  limited  education.  Joliti  Syiian,  I»<)rn  in  I'ittsfield, 
August  II,  walked  into  the  carpet  esiahlishmcnl  of  Prince  & 

Walker.  Pittsheld,  seeking  the  employment  which  he  obtained.  He  still 
continues  in  the  service  of  this  company,  having  been  invested  through- 
out this  long  period  of  employment  with  constantly  augmented  respon- 
sibilities to  which  he  has  proved  equal. 

He  is  a  son  oi  \\  illiain  and  Mary  (  Keatirig)  Syiian,  lioth  natives  of 
county  Limerick,  Ireland.  William  Syna  i  c  nne  in  1857  to  I'ittsfield, 
where  he  was  eifiployed  for  many  years  by  the  Boston  and  Albany  Rail- 
road Company.  He  died  in  1874.  Of  his  children,  two  daughters  be- 
came teachers  in  the  Briggs  school.  A  son,  James  W.  Synan,  also  for  a 
time  in  the  employ  of  Prince  &  Walker,  subsequently  rendered  efficient 
service  as  tax  collector  of  Pittsfield,  and  has  been  actively  identified  with 
Den:<  craiic  party  work,  a  member  oi  ward  and  city  committees,  dele- 
gated to  mmierous  conventions,  and  candidate  for  rejnesentative  to  the 
l^slature  for  the  fourth  Berkshire  district.  He  is  now  sales  agent  for 
the  Triimiph  Voting  Machine  Company,  Pittsfield.  The  Messrs.  Synan 
mentioned  in  this  brief  narrative  were  alike  in  demonstrating  a  superior 
capacity  for  iisefuliio^  ami  in  winning  the  conlidence  of  the  community 
as  men  ot  business  integrity. 
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CAPTAIN  ISRAEL  CASEY  WELLER. 

Captain  Israel  Casey  W'eller.  who  was  a  veteran  of  the  civil  war, 
formerly  connected  with  the  noted  Allen  Guards  that  went  out  from 
Pittsficld.  Massachusetts,  in  1861,  was  bc)m  at  Fowlersville.  Livingston 
county.  New  Vt>rk,  Januan'  21,  1840,  a  son  of  Eliakim  and  Ada  (Pow- 
ell) Wellcr. 

Eliakini  Wellcr  inititer)  was  hnru  in  riitsiifld.  Mass-icliust'tts. 
where  he  spent  his  early  life  and  attended  the  public  schools.  He  sub- 
sequently 1eame<l  the  tanninp^  trade.  Shortly  after  his  first  marriage 
he  took  up  his  residence  in  Fowlersville.  New  York,  where  he  was  both 
farmer  and  tanner,  and  a  few  years  later  went  to  Michipfan.  hc'm^  one 
of  the  fir^^t  'cttlur,-,  nf  the  town  of  Constantitip.  Ri-lnrninii-  cast  he  re- 
located in  Fowlersville.  where  he  liecanie  eni^aijed  in  ihe  h  K)t  and  shoe 
business.  AlKnit  185H  lie  returned  to  Pitts6eld.  Massachusetts,  where 
he  carried  on  the  boot  and  shoe  business  while  engaged  also  in  general 
farming.  He  married  for  his  first  wife.  November  17,  1828,  Adah 
Powell,  daiiijhter  of  Curti*  Powell,  who  was  bom  in  Lancsboro.  but  who 
was  for  n  time  a  resi'letit  >i\  Pitl-^tieM.  Of  this  nnii  11  were  ^even  chil- 
dren. 1.  C  urt's.  wild  (lic<!  in  youth.  2.  John,  tieccascd.  who  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Thirty-first  Massachusetts  Regiment  and  later  a  resident 
of  Pittsfield.  3.  Edgar  M.,  a  well  known  farmer  of  Pittsfield.  4. 
Israel,  who  died  in  childhoorl.  5.  Israel  C.  mentioned  hereinafter.  6. 
Celia.  who  became  the  wife  rf  Gc>rge  W.  Clark,  of  Auburn,  New  York. 
7.  ^^ary.  who  heeaiMC  t!ie  wife  of  Cliarles  T>>nil)anl.  an  employe  of  the 
IV.^tM.;  ,t  Alhany  Railroad  at  Pittsfield.  Mrs.  Adah  (Powell)  Wcller 
died  about  1S55,  ^"^^  ^^r.  Welier  married  for  his  second  wife  Henrietta 
Bigelow,  of  Fowlersville.  by  whom  he  has  two  children,  a  girl,  who  died 
in  infancy,  and  a  son.  Irving,  who  resides  in  Pittsfield,  and  is  in  the 
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employ  of  the  Ne^v  York  &  New  Haven  Railroad.  Eliakim  Wdlcr 
died  April  28,  1872.  His  wife,  Adah  (Powell)  Weller,  died  December 
2,  1856. 

Isnel  C.  Weller  received  his  elementary  education  in  the  public 
schools  at  Fowlersville,  but  at  the  age  of  twelve  years  came  to  Pittsiield 
to  live  with  his  uncle  and  aunt,  John  and  Mary  S.  Weller,  and  his  school- 
ing was  completed  in  the  Pittsfield  high  sdiool.  In  i860  he  joined  the 
Allen  Guarfis,  a  company  of  state  militia,  and  later,  when  the  President 
of  the  I'nited  States  issiicrl  his  hrst  call  for  seventy-five  tlvmsaiKl  vol- 
unteers, he  because  with  others  of  the  company  a  part  of  the  I'ightli 
Massachusetts  Volunteer  Infantry.  The  company  was  hurried  on  to 
the  defense  of  the  national  capital,  going  first  to  Annapolis^  Maryland. 
Arriving  there  they  drew  out  the  old  frigate  "  Gmstitution,"  and  then 
were  set  to  uork  to  relay  the  tracks  of  the  railroad  lictwccn  that  city 
and  Annapolis  Jiniction,  which  had  been  turn  up  by  the  Confetlcratcs, 
since  it  fumishetl  the  quickest  route  between  the  northern  states  and 
Washington.  After  reachuig  the  capital  they  were  ordered  back  to  the 
Relay  House  and  assigned  to  guard  duty  at  the  stone  Inidge  on  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad.  In  July  (previous  to  whidi  time  tYie  Guards 
had  become  incorporated  in  Company  K)  the  men  were  movetl  to  Balti- 
more, where  they  rcnu.ined  in  camp  until  Scptcnihcr,  when  their  term 
of  service  expiretl  antl  they  were  mustered  out,  having  already  served 
four  months  and  a  half,  although  enlisted  but  for  three  months.  Giptain 
Weller  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  second  sergeant  before  he  left 
home,  but  returned  as  acting  orderly. 

Returning:  to  Pittsfield,  Captain  Weller  re-en g^acred  in  tl»e  flour 
business,  with  his  former  partner,  John  Ishani.  under  the  finn  name  of 
Isham  &  Weller,  with  their  st<»rc  in  Rank  Row.  Scarcely  was  this  busi- 
ness resumed  when  Captain  WcUer  again  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  enter 
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the  aimy.  He  re-enlisteil  in  September,  1862,  and  at  once  b^n  raising 
a  ccmiMuiy.  For  a  few  days  he  drilled  his  men  in  Burbank  Hall,  but 
later  went  into  camp  at  Camp  I'rii^'^j:-;,  which  had  just  been  quitted  by  the 

Tliit ty-^c'\ tiitii  M'iss,-;tInisL'tt>  KctjinuMit.    This  was  a  public  pleasure 
park,  and  here  captains  from  other  i)arts  »>f  the  count)'  also  formed  and 
drilled  their  ccxnpanies.    Since  Captain  VVeller  was  the  first  to  take 
possession,  he  became  commanding  oflker  of  the  camp,  and  his  com- 
pany received  first  rank.   Upon  the  oi^nizatton  of  the  regiment,  Gen- 
eral Bartlett  was  ai)])ninteil  culoncl,  Samuel  B.  Sumner,  lieutenant  col- 
onel, rinii  Charles  IMuukelt,  major.    On  'Hianksgiving  Day,  Xovcml^er 
28.  the  regiment  went  into  camp  at  Worcester.    Although  the  snow 
lay  on  the  ground  the  barracks  were  in  good  condition,  and  good  cheer 
and  coiirage  reigned.   There  they  remained,  under  constant  drill,  until 
Friday,  December  4.  when  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  they  started 
by  rail  for  Xew  ^'<  rk  state.    I'or  the  remainder  of  that  niMutli  and  until 
January  23  of  the  following  year  they  were  at  Camp  Banks,  Ixw'g 
Island,  during  which  time  a  part  of  Captain  Weller's  company  did  pro- 
vest  duly.   On  Januar)'  23  the  raiment,  with  its  one  thousand  men, 
together  with  three  hundred  men  of  the  Twenty-first  Maine  Regiment, 
embarked  on  board  the  stcamsliip  "Illinois."  Ijound  for  Nc%v  Orleans. 
Tlie  greater  number  ul  the  men  were  yuung  and  wholly  unaccustomed  to 
the  water,  having  always  lived  inland,  and  the  rough  passage  of  fourteen 
days,  during  four  of  which  the  ship  lay  off  Cape  Hatteras  in  a  heavy 
sea^  told  heavily  upon  them.    Captain  Weller's  men  had  the  post  of 
honor,  and  rcaipied  berths  in  the  bow  of  the  boat,  having  marched 
alx'ard  first.    In  New  Orleans  the  lH>at  ran  <»n  a  Ixir  anil  had  to  l)e  taken 
off  by  the  .steamer  "Xew  Brun.swick."    Going  to  CarroUtou,  the  regi-      J'tized by Google 
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inuscles  after  fifteen  davs  alioartl  ship.  l-Voin  Cnrrolltfui  they  traxolol 
to  Bat<  n  Ivniirc  In  Ixiat.  ami  <m  February  ji  went  into  l)arracks  at 
Camp  Banks.  From  tiiere  thc}-  were  marched  to  Port  Hudson  and 
back,  about  the  time  Farra^t  succeeded  in  opening  the  Mississippi 
river.  Being  ordered  to  Port  Hudson  a  second  time,  they  were  met  at 
Ptains  Store?!  on  >fay  21,  1863,  l>v  a  force  of  rebels,  and  saw  their  first 
fijjhtinq;",  a  few  heiiii:  \\<  up<k''I.  The  prexinus  day  tliey  had  nrircUfl 
sixteen  miles  under  the  hut  Southern  snn.  during  which  the  men  who 
wore  cast-iron  ve^^ts  had  lieen  obligeil  to  fling  them  away.  A  second 
fight  ocairred  at  Plains  Stores,  in  whch  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixty- 
sixth  New  York,  the  Forty-ninth  Massachusetts  and  the  Twenty-first 
Maine  Rejiiitnents  also  took  part,  and  ns  a  result  of  which  se\'eral  more 
men  -a ere  wnnnled.  After  a  day  s  rest  the\-  pu•^hed  1  mi  to  I'urt  Hudst  n. 
and  were  in  the  outskirts  «if  that  town  until  the  J/th  instant,  wlien  Gen- 
eral Banks  opened  the  as.«ault.  The  regiment  of  which  Captain  Weller's 
company  formed  a  part  led,  the  men  walking  five  deep.  The  detachment 
was  cut  to  pieces,  Colonel  Bartlett  was  wounded,  and  a  third  of  the 
men  were  killcfl  or  wouuflcd.  Captain  Weller  received  a  flesh  wound. 
Iwt  remained  on  the  hattleOeld  until  the  flaji^  of  truce  was  raised,  and 
then  as.si.sted  in  carrvin*.:  olf  thc  killed  and  wounded.  On  June  14.  a 
second  assault  was  ma<tc,  the  men  remaining  in  rifle  pits  behind  ram- 
parts constnicted  of  cotton  bales  an*l  co>-ered  with  earth  to  prevent  their 
taking  fire.  Captain  Weller  and  his  men  were  so  near  the  enemy's  breast- 
works thai  they  were  within  hailinpf  distance.  On  July  8.  word  was 
reeeiv  cd  that  (  ient  ral  ( iraut  had  captured  X'ickshurj^.  and  at  once  the  C  nn- 
federate  commander  at  I'ort  Hudsi  a-ked  for  twenty-four  hours*  armis- 
tice and  terms  of  capitulation.  At  the  end  of  that  time  six  thousand 
men  were  surrenderctl  to  the  Union  troops,  who  themselves  were  in 
enfeebled  and  wretched  condition.   The  formalities  required  some  time. 
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The  rebel  arms  were  Niacked  and  then  a)vcrc(l  with  llags.  All  llie  men 
were  paruieu  except  the  Dthcers.  ihe  stacks  of  arms  were  transported 
to  a  steamer  lying  on  the  other  side  of  the  fort,  and  Captain  Welier  with 
his  command  sailed  down  to  Donaldsonville  the  following  Friday.  From 
that  place,  on  July  13,  se\'cral  brigades  marched  into  the  interior.  Captain 
Welier  acting  as  lieutenant-colonel  of  his  regiment,  which  position  he 
tilled  until  the  return  linme.  After  returning'  to  l> maldx mville  tliere 
was  a  >hari)  encounter  with  Dick  Taylor  and  Kirby  Smith,  who,  with 
twelve  thousand  men,  had  started  for  the  relief  of  Port  Hudson.  The 
rebels  outnumbered  the  Union  soldiers  three  to  one,  but  were  forced  to 
retreat.  The  following  days  were  trying  ones  for  the  Massachusetts 
men.  There  was  no  active  fiphting'  to  engaefe  their  attention,  and  the 
heat  was  extreme.  W'licti  on  AtiL^ti-t  S,  word  cune  that  their  period  of 
service  having  expired,  they  could  \k  mustered  out,  it  was  heartily  wel- 
comed. They  went  np  the  Mississippi  by  boat  to  Cairo,  and  there  took 
train,  the  men  riding  in  cattle  cars,  and  the  officers  having  one  passenger 
car  in  the  rear.  The\'  were  cheered  all  along  the  route.  At  Cleveland 
a  nunil>er  of  the  sick  men  were  left,  among-  the  ntimlK'r  IriniLj  Second 
Lieutenant  (jeorge  Reed,  who  su'  sequently  died  there.  Many  kind  at- 
tentions were  shown  them  on  the  htjmeward  journey,  especially  at  Utica 
and  Buffalo.  At  Albany  they  were  given  passenger  cars.  Upon  arriv- 
ing in  Pittsfield  they  were  met  by  all  the  bands  in  the  county  and  1^  a 
throng  of  ten  thousand  people.  At  the  railroad  st.ntion  they  broke  ranks, 
but  .sliortly  collecte^l  again  an<I  marche<l  to  the  park.  Colonel  iJartlctt 
leading  on  a  war  horse  lie  had  taken  at  Port  tiudson.  It  was  an  im- 
posing procession,  Init  withal  a  most  pathetic  one,  for  no  one  could  look 
without  remembering  the  three  hundred  and  fifty  brave  men  who  had 
gone  out  with  them,  but  «lid  not  come  back.  A  right  iW'al  reception 
was  accorded  to  the  returned  men.  and  at  the  park,  to  whicli  they 
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marched,  retVesliiiieiits,  tlie  best  the  land  could  provide,  were  furnished. 
The  cuininiitoe  i«i  arrangements  iucluUed  Messrs.  W.  K.  Plunkett,  D. 
J.  Dodge,  and  J.  D.  Adams,  Jr. 

Captain  Weller  again  went  into  business  in  the  flour  trade,  in  which 
he  continned  until  1S77.  He  was  then  engaged  for  about  a  year  in 
mamifactunngf  bricks,  after  which  he  started  a  wholesale  commission 
husiness,  handling"  grain  and  provisions.  For  about  six  or  eight  ycirs 
alter  his  return  he  was  captain  of  the  Allen  Guards,  and  as  sucli  a 
member  of  the  Second  Massachusetts  Regiment  of  Militia.  He  was 
subsequently  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colond  of  the  r^'ment, 
but  later  resigned.  He  was  a  charter  member  of  Rodcwdl  Post,  Grand 
Army  of  the  Repui  iu ,  and  an  active  worker  tn  that  organization.  He 
was  formerly  a  member  of  the  Ilonsatoiiic  birc  Insurance  Company. 
He  was  a  Mason  and  mcn:l  cr  of  Mystic  Lodge,  and  of  Berkshire  Chap- 
ter, Council  and  Commandery,  also  a  charter  member  of  Kassid  Senate, 
Ancient  Essenic  Order.  Captain  Weller  died  November  3,  190a 

Captain  Weller  married,  January  21,  1864,  Harriet  B.  Clark,  of 
Pittsfield,  dau^ter  of  Henrv  Clark,  who  located  in  Pittsfield  from  Saf- 
tield,  Connccf  cui.    Mrs.  \\  viler,  w  ho  died  in  March.  was  a  jnem- 

bcr  of  the  First  Congregational  Church.  She  was  the  mother  of  three 
children,  of  whom  two  are  now  deceased.  The  surviving  child,  Ger- 
trude, married  Frank  L.  Bourne,  of  Lenox.  Mrs.  Bourne,  a  trained 
nurse,  is  now  a  resident  of  Springfield,  Mass. 

EDGAR  MOSELEY  WELLER. 

The  eldest  of  the  surviving  members  of  the  family  of  the  late  Elia- 
kim  and  Adah  (Powell)  Weller  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  intioduces 
this  narrative. 
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I'.dj^ar  M.  Wellcr  v\a-:  born  in  Fowlcrsville,  Xcw  York,  June  -M. 
i^<3(>.  lie  recei\c<!  such  education  as  was  afforded  by  the  pubhc  schools 
of  his  native  place,  but  was  in  early  youth  called  upon  to  assume  a  share 
in  the  serious  business  of  life — the  earning  of  a  livdihood,  assisting  in 
farming  work  when  he  was  eight  years  old  and  up  to  his  thirteenth  year, 
when  he  was  aiiprciiticed  to  learn  tlie  carpenter  s  trade.  Ijeing^  "l>)und 
out,"'  as  it  V  as  termed  in  that  day,  until  he  had  attained  Ins  majority,  in 
1858,  when  his  father  removed  with  his  family  to  take  up  residence  in 
Pittsfield:  Edgar  M.  Wellcr  came  also,  and  was  miscellaneously  em- 
ployed in  and  about  Pittsfield  up  to  1875,  w^i«n.  as  a  result  of  his  thrift 
and  i:.du-tr\.  he  had  a  >iilTicient  Miin  to  enable  him  to  purchase  the  tract 
nf  land  in  the  east  part  of  rittsHeltl,  where  lie  has  ever  since  been  located, 
having  a  dairy  farm  and  pursuing  general  agriculture. 

Mr.  Weller  married.  Afarcb  25,  1865,  Sarah  Elizabeth,  daughter  .of 
the  late  Roynl  A.  and  Charlotte  (Butler)  Hulbert.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wellcr 
have  had  f^-ur  children,  nf  \vh<ini  a  daui^htcr.  Mal)cl.  die<l  when  lit  teen 
years  of  age.  The  surv  iving  children  arc  (jeorge,  Roy  and  Harry,  all 
of  whom  reside  on  the  Ixmiestead  farm,  George  and  Roy  assisting  in 
its  cultivati'.in,  and  Harry  farming  an  adjoining 'tract  of  land  of  his 
own. 


ALBICRT  TOLMAN. 

Of  those  "  who  have  stamped  their  character  upon  the  pillars  of 
the  age  "  was  he  whose  name  introduces  this  narrative,  for  his  life  work 

was  in  the  cause  of  erlucalion  and  the  service  of  the  churcli. 

He  was  h^^n  in  February.  1824,  in  Dorchester,  Massachusetts,  son 
of  Captain  Stephen  Tolman,  who  won  his  title  in  the  war  of  1812. 
Albert  Tolman  was  graduated  from  Amherst  College,  class  of  1845, 
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atul  was  a  tulnr  at  his  alma  mater  (hiriii<,»-  tlie  year  lullowinj^.  The  next 
two  years  he  spent  at  Amlovcr  'I  heological  Seminary,  fi 'llowine:  which 
he  taught  at  Montague,  Massachusetts.  He  then  located  in  Berkshire 
county,  accepting  a  position  in  the  faailty  of  Maplewood  Institute  Pitts- 
field,  a  connection  which  was  maintained  until  his  establishment  in  1855, 
at  Lanesboro.  of  a  boys'  and  girls'  boarding^  school  which  was  known 
as  Taconic  Institute,  'lliis  he  continued  to  successfully  conduct  for  a 
period  of  thirteen  years.  Among  his  pupils  were  a  number  who  attained 
prominence,  viz.:  Senator  Crane,  of  Massachusetts;  Judge  Day,  of 
Ohio^  who  was  in  President  McKinley's  cabinet ;  Hon.  W.  B.  Plunkett, 
of  Adams,  Massachusetts,  and  others. 

From  18'^).^'  to  1S78  Mr.  Tolman  scrvetl  with  characteristic  ef- 
ficiency as  principal  of  the  liij^h  schcx)!,  Pittsfield,  retiring  from  this  po- 
sitjon  because  of  impaired  health.  His  service  as  deacon  of  the  Gm- 
gregational  church.  Lanesboro.  and  South  Congregational  church,  Pitts- 
field,  covered  a  period  of  over  twcnt\  years,  and  he  was  also  superin- 
tendent of  the  Simday  school  of  both  congregations.  He  died  at  Pitts- 
field,  in  August.  iSgi. 

His  first  wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  1853,  was  Jane  A., 
daughter  of  Justice  Tower,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Lanesboro.  She 
died  in  September.  187 1,  and  in  August,  1872.  Mr.  Tolman  married 
Mrs.  Dr.  Wilson,  of  Pittsfield.  who  Hied  in  March.  1905.  Mr.  Tolman 
had  ti\e  Sons:  Carlt<»n  T.  Tolnian.  a  journalist  and  life  insiirance  mati, 
who  died  in  Pittsfield  in  August,  1894;  Albert  H.  Tolman,  professor 
of  liiiglish  literature.  Chicago  University;  William  Tolman,  whose  per- 
sonal history  follows  this  narrative:  George  Tolman,  a  lawyer  of  Pitts- 
field: and  Edward  Tolman,  with  the  Berkshire  Life  Insurance  Com- 
piny.  Pittsfield. 
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HUN.  WILLIAM  TOLMAN. 

Third  of  the  sons  of  that  Christian  gentlonan  and  educator  of  local 
distincti<Hi,  Albert  Tolman,  deceased,  William  Tolman  has  also  won 
recognition  for  valuable  public  service  and  as  a  business  man  of  ca- 
pacity and  integrity. 

He  was  horn  in  L^meslxjro.  June  2.  i85«H.  His  preliminary  school- 
ing \va<  followed  by  six  years*  clerkship  (1872  to  1878)  in  the  Agri- 
ailtural  National  Bank,  Ptttsfield.  He  was  graduated  from  Williston 
Seminary,  Easthampton.  in  1880.  and  Williams  College,  class  of  1884. 
Immediately  thereafter  he  accepted  a  position  as  special  agent  for  the 
Berkshire  Life  Insurance  Company,  Pittsfield.  in  which  cajxicity  he  was 
emi)!<ryed  until  1904,  when  he  was  ap]M>iiitcd  to  his  present  oftice  <>{  ^en- 
eral  agent  for  the  same  company  at  Bridgeport,  Connecticut.  Air.  Tol- 
man was  a  member  of  the  Massachusetts  housse  of  representatives  in 
1894,  1895,  1896  and  1899:  and  of  the  Massachusetts  state  senate  in 
1900  and  190 1.  He  was  prominent  as  a  speaker  while  in  the  legislature. 

He  married.  December  26.  1900,  Jeannie  M..  daughter  of  Francis 
M.  Pease,  of  Lee,  ?  lassachusctts. 


HENRY  rillLIl-  IIORTOX  (  AMI-IRON. 
Of  the  younger  members  of  the  Berkshire  bar  who  have  won  the 
esteem  of  their  colleagues  and  the  confidence  of  the  community  generally, 
the  gentleman  whose  name  intnxluces  this  narrative  may  be  appropri- 
ately numbered. 

He  was  Ijorn  in  Philmont.  Columbia  county.  New  York.  Julv  13. 
1876,  son  of  koK-rt  \'aii  Leman  and  Sarah  Ainia  (Ilorton)  Cim  i.  11, 
natives  of  Xew  ^'ork,  and  descent lants  respectively  of  Scotch  and  Lag- 
lish  colonial  settlers.   The  founder  of  this  branch  of  the  Cameron  fam- 
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»lv  in  America  was  David  Cameron,  who  came  from  Scotland  and  set- 

tied  in  Columbia  countA*.  New  York,  in  1750.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the 
patriot  amiy,  and  was  killed  on  the  bnttldield  of  Monmouth.  He  was 
grcat-great-grandfatlier  ot  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  John  M.  Cam- 
eron, grandson  of  David  Cameroni  married  Betsey  Halstead,  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Maria  (Snyder)  Halstead*  the  latter  being  a  daughter 
of  Henry  Snyder,  a  Revolutionary  soldier  in  the  patriot  army. 

On  the  maternal  side  there  arc  eight  Revolutionary  ancestors,  as  fol- 
lows: great-grandfather  Cornelius  L".  S.  Miller,  private;  great-gre.it- 
grandfather  Henr>'  Van  Valkenhurgh.  private;  gre:it-great-grand- 
fathers  Michael  Horton,  George  Philip  and  Cornelius  S.  Miller,  cap- 
tains; great-great-great-grandfather  Jacob  Esselstyne  (or  as  then 
spelled,  Yssdsteen),  private;  great-great-great-grandfather,  Comdius 
Ho^boom.  captain;  and  great-great-great-great-grandfather  Johannes 
Hogeboom,  private. 

Michael  Horton  came  from  England  between  1735  and  1740.  He 
was  a  personal  friend  of  General  Van  Rensselaer,  and  by  him  was  pro- 
moted to  captain.  At  the  battle  of  Saratc^,  for  bravery  and  meritorious 
conduct,  he  was  given  the  sword  of  a  British  officer.  George  Philip  was 
a  conimissar>'  of  subsistence  as  well  as  captain.  Captain  Comelins  S. 
Miller  (then  spelled  Muller)  was  grandson  of  Ct»rnelius  Stcphcnsc 
Muldor  (as  the  name  was  in  Holland),  who  came  to  this  country  in 
1650. 

Henry  P.  H.  Cameron  attended  the  schools  of  Philmcmt,  New 
York,  entering  Caverack  College,  class  of  '95.  He  read  law  with  Mil- 
ton B.  Warner,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Pittsfield,  in  special 
term.  September  3,  1901  ;  licensed  to  practice  before  the  Department  of 
the  Interior,  April  11.  1904;  admitted  to  the  United  States  circuit  and 
district  courts,  September  12,  1904.  He  began  practice  in  Pittsfield,  en- 
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tcring  into  copartnership  with  Chester  Averill;  subsequently  in  Dalton. 
where  he  also  assisted  dq>uty-sheriflF  Edgar  H.  Pierce,  in  tax  collecting 
an  1  llic  iuMiraiice  uinli-rw  ritiiii:: :  and  fri  iin  there  retni  ncd  to  Pittsfield, 
locating  in  Rink  Row.  W  hile  a  resident  of  Dahi  n.  Mr.  Cameron  was 
a  member  of  its  Business  Men's  Association  and  the  Grange.  He  was 
also  a  member  of  Bartlett  Camp,  Sons  of  Veterans,  his  father  having 
served  in  the  Civil  war  as  sergeant  in  Company  C,  One  Hundred  and 
Fifty-ninth  Regiment  New  Yoric  Volunteer  Infantry. 


WILLI.XM  .\l  (;l  stls  mokky. 

William  Augustus  More}',  who  died  December,  ii,  1898,  was 
throughout  a  lifetime  of  usefulness  and  honor  covering  over  eighty 
years  identifictl  with  the  town  of  his  birth.  Williamstown,  Massachu- 
setts w  here  Miss  .\.  I£.  Morey,  the  last  surviving  mcnibcr  of  the  family, 

now  res i' ICS. 

Mr.  Morey  was  born  in  Williamstoni-n,  October  19,  181 7,  a  son  of 
Joshua  and  Esther  (Corey)  Morey.  His  grandparents  came  from 
Rhode  Island.  Educated  in  the  Williamstown  schools,  Mr.  Morey  de- 
voted his  active  career'to  f;;rming  and  business  pursuits,  and  is  remem- 
liere<l  as  a  man  <>{  honcir  and  intei^rity  in  all  his  rehitiiuis  with  his  fellow' 
men,  and  by  reason  <if  liis  industry  and  excellent  management  holding  a 
substantial  place  in  his  community.  At  various  times  his  fellow  citizens 
chose  him  to  fill  the  offices  of  selectman,  assessor  and  justice  of  the 
peace. 

His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Cordelia  Torrey,  bom  May  9. 

l8f.^.  was  also  b<  rn  in  W'illinnistown.  and  was  the  youngest  child  of 
David  Torre}  and  llsther  Wrxxicock,  the  latter  a  native  of  Williams- 
town and  of  Connecticut  parents.   David  Torrey  was  the  second  son  of 
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WiUiam  Torrey,  of  English  lineage.  David  Torrey  was  born  May  19, 
1774;  married  Jananr>'  7.  1799,  to  Esther  Woodcodc.  The  remaining 
children  of  \\'illi;iiu  Torrey  were  Ja-^Dii.  Dav  id.  Samuel,  Mary  and  Jo- 
siah.  David  I Or'ey  si>cni  his  Ih'e  on  ihe  old  humestead,  where  he  died 
in  1853.   He  had  ten  children. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  A.  Morey  had  five  children,  but  the  only 
one  living  is  Miss  A.  K.  Morey,  of  Williamstown.  Her  brother  George 
was  r.  student  at  Williams  College,  and  her  brother  Frederick  A.  was 
a  s^jldier  ill  the  One  llir.ulre'.l  and  rwenty-filth  Kejijinient,  New  ^  <^rk 
Voiujiteers,  and  was  Ixidly  wcnnided  in  the  battle  of  the  W  ilderness  in 
the  civil  war.  Mrs.  WiUiam  A.  Morey  passed  away  February  27,  1892. 
She  and  her  husband  were  members  of  the  Methodist  church. 


WILUAM  HERBERT  PRITCHARD. 

One  of  the  well  known  ti^^iires  in  Berkshire  county's  linancial  cir- 
cles is  William  H.  Pritchard,  casliier  of  the  North  Adams  National 
Bank,  of  North  Adams,  Massadiusetts,  with  which  institutioa  he  has 
been  connected  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century.  He  is  of  Berkshire 
cotmty  nativity,  bom  in  Adams,  June  19,  1859,  son  of  Thomas  and 
I-.lizalK'th  rritcliard,  the  former  a  native  of  England,  tlie  latter  of 
Adams.  Mass.ichusetts. 

William  H.  Pritchard  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Pittsfield,  and  in  that  dty  also  found  his  initial  emptoymeat  with 
the  Pittsfield  National  Bank.  He  was  subsequently  for  a  time  of  the 
clerical  force  of  the  National  Bank  of  North  America,  Boston,  whence 
he  returned  in  i8>>_'  to  Berkshire  county  to  accept  a  position  in  the 
North  Adams  National  Bank,  North  Adams,  with  which  institution  his 
services  have  since  been  continuous.   He  was  elected  to  its  cashier- 
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ship,  of  which  he  is  the  incumbent,  June  25,  1898.  He  is  recognized 
as  a  financier  of  the  safely  cunservali\e  type  and  as  such  has  been  en- 
trusted with  numerous  responsibilities,  lie  is  a  member  of  tlic  Ixiard 
of  trustees  of  North  Adams  Savings  Bank,  the  North  Adams  Trust 
Company,  and  trustee  of  several  large  estates.  He  is  a  consistent  and 
useful  member  of  the  Methodist  church  of  North  Adams,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  its  board  of  trustees,  an<l  has  been  vahiably  connected  with  the 
North  Adatns  branch  of  the  \  ounjj^  Men's  Christian  Association,  of 
the  board  of  trustees  of  which  he  is  ;ds<>  a  member.  His  iratemal 
connection  is  Masonic,  and  his  political  affiliation  is  Republican. 

He  married,  in  1882,  S.  Lena  Sharer,  by  whom  he  has  two  chil- 
dren:  Herbert  E.,  and  Margaret  R.  Pritchard. 


WIIXIAM  GREENOUGH  HARDING. 

Although  alien  to  Berkshire  county,  the  gentleman  whose  name 
forms  the  caption  for  this  narrative  has  had  such  protracted  and  close 
connection  with  its  vital  interests  as  to  be  generally  accepted  as  a  son 
of  the  soil. 

lie  was  bom  in  Waltham.  Massachusetts,  August  5.  son  of 

the  late  Rev.  Sewall  and  Eliza  (Wheeler)  Harding,  natives  of  Med- 
way,  and  descendants  uf  English  colonial  settlers.  Sewall  Harding 
began  his  collegiate  career  as  a  Brown  University  student,  and  was 
graduatied  from  Union  College.  Schenectady,  New  York.  He  was 
ordained  to  the  Congregational  ministry  in  1818,  at  Waltham,  Massa- 
chusetts, where  he  spent  the  succeeding  eighteen  years  as  pastor  of 
the  church.  He  married  in  East  .Mc<h\ay  in  iS^o.  bVom  1836  to 
1848  he  ministered  to  the  Congregational  diurch  of  East  Med  way. 
resigning  the  charge  on  account  of  throat  trouble,  and  repaired  to  Bcs- 
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ton,  MassacliusL'tts.  W  Iiile  in  lliat  city  he  was  a  leadinj;  laclur  in  the 
organization  oi  the  first  publishing  house  oi  the  Congregational  church, 
acting  as  secretary  of  its  committee  of  founders,  the  institution  thus 
established  having  grown  to  extensive  proportions,  and  now  known  as 
the  Congr^tional  Board  of  Publication. 

William  Greenough  Hardiiij?  prepared  for  college  at  Phillips 
Andover  Academy,  and  was  L;ra(htated  fniin  W'illianis  College,  class 
of  1857.  For  a  year  lliereafier  he  taught  in  a  Ujys'  school  in  Auburn- 
dale,  and  in  July  of  1858  became  associated  with  the  firm  of  Page  & 
Robbins,  Boston,  importers  of  and  dealers  in  glass,  and  subsequent  to 
the  date  last  named  manufacturers  of  glass  in  Lanesboro,  Berkshire 
county,  Massachusetts,  whither  Mr.  Harding  was  immediately  sent  to 
assume  managerial  charge  <»t  llie  C()iiipany'>  plant.  This  husincis, 
under  the  firm  ab<:>ve  named,  and  its  succc-is<irs.  r:\i:v  &  Harding,  and 
the  Berkshire  Glass  Company,  occupied  Mr.  Harding's  time  up  to  1899, 
the  date  of  the  closing  of  the  plant.  An  exhaustive  treatise  on  glass 
making  in  the  Berkshires,  prepared  by  Mr.  Harding,  and  printed  by 
the  Berkshire  Historical  and  Scientific  Society,  is  one  of  the  e.<i)ecially 
prizeil  possessions  in  the  archives  of  the  society  named.  For  forty-six 
years  Mr.  Harding  was  postmaster  at  Berkshire,  Berkshire  county,  an 
incumbency  covering  one  of  the  longest  periods  of  like  service  in  the 
United  States.  He  also  ser\'ed  for  fourteen  years  as  justice  of  die 
peace.  He  is  a  lifelong  member  of  the  Gmgregational  church,  and  of 
the  board  of  deacons  of  the  First  church,  Pittsfield,  since  1899. 

Mr.  Harding  married.  Juuc  zy,  1861.  Nancy  Peimon  Campl^cll. 
daughter  of  the  late  George  Campbell,  who  was  a  son  of  David  Camp- 
bell, a  pioneer  woolen  manufacturer  of  Berkshire  county,  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Pontoosuc  Woolen  Manufacturing  Company.  Three 
living  children  bom  of  this  marriage  are:   The  Misses  Harriet  and 
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Isabel  Harding,  and  f  icorge  C.  Harding,  architect,  of  Pittsfield  Two 
children  who  died  in  childhood  were  Hope  Campbell  and  Malcolm 
Campbell  Harding. 


WILLIAM  THOMSON. 

Among  the  properties  of  the  estate  of  the  late  William  Thomson, 
who  died  in  New  York  city,  in  1872,  was  a  summer  home  at  Lenox, 
"The  Perch/'  so-called  by  its  former  owner,  Frances  Anne  Kemble. 
Tliis  renmvned  histrionic  jjenitis  possessed  among  many  admirable  qual- 
ities an  ardent  litve  for  tlic  bcantifnl  in  nature,  and  ex|)ressed  the  wish 
that  she  might  be  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  l^nox  "  that  she  might 
awake  on  Judgment  Day  with  the  glorious  view  before  her." 

She  conveyed  the  proptrty  in  questbn,  May  15,  1862,  to  her  chil- 
dren, Francis  Butler  and  Sarah  (Butler)  Wister,  wife  of  Owen  J.  Wis- 
ter,  who  sold  it  November  12.  1867,  to  Mr.  Thomson.-  It  is  now  owned 
by  Mrs.  F.Ilcn  L.  Thmn'^ni.  wid^w  of  W  illiam  Tlionison. 

Of  the  cliildren  <>{  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Thomson,  John  W. 
Thomson  resides  in  Pittsfield,  where  he  married  Agnes,  daughter  of 
George  Brown;  William  A.  Thomson  is  engaged  in  business  in  New 
York  city;  and  Ernest  Thomson  resides  with  his  mother  at  the  New 
American,  Pittsfield. 


HARVEY  JOHN  GOODROW. 

The  (itKifirdw  faniiK-  nf  Dalt<>n  is  of  Canadian  ancestry,  and  the 
grandparents  of  II.  j  ( loodrow  were  John  and  Rose  (Bouterie) 
Goodrow,  who  resided  in  St.  John,  province  of  Quebec,  llieir  son 
David,  H.  J.  Goodrow*s  father,  was  bom  in  St.  John,  December  31, 
1850.   He  was  reared  upon  a  farm  and  remained  in  Canada  until  four- 
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teen  years  old,  vAxen  he  came  to  Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts,  where 
he  has  ever  since  resided.  Since  coming  to  this  locality  he  has  re- 
sided in  various  places,  including  Hinsdale,  Pittsfield  and  Dalton,  fol- 
lowing agriculture  until  he  was  forty  years  of  age,  and  for  thirteen 
years  was  fireman  and  engineer  at  the  Crane  Paper  Mills,  Dalton. 
Some  two  years  since  he  entered  the  service  of  the  Stanley  Electrical 
Company,  of  Pittsfield,  and  is  still  in  the  employ  of  that  concern.  He 
was  married  in  I^meslx)n>.  this  county,  Jnne  7,  1868,  to  Hulda  Wat- 
son, daughter  of  Harvey  and  Esther  Watson.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David 
Goodrow  have  had  a  family  of  four  children :  Harv^  John,  the  prin> 
cipal  subject  of  this  sketch;  Sarah,  who  did  not  live  to  maturity;  Ed- 
ward, who  died  in  early  manhood;  and  Mdvin,  who  married  Lilly 
Gruzzelle,  and  has  two  children — Willard  and  Marion.  In  politics 
David  Goodniw  is  a  Ivcpulilican.    The  family  attend  the  Baptist  church. 

Harvey  Jolin  Goodrow  w.is  Ixirn  July  7.  i86<).  Coming  to  Dalton 
during  his  boyhood  he  attended  the  public  schools,  and  assisted  his 
father  in  carrying  on  die  farm.  After  tiie  conclusion  of  his  studies  he 
teamed  the  shoemaker's  trade,  which  he  followed  as  apprentke  and 
journeyman  some  sixteen  years.  In  1904  he  turned  his  attention  to 
mercantile  j)ursnits,  estahlishint;  liimself  in  the  grocery  hnsiness  at  Dal- 
ton, and  he  is  already  well  advanced  on  the  road  to  prosperity  as  a  mer- 
chant, having  a  large  and  constantly  increasing  business. 

On  January  8,  1899,  Mr.  Goodrow  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Margaret  Kenney,  daughter  of  Martin  and  Bridget  Kenney,  of 
Dalton.   Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goodrow  have  no  children. 
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RALPH  DE  FOREST  TUCKER. 

Just  over  the  border  from  Berkshire,  in  the  county  of  Hampden, 

lies  the  liisturic  villai^e  of  Monson,  and  there  it  was,  so  runs  the  load 
tradition,  that  the  best  beloved  of  American  poets  noted  the  Titan  form 
that  inured  the  lines  that  have  been  voiced  in  youthful  staccatos  from 
the  rostrums  of  all  rural  schools  since  they  were  penned: 

"  Under  a  spreading  chestnut  tree 
The  village  blacksmith  stands; 

The  smith  a  mighty  man  was  he, 
With  large  and  sinewy  hands." 

Whether  Mr.  Longfellow  indeed  gave  to  the  world  the  strong 
and  wholesome  stanzas  of  "The  Vi]Ia<,o  Blacksmith*'  after  one  of  his 

frequent  \  i-;its  to  western  Mass.'iehusetts  matters  little,  ("crtain  it  is  tliat 
he  was  no  stranger  to  ^lonsnn.  and  e(|nally  tertaii^  is  it  that  there  for 
more  than  a  century  were  to  be  found  all  the  adjuncts  for  the  picture 
which  he  presents^  and  the  profound  philosophy  therefrom  evdved. 
Five  successive  generations  of  Tuckers  supplied  the  village  forge  of 
Monson  with  its  sturdy  smithy.  First  of  these  came  Ezra  Tucker, 
from  Knjijland,  early  in  the  eighteenth  century.  His  son  T<^el  tem- 
porarily abandoned  the  anvil  to  strike  for  liberty,  and  tliat  patriot's 
revolutionary  r^mentals  and  flintlock  musket  are  amcmg  the  most 
cherished  of  the  family  heirlooms.  His  eldest  son,  Jod  also,  and 
blacksmith  as  well,  was  succeeded  in  turn  1^  a  son,  Joel  Moulton  Tudeer, 
and  the  last  named  inducted  the  immediate  subject  of  these  memoirs 
into  the  mysteries  of  the  family  \ocalinn.  Tlie  old  Rnglisl:  family  of 
Tuckers  from  which  tliis  American  branch  is  descended  traces  lineally 
to  Lazarus  Tuck,  the  tenth  century  Norman  financier,  in  whose  phil- 
osophy originated  the  axiom  that  "poor  money  drives  good  money 
out  of  circulation,"  which  had  its  natural  outcome  in  the  formulation 
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of  that  recof>iiize(l  authurity,  ^'Graham's  l-"iiiancial  Law."  Of  the 
Moiison  I'uckers,  the  late  Jcicl  Moulton  lucker,  who  clie<l  in  July, 
1896,  married  Helen  Mar  Deming,  a  direct  descendant  o£  the  first 
white  child  bom  in  Pittsfidd.  (See  Deming  genealogy.)  Mrs.  Helen 
M.  (Denting)  Tucker  continues  to  reside  in  the  old  homestead  at 
Monson. 

Ralph  Dc  Forest  Tticker,  son  of  Joel  Monlton  and  Helen  Mar 
(Dcniing)  Tucker,  lx>rn  in  Monson,  January  21,  1870,  received  his 
preliminary  schooling  in  Hampden  county,  where  he  divided  his  time 
as  a  youth  about  equally  between  his  books  and  the  anvil  and  foige. 
He  apfdied  himsdf  to  the  latter  with  such  vigor  that  he  became  an 
adept  at  the  trade  when  but  sixteen,  the  while  never  swe^^•ing.  how- 
ever, from  devotion  to  his  stiuhes  in  his  (Icltrniination  to  eventually 
secure  a  better  education  tlian  could  be  obtained  in  the  local  acailemy. 
In  1891  he  entered  Yale  College  laboring  to  pay  his  way  through  that 
institution,  and  was  graduated  therefrom  with  tfie  degree  of  Badidor 
of  Arts  with  its  class  of  1895.  His  post-graduate  course  of  law,  econ- 
omics, history  and  social  science  was  taken  up  with  the  especial  end 
in  view  (^f  addinj:^  to  his  cfiuiptncnt  in  the  a<l<>|)tion  of  the  law  as  his 
profession,  and  to  this  puq)ose  he  still  adheres,  and  to  this  end  are 
his  studies  still  being  directed,  but  a  lengthy  and  lucrative  period  of 
activity  in  an  entirely  untried  field  of  labor  was  destined  to  supervene. 
In  the  summer  following  his  graduation  Professor  Tucker  visited 
PSttsfield,  and  while  there  incidentally  assisted  a  young-  friend  in  pre- 
parintr  to  enter  hi>  own  iibna  mater.  Others  snujjht  similar  service, 
and  the  exellence  of  his  tutorship,  demonstrated  as  it  was  from  the 
outset  by  the  success  of  his  pupils  in  speedily  gaining  entrance  to  the 
classes  to  which  they  aspired,  has  kept  the  pressure  constant  to  remain 
yet  a  little  longer  in  the  profession  thus  made  for  and  thrust  upon 
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him.  That  the  maintenance  within  wise  bounds  of  a  camaraderie  be- 
tween teacher  and  taught  is  conducive  to  the  knowledge  imfxirting 

powers  of  the  former  and  the  receptiveness  of  the  latter  is  rccKjrnized 
by  all  educators.  'Hiis  dcsirahle  relation  is  at  once  established  by 
Professor  Tucker  through  his  interest  in  the  physical  develo|xnent  as 
well  as  the  mental  culture  of  his  pupils.  All  young  men  admire  and 
have  a  secret  if  not  confessed  aspiration  for  physical  prowess.  As  a 
natural  outcome  of  the  strenuousness  of  his  life  throughout  his  youth 
and  his  Yale  ass«K:iaiions.  Professor  Tiukcr  lias  devoted  attention  to 
all  health-promoting  exercises,  and  is  an  adept  in  rowing,  sparring, 
fencing  and  horsemanship.  The  zest  with  which  he  enters  into  these 
muscle-making  activities  and  encourages  participation  and  willingly  mr 
stnicts  therein  ever\'  pupil  during-  the  hours  devoted  to  recreation,  is 
at  (nice  an  explanation  «>f  his  |)ersonal  niaj^netisni  as  a  teacher  and  his 
charm  as  a  man.  To  the  inspiration  of  his  enthusiasm  along  these 
lines  more  than  one  boy  of  impaired  and  unpromising  physique  re- 
joices today  in  the  possession  of  a  stalwart  manhood  as  well  as  a  well- 
equipped  mind, — mc^ns  sana  in  corpore  satto.  Professor  Tucker's 
work  as  tutor  has  been  congenial  and  has  been  well  requited,  not  only 
pectuiiarily,  hut  also  in  the  satisfaction  which  has  naturally  obtained 
through  the  graduation  of  numbers  of  his  pupils  from  leading  colleges 
and  scientific  schools  of  the  United  States.  During  all  of  these  years 
Professor  'l  ucker  has  resided  in  i'ittsheld.  wlurt'  as  a  professional  man 

his  position  has  l>een  unique,  and  he  is  widely  and  favorably  known  in 

Berkshi'-e  county. 

His  fraternal  connection  is  with  Mystic  Lodge,  F.  and  A.  M.; 
Berkshire  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.;  Berkshire  Council,  R.  and  S.  M.;  and 
Bericshire  Commander)-.  K.  T.    He  is  also  a  Pythian  Knight,  and  an 
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Elk.  His  occasional  absences  from  the  home  of  his  adoption  are  neces- 
sitated by  his  agricultural  interests  in  his  native  county,  where  he  owns 
the  bomestead  fami. 


AMBROSE  T.  STEWART. 

Ambrose  T.  Stewart,  of  Dalton,  Berksliiic  county,  Massachusetts, 
is  one  of  those  descendants  of  Scotch  stock,  which  by  perseverance  and 
close  af^icatton  to  the  principles  of  honesty  and  industry  make  them 
substantial,  worthy  citizens  of  whatever  locality  they  settle  in.  The 
Stewart  family  of  which  this  is  a  branch  came  from  Scotland  and  set- 
tled in  the  northern  i)art  of  New  York  state,  in  Dornionsville,  Greene 
county,  about  the  year  iSio. 

Jacob  Stewart  came  to  .this  country  with  his  parents,  and  both  he 
and  his  father  engaged  in  carpentering,  which  they  conducted  success- 
fully for  the  entire  period  of  their  active  careers  in  and  around  the  town 
of  Coxsackie,  New  York.  In  1847  married  Margaret  Roberts,  a 
Direct  ilescentlant  of  an  nld  Holland  family,  and  of  this  union  four  chil- 
dren were  bom.  Amos.  \)orn  ii^49.  married  I'Ula  Wands,  and  resided 
in  Syracuse,  New  York;  James,  bom  1852,  married  Elsie  Temple,  and 
they  live  m  Collamer,  Onondaga  county.  New  York,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  two  ditldren ;  and  Ambrose. 

Ambrose  Stewart  was  bom  in  Pittsfidd,  Massachusetts,  Jtine  29^ 
1854.  lie  attended  the  puhlic  school  of  Pittsfield.  and  this  preliminary 
education  was  supplemented  by  a  course  in  a  husiness  college.  He  then 
leamed  the  carpenter  trade,  at  which  he  worked  for  a  number  of  years, 
after  which  he  accepted  a  position  as  clerk  in  a  grocery  store  and  con- 
tinued serving  in  that  capacity'  for  thirteen  years.  He  then  went  to 
Calais,  Maine,  where  for  seven  years  he  followed  his  trade,  that  of  car- 
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penter,  and  at  the  expiration  of  this  period  of  time,  his  father  having 
died  in  the  meantime,  and  his  mother  having  taken  up  her  residence  in 

Daltoii.  he  located  in  that  town,  in  iS<>3.  and  secured  cjuployment  r't 
bis  trade  with  a  tx>ntractor  of  that  town.  Shortly  afterward  he  estab- 
lished a  business  on  his  own  account,  and,  liaving  gained  a  r^utation 
for  conscientious  and  faithful  workmanship,  received  a  good  substantial 
patronage,  and  is  now  one  of  the  leading  contractors  of  Dalton,  having 
the  supervision  of  the  repairing,  altering:  and  constntction  of  the  work 
of  the  Crane  fanuly  of  that  town.  Mr.  Stewart  takes  no  active  part  in 
town  politics  outside  of  voting  the  Kepnhlican  ticket. 

In  1875  Mr.  Stewart  married  Mary  £.  Gilson,  daughter  of  John 
V.  and  Martha  (Gettis)  Gilsm,  of  Williamsburg,  Massachusetts.  They 
are  the  parents  of  one  datighter,  Eva  M.,  bom  March  30,  1877,  who 
became  the  wife  of  George  Ryder,  of  Dalton,  Massachusetts,  where  they 
and  their  family  reside.  Mr.  Stewart  and  his  wife  are  regular  attend- 
ants at  the  Congregational  church  of  Dalton,  Massachusetts. 


PERRY  J.  AYRES. 

The  family  of  which  the  late  Perr>'  J.  Ayres.  of  Pittslield,  was  for 

many  years  a  wortliy  representative.  founde<l  llie  town  of  Shutesbury, 
Massachusetts,  the  earliest  settler  being  the  father  of  Jesse  Ayres,  a 
prosperous  farmer  of  Franklin  county. 

Tyler  Ayres  was  bom  April  7,  1804,  in  Leveret,  Massachusetts, 
and  lived  there  until  1824.  when  he  started  to  explore  what  was  then 
"the  great  West,"  brins^ing  his  wamlcrinjcrs  to  an  end  in  Stcphcntown. 
New  York.    There  he  engaged  in  farming,  but  after  a  time  turned  his      j  tized  by  Google 
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Mr.  Ayrcs  tnarricd.  while  in  Stci)hciit< i\s  ii,  Marian  jane  Poller, 
whose  ancestors  had  won  dislinctinn  Inith  in  tlie  Revolutionary  condict 
and  in  the  war  of  1812.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ayres  the  following  chil- 
dren were  bom :  Abigail  M.,  who  married  Samuel  Cornelius,  of  Chat- 
ham, Massachusetts:  Perry  J.,  mentioned  at  length  hereinafter;  Sarah 
J.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Sylvester  Collins,  of  Kttsfield;  John  T.,  de- 
ceased; Mar>',  wlio  is  the  widow  <d'  Gcorg^e  C.  Barnes,  of  Pittsficld; 
Frances,  who  is  the  wile  of  John  Bline.  also  of  Pittsfield;  and  William 
P.,  who  lives  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 

Perry  J.  Ayres,  son  of  Tyler  and  Marian  Jane  (Potter)  Ayres,  was 
born  February  11,  1830,  in  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  and  in  boyhood 
attended  the  public  schools.  At  the  age  of  twelve  he  began  to  do  farm 
work,  and  riintimicd  his  a^ricnltnr.il  lalxirs  until  1855.  lie  then  went 
to  Pittsfield,  where  he  was  four  years  in  the  service  of  Silas  X.  Foot, 
and  subsequently  became  associated  with  the  firm  of  Noble  &  Brewster. 
In  1870  he  established  a  meat  market  on  Fenn  street,  where  for  forty 
years  he  carried  on  a  successful  business.  He  was  a  diarter  member 
of  the  local  lo(lt,re  nf  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  was  activdy  interested 
in  the  Methodist  E[)i!>coi>al  church,  of  which  he  and  his  wife  were  mem- 
bers. 

Mr.  Ayres  married,  February  13.  1851,  Marietta,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam D.  Clark,  who  was  of  an  old  and  respected  family,  and  their  chil- 
dren were:  Theresa  W.,  who  is  the  wife  of  John  H.  Noble,  of  Pitts- 
field: Thaddeus  Z..  who  married  Harriet  Harder,  and  has  three  sons: 

Ida  M..  who  Inrame  the  wife  of  Walter  Xohle.  and  has  tlirec  children: 
Nellie  G,,  who  married  M.  B.  Hart,  of  Chicaj^o,  and  is  the  mother  of 
one  son;  Etta,  who  is  married  to  George  C.  Cooper  and  has  two  chil- 
dren; and  Myron,  who  resides  in  Chicago. 

It  was  felt  that  the  death  of  Mr.  Ayres,  whkh  occurred  July  17, 
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1900,  had  removed  one  who,  in  his  long  career  as  a  business  man,  had 
set  an  example  of  fair  and  honest  dealing,  whcse  conduct  as  a  citizen 

had  been  uiiifumily  npriylit.  aiul  who  in  his  domestic  and  social  relations 
liad  left  nothing  to  be  desired. 


DENNIS  LINXEHAN. 

Dennis  Linnehan,  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war.  and  for  many  years  a 

mechanic  of  ['ittsfield,  was  Ixirii  in  Ireland.  July  6.  1842.  W  hen  he 
was  tour  or  five  years  of  age  his  parents  catne  to  the  United  States,  set- 
tling in  Berkshire  county,  his  father,  Michael  Linnehan,  finding  em- 
ployment at  the  Ridimond  Iron  Works. 

Duriiig  the  boyhood  of  Dennis  Linnehan  there  was  little  or  no  time 
allotted  him  for  educational  pin  p  -es  and  he  began  to  snppi  rt  himself 
at  an  early  a}4;c,  and  upon  accinirins;  sufficient  ^l^t•n^th  (.•lUert'd  up- m  an 
apprenticeship  at  the  hlacksniith's  trade,  which  he  completed.  At  the 
age  of  twenty  years  ( 1862)  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  Twenty-fifth 
Regiment  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  with  which  he  served  for 
three  years,  or  until  the  close  of  the  Civil  war,  and  upon  his  return  to 
Berkshire  count\  he  resumed  his  trade.  During  the  construction  of  the 
Hoosac  ruiuic'l  he  was  e!ii;ajL,'e<l  in  sliarpenini;  drills  and  other  t<in]s  at 
the  North  Adams  entrance  tor  a  numher  ot  years,  and  was  subse(|iicntly 
employed  at  his  trade  by  the  city  of  Pittsfield.  He  died  August  10, 
1905. 

On  May  18,  1870.  Mr.  Linnehan  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Catherine  Lyons,  daughter  of  Matthew  Lyons  of  Adams.  Mrs.  Linne- 
han l)elonge<l  to  one  of  the  first  Irish  families  to  settle  in  Ceikshire 
comity,  and  it  is  worthy  of  mention  that  mass  was  first  celebrated  in 
Adams  at  the  home  of  her  parents.    She  died  December  20,  1898,  and 
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left  as  a  legacy  to  her  bereaved  husband  and  family  the  memory  of  a 
devoted  wife  and  mother,  who  labored  diligently  and  sacrificed  much 

for  the  welfare  of  her  family. 

Dennis  '.\n<\  Catherine  Linnehan  reared  a  family  of  five  children, 
namely:  John  VV.,  bom  in  1S71;  George  A.,  bom  in  1875;  Edward 
C,  bom  in  1878;  Matthew  M.,  bora  in  1881;  and  Catherine,  bora  in 
1885.  Linnehan,  who  is  now  a  Jesuit  Father,  is  a  graduate 

.  of  the  Pittsfield  Hi>h  School  and  of  Holy  Cross  College.  Worcester, 
and  was  for  five  years  an  instrnctor  in  the  Catholic  collej^e  at  Fordham. 
New  York.  George  A.  Linnehan,  who  was  graduated  from  Holy 
Cross  and  Georgetown  Colleges,  entered  the  medical  profession,  and 
was  for  several  years  connected  with  the  hospital  in  Framingham,  Massa- 
diusetts,  and  is  now  practicinf^  in  Jamaica,  Long  Island.  Edward  D.- 
Linnehan  is  a  sjraduale  of  Alhanv  (New  ^'ork)  Business  Colle^-^e  and 
an  ofticc  employe  ot  the  Stanley  Electric  Manufacturing  Company. 
Matthew  M.  Linnehan  is  a  graduate  of  Holy  Cross  CoU^e.  Catherine 
A.  Linnehan  is  residing  at  home.  The  family  attend  St  Charles'  diurdi. 


MRS.  ELLEN  CURTIX  GRIFFIN. 

Mrs.  Ellen  Curtin  Griffin  is  conducting  a  coal  and  wood  yard  in 
Dalton  which  was  founded  by  her  husband.  Martin  Griffin,  who  came  to 

America  from  couiUy  (iahvay.  Irciaiid,  in  1870.  Three  flrilTin  hrothers, 
on  emigrating  to  tlic  new  world,  seltletl  near  Pittsfield.  where  they 
found  employment,  and  by  close  application  to  labor  gained  very  credit* 
able  success.  Martin  Griffin  was  first  employed  as  a  watchman  in  the 
old  Berkshire  mill,  and  later  established  a  meat  market  on  his  own  ac- 
count.   This  he  conducted  for  a  short  time,  and  tlien  began  dealing 
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in  coal  and  wood,  establishing^  the  business  which  is  yet  conducted  by 
his  widow. 

In  1878  Mr.  Griffin  was  married  to  Miss  Ellen  Curtin,  a  mem- 
ber of  one  of  the  best  known  families  of  I>alton.  Iler  parents,  Daniel 
and  Hannah  (Ryan)  Curtin,  hved  in  the  town  of  Washington,  Berk- 
shire county,  and  she  is  a  sister  of  Mrs.  Thomas  Leamey,  who  lives 
with  her  and  aids  her  in  her  business.  Her  two  brothers,  John  and 
William,  are  residents  of  Fairfidd,  Massachusetts.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Griffin  had  no  children.  He  died  in  1896,  just  as  his  business  had  be- 
come a  prosiieroMS  one  and  he  was  able  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  labor. 
He  was  a  rt.*c< ionized  leader  anxMi^  the  InHitwcrs  of  Catholicism  in  this 
part  of  the  state,  and  was  a  nieml>er  of  the  Foresters  of  America,  and 
the  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians.  In  jx^itics  he  was  a  Democrat,  and 
in  all  matters  of  citizenship  manifested  a  public-spirited  interest  He 
built  a  large  block  on  the  comer  of  Hoosatonic  and  Depot  streets,  in 
Dalton,  and  it  is  now  occupied  as  a  coal  office  and  residence. 


EDWARD  FRANKLIN  RICE. 

Edward  Franklin  Rice  was  bom  in  Enfield,  Connecticut,  April  8^ 
1865,  son  of  Qiartes  E.  and  Julia  A.  (Wardwell)  Rice,  natives  of  Con- 
necticut, in  which  state  they  were  married  and  whence  they  removed 
during  the  infancy  of  the  initncdiatc  Mtlijtn  t  (>f  this  sketch  to  Sprin^ield. 
Massachusetts,  and  there  Vv.  Cliarles  F.  Rice  established  the  tin  man- 
ufacturing business,  in  which  he  is  still  engaged. 

Edwat:d  F.  Rice  received  his  education  in  tiie  public  schools  of 
Springfield,  and  had  not  attained  his  majority  when  he  made  the  first 
business  venture,  viz.,  the  establishment  of  a  bakerv  and  confectionery 
at  Chicopce  Falls.    In  the  conduct  of  this  he  was  successfully  engaged 
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for  five  Years,  selling  out  in  1889  and  coming  to  Pittsfield  to  invest  his 
substantial  accumulation  of  earnings  in  the  same  line  of  business  on  a 
much  larger  scale.  Here,  too,  industry,  integrity  and  enterprise  have 
met  with  their  reward,  and  he  had  the  best  equipped  and  most 
largely  patronized  establishment  of  its  kind  in  Berkshire  county.  In 
( )ft«>l)tfr,  MH^'.  Mr.  Kicf  ^<tl(I  his  Xorih  street  estahlishiiK-iit  to  ('.  ]< 
•Stevens  &  Company,  and  is  now  dealing  in  securities,  engaged  as  a  rep- 
resentative of  Douglas,  Lacey  &  Company,  with  offices  in  Pittsfield.  Mr. 
Rice  is  a  Republican  of  the  stalwart  type  and  has  been  as  active  as  fhe 
demands  upon  his  time  of  a  rapidly  increasing  business  would  permit  in 
advancing  the  interests  of  hts  party's  work  in  Pittsfield.  He  served 
acceptably  tor  one  tenr  as  a  iiieiiiber  i.f  t!ie  city  council  froni  the  sev- 
enth ward.  His  fraternal  c  iinectii  n  is  w  it!i  Mystic  Lotlge.  F.  and  A.  M.; 
Berkshire  Chapter,  R.  A.  M. ;  Berkshire  Commandery,  K.  T. ;  and  Os> 
ceola  Lodge  No.  125,  I.  O.  O.  F.  Mr.  Rke  married,  June  20,  1884, 
Julia  M.,  daughter  of  the  late  Julius  Gowdy,  formerly  a  wdl-known 
merchant  of  S])ringfield,  Massachusetts.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rice  have  five 
children:  Clifford  E..  a  student  at  Pittsfield  high  scliool ;  Lula  M.,  Mil- 
dred 1"-.  I'.dward  F.  and  Marion  E.  Rice.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rice  reside  at 
163  Bradford  street  and  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
of  Pittsfield. 


LOUIE  LEGRAND  SHERMAN. 

Louie  Legrand  Shennan,  of  Hinsdale,  Berkshire  county.  Massa- 
chusetts, was  bom  in  Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  January  5,  1862.  The 
Sherman  family  are  of  English  descent,  and  came  to  this  country  by 
much  the  same  route  that  was  folk>wed  by  the  Pilgrims,  first  settling 
in  Holland  for  a  short  time  before  coming  to  this  country.  On  arriv- 
ing here  with  their  large  families,  Louie  Sherman,  who  settled  in  Con- 
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necticut.  made  his  home  in  Stratford,  Comiecticut.    Loaie  Sherman 

niarncW  Juiia  iJciinett.  of  Mnirof,  ("< nmccticut.  The  Bennett  fatni'ly 
was  one  of  the  best  known  in  that  vicinity,  and  there  still  remains  today 
many  descendants  from  the  original  Bennett  family  in  that  part  of  Con- 
necticut. Their  children  were:  Bennett,  bom  in  1823;  Philo,  bom 
about  the  year  1825,  in  Newtown,  Connecticut. 

Philo  Sherman  followed  the  trade  of  carpenter  imtil  about  1875. 
when  he  eMhan^ed  his  |>ro])crty  in  r.ri(lgeiK)rt.  CdiinecticMit.  ior  a  farm 
in  Hinsdale,  wiiere  lie  made  his  home  until  his  tleath  in  1891.  lie  was 
married  twice,  his  first  wife  being  Miss  Warner,  who  bore  him  a  daugh- 
ter. Imogene,  who  became  the  wife  of  Smith  Rolnnson,  and  they  make 
tfieir  home  in  Bridgeport,  Connecticut.  They  have  no  children  living. 
His  second  wife  was  Delia  Patcher.  of  Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  daugh- 
ter of  a  southerti  farmer,  and  their  children  were:  I.ouie  Le^raiul.  Iwrn 
(.see  forward):  William.  U>rn  1864.  died  in  infanc\  ;  Carrie,  born 
1868.  became  the  wife  of  George  Griswold.  of  Hinsdale,  Massachusetts, 
and  with  their  three  children  live  at  Pittsfield  Junction;  Jennie,  bom 
1870.  married  Edward  Baird,  of  Huntington.  Connecticut,  and  live  in 
New  Haven,  same  state:  they  have  no  children;  John,  bom  1872,  died 
in  infancy;  William,  horn  1874.  resides  in  Westlield.  Massachusetts, 
and  is  unmarried;  Frederick,  born  1877.  lives  in  Huntington.  Connecti- 
cut. 

Louie  L^rand  Sherman  was  educated  in  the  public  sdiools  of 
Bridgeport.  Connecticut,  and  was  fourteen  years  of  age  when  his  parents 
removed  to  Hinsdale.  Berkshire  cotmtw  Afassachusetts,  from  their  home 

in  Connecticut,  where  all  the  chiKlrcn  were  l«»ni  with  the  exception  of 
the  youiijj'est  chikl,  Frederick  Sherman.  The  family  >ettled  uixm  one  of 
the  Putnam  farms,  and  Louie  assisted  his  father  with  the  lalK>r  thereon 
for  some  time,  afterward  securing  employment  on  the  Tracy  farm,  and 


370 


BERKSHIRE  COUNTY 


then  on  the  Simon  White  farm,  where  he  remained  until  1885.  In  that 
year  he  established  a  business  oa  his  own  account,  that  of  teaming,  and 
subsequently  formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother-in-law,  John  Made, 
in  the  conduct  of  the  old  Mack  farm,  which  connection  terminated  at 

the  end  of  two  years  by  Mr.  Sherman  disix»sing  of  his  interest  to  Mr. 
Mack.  The  following  two  years  he  was  eniployetl  in  the  store  of 
Thomas  Frizzell,  after  which  he  purchased  the  farm  which  two  years 
before  he  had  sold  to  Mr.  Made,  and  has  since  conducted  the  same, 
achieving  a  large  degree  of  sucttss  persistent  and  painstaking  labor. 
He  has  a  number  of  cattle,  and  is  a  dealer  in  milk  and  cream.  The 

farm  is  situated  on  lii^h  land,  the  soil  is  rich  and  pri  i(iiu  ti\ e,  and  yields 
a  plentiful  harvest.  Mr.  Sherman  has  served  the  t^wn  in  several 
capadties,  and  at  the  present  time  (1904)  is  constable  and  assistant 
engineer.  He  is  an  active  and  earnest  worker  in  the  cause  of  temper> 
ance,  and  a  member  of  the  local  lodge  of  Sons  of  Temperance.  He  is 
also  affiliated  with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  the  Grange, 
and  the  Improvement  Society  of  the  town.  Both  Mr.  .Sherman  and  his 
wife  are  nicmhcrs  of  the  Congregational  church,  in  which  they  take  an 
active  interest.   He  is  an  adherent  of  the  prindptes  of  RepuUicanism. 

In  1886  Mr.  Sherman  married  Mary  E.  Made,  daughter  of  Lyman 
and  Maria  Mack,  representatives  of  one  of  the  best  known  and  most 
highly  respected  families  of  what  was  then  known  as  Partrtdgefield. 
Tlicy  have  had  six  children:  Gertrude.  h<^rn  Tunc  6.  188S;  T.yman  ^f., 
born  May  2,  1890:  Cdadys,  born  April  18,  1893:  Robert,  born  Decem- 
ber 27,  1894,  died  in  infancy;  Ruth,  bom  August  22,  1896;  Jane,  born 
May  26,  1898. 
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CHESTER  BARNUM  SCUDDER. 

Giester  fiarnum  Scudder,  of  Dalton,  Berkshire  county*  Massa- 
chusetts, a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  and  a  man  of  sterling  character- 
istics, wdl  respected  by  all  who  enjoy  his  acquaintance,  is  a  descendant 
of  two  brothers  who  came  to  this  country  from  Enti^land  about  the  year 

ijCio.  one  of  whom  settled  in  the  eastern  jtortion  of  Massachusetts, 
while  the  other' made  his  way  across  the  state  and  settled  in  Connecti- 
cut, near  the  site  of  the  present  city  of  Bridgeport.  It  was  from  this 
latter  branch  that.  Chester  B.  Scudder  is  descended. 

John  Bamum  Scudder,  father  of  Chester  B.  Scudder,  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Mary  A.  Ward,  of  Woodbury.  Connecticut,  and  th^r 
nia<le  their  home  in  New  Milford.  and  later  in  Salisl)tiry.  Ixith  in  the 
same  state.  Mr.  Scudder  was  enf^-^a-jcd  in  the  lumber  business,  and  was 
the  proprietor  of  a  small  establishment  in  which  he  manufactured 
shingles.  He  died  when  not  veiy  far  advanced  in  years,  leaving  his 
wife  and  children  to  face  the  trials  and  struggles  of  this  world  as  best 
they  might.  Their  children  were:  John.  Mary,  Maria,  who  died  at 
the  ag^e  of  fifteen  years:  Royal,  wlu.  dictl  at  the  apfc  of  seventeen  years: 
William,  who  died  at  the  atjc  of  fourteen  years;  atul  Chester  B.  Scudder. 

Chester  B.  Scudder  was  born  October  6,  1842,  and  was  the  only 
member  of  the  above  named  family 'who  lived  to  attain  middle  age.  His 
father  died  when  he  was  nine  years  of  age.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Salisbury,  Connecticut,  and  afterward  those  of  Monterey, 
Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts,  whitlier  his  luotlier  removed  about 
three  years  after  her  husband's  <leath.  Mrs.  Scudder  married  Russell 
Pomeroy,  of  Tyringham,  Massachusetts,  and  Chester  resided  with  them 
until  he  was  nineteen  years  old.  He  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Tenth 
Massachusetts  R^ment,  from  Monterey.  Massachusetts,  in  1861,  and 
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served  his  country  three  years  and  three  months.  He  participated  in 
all  the  battles  nf  the  Army  of  the  Potomac — Gettysburg,  h"air  Oaks, 
Antietam,  and  the  W  ilderness;  in  tlie  Peninsula  cami)aign — at  Will- 
iamsburg, Malvern  Uill»  Vorktown,  and  other  places.  He  was  severely 
wottnded  at  Spottsylvania  Court  House  in  May,  1864. 

After  his  discharge  from  the  United  States  army  Mr.  Scndder  re- 
turned to  Monterey.  Massachusetts,  but  after  a  short  period  of  time  de- 
cided to  teft  the  business  op])ortunitics  in  the  western'  section  of  the 
United  States,  and  accordingly  located  in  the  state  o£  Illinois.  He 
engaged  in  the  tobacco  and  cigar  business,  which  he  prosecuted  assid- 
uously  until  his  health  failed  him.  and  after  an  absence  of  four  years 
returned  to  Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts,  to  recuperate.  He  then 
engaged  in  outside  carpentering  work,  hut  not  finding  this  ocatpation 
congenial  to  his  taste  he  senired  employment  as  clerk  in  a  grocery  store 
at  Stocki)ridge.  where  he  remained  for  sev  eral  years.  He  was  apiK)inted 
1^  President  Arthur  as  a  guard  at  the  Crane  Government  Mill,  at  Dal- 
ton,  and  later  was  promoted  to  captain  of  the  guard,  a  positioSi  he  held 
until  the  Democratic  administration  came  into  power,  when  he  was  sup> 
planted  by  an  adherent  of  that  ixirty.  HaA  ing  taken  up  his  residence  in 
Daltoii  during  his  incuml>ency  of  the  latter  iianicfl  ohice.  he  remained 
there  and  soon  '-ecurcd  eniijloyment  in  the  i>aper  business,  in  which  he 
has  continued  up  to  the  present  time,  being  now  a  supervisor  in  the  old 
Berkshire  Mill,  in  Dalton.  In  1896  he  represented  his  district  in  the 
state  l^slature,  serving  on  several  important  committees. 

In  1873  Mr.  Scndder  married  Hannah  M.  Dobson.  daughter  of 
John  and  .Martha  Dohson,  of  Mousatonic.  Tlieir  children  are:  George 
15.,  born  in  1877,  wh"  i^  a  resident  of  l^>s  Angeles.  Lalifi >rnia :  Helen 
R.,  bom  in  1879.  w  ho  liecanie  the  wife  of  Hal  D.  Burgaurdt.  and  the) 
reside  in  Springfield,  Massachusetts;  Charles,  bom  in  1881,  is  a  student 
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in  the  New  York  Dental  Collej^e.  and  works  at  the  WaUlorf-Ast. aia 
Hotel  in  Xew  \'ork  city.  Mr.  Sciulder  married  lor  his  second  wife 
Isal)elle  Perry,  of  .Monterey,  Ma->aihusetts,  a  descendant  of  the  Pcny 
family  of  norths  New  York.  They  have  one  child,  Earl  V.,  bom  in 
i8g4,  who  attends  the  schools  of  Dalton.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scudder  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  church  of  Dalton.  and  their  residence  is 
located  on  Central  avenue,  one  of  the  most  select  residential  sections  of 
the  town  of  Dalton.  Massachusetts. 


LEMAN  WOOD. 

This  venerable  octogenarian,  who  is  fast  approaching  his  ninetieth 
birthday,  is  a  retired  farmer  and  Hfelom;  resident  of  Lanesboro,  where 

he  was  tornierly  an  active  i)artici|(ant  in  local  j)ul)lic  affairs.  I  lis  par- 
ents, Titus  and  Elizabeth  (Weed)  Wood,  weie  both  natives  of  I^anes- 
boro,  and  his  father  was  a  prosperous  farmer.  The  children  of  Titus 
and  Elizabeth  Wood  were:  William,  George,  Leman,  Mary,  Louisa, 
Hannah,  Helen  and  Sarah,  the  latter  beipg  the  wife  of  Edward  Tower. 

Leman  Wood  >vas  bom  in  Lanesboro.  November  to,  1817.  He 
was  educate<l  in  the  district  schools  of  his  native  town  and  reared  u|xin 
the  homestead  fann.  where  he  acquired  a  gcKxl  kiinwlcdjje  of  agriculture, 
which  has  been  his  principal  occupation  in  life.  In  addition  to  carrying 
on  a  farm  he  was  engaged  quite  extensively  in  teanu'ng.  and  for  many 
jrears  was  one  of  the  busiest  of  I.anesboro*s  prosperous  inhabitants. 
Some  time  ac:o  he  retired  from  active  business  pursuits,  and  is  enjoying 
a  season  of  rest  and  rcdcntitin  at  his  comfortaI)Ic  home  in  that  town. 
Politically  he  acts  with  the  Republican  party,  and  during  the  period  of 
his  activity  he  took  a  lively  interest  in  local  public  affairs,  serving  as 
a  member  of  the  board  of  selectmen  and  in  other  important  town  offices. 
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For  many  years  he  iias  been  a  member  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
dburch,  and  at  one  time  acted  as  its  treasurer. 

Mr.  Wood  has  been  three  times  married.  Of  his  union  with  his 
first  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Louisa  Curtis,  there  were  two  chil- 
dren: Curtis  Bm  and  Anna,  who  became  the  wife  of  Frank  Nourse, 
and  died  September  i.  1<P5.  Mr.  Wood's  second  wile,  who  was  Ijefore 
marriage  Jane  E.  llninphrey,  Iwire  him  one  son,  Leman.  who  did  not 
live  to  maturity.  For  his  third  wife  be  married  Mrs.  Betsey  Watson, 
and  of  this  union  there  are  no  children.  Mr.  Wood  is  one  of  the  best 
known  residents  of  Lanesboro,  and  is  highly  esteemed  for  his  many 
numerous  commendable  qualities. 


WILLIAM  DIMICK. 

The  late  William  Dimick,  who  is  well  remembered  in  Pittsfield 
for  his  philanthropic  labors  in  behalf  of  the  poor  and  needy,  was  bom 
in  South  Cambridge,  New  York,  October  28,  1826. 

His  opportunities  for  attending-  school  were  limited,  but  through 
his  own  unaided  efforts  lie  overcame  this  deficiency  and  was  therefore 
largely  self-educated.  Turning  his  attention  to  general  farming  he 
followed  that  occupation  successfully  for  many  years,  or  until  1885, 
when  he  established  his  residence  in  Pittsfield.  Here  he  devoted  the 
remaining  yeare  of  his  life  to  religious  and  philanthropic  work,  serviiig 
as  city  almoner  for  a  period  of  twelve  years,  a  greater  part  of  whidi 
time  was  spent  in  aiding:  tlic  jxxir.  supjilying  tliem  with  the  necessities 
of  life. and  alleviating  distress  wherever  he  found  it.  Mr.  Dimick  was 
frequently  called  upon  to  serve  as  trustee  of  estates  and  as  arbitrator 
in  disputes  relative  to  the  ownership  of  property.  As  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  he  was  actively  interested  in  rdigious 
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woik,  having  served  for  8<»iie  time  as  superintendent  of  liie  Sunday 
school  at  Busldik,  New  York,  and  he  was  also  treasurer  of  the  West- 
ern Massachusetts  Bible  Society.  In  [xilitics  he  supported  the  Re- 
publican party,  ami  was  (initc  active  in  public  affairs,  serving  with 
ability  as  comity  coniniissioner  and  supervisor.  He  also  acted  as  a 
justice  of  the  peace.  His  death  occurred  at  Pittsfield,  October  19, 
1902,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  and  was  the  cause  of  general 
Ttgrti. 

In  1874  Mr.  Dimick  was  joined  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Fidelia  H. 

UptdH,  of  Pittsfieid,  Mas>aclnisett>,  wiio  siir\i\cs  liini.  and  is  residing 
in  FMttsficld.  Mrs.  Diniick  is  descended  iiom  the  Xash  family  nf  South 
Hadiey,  this  state,  and  is  a  sister  of  Horner  and  Emory  Xash,  of 
Pittsfieid. 

ARTHUR  WELLS  SAFFORD. 

The  genileinan  whose  name  introduces  these  memoirs  is  tiie  effi- 
cient retrister  nf  deeds  ol  the  ntirthern  Berkshire  district,  a  resident  of 
Adams.  He  is  lineally  descended  from  John  Safford,  <me  of  the  early 
English  settlers  of  New  England.  John  Saff(^d,  Jr.,  the  great-great- 
grandfather of  Arthur  Wells  Safford,  was  a  resident  of  Norwidi,  Con- 
necticut, and  there  married  Lydta  Hebard.  Their  son,  Silas  Safford, 
born  in  Norwich,  Septeiul)er  11.  1757.  married  C'larinda  Hawley,  De- 
cember 25.  1780.  Of  the  children  of  Silas  and  Clarinda  (Hawley)  Saf- 
ford, Erwin  Safford,  bom  at  Fairhaven,  Vermont,  January  17,  1786, 
died  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  March,  1855.  He  spent  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  in  Bennington,  Vermont.  He  married.  May  15,  iSio^ 
Lucia  Swift  Wells.  Silas  Satterlee  Safford,  a  son  of  Erwin  and  Lucia 
Swift  (Wells)  Safiford,  father  of  Arthur  Wells  SafTor.l,  was  bmi  at 
Bennington,  Vermont,  June  24,  1822.    He  entered  Williams  College 
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when  twenty-four  years  of  age,  and  while  in  the  sophomore  class  left 
that  institution  to  enter  the  employ  of  his  father,  then  a  coal  merchant 

in  Philadelphia.  <lif(!  in  W'lllianistow ji.  Massachusetts.  DwciiilHr  _', 
1854.  His  wile  was  L«njisa  J.,  (lan^jhter  of  i^aniuel  Tyler,  a  fanner  of 
VV^illiamstown.  Samuel  Tyler,  her  grandfather,  served  as  captain  in  the 
local  militia;  his  commission  as  such  from  John  Hancock,  dated  June 
12,  1788,  and  a  cohimission  as  justice  of  the  peace  from  Governor  Chris^ 
topher  Gore  are  in  the  possession  of  A.  W.  Safford.  Mrs.  Silas  Satter- 
lee  Safford  now  resides  in  Oneonta.  New  \iirk. 

Arthur  Wells  Saflford  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  August  15.  1850; 
received  his  preliminary  educational  training  in  the  private  school  con- 
ducted by  his  mother  at  Williamstown,  Massachusetts,  and  continued 
his  studies  at  a  private  boarding  school  at  Pottsville,  Pennsylvania ;  still 
later  at  a  Burlinj»ton.  New  Jersey,  school,  and  completed  his  education 
at  till."  well-knowM  afaik'iin  cimchicted  bv  I'rofessor  W.  V.  Mills  at  South 
Williamstown.  Massachusetts.  His  first  ctnplo\n)ent  was  at  Fhiiadel- 
phia,  where  he  was  for  four  years  in  the  wholesale  and  retail  dry  goods 
house  of  Homer  Colladay  &  Co.,  on  Chestnut  street.  He  was  subse- 
quently for  a  short  period  engaged  in  derking  at  Locust  Gap,  near 
Scranton.  Pennsylvania,  and  for  a  year  following  in  the  general  store 
of  C  harles  Mather  at  Wilbainstow n.  Massachusetts.  He  then  located  at 
Adams,  and  after  .servinj,"^  W.  P..  Green  as  salesman,  became  l)o<)kkeej)er 
for  the  Adams  Brothers  .Manufacturing  Company,  with  which  estah- 
lishment  he  continued  to  be  associated  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
time  up  to  his  election  as  the  Republican  candidate  to  the  office  of  whidi 
he  is  the  incumbent.   His  oath  of  office  as  register  was  first  taken  Jan- 
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has  held  all  chairs  in  N  th  lodge  and  chapter  s;ive  that  of  master  in  the 
furnier.  He  married.  May  _»o,  1S74.  Helen  li.,  dau^diier  ut  J»ihn  \V. 
Richmond.  ()f  Adams.  Of  their  six  chihlren.  a  daughter  Helen  is  de- 
ceased; Edna  is  the  wife  of  Fred  J.  Buntin,  clerk  in  the  Adams  postoffice; 
John  is  in  the  office  of  the  L.  L.  Brown  Paper  Company.  Adams;  George 
is  an  agent  for  the  John  Hancock  Life  Insurance  Ccmpany;  and  Edith 
and  Ruth,  students. 


Henry  Sturgcs.  of  Dalton.  is  a  direct  descradant  of  one  of  the 
early  Cape  Cod  families  that  about  the  year  1800  left  their  homes  in  that 
sandy  stretch  of  land  to  take  up  their  abode  in  the  beautiful  and  fertile 
district  of  Berkshire  coimty.    Thomas  Sturges.  with  his  two  brothers, 

William  aii<l  Kus^cll.  accompanie<l  by  their  father,  settle*!  in  the  ncisfh- 
boring  town  of  Lee.  Thomas  Sturges  was  a  weaver  by  trade,  auti  simhi 
after  his  removal  to  East  Lee  formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother  and 
carried  on  business  as  a  mason  and  stone  cutter  for  several  years.  He 
wedded  Mary  Hinckley,  who  was  also  bom  in  Cape  Cod,  at  Sandwich, 
but  prior  to  her  marriage  reniove<l  to  Lee.  They  became  the  parents 
of  seven  children:  IvKvin,  l»>rn  iX<x».  m  I^e.  MassacluisettN.  died  in 
1901  at  the  advanced  age  ot  ninety-three  \ears;  l-!lizabeth,  born 
married  Carlos  Finney,  of  Lee;  Mary  A..  lx>rn  1813,  married  Ortor 
Heath,  of  Tyringham,  Massachusetts;  Charles,  bom  1815.  married 
Lucretia  GifTord,  of  Lee;  Lydia  D.,  bom  1817.  married  Henry  Coe.  of 
Lee;  Henry  f sec  forward);  Georjje.  born  1822.  marrie<l  Lydia  Miner. 
an<l  after  her  dealli  wedded  llamial)  K\!e.     He  died  in  iS(k). 

Henry  Sturges.  horn  in  Lee,  Massachusetts,  May  5,  iSjo,  sjjcnt 
his  early  days  on  the  home  farm,  began  his  education  in  the  district 
schools,  and  afterward  attended  the  private  school  conducted  by  Alex- 
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ander  Hyde,  at  Lee.   After  completing  his  education  he  was  a  clerk  in 

a  store  in  Landisfield  ior  a  time.    In  1841  he  established  a  grocer)- 
store  in  Lee,  but  afterward  suld  out  and  learned  the  paper-maker  s  trade 
with  Ortor  Heath,  his  brother-in-law.   Five  years  later  th^  fonned  a 
partnership  and  began  the  manui^cture  of  paper  at  East  Lee,  ccmducting 
the  factory  there  for  ten  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  Mr.  Sturges 
sold  his  interest  to  Mr.  Heath.   During  several  succeeding  years  he 
was  foreman  and  overseer  in  a  number  of  paixr  mills,  including  the 
Benton  il-  ("larfield  mills,  Wmett  &  Gilmorc's  mill,  and  May  &  Rogers' 
mill.    In  1872  he  entered  the  eniplox-  of  Byron  Weston,  of  Dalton,  with 
whom  he  remained  until  he  retired  from  the  active  business  life  at  the 
age  of  seventy-four  years,  after  a  continuous  connecti<Mi  with  that  house 
of  twenty-two  years.   In  1873  he  removed  into  the  home  which  he  now 
occupies.    He  has  reached  the  advance<l  ag^e  of  eighty-four  years,  can 
read  without  glasses,  and  enjuys  ri)l)ust  heahli. 

In  1849  Mr.  Sturges  married  LycHa  Derbon  Kelley.  a  daughter  ot 
Samuel  and  Luanda  Kelley,  of  Rutland,  Vermont  Their  tmly  son, 
William  Henry,  bom  January  20,  i860,  died  January  12,  1868.  Mr. 
Stui^  was  in  early  manhood  a  supporter  of  the  Whig  party,  and  is 
now  a  staunch  Republican,  while  he  and  his  wife  attend  tfic  Congrega- 
tional church. 

DAVID  JOSIAH  PRATT. 
David  Josiah  Pratt,  of  Dalton,  who  is  an  author  of  more  than 
local  repute,  is  descended  directly  from  Sir  William  Pratt,  who  came 

to  this  country  from  Scotland  in  the  seventeenth  century,  settling  in 

the  eastern  part  of  MaNNachusetts.  One  branch  of  tlic  family  is  de- 
scended from  Ephraini  Pratt,  who  settled  at  Shuteslnii  \ ,  Massachusetts. 
Hb  tombstone  is  a  notable  onie  among  those  found  in  the  old  cemeteries 
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of  the  state.  The  inscription  states  that  the  deceased  never  ate  any 
meat,  was  never  kiiowu  to  use  prolanity,  and  swung  the  scythe  for  one 
hundred  and  one  consecutive  years,  that  at  the  age  of  one  hundred 
years  he  could  mount  a  horse  without  assistance,  and  that  he  died  in 
his  one  hundred  and  seventeenth  year. 

Abraham  Pratt,  son  of  Ephraim  Pratt,  was  bom  in  Shutesbury, 
Massachusetts,  and  spent  his  entire  hie  there,  l«  liouing  tlic  uccujxition 
of  farming.  His  children  were:  Ruswell,  who  hved  in  White  Creek, 
New  Yoiic;  Horace,  who  afterward  Uved  in  Lenox,  Massachusetts; 
Jod,  WiUard,  Sylvanus,  Heniy,  Edwin,  Almira,  Susannah,  and  an- 
other, who  was  also  a  resident  of  Shutesbury. 

Of  this  family  Horace  Pratt  was  bom  April  21,  1808,  and  when  a 
v  iuul;  man  rennned  ti  1  lx'n«  x,  Massachusetts.  During  his  early  years 
there  he  wurked  uiK)n  a  farm,  and  afterward  purchased  a  tract  of  land 
which  he  cultivated  on  his  own  account.  In  1828  he  married  Sally 
Elliott  Parsons,  a  direct  lineal  descendant  of  Sir  John  Parsons,  who  was 
lord  mayor  of  London  in  1704.  She  was  bom  in  Durham,  Connecti- 
cut, May  13,  181 1.  The  Parsons  family  became  one  of  the  influential 
families  of  Len«>x.  Massaclnisetts.  where  they  located  in  1822.  Horace 
and  Sally  Pratt  had  children;  Mary,  h-ni  \«p\entlj<;r  11,  1829,  mar- 
ried Leverett  Tillotson,  of  Lenox,  Massachusetts,  and  died  in  1875; 
Maria,  died  in  infancy;  David  J.,  of  whom  later;  Frances  C,  bora  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1847,  wife  of  A.  D.  Johnson,  of  Dalton ;  Emma  J.,  bora  May 
28,  1853,  wife  of  E.  M.  Warren,  of  Dalton. 

David  I.  Pratt  was  horn  in  Lenox.  Massachusetts,  M.irch  18,  1840, 
and  during  his  y  m:Ii  receive<l  the  usual  training  of  a  fanner  lx>y  in 
the  labors  of  field  and  meadow  and  in  the  public  schools.  Later  he  at- 
tended the  Lenox  Academy,  of  which  he  is  a  graduate,  and  when  that 
institution  celebrated  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  its  founding  in 
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1903  he  attended  the  centennial  exercises.  At  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  he  entered  upon  his  business  career  as  a  dealer  in  grain,  hay,  and 
feed  at  LciiDX,  carrying  on  the  ciitci prise  fur  tliree  year>.  lie  then  re- 
inovetl  to  \\  iiKlik)r.  Massachusetts,  wh^re  he  purchased  a  farm,  but  sold 
that  property  after  three  years  and  purchased  a  tract  of  land  of  bis 
iather«in-law,  Robert  John,  on  the  Windsor  road.  That  property  he 
afterward  sdd  to  A.  D.  Johnson,  and  it  is  now  known  as  the  Highbad 
farm,  and  turned  his  attention  to  the  livery  business.  After  conducting 
his  stables  for  a  number  of  years,  about  fifteen  years  ago  he  estal)lishc«l 
the  Irving  House  livery  stable  in  Dahon,  which  he  now  conducts.  His 
father  came  with  him  to  Dalton  and  made  liis  liome  here  until  hb  death 
in  189&  His  mother  is  still  living,  and  resides  with  h^  daughter, 
Mrs.  A.  D.  Johnson. 

Just  before  his  removal  from  Lenox.  Mr.  Pratt  was  married, 
March  9,  1863.  to  Rliza  Catherine  jdhnsnn,  .1  daughter  of  RoWrt  and 
Kiinice  (Coates)  Johnson,  of  Dalton.  Their  children  are:  i.  Lida, 
born  in  Dalton,  August  6,  1864.  died  when  two  years  of  age.  2.  Will- 
iam Robert,  born  October  21,  1866,  at  Windsor,  Massachusetts;  has 
been  proprietor  of  a  livery  business  in  Dalton  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  has  served  as  a  selectman  for  six  years.  He  married  Nettie  Sher- 
man, of  this  j)lacc.  and  they  have  six  children.  3.  (Irace  lumice.  bini 
in  Daltuu  April  16,  i860,  at  Ixime.  4.  .\rthur  .\shton.  lx)rn  Decem- 
ber 20,  1873,  is  engaged  in  business  with  his  father.  5.  Harry  Elliott, 
bom  February  19,  1879,  died  January  4.  1901,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years.  6.  David  Johnson,  bom  March  14.  1886,  associated  with 
his  father  in  business. 

Mr.  Pratt  was  a  deinity  sheriff  for  a  numl>er  of  years.  He  has 
never  taken  a  very  active  \rdrt  in  politics  asi(ie  from  casting  his  vote  iVr 
the  Republican  party.   He  was  seriously  injured  in  an  accident  which 
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almost  rcsulie<l  in  the  death  of  l'ic>i<lcm  Ivui^cvelt  when  he  was  a 
guest  in  Pitisfiol*!  stKm  after  entering;  u|>"ii  J'c  i.tiue  of  chief  executive 
f<^lo«'Tng  the  death  of  President  McKinley.  Mr.  Pratt  was  driving 
the  presidential  party  when  the  carriage  was  struck  by  a  street  car,  the 
president  being  injured,  while  one  of  the  secret  ser\'ice  men  was  killed 
and  Mr.  Pratt  was  alw)  seriously  injured.  Socially  he  is  connected 
with  tlif  Royal  Arcanum  an<l  with  the  Kni{^lu>  of  I'vthias  at  PittsfieM. 
A  man  of  scholarly  tastes,  he  has  developed  his  own  literary  talent  and 
is  the  author  of  a  number  of  plays,  and  two  of  his  later  productions  in  this 
direction.  "Roxie"  and  "Wahconah,"  have  been  presented  on  the 
stage,  meeting  with  favor  that  reflects  credit  upon  the  literary  and 
dramatic  skill  of  the  author. 


ROBERT  BURNS  DICKIE. 

Robert  Burns  Dickie,  of  Dalton,  was  born  in  Paisley,  Renfrew 
county,  Scotland,  February  28,  1839,  son  of  James  and  Catherine 
(Clarke)  Dickie.  The  father  was  a  weaver  of  Paisley,  but  died  before 
his  son  Robert  was  old  enough  to  learn  the  trade.   All  of  the  children 

came  to  America  except  the  eldest  brother.  William,  who  was  a  sf>ldier 
in  the  British  army  for  tliirty-stn 011  \cars.  Mc  visited  this  conntn*", 
but  always  lived  in  Hn^land.  Annie,  one  of  the  sisters,  accompanies! 
her  brother  Robert  to  the  United  States,  afterward  became  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Crooksackes.  and  is  living  near  Steamsville,  a  suburb  of  Pitts- 
field,  Massachusetts.  Margaret  became  the  wife  of  Robert  Sloane.  and 
they  resided  in  Ix>well.  but  lx»th  are  now  decease<l.  Jeanette  is  the  wife 
of  Andrew  Mi  Ka\.  nf  Huston.  Kohert  !!.  w.is  the  next  of  the  family. 
James  \V.  married,  and  at  his  death  left  a  large  family  in  Boston. 

Robert  B.  Dickie  in  early  life  sought  a  way  to  better  his  social  and 
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fuiancial  standing,  and,  believing  that  America  afforded  him  the  op- 
portunities  he  desired,  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  New  York  in  1852, 

when  tliirtt-x-n  years  of  n^c,  with  his  sisters  and  brother.  From  the 
metropolis  he  went  to  Steinis\  ille,  Massachusetts,  where  he  secured 
employment  in  a  woolen  mill,  but  after  six  months  he  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  learning  the  blacksmith's  trade  in  tlie  town  of  Richmond,  and 
there  resided  for  about  six  years.  Subsequently  he  woriced  in  Troy, 
New  York,  but  had  hardly  located  there  when  the  Civil  war  was  in- 
augurated. He  was  among  the  first  to  answer  the  call  to  arms,  en* 
listing  April  17,  j86i,  as  a  member  of  Company  C,  Second  Regiment 
New  York  Volunteers,  and  took  part  with  his  regintent  in  every  con- 
flict except  one.  He  was  wounded  four  times,  once  very  seriously,  at 
the  battle  of  Bristol  Station,  just  before  the  second  engagement  at  Bull 
Run,  and  because  of  his  injuries  was  sent  home.  After  he  returned  to 
the  annx'  lie  was  assigned  to  tlie  rec  ruiting  ser\ ice,  but  S(.)on  reji  lined 
his  regiment,  which  was  attached  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  From 
the  ranks  he  was  promoted  successively  to  corporal,  seigeant,  orderly 
seigeant,  second  lieutenant  and  first  lieutenant,  and  served  on  the  staffs 
of  Major  General  Hiram  G.  Berry  and  of  General  Joseph  B.  Cass. 

After  completing  his  term  of  enlistment  Mr.  Dickie  returned  to 
Berkslnre  county  and  resided  in  West  Stockbridge  for  five  years.  He 
then  built  a  blacksmith  shop  in  I^nesboro,  which  he  conducted  for 
several  years.  From  President  Harrison  he  received  appointment  as 
guard  in  the  government  paper  mill,  but  was  removed  by  the  succeed- 
ing Democratic  president.  In  the  meantime  he  had  purchased  a  home 
in  Dalton,  and  was  appointed  janitor  of  the  high  school  building,  in 
which  capacity  he  is  now  serving.  r^j  ,  .  -,  .)    ,  (^QQg[t: 

Whtle  hotnc  from  the  war  because  of  his  iniuries.  Mr.  Dickie  was 
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(Boyce)  Lyiicli.  Their  children  were:  Helen  E.,  married  William 
Hughes  ami  lives  in  Albany.  New  York ;  Willirmi  L.,  a  resident  of  North 
Adams,  Massachusetts:  Agnes  wife  of  William  Briggs,  of  Albany, 
New  Yoric;  Walter  Scott,  who  is  a  conductor  on  the  Berkshire  Street 
railroad;  Jessie  May,  married  William  H.  Demont,  and  resides  in 
Watertown.  New  York:  and  James  G..  also  livinp  in  Watertown.  For 
his  second  wife  Mr.  Dickie  cho^e  Mrs.  Mary  K.  Pascal  a  (!an<^hter  of 
Ira  Sprasrtie.  a  member  nf  a  well  known  Pittsfield  family.  They  have 
one  child,  Jay  Rockwell  Logan  Dickie,  who  is  now  a  student  in  the 
high  school  at  Dalton.  Mr.  Dickie  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Metiiodist  Episcopal  church  and  in  politics  he  is  a  staunch  Republican. 
Socially  he  is  connected  with  the  Masonic  lodpfe.  being  a  past  master 
of  Wisdom  7.odp:e.  F.  i't  A.  ^T.,  of  West  Stockbridge.  and  the  oldest 
member  of  Unity  lodge  of  Dalton. 


ASAHEL  RAYMOND. 

The  Raymond  family  of  America  is  without  doubt  of  French 

orig^in.  The  first  authentic  record  of  its  representatives  in  America  con- 
cerns those  of  the  name  who  lived  in  the  western  part  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  head  of  the  family  there,  as  far  as  is  known,  was  .\sahcl  Ray- 
mond, who  with  his  family  removed  to  Shutesbury,  Massachusetts.  One 
of  his  descendants  was  Amos  Raymond,  who  established  his  home  at 
Hinsdale.  Berkshire  county,  and  married  Lena  Jackson,  a  daughter  of 
Deacon  Joshua  Jackson,  one  of  the  highly  respected  citizens  of  his 
locnlitv  They  had  four  children:  .\braliam.  who  wa-:  proprietor  of 
a  hotel  at  Sandy  Lake.  New  York,  where  he  died  scum  after  his  mar- 
riage; Asahd.  bom  March  13.  1809,  who  conducted  a  farm  in  the  town 
of  Peru,  Bericshirc  county,  and  died  in  October,  i8go;  Ann  Saphronia. 


$84 


BERKSHIRE  CO  UX  TV 


who  became  the  wife  of  Janics  Madison  \\  liipplc.  and  dic<l  in  (licshire; 
Anscna,  whu  married  Humphrey  Hicknell.  «»t  Windsor,  Massachusetts, 
and  resides  in  Pitts^ld.  and  they  had  five  children. 

Asahel  Raymond,  second  child  of  Amos  Raymond,  was  married 
twice.  He  first  wedded  Electa  Curtis,  of  Dalton«  a  daughter  of  John 
Curtis,  and  they  had  five  children:  i.  Miner\a,  married  Silas  Sears, 
of  Hawley.  Massachusetts,  and  they  had  two  children — Frank,  de- 
ceased, and  Minnie,  the  wife  HerlnTt  l)a\ i<l->'in.  2.  Louisa,  married 
Henry  Sejirs.  of  Hawley.  a  brother  of  Silas  Scars,  anil  they  had  two 
children — Frank,  of  Dalton.  and  Emma,  the  wife  of  Irving  Mecum, 
of  Dalton.  3.  Ames  E.,  married  Enmia  Warren,  of  Windsar.  resides 
in  Hinsdale  and  has  nine  children.  4.  John  C.  residing  in  Spring- 
field, Massachusetts;  married  .Anabella  Ballou.  of  Bccket,  Massachu- 
setts, and  they  had  four  children.  5.  Asahel  Raymond,  of  this  review. 
After  the  tieath  of  his  first  wife  the  father  married  Sylvia  Miner,  of 
Windsor.  Massachusetts,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Miner.  They  were  the 
parents  of  eight  children:  Sena  H.,  who  is  represented  elsewhere  in 
this  volume;  Samuel  M..  Abraham  J.,  Daniel  G..  Lyman  W.,  James 
M.,  Charles  H.  and  War>'  L. 

Asahel  Raymond  was  born  June  iS.  1S39.  in  what  is  now  the  town 
of  Peru.  Berkshire  county.  The  family  was  lart;c.  and,  it  being  neces- 
sary for  him  to  in  the  development  vi  the  home  farm,  he  was 
given  charge  of  the  herd,  and  was  known  as  the  shepherd  of  the  house- 
hold. At  the  age  of  twenty-three  years  he  left  the  old  home  farm  and 
made  his  way  to  Pittsiield,  Massadiusetts.  Not  long  afterward  he 
assumed  the  management  of  the  Hale  farm,  on  North  street,  conducti 
ing  that  i)r<ii)erty  for  five  years.  S'mjii  after  his  niai  riagc  he  purchased 
the  Prince  farm,  in  Hinsdale,  which  he  cultivated  and  iniproxed  fur 
twenty-eight  years,  raising  the  crops  best  adapted  to  soil  and  climate. 
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He  was  quite  successful  in  his  undertakings*  and  continued  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  until  190 1.  when  he  sold  his  farm  in  Hinsdale  and 

boiig^ht  a  nice  residence  on  Curtis  avenue  in  Dalton.  where  he  is  now 
living.  His  political  sii])i!nrt  is  ejiven  the  RciuiMican  party,  luil  lie 
never  takes  an  active  iiitcixxi  in  political  work.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  church. 

Mr.  Raymcmd  was  married.  May  16,  1866,  to  Mary  E.  Pease,  of 
Middlefield  township,  and  they  have  four  children:  Jennie  P.,  bom 
April  17.  1868.  became  the  wife  of  Harris  Emmons;  William  A.,  bom 
XovcnilKM-  _'5,  1871,  is  empliivcd  on  the  Allen  stock  farm  near  Pitts- 
field;  Lizzie  \\..  Ixirn  August  1877,  ^^^^  wiic  of  Edgar  E.  Ford, 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  Ford  &  Parker,  of  Dalton,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Clayton  E.  and  Elsie  M. ;  Susan  E.,  bora  1881,  is  the  wife  of 
Geoiige  Thompson,  of  Pittsfield. 

HARRY  E.  WEEKS. 

Lenuifl  \\  ccks,  troni  whom  is  descended  Harry  E.  W'ci-ks.  late  of 
Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  was  an  etirly  settler  in  Norwich,  now  Hunt- 
ington, Massachusetts.  His  son,  Frederic  Weeks,  bora  in  Norwich, 
i8ic^  died  in  Chester,  Massachusetts,  November  i,  1892.  He  married 
Lois  Ely,  daughter  of  Elihu  Ely,  of  West  Springfield,  and  a  descendant 
of  the  Chapin  family  of  Chicopee.  Mr.  Weeks  was  a  carpenter  and  had 
a  farm  in  (  hesler,  where  he  h\  fd  fi  r  many  .yt-ars.  His  si^m  (  hnrles  F. 
Weeks,  Ixjrn  in  Norwich,  June  ..'o.  184S.  married  in  l  ehruary.  1869, 
Gara  Allen,  daughter  of  Alfred  Allen,  of  Becket,  Massachusetts.  He 
became  a  brakeman  on  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  in  1864,  and  later 
a  conductor  and  baggage-master.  After  some  time  spent  with  the  New 
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and  night  train  dispatcher  at  Pittsfield,  on  the  Boston  &  Albany  Rail- 
road, in  1873,  and  in  1885  the  office  was  renmved  to  Pittsfield  Junction, 
where  h^  was  assistant  day  di^tcher  for  nine  years,  then  doing  night 
duty  until  1897,  when  he  became  chief  dispatcher  on  the  death  of  the 

late  Mr.  Jenks.  He  and  his  family  attend  the  Baptist  church.  He  has 
two  sons.  The  fii'^t  was  Tlarry  K.  Weeks.  Ixirn  in  West  Sprinijik'ui. 
October  2,  1 87 1.  Wlien  he  was  two  years  old  his  jxi rents  removed  to 
Pittsfield,  Massachusetts^  where  he  received  his  initial  schoolinjf.  In 
x888,  when  sixteen  years  of  age,  he  entered  the  office  of  H.  Neill  Wilson 
to  take  up  the  study  of  architecture,  and  remained  there  for  a  period  of 
three  years,  primarily  as  student,  latterly  as  chief  draughtsman.  In 
1890  he  went  to  Boston  to  enter  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Tech- 
nology, where  he  took  a  special  course  in  architecture,  and  there  re- 
mained one  yean  He  then  re-entered  the  office  of  Mr.  Wilson  at  Pitts- 
field. and  contimied  in  his  employ  as  chief  draughtsman  until  April,  1902, 
\\lien  he  established  himself  in  the  ?amc  profession,  with  offices  in  the 
Melville  buildintj.  Onrinp:  Mr.  Weeks'  loii^j  term  of  service  with  Mr. 
Wilson  he  was  necessarily  connected  with  that  well-known  architect's 
extensive  and  imix>rtant  work  throue^hout  Berkshire  county  (see  Mr. 
Wilson's  personal  history,  this  volume),  and  subsequently  had  a  con- 
stantly increamng  business  of  his  own,  his  work  embracing  the  town 
hall  at  Stodcbridge,  the  Clapp-Frothingham  and  Casey  and  Bacon  and 
other  blocks  and  numerous  dwelling  houses.  In  1905  he  removed  to 
Geveland,  Ohio,  where  he  is  engaged  in  business. 

Mr.  Weeks  married,  .February  23,  1896,  Alice  Tuggey,  of  Pitts- 
field, Massachusetts,  and  they  have  one  son,  Ellis  Francis  Weeks.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Weeks  belonrj  to  the  Rajitist  chnrch.  of  the  Snnday  school  of 
which  Mr.  Weeks  actetl  as  siijierintendent  for  two  years.  They  resided 
up  t"  the  date  of  their  removal  from  Pittsfield,  as  al)ovc  n<ited.  at  Wood- 
lawn  Inn,  Momingside,  a  hotel  built  and  still  owned  by  Mr.  Weeks. 
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JOHN  COLLINS  GORTX^N. 

The  history  of  the  Gordon  family  is  identical  with  that  of  many 
of  the  Engflish  families  who  came  to  America  to  seek  new  surroundings, 
they  being  attracted  by  the  possibilities  offered  to  young  men  in  the 
business  Kfe  of  the  new  world.    The  pioneer  ancestor  of  the  Gordon 

familv  was  Jf^hn  Cordon,  ijrandfaflu'r  nf  J"bn  C.  Gordon,  who  was  the 
first  of  that  name  to  settle  in  Xew  England.  He  wa^  the  ancestor  of  a 
large  family,  which  in  due  course  of  time  married  and  had  chhildren» 
these  having  located  in  the  various  parts  of  the  United  States. 

Joshua  Gordon,  son  of  John  Gordon,  and  father  of  John  C.  Gor- 
don, when  a  young  man  settled  in  the  state  of  New  Hampshire.  He 
married  F.unice  Hazard,  of  Adams,  a  direct  descendant  of  the  old  Roger 
Williams  stock  of  the  |)lantati<ni  <if  Pn i\ itlence.  Rhode  Island.  They 
spent  their  married  life  in  the  neighboring  town  of  Hancock,  Massa- 
chusetts. The  Gordon  family  were  one  of  the  old  remnants  of  the 
Quakers  in  this  vicinity,  and  Joshua  was  an  attendant  at  Quaker  serv- 
ices as  long  as  he  was  able  to  stand  the  task  of  going.  The  family  were 
farmers,  adhered  to  the  tenets  of  the  old  school,  and  labored  earnestly 
and  unceasingly  in  their  endeavor  to  improve  their  surroundings.  Five 
children  were  lii>rn  to  Joshua  and  I'.unicc  (lordon:  Maiy  Etta,  de- 
ceased; Almira,  deceased:  John  Collins,  mentioned  hereinafter;  Nancy» 
deceased;  and  Lester  who  resides  in  the  town  of  his  birth,  Hancock. 

John  Collins  Gordon,  eldest  son  of  Joshua  and  Eunice  (Hazard) 
Gordon,  was  bom  in  Hancock.  Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts,  in 
1822.  LTpon  attaining  the  age  when  he  shoidd  earn  his  ow!i  livelihood 
he  chose  the  occupation  of  farniint;,  thus  followini,'^  in  the  footsteps  of 
his  forefatluK  In  18^.6  he  located  on  a  one  luuidred  acre  farm  in  the 
town  of  Lanesboro.  Massachusetts,  purchased  by  his  father,  and  on 
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which  he  spent  some  Ncnrs.  and  this  is  now  one  of  the  best  cultivated 
and  most  productive  farms  in  tliat  section  of  the  state.  Several  men 
are  employed  on  the  place,  and  tn  1904  Mr.  Gordon  turned  the  man- 
agement of  the  estate  over  to  his  son  John,  although  he  still  keeps  a 
watchful  eye  on  all  the  details.  Mr.  Gordon  has  been  a  mcmher  of  the 
boar<l  <if  assessors  in  his  town,  servinjj  two  terms,  and  altlmugh  averse 
to  holding  public  office  still  Iceeps  well  informed  on  all  subjects  of  local 
interest.  He  is  a  regular  attendant  at  the  services  of  the  Baptist  church, 
and  in  politics  has  has  always  adhered  to  the  principles  of  Democracy. 

In  1845  Gordon  married  Mary  A.  Eldridge,  daughter  of 
Reuben  Eldridge.  one  of  the  influential  and  hig1il\  respected  citizens  of 
West  Mainstown.  Berkshire  I  fills.  Jheir  children  were  as  follows: 
George,  married  Sarah  Patten,  of  Lanesboro.  and  died  in  leaving 
a  widow  and  three  children;  Jolm.  married  Pearl  Roberts,  of  Pittsfield; 
Reuben,  married  Juba  McCaffen;  and  Ella,  married  Frank  Pratt,  of 
Pittsfield. 

DENIS  BLAIN. 

The  Hlain  fanuiy.  wlio^c  cliiet"  characteristics  were  those  oi  hon- 
esty, industrj-  and  integrity,  left  the  home  of  their  adoption  in  Canada 
in  the  year  1868  for  the  United  States,  locating  in  Beikshire  county, 
Massachusetts,  their  object  being  to  improve  if  possible  their  financial 
condition.  Louis  and  Priscilla  Blain  for  a  number  of  years  resided 
on  a  farm  in  Canada,  and  there  reared  a  fatnily  of  seven  childrcti  ( ti\e 
boys  and  two  girls)  to  manhood  and  AvdninnlKKxl.  In  iW)4,  their  son, 
Louis  Blain,  named  fi^r  his  lather,  migrated  to  the  United  States,  locat- 
ing in  Dalton,  Massachusetts,  and  for  six  or  seven  years  thereafter 
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partnership  with  Harvey  Henry,  and  for  twenty-seven  years  they  con- 
ducted a  titiware  and  paper  btisiness  under  the  firm  name  of  Henry  & 
Blnin.  which  was  dissolved  by  the  death  of  I^nii'^  P.lain  in  i<;oi.  In 
1868,  four  years*  after  his  arrival,  his  parents,  with  the  remainder  of 
their  family,  encouraged  by  his  success,  left  the  place  where  they  had 
spent  their  married  life;  St.  Michel,  Canada,  and  took  up  their  abode 
in  Berkshire  county,  as  aforementioned.  The  only  survivor  of  the 
family  is  Denis  Blain.  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch. 

Denis  Blain  was  U^rn  in  St.  Michel.  Canada,  in  After 
availing  himself  of  the  educational  ad\antages  of  that  early  day.  he 
devoted  his  attention  to  assisting  with  the  work  of  the  home  farm. 
Upon  the  arrival  of  the  family  in  Dalton,  Massachusetts,  he  secured 
employment  in  a  woolen  mill  in  Kittredgeville,  Dalton,  where  he  re- 
mained two  years.  He  then  located  in  Pittsfield,  and  there  served  an 
apprenticeship  at  the  trade  of  carpenter,  and  for  fifteen  years  after  com- 
pletine^  the  same  worked  as  a  jtturneyni;in  cari)emer.  fie  then  entered 
into  jKirtnership  with  Gec»rge  W.  Merriam  and  Euclid  Mecure,  the  firm 
conducting  business  under  the  style  of  Blain.  Merriam  &  Mecure.  This 
connection,  however,  was  of  short  duration,  and  for  the  past  twenty- 
two  years  he  has  conducted  a  jobbing  and  contracting  business  in  the 
building  line  under  his  own  name.  Mr.  Blain  is  practical  and  pro- 
gressi\e  in  his  nieili<K!s,  and  this  fai  t  accounts  for  the  success  which  has 
attended  his  efforts.  I  le  is  a  de\out  Latluilic.  attemUng  the  Notre  Dame 
church,  as  do  all  his  family,  and  his  political  support  is  given  to  the 
Democratic  party.  He  serves  in  the  capacity  of  trustee  for  Walter 
Blain,  son  of  his  brother,  Louis  Blain,  who  at  the  present  time  (1905) 
is  a  student  at  college. 

In  1881  Mr.  Blain  was  united  in  marriajje  to  Eliza  \\  ihnot, 
daughter  of  Francis  ami  Christina  ^Belaiigerj  W  ilmot,  and  a  direct 
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descendant  nf  one  of  the  earliest  l-reiuh  pioneer  settler^  in  the  United 
States.  Their  children  are:  i.  Elsie,  bom  in  1882,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Uoyd  FiUio,  and  they  and  their  two  children  make  their  home 
in  Greenfidd.  2.  Leo,  bom  in  1885.  resides  at  home,  and  is  employed 
at  the  Eaton-Huriburt  P&per  Company.  3  and  4.  John  and  Artemus 
(twins),  Ixirn  in  if^O,  reside  at  liome;  the  termer  is  employed  in  the 
plumbing  business,  and  the  latter  is  fdling  a  clerkship  in  a  st<;>re.  5. 
Marie,  born  in  1892  resides  at  home  and  is  attending  school.  6.  Mar- 
guerite, bora  in  1895,  also  resides  at  home  and  attends  school.  Mr. 
Blain  has  always  endeavored  to  give  his  children  the  benefit  of  a  good 
education,  which  is  so  essential  to  success  in  life. 


FRANCIS  XAVIER  POITRAS. 

Among  the  French  Canadian  settlers  who  by  constant  application 
to  his  own  affairs  and  industrious  and  economical  habits  has  become 
<me  of  Pittsfield's  best  adapted  sons  stands  con^cuously  Francis  X. 
Poitras.  who  was  bom  in  St.  Rocic  village,  in  the  province  of  Quebec, 
Canada,  in  1861,  whither  the  ancestors  of  the  family  came  in  the  year 
1800. 

Joseph  Andre  Poitras,  the  father,  was  a  prosperous  farmer  of  tlie 
village  of  St  Rock,  owning  and  conducting  one  of  the  best  farms  in 
that  vicinity.  A  saw  mill  located  on  the  property  was  operated  by 
Mr.  Poitras,  wherein  was  manufactured  building  material  from  the 
rough  logs  which  he  purchased,  by  the  river,  and  he  floated  and  rafted  his 
product  to  the  nearhy  markets.  He  married  Esther  (iuillult,  who  bore 
him  a  family  of  six  sons  and  five  daughters,  all  of  whom  were  i^ucn 
the  best  educational  advantages  procurable  in  that  then  unsettled  dis- 
trict.  The  children  were:   i.  Esthur,  bora  1848,  became  the  wife  of 


BERKSHIRE  COUNTY 


391 


Nazarre  Pichie,  and  they  and  their  family  make  their  hopie  in  St.  PauU 
Ftovince  of  Quebec.  2.  Joseph  Andre,  bom  1850.  is  married  and  re- 
sides with  his  family  in  Montreal,  Canada.  3.  Emma,  bom  1852,  be- 
came the  wife  of  Camille  Beaudouin.  and  they  reside  in  Montreal, 
Canada.  4.  Ix)iiis  T..  bom  1854.  i?^  married  and  has  a  family:  he  re- 
sides on  the  lionustcafl  in  the  vi]la.i,'c  of  St.  l\<ick.  Oncliec.  Canada.  5. 
Mary,  horn  1856,  hecame  the  wife  of  Medcric  jervais.  and  died  at  the 
age  of  thirty  years,  leaving  no  children.  6.  Rose  D.,  bora  1857.  became 
the  wife  of  Phillip  Muloin.  .ind  they  reside  in  St.  Rock,  Quebec, 
Canada.  7.  Francis  X..  mentioned  hereinafter.  8.  Zipherina,  bora 
1863.  became  the  wife  of  Alford  Peltier,  and  they  with  their  children 
reside  in  Montreal.  <).  Joscpli  O..  horn  i8^>5.  is  marnctl  and  lias  :i 
family;  he  is  a  snccessliil  medical  pra(.titi< mcr  oi  Montreal,  Canada. 
10.  J.  Ely,  bora  1866,  rector  of  St.  Calixde  Catliolic  churcli  in  the 
diocese  of  Montreal,  Canada.  11.  J.  Emanuel,  bora  1868,  a  resi- 
dent of  Montreal,  Canada,  where  he  is  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits. 

Francis  X.  Pottras  attended  the  district  school  adjacent  to  his 
home,  alter  which  he  i)i!rsued  a  two  years'  course  at  L  .Vssumplion  Col- 
lege. He  then  returned  to  his  home,  and  until  he  attained  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  assisted  with  the  various  duties  of  the  farm.  He  then, 
resolved  to  leara  a  trade  and  accordingly  turned  his  attention  to  the 
wood  working  business.  He  spent  three  years  in  Canada,  and  then 
came  to  the  United  States.  In  1882  he  located  in  Chicago,  Illinois, 
where  he  soon  secured  employment,  remainingf  about  two  years.  He 
then  returneii  to  Canada,  wlu-re  he  spent  a  few  nu>nths,  and  in  1SH5  he 
came  to  rittsficld,  Berkshire  connty,  Massachusetts,  and  went  to  work 
for  George  Houle  as  a  carpenter,  then  for  Colonel  Richardson,  and  for 
the  past  fifteen  years  has  worked  in  his  present  position,  being  con- 
nected with  the  Ward  Wood-Working  Company.     Mr.  Poitras  is  a 


393 


BERKSHIRE  COUNTY 


Republican  in  politics,  and  holds  membership  in  several  organizations, 
among  them  being  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen. 

In  1893  Mr.  Poitras  married  Mary  E.  Parker,  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Nora  Parker,  members  of  one  of  the  highly  esteemed  families  of 

PittsfieUI.  Their  chihldren  are:  Francis  T<«eph.  lx)m  March  4.  1896; 
arnl  Raymond  R..  Ixini  Marcli  -'4,  i<><j_'.  Mr.  }'<iitras  has  acquireil 
SC'lue  property  in  Pitl.'fieM.  possessintj  a  home  of  which  any  man  mi^t 
be  proud,  which  is  adorned  with  the  hamlicraft  of  his  wife,  who  is  an 
artist  of  more  than  passing  note. 


BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  GREEN. 

A  name  fainihar  throughout  lUrkshirc  county  is  tliat  ol  Benjamin 
Franklin  Green,  who  fur  more  tlian  thirty  years  was  one  of  Pittsfield's 
most  respected  citizens.  He  was  the  son  of  Peleg  Green,  who  married 
Cynthia,  daughter  of  Daniel  Potter,  a  representative  of  one  of  the  old 
and  highly  respected  families  of  Cheshire,  Massachusetts.  They  were 
the  parents  of  two  sons:  Jerome,  who  on  reaching  manho«^<l  fno\e<l  to 
Jackson.  Micliii^an,  where  lie  was  killed  liy  an  accident;  and  lienjaniin, 
to  1)0  further  mentioned.  During  the  troubles  preceding  the  outbreak  of 
the  Mexican  war,  Mr.  Green  enlisted  in  the  army,  was  ordered  away 
and  never  after  heard  from.  After  this  event  Mrs.  Green  returned  to 
her  old  home  in  Massachusetts,  where  she  passed  the  remainder  of  her 
life,  dying  in  1841.  She  was  devoted  to  her  children,  whom  slu-  n  irol 
in  the  strictest  priiu  i])Ics  of  \  irtiie.  and  her  son  Beujainin  delighted  to 
ascribe  his  success  t<'  her  maternal  influence. 

Benjamin  Franklin  Green,  son  of  Peleg  and  Cynthia  (Potter) 
Green,  was  bom  February  22,  1823,  in  Syracuse,  New  York,  and  was 
a  young  child  when  taken  by  his  mother  to  Cheshire,  Massachusetts. 
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He  received  there  such  an  educatfon  as  the  district  schools  of  that  period 
afforded,  and  afterward  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  whcel- 
wripht.  which  he  made  his  life  calling  and  followed  with  great  success. 

Durinc:  h\<  l.iti-r  ycar<  ho  t<»<>k  pleasure  in  pojntiiifj:  with  commendable 
pride  to  the  many  magnificent  jiuhhc  :iii<l  private  buildinj^^  scattered 
throughout  Berkshire  county  on  which  he  lia<l  worked  as  head  car- 
penter. On  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Green  w^as  one  of  the 
first  to  offer  his  services  to  his  country,  but  was  rejected  by  the  examin- 
ing physician.  He  was  afterward  drafted,  and,  by  a  remarkable  coinci* 
dence,  the  same  physician  passed  him  as  eligible.  In  1868  Mr.  Green 
niove'I  from  Cheshire  (•>  rittsfieM.  wliere  the  reiiiaiii<ler  nf  liis  life  was 
si>ent.  and  with  which,  during  l<inj^  residence,  he  became  thoroughly 
identified.    In  1898  lie  retired  from  business. 

Mr.  Green  married,  in  1844.  Lydia  King  of  Hoosick,  New  York, 
and  among  the  five  children  bom  to  them  who  died  in  infancy  was 
Wallace,  who  was  horn  in  1850.  and  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  months. 
Tlie  sole  survivor  of  this  family  is  Emma  (iertrude,  who  was  horn  in 
1854,  and  is  the  wife  of  Cliarles  B.  Watkins.  proprietor  of  tlie  United 
States  Hotel,  Pittsfield.  They  ha\'e  one  child,  Fannie,  bom  in  1884. 
After  the  death  of  his  wife  Mr.  Green  married,  in  1868,  Jane  M., 
daughter  of  Diaries  and  Mary  Bartram,  of  Williamstown,  Massachu- 
setts, and  of  this  marriage  were  bom  three  children,  only  one  of  whom 
survives:  Aptjadola  Rosa,  who  was  horn  in  !H~rt.  in  T'iltsfu'IiI.  and 
became  the  wife  mj  v.  iiarks  B.  Shaw.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shaw  reside  with 
tlie  latter's  mother,  in  I'iitsfield. 

During  Mr.  Green's  later  years  he  was  always  in  the  habit  of  at- 
tending personally  to  the  repairing  of  his  property,  which  he  kept  in 
perfect  condition,  and  it  was  while  eng^ed  in  shingling  his  house  that 
he  suddenly  expired,  his  death  being  the  result  of  heart  failure.  He 


394 


BERKSHIRE  COUNTY 


bad  apparently  been  in  goixl  lienlili  until  that  nioment.  His  loss  was 
mourned  as  that  of  a  man  who  Iiad  been  faithful  to  every  trust  reposed 
in  him,  and  he  left  behind  him  the  memory  of  an  upright  citizen  and  a 
sincere  Christian. 


PHILIP  A.  LOWE. 

Among  the  younger  merchants  of  Pittsfictd,  Philip  A.  Lowe  has 
won  recognition  as  a  valuaUe  addition  to  the  business  circles  of  the 
county  seat 

He  was  bom  in  Savannah.  Georgia,  November  2,  1873,  was  in 
Phillips  Aiulover  Acadeniv.  class  i.ii"  iS<;4.  ami  Massachusetts  College 
o£  riiannacy,  1896.  Two  years'  clerical  experience  with  a  leading 
New  York  City  ^lescription  i^armai^  equipped  him  especially  well  for 
his  entrance  into  the  retail  drug  trade,  which  he  accomplished  through 
his  purdiase  of  the  W.  K.  Rice  store  in  West  street,  Pittsfield,  removing 
to  his  present  location  at  103  North  street  in  April,  1901.  Mr.  Lowe 
has  niade  a  signilkaiil  succos  of  this,  and  has  e\  itlcnced  his  g«j<.'(J  citi- 
zenship by  investing  his  proiits  in  the  erection  of  a  number  of  substan- 
tial dwelling  houses. 

He  married,  June  5,  1900,  Alice,  daughter  of  the  late  Josqth  A. 
Cheney,  of  Waltham,  Massachusetts.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lowe  are  com* 
municants  of  St.  Stephen's  Protestant  Episcopal  church. 


MYRON  A.  SHERMAN. 

Myron  .\u>iin  Sherman,  of  Daltun,  Berkshire  county,  Massacliu- 
setts,  was  born  in  the  nearby  town  of  Worthington,  in  Hampshire 
county,  December  29,  1836.  His  ancestors  were  Ei^lish,  a  laige  num- 
ber of  the  Sherman  family  having  settled  in  the  vicinity  of  Providence, 
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Rhode  Island,  prior  to  the  Rcvolutionan*  war.  and  sonic  r>f  their  mem- 
bers bore  an  honorable  part  in  the  struggle  for  American  indqiendence. 

The  parents  of  Myron  A.  Sherman  were  George  and  Elizabeth 
(Parsons)  Sherman.   The  last  named  was  a  member  of  one  of  the 

pioneer  families  of  Berkshire  count)',  and  she  could  readily  recall  the 
stories  told  her  hy  her  inotlier.  Mar\-  T*arsotis,  of  her  ci<iiiing  to  the 
wilderness  on  horschack  over  the  niuuntains.  and  sctthntj  in  what  is 
now  the  town  of  Worthington.  Gecn-ge  and  Elizabeth  Sherman  lived 
upon  a  farm,  upon  which  they  reared  their  family,  namely:  i.  Syl- 
vanus,  bom  1S26;  married  Sylvia  Tnisdell,  and  they  make  their  home 
in  North  Conway.  They  have  no  children.  2.  Elizabeth,  born  1828, 
married  Madison  Knapp.  of  W'orthin^t^ mi.  and  to  them  were  born: 
James,  lives  in  Cummin^ni'n,  and  Inlia,  married  Eugene  Tappan,  and 
they  reside  in  Pittsfield.  ^  Emily,  bom  1830;  married  Fred  Richards, 
of  Ctmunington ;  they  reside  in  Northampton ;  two  children :  Nellie  and 
George.  4.  Dwight,  bom  1832,  now  deceased;  married  Louise  Blush,  * 
of  Middlefield,  Massachusetts,  and  lived  in  both  Cummington  and  West- 
field.  Their  chihhen  were  Ida  and  Emma.  5.  Mariin.  Iiom  1833;  ni'T"- 
ried  Rlleii  Parsons,  of  W  ortiiinj^t  n  ;  l»ith  (lecea.sed.  They  left  a  son, 
Edward,  who  lives  in  Easthamptun.  6.  Myron,  to  be  further  written 
of.  7.  Julia,  bom  1838.  married  James  Hillman,  of  Northampton; 
their  children :  Fred.  Harvey  and  George. 

Myron  Austin  Sherman,  next  to  the  youngest  child  of  George  and 
Elizabeth  (Parsons)  Sherman,  was  horn  in  1836.  As  a  boy  he  attended 
the  district  schools  in  liis  nati\e  xiilaij^e,  and  when  of  sutticicnt  age  as- 
sisted in  the  farm  work,  to  which  he  became  so  habituatt'<]  that  he  has 
practically  followed  the  same  avocation  throughout  his  life.  When  he 
was  nineteen  years  old  he  left  the  parental  roof  and  engaged  to  work 
for  a  farmer  at  some  little  distance.   His  first  employer  was  David  .C. 
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Smith,  who  besides  manac;in<j  a  farm  conducted  a  himber  business  on 
North  street,  in  the  town  of  Dalton.  Mr.  Smith  took  him  on  a  month's 
trial,  but  the  engagement  was  destined  to  be  extended  to  the  long  term 
of  twenty-six  years— a  most  unusual  period  for  two  persons  to  remain 
so  associated,  as  employer  and  employee,  and  testifying  in  unmistakable 
way  the  gnod  (|uaHties  of  both. 

Duriiii;  this  lime,  in  May.  iH6j,  Mr.  Sherman  married  Miss  I.u- 
ciiida  KichmoiiU  Booth,  daughter  of  Philander  Booth,  who  occupied  the 
Booth  farm  between  Hinsdale  and  Dalton.  Of  this  union  were  bom 
the  following  children:  i.  Nettie  A.,  bom  July  ii,  1866;  she  married 
Selectman  W.  R.  Pratt,  son  of  David  J.  Pratt,  of  Dalton;  they  make 
their  home  in  Dalton.  and  have  a  large  family.  2.  David  bom 
Octol)er  24,  iSr>H.  whu  is  emplo\c<l  in  WcsIimi  s  mill:  he  married  (Ger- 
trude Bellows;  they  have  no  children.  3.  Lizzie  J.,  born  in  1871;  slie 
married  William  Depew,  of  Dalton.  who  is  now  deceased.  4.  Kate  J., 
bom  October  4^  1877,  who  lives  at  home.  5.  Fannie  E.,  born  in  1880, 
who  only  lived  to  the  age  of  fifteen  years. 

Mr.  Sherman  is  a  man  of  high  character  and  excellent  business 
qnalifications,  and  is  litld  in  m'licrai  c^tc-cni.  l  or  a  nninl>er  of  years  he 
has  served  in  tlic  i)o-iti<tn  of  selectman.  With  his  family  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  MetiuMlist  Episco|>al  church,  and  as  a  trustee  he  bears  a  full 
share  of  the  labor  of  church  maintenance.  In  politics  he  is  a  Rqmb- 
lican. 

ROBERT  McCREA. 

Robert  Mct'rea.  senior  na-mher  of  tlu-  firm  of  Robert  -McCrea  & 
S<in>,  ^r:im  dealers,  of  Dalton,  was  born  in  Clint*)n  covnity,  New  York, 
December  20,  1834.  His  parents  were  James  and  Jane  McCrea,  and 
his  grandparents  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Qinton  county,  in 
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what  was  then  a  frontier  district,  living  there  at  the  time  of  the  hostili- 
ties between  the  American  colonists  and  the  English  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  French  and  Indians  of  the  St.  LaiRTence  riwr  district  on  the 

other.  The  name  of  Jane  McCrea  is  tniiiul  in  history  l^ecnuse  ot  the 
terrible  death  she  suffered  at  the  han<is  of  the  Itvlians.  James  and 
Jane  McCrea,  parents  of  Robert  McCrea,  reared  a  family  of  six  chil- 
dren: John,  bom  in  1830;  Alexander,  1832:  Robert,  1834;  Jane,  1836; 
Rnth,  1838;  and  Georjaje,  1841.  All  are  deceased  except  Robert  and 
Ruth,  the  latter  married  and  living  in  the  west. 

Robert  McCrea  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  town,  but  in  early  life  had  to  labor  in  order  to  help  support  the 
family.  In  his  youth  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  fol- 
lowed for  many  years.    On  leavinj?  the  Empire  state  he  remowl  to 

Vermont,  and  later  to  rhilaiiclphia.  Pennsylvania,  where  he  si)ent 
fifteen  years  as  foreman  for  the  contracting  firm  of  Harris  &  Smith, 
being  a  very  valuable  employe.  He  then  went  to  Maryland,  but 
though  he  resided  in  various  towns  and  cities  in  that  state  he  did  not 
tarry  long  there.  In  1880  he  returned,  establishing  his  home  in  the 
town  of  Peru,  Berkshire  county,  where  he  secured  a  tract  <n  land  ami 
successfully  carried  on  farming.  There  was  also  a  saw  mill  on  the 
place  and  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  rough  lumber.  The  old 
mill  is  still  standing,  but  is  not  now  in  operation.  In  1891  Mr.  Mc- 
Crea sold  his  farm  to  his  eldest  son,  George,  and,  purchasing  a  lot  on 
Depot  street  in  Dalton,  erected  the  residence  which  lue  now  ocaipies. 
He  also  opened  a  store  on  the  same  street,  and  as  senior  member  of  the 
firm  of  McCrea  &  Sons  is  engaged  in  dealing  in  grain.   A  few  years 
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years.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  his  religious  faith  is  that  of 
the  Episcopal  church. 

While  in  Vermont,  Mr.  McCrea  met  and  married  Miss  Eliza  Will- 
iamson, of  Vcrfj;enncs,  that  state.  They  have  six  children:  i.  (ieorge 
F.»  born  1858,  now  residing  on  the  old  home  farm  in  the  town  of  Peru, 
married  Margaret  Kellenback,  and  th^r  have  three  children.  2.  Harriet, 
bom  1861.  wife  of  Harry  Floyd.  3.  Alfred  P..  bom  1864,  resides  in 
Huntington.  Massachusetts.  4.  Emma,  bom  1867,  in  Philadelphia,  died 
in  iiifancy.  5.  Robert  J..  l*irn  1872,  now  associated  in  hnsiness  witli 
his  father,  was  married  in  1891  to  Bertha  Couch.  6.  Joseph  H.,  bom 
1876,  makes  his  home  with  his  parents  in  Dallon. 


RAY  FAMILY. 

The  Ray  family  of  Pittsfield  is  the  projjeny  of  early  settlers  in 
New  York  state,  snmc  of  uhnm  \\<.\\  niorc  U-s>  distinction  during  t!'e 
colonial  period,  and  througli  MUcrniarri.iiic  they  are  descended  from 
early  Dutch  settlers  in  the  Mohawk  Valley.  Horton  Ray,  of  Cooperstown, 
New  York,  and  his  wife,  Rebecca,  whose  maiden  surname  was  Vado^ 
were  early  settlers  in  North  Adams.  Their  ancestors  were  industrious 
farming  people,  and  they  followed  the  same  occupation.  They  reared 
a  family  of  four  children.  Daniel,  who  will  be  mentioned  at  ^^rcatcr  k-!i,i;th 
presently;  Emma  Jane,  married  Abraiiam  Cohen,  and  is  now  residing 
in  Pennsylvania;  Lorena,  who  became  the  wife  of  Joseph  Moorehouse, 
and  is  residing  in  Clinton,  New  York;  and  Charles  M.,  who  is  no  longer 
living. 

Daniel  Ray  was  bom  in  North  Adams  and  resided  there  until  after 
his  marriage.  At  the  commencement  of  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  Company  G,  Forty-ninth  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volun- 
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teers.  with  which  he  served  until  honorably  <lischarged.  He  subse- 
quently came  to  Pittsfield,  where  for  some  time  he  carried  on  what 
was  known  as  the  Bell  Air  boarding  house.  In  i860  he  married  Miss 
Frances  A.  McAvoy.  daughter  of  James  D.  and  Delia  McAvoy.  of 

Pittsfielcl.  The  diildrcn  of  1  )aniil  aiul  I'laiicc-s  A.  Ray  arc:  F.lmer, 
born  in  1862;  James.  Ixini  in  il^'>4;  and  (}c<>i^o,  Ixirn  in  1867.  All 
are  residing  in  Pittsneld  and  have  been  properly  educated. 

Elmer  Ray.  who  is  tmmarried,  is  engaged  in  mechanical  pursuits. 
James  Ray  married  Carrie  Bums,  daughter  of  James  Bums  of  Pitts- 
field.  George  Ray  is  engaged  in  business  as  a  painter,  paper-hanger 
and  interior  decorator.  All  three  are  members  of  the  Sons  of  Tem- 
perance and  the  Eap[lcs.  In  [M>litics  the)  ,ict  mdfpcndctitly,  -suiipMitinix 
the  candidates  whom  they  consider  the  Ix'sl  qualified  tor  holding  public 
office.   The  family  attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 


GEORGE  WILLIAM  MERRIAM. 

The  Merriam  family,  worthily  rcjircscntcd  in  the  present  generation 
by  Cicorsfc  W.  Mcrriain,  liad  its  louiulatKm  in  Xorth  America,  in  the 
village  of  Saint  Rose,  Province  <>(  Oneliee.  (  anada.  where  they  were 
very  comfortably  situated  and  had  sufhcient  of  this  world's  goods  to  be 
classed  among  the  prosperous  farmers.  The  failure  of  crops  and  kin- 
dred misfortunes  was  the  cause  of  their  losing  their  property,  and  in 
order  to  better  their  circumstances  thev  removed  to  the  States.  The 
pioneer  emiijrant  t)f  the  fann'lv  was  F\inl  Merriani.  who  in  1852.  ac- 
companied by  h--  wiiV-  and  ten  children,  leaving  only  one  son  behind, 

Paul  Merriam,  Jr.,  located  in  Pittsfield.  Massachusetts.  . ,  , 
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During  the  residence  of  the  family  in  Canada,  farming  was  their  prin- 
cipal occupation,  but  after  their  removal  to  their  new  home  they  se- 
cured emploN-ment  in  the  mills.    By  industn*.  perseverance  and  thrift 

Atr.  Merrinni  was  enablcil  l<>  ]>ro\  i<le  a  ccnifi  rtal)Ie  home  t'i>r  liis  family, 
which  consisted  of  liis  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Anielia  Cadrett, 
and  the  followii^  named  children:    i.    Amelia,  born  wlio  be- 

came the  wife  of  Joseph  Roblard,  and  after  his  death  the  wife  of  Philip 
Yon;  she  is  the  mother  of  ten  children.  2.  George  William,  bom  1852, 
mentioned  at  length  hereinafter.  3.  David,  bom  1854.  who  married 
Minnie  Kcahcan.  4-5.  I.ncy  aiul  I^)nise  ( twins) .  hum  1S36:  Lucy  died 
wlicn  fifteen  years  -if  af.^'^c.  and  Louise  liccanic  the  wile  of  Xajwjleim 
h'ernet,  and  after  his  death  the  wife  of  Sylvester  Jk'ron.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Beron  are  now  deceased.  One  child  survives  them.  6.  Laurie,  bom 
i860,  who  became  the  wife  of  Peter  Beron,  and  they  reside  in  North 
Adams,  Massachusetts.  7.  Henry,  bora  1863,  who  married  and  has 
a  hr^c  family;  they  reside  in  North  Adams,  Massachusetts.  All  of 
the  ah((\e  named  oliihiren,  with  the  exception  of  the  first  two,  were  born 
in  tlie  state  of  .Massachusetts. 

George  W  .  Merriam  was  bom  in  Saint  Rose,  province  of  Quebec, 
Gmada,  1852.  When  an  infant  of  one  year  old  his  parents  removed  to 
Massachusetts,  where  he  was  reared  and  educated.  When  his  age  and 
strength  permitted  him  to  work  and  thus  assist  the  family,  although 
only  nine  years  of  age,  he  entered  the  mill  of  Barker  Brothers,  in  West 
Pittsfield.  After  coninuiing  at  this  occupation  for  alx)ut  four  years  he 
went  to  Northatnpton,  Massachusetts,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  car- 
penter, thoroughly  mastering  all  the  details.  Two  years  later  he  located 
at  Turner  Falls,  where  he  remained  one  and  a  half  years,  after  which 
he  removed  to  Holyoke.  Massachusetts,  where  he  spent  two  years,  em- 
ployed at  his  trade.   In  1871  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Chicago,  I  Hi- 
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nois,  as  there  was  a  great  demand  for  the  services  of  carpenters  in  tiiat 
city,  it  having'  been  visited  at  that  time  by  a  most  disastrous  fire, 

which  aliii"'<t  wijK'd  nut  the  entire  city.  Two  year-  later  he  returneil  to 
Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  and  alter  workinij  at  liis  trade  for  a  feu  years 
secured  a  position  as  overseer  in  the  bridge  department  of  the  Boston 
and  Albany  railroad,  in  which  capacity  he  served  for  twenty-two  years,- 
during  which  long  period  all  the  bridges  on  the  road  between  Springfield, 
Massachusetts,  to  Albany.  New  York,  were  chanj^ed  from  wooden 
structure?  to  strong  iron  ont-v.  There  is  no  need  to  sj)cak  ot  liis  faith- 
fulness to  the  duties  entrusted  to  him,  as  his  long  continuance  in  the 
position  speaks  for  itself.  In  1895  Mr.  Merriam  entered  into  partner- 
ship with  Denis  Blain,  and  during  the  first  year  Euclid  Mecure  was 
also  admitted  to  partnership,  the  business  being  conductetl  under  the 
stvle  t)f  P>lain.  Merriam  iS.-  Mti  uic  Shortiv  afterward  Mr.  Blain  willi- 
drew  his  interest,  and  for  the  past  nine  years  the  firm  has  been  known 
as  Merriam  &  Mecure.  They  conduct  a  building  and  contracting  busi- 
ness which  has  steadily  increased  in  volume  and  im'portance  with  each 
succeeding:  year,  and  has  won  a  high  reputation  for  honesty  and  integ- 
rity. Mr.  Merriam  supports  with  liis  \ote  the  candidates  and  measures 
of  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  an  honi  red  memher  of  the  Improved 
Order  of  Red  Men.  Royal  Arcanum  and  the  Daughters  of  Pocohontas. 

^Ir.  Merriam  was  united  in  marriage  in  1878  to  Mary  L.  Rabeau, 
and  the  issue  of  this  union  was  the  following  named  children :  George 
P..  hnn  1880,  a  ;L;arnient  maker  hy  trade;  Arthur  K.,  Ix  rn  iSSj.  a  car- 
penter by  trade;  Anna,  born  1884,  became  the  wife  of  William  S.  Mur- 
phy, of  Pittsfidd;  Archelte  D.,  bom  1886^  employed  as  grocery  clerk; 
Lena,  bom  1889;  Oara,  born  1891,  died  in  early  life;  Lea,  bom  1894, 
a  student  in  the  public  .school.    All  these  cliildren  reside  at  home  with 
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their  parents.  The  family  are  regular  attemlants  at  tlie  French  Catho- 
lic church.  The  high  position  they  occupy  in  social  circles  is  due  en- 
tirely to  their  ability  to  make  and  hold  true  and  firm  friends. 

A.  W.  SYLVESTER. 

Among  the  members  of  the  medical  profession  in  Berkshire  county 
who  have  to  excellent  purpose  specialized  their  practice,  the  gentleman 
whose  name  introduces  this  narrative  may  be  appropriatdy  numbered. 

He  is  a  native  of  Etna,  Penobscot  county,  Maine,  born  July  6, 
i86,^.  son  of  the  late  Daniel  and  I'liza  (Friend)  Sylvester,  both  natives 
of  Maine,  and  of  luiglish  colonial  ancestry.  ihe  Sylvesters  were 
originally  a  Massachusetts  family,  some  of  whom  settled  in  York  county, 
Maine,  whence  Calvin  Sylvester,  father  of  Daniel  Sylvester,  located  in 
Etna,  being  with  three  brothers  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  that  locality. 

Calvin  Sylvester  cleared  the  laiige  tract  of  land  which  he  subse* 
quently  ailtivatcd.  and  liis  son  Daniel,  follo\vini»^  his  father's  example, 
cleared  his  own  farming  lands.  The  latter  to. ik  (|uiie  an  active  interest 
in  politics,  and  was  graduated  from  the  ranks  ot  the  1  )eiii(X'racy  into 
the  Republican  party  upon  its  formation.  He  was  the  hrst  Republican 
postmaster  of  Etna,  serving  by  appointment  of  President  Lincoln.  He 
married  the  granddaughter  of  Phineas  Friend,  the  pioneer  who  first 
blazed  the  way  through  the  Penolwcot  comity  wilderness.  ♦ 

.\ll)ie  \\  .  Sylvester  reccix  ed  his  preiiiiimai  \  schooling  in  the  pub- 
lic scIkx'Is  of  Ktna,  sub-setiucmiy  entering  Maine  Centnil  Institute,  of 
Pittsfield,  Maine,  from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1884.  For  several  years  thereafter  he  taught  in  Maine  high 
schools,  and  during  this  period  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  under  the 
preceptorship  of  Dr.  F.  J.  Taylor,  of  Pittsfield,  Maine.   He  completed 
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his  course  in  medicine  at  the  Medic.il  School  of  Maine,  Bowiloin  Col- 
lege, Branswick,  Maine,  in  1892.  He  was  primarily  engaged  in  gen- 
eral i>ractice  with  offices  in  Plymouth,  Maine.  He  subsequently  located 
in  New  York  city  with  a  view  to  specializing  his  practice,  confining  it 
to  the  treatment  of  eye.  ear,  nose  and  throat.  During  this  period  he  was 
assriciated  with  the  Manhattan  live  and  Ear  TTr>s|)itnl  as  assistant  snr- 
gcon.  He  l«icatc«l  in  lf)05  in  Pittsfield.  whcie  he  has  1 -tTices  in  the  \\'i>l- 
lison  hl<xk.  North  street.  He  is  a  nietnber  of  the  Penobscot  County 
Medical  Society  and  the  Massachusetts  State  Medical  Association.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  and  Odd  Fellows  fraternities,  and  Repub- 
lican in  political  affiliation. 

He  marrie<l,  June  i  ^  Gertrude,  daughter  of  the  late  Eben 

an<l  h'.hzaK'th  (Watson)  Keildini:.  < 'f  t'alais.  Maine.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Syl- 
vester lia\  e  two  children  :  Delia  Marie,  horn  in  IMyniouth.  Maine,  March 
20,  1895,  and  Doris  May  belle,  bom  in  Rochester,  New  York,  July  15, 
1897.  The  family  reside  at  So.  58  Bartlett  avenue,  and  attend  the  First 
Congregational  church,  Pittsfield. 


JOSHUA  COOK  NICKERSON. 

Joshua  Cook  Xickerson,  one  of  the  leading  and  substantial  mer- 
chants of  PittslieUI,  Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts,  was  bom  in  Prov- 
incetown,  extremity  of  Cape  Cod,  Massachusetts,  October  20,  1837,  the 
son  of  Francis  and  Melvina  (Cook)  Nickerson.  The  name  of  Nickerson 
in  this  country  originatetl  with  two  brothers  who  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  from  I'.n.i^land,  one  settlitiji;'  <»n  Cape  Cod,  the  other  in 
Xova  Sc(Jtia.  They  both  married  and  had  large  families.  1  he  family 
followed  the  sea  for  many  years,  and  have  always  been  noted  for  their 
bravery  and  fearlessness  in  the  face  of  danger. 
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Francis  Nickercon.  father  of  Joshua  C.  Nickerson.  when  only 
eleven  years  of  afje.  s.'iile<l  .t;  a  c<u)k  1<>  tlx"  fisliinj^  fjToumls  of  the  Grand 
Bcinks.  lie  continued  so  employed  until  he  was  twenty  year?  of  age, 
when  he  became  the  master  of  a  sailing  vessel.  He  subsequently  relin- 
quished the  occupation  of  fisherman,  following  the  whaling  business  for 
many  years.  He  married  Melvina  Cook,  a  member  of  a  then  prominent 
family,  and  their  children  were:  Joshua,  mentioned  hereinafter;  Me- 
viiin.  wlio  (lied  at  theatre  nf  nine  years;  Adeline,  married  Kl)t;n  llisfjiins. 
and  they  have  one  child,  a  daughter;  Mclvena,  married  Joseph  H. 
Wood,  of  Pittsfield. 

Joshua  C.  Nickerson  in  his  boyhood  attended  school  in  winter, 
spending  his  summers  on  the  water.  He  attended  an  academy  in  East 
Greenwich.  RTiode  Island,  for  one  term.  In  the  winter  of  1856  his 
father  came  to  r'ittsficld.  then  a  small  town  of  al)out  five  thonsand  inhab- 
itants, where  he  opened  a  hsh  market,  which  he  close<l  the  following 
spring  and  returned  tn  Provincetown.  The  -next  winter,  1857,  Joshua 
and  his  father  returned  to  Pittsfield  and  again  engaged  in  the  fish  bu^- 
ness,  under  the  firm  name  of  F.  Nickerson  &  Son,  and  controlled  a  highly 
prosperous  business  for  forty-seven  years.  However,  this  success  was 
not  easily  attained:  at  that  time  it  was  almost  necessary  to  teach  the 
])eople  of  T'ittsficld  to  eat  and  relish  salt-water  fish,  and  it  was  only  by 
the  most  earnest  work  and  close  application  to  business  that  the  tlrm 
came  to  be  known  as  one  of  the  successful  and  substantial  establishments 
in  the  rapidly  growing  city.  The  death  of  the  elder  Mr.  Nickerson  oc- 
curred in  1888,  four  years  after  his  retirement  from  business,  and  his 
wife  passed  away  in  190^.  Joshua  Nickerson  conducted  the  establish- 
ment aloiie  nntil  March  iS.  igo^.  when  he  retired  from  aetixe  business 
life.  Dnrini;  his  many  years  of  earnest  labor  he  accumulated  a  com- 
fortable fortune,  and  will  be  able  to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  life  in 
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rest  atid  comfort.  Politically  he  is  a  sound  defender  of  the  principles  of 
the  Republican  part>',  and  is  interested  in  all  local  affairs.  He  is  a 
strong  temperance  advocate,  and  he  and  his  family  are  r^lar  and  con- 
sistent members  of  the  South  Congregational  church. 

Mr.  Nickerson  in  1867  was  united  in  marriage  to  Emogene  Gowdy, 
daiit,ditcr  of  Georg^e  Cowdy.  of  Scotch  descent.  Of  this  marriage,  one 
5f»n.  Cieiirji^e  (i<»\vdy  Nickerson.  was  l:<>rn  in  iSfn;.  His  death  occurred 
in  1894,  and  was  a  sad  shock  to  his  parents  and  friends. 


MARTIN  EDW  ARD  STOCKBRIDGE. 

Martin  Edward  Stockbridpe.  postmaster  at  Dalton,  was  bom  at 
Pittsficld.  Massachusetts.  .\u<,iist  h;.  1.^49.  and  is  the  last  lineal  descend- 
ant in  tile  male  line  of  l  alch  Stockbridge,  who  was  one  of  the  respected 
citizens  of  Pittsfield  about  the  year  1800.  He  was  a  carriage  smith 
and  painter,  and  worked  at  his  trade  with  Edwin  Qapp  for  a  number 
of  years.  He  had  four  children  by  his  first  marriage :  David,  Mary  A., 
Caleb,  Lyman;  and  by  his  second  marriage  there  were  two  children: 
Edward,  who  makes  his  home  in  Ansonia,  Connecticut,  and  Charles,  who 
resides  in  Mcriden.  Connecticut. 

David  Stockbridge,  the  eldest  son.  was  born  in  Pittsfield,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  devoted  much  of  his  life  to  the  tilling  of  the  soil.  He  mar- 
ried Catherine  Pttlver,  of  Schodack,  New  York,  a  direct  descendant  of 
one  of  the  sturdy  old  Dutch  families  that  settled  in  the  Empire  state  at 
an  early  day.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stockbridj^e  made  their  home  at  Pitts- 
field, an<l  the  following-  chiUlrLii  were  Ixun  t(»  them:  Martin  E. ;  Mary 
A.,  who  was  iKjrn  in  1S51,  and  w  ith  her  c»ne  child  now  makes  her  home 
in  New  York  city,  her  husband  being  deceased;  and  Walter,  who  was 
bom  in  i860,  and  died  at  Cohoes,  New  York,  about  1872. 
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Martin  Edward  Stwkbridge  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Pittsficltl  an<l  of  the  town  of  W'ashinj^ton,  antl  liis  early  years  were 
spent  uijon  farms  in  iliese  two  places.  He  afterward  worked  in  the  town 
of  Old  Hadley,  and  in  1865  returned  to  Pittsfield,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed as  a  salesman  in  a  gfrocery  store  for  several  years.  In  1873  he 
received  an  appointment  to  a  position  in  the  railway  mail  service,  and 
for  eighteen  years  traversed  the  road  between  Boston  and  Albany.  Dur- 
ing that  titne  he  was  promoted  on  A-arious  occasions  nntil  he  had  charge 
of  the  car  crew.     In  lie  removed  to  Dalton,  where  lie  has  since 

been  numbered  among  the  pnl'iic-spirited  antl  progressive  citizens,  con- 
stantly working  for  the  best  interests  cf  the  town.  He  votes  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  for  the  past  ten  years  has  been  chief  of  the  Dalton 
lire  department,  while  at  the  present  time  he  is  connected  with  the  Vet- 
eran Firemen's  Association.  He  belongs  to  I'nity  Lo(lge.  F.  and  A.  M. ; 
to  tlu'  l\n:«,d^t<  of  I'ytiiias,  and  I0  the  <  Irati^e,  and  is  trea-^nrcr  of  the 
Coii!.qt|L,'ational  church,  wlicre  he  ar<l  his  wife  attend.  He  is  also  con- 
necte<l  with  the  Business  Men's  Club,  the  Village  Iraiwwement  Society, 
and  the  Live  Oak  Club. 

In  1872  Mr.  Stockbridge  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza  Hunt  Dick- 
inson, a  daughter  of  Ulramiah  Porter  and  Caroline  (Green)  Dickinson, 
her  father  being  a  representative  of  an  influential  family  of  Berkshire 
coiiuty. 

ALOXZO  1-.  BENTLKY. 

Alonzo  F.  Bentley,  a  retired  citizen  of  Dalton,  Massachusetts,  who 
has  achieved  remarkable  success  in  his  line  of  trade  through  perseverance 
and  close  application  to  woiic,  was  bom  in  Hinsdale,  Massafcljiisett$gy  Google 
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Massachusetts,  February  26.  181 1,  his  parents  liaving  removed  from 
New  York  state,  locating  first  in  the  town  of  Dalton,  and  subsequently 
removing  to  Lanesboro.  In  early  life  Gideon  G.  Bentley,  with  an  older 
brother,  wns  apprenticed  to  learn  the  trade  of  blacksmith :  the  brother 

did  nut  take  tn  tlie  trndf.  hut  (lidt'on  (1.  rt'in.iiiied  until  he  iH-camc  its 
master.  Upon  taking  up  his  residence  in  this  section  o£  the  state,  he 
first  leased  a  shop  at  what  is  now  the  comer  of  North  and  Main  streets, 
in  the  town  of  Dalton.  and  subsequently  resided  in  Pittsfield.  On  March 
2,  1832.  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  in  the  town  of  ^^'ash^ngton, 
M.-issachi:>ctt'.  Jiidci  n  (i.  Hcntlcy  uKirried  Saniantha  Davis.  dauij;lncr 
o£  Aaron  ami  Mara  (Wolcoll)  Uavis,  who  were  married  Xovember  26, 
1795,  and  were  natives  of  Stafford,  Ginnecticut.  Mara  (Wolcott) 
Davis  was  the  youngest  child  of  Ephyrus  and  Mabel  Wolcott,  of  Stafford, 
Connecticut.  The  children  of  Aaron  and  Mara  (Wolcott)  Davis  were 
as  fiiIIo\v>:  I.  Lilly.  Iwiii  1  )iriMii1)cr  26,  171/).  niarric'<l  SoluniDU  Lcnilfv. 
of  Hinsdale.  Xovemher  8.  1820,  and  two  of  their  children  reside  in  this 
vicmity.  2.  Willis,  bom  September  14,  1799,  dietl  October  24,  1801.  3. 
Orpha,  bom  September  25.  1802.  married  Everson  Curtis,  of  Hinsdale. 
4.  Zeruah.  Ixirn  Auj^ust  28.  1804.  5.  Ahnena.  horn  November  25.  1807, 
married  Philander  Ij<x)th.  and  leaves  a  nuniln^r  of  dc-ccndants  in  the 
town  of  Dalton.  6.  Samantha.  aforementioned  as  the  wife  of  Gideon  G. 
Bentley,  was  bora  at  .Springfield,  August  25,  1809.  and  is  living  at  the 
present  time  (1904)  with  Alonzo  F.  Bentley.  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-five  years.  7.  Jonathan,  horn  lann.-.ry  J(>.  1812.  died  in  infancy. 
The  children  of  (lidcon  and  Samantha  i  Davis)  IU'ntK\  were:  .Monzo 
F.,  mentioned  at  length  hereinafter ;  George  A.,  horn  in  Dalton.  Decem- 
ber 4,  1837,  died  in  the  following  year ;  Mary,  bora  at  Dalton,  Febraary 
16,  1840,  died  two  years  later:  Sarah  A.,  bora  at  Dalton,  November  9. 
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1847,  died  1856;  Mary  M.,  bom  Febniary  23,  1844,  died  the  following 
year. 

Alonzo  F.  fientley  attended  the  common  sdiools  of  Dalton»  Massa- 
chusetts, whither  his  parents  removed  when  he  was  three  years  of  age. 
After  laying  aside  his  school  books  he  entered  his  father's  shoj^  where 

'  he  tlioroup^lily  acciuircd  the  details  of  the  trade  of  blacksmith.  During:  his 
long  and  useful  career  he  followed  this  line  of  business  with  the  c\cc{)- 
tion  of  one  year  that  he  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  a 
short  time  that  he  spent  in  the  business  of  carpentering.  He  was  emi- 
nently successful  in  his  chosen  line  of  trade,  and  was  enabled  to  retire 
from  active  pursuits  in  1903,  since  which  time  he  has  rented  his  shopi 
He  has  served  his  town  in  the  capacity  of  selectman,  assessor  and  con- 
stable, being  the  inciinibent  cf  the  latltr  named  ofhce  se\eral  tinle^.  He 
is  a  Uepuljlican  in  jK-litics.  and  a  Universalist  in  religion. 

In  1856  Mr.  Bcntley  married  (first)  Sarah  A.  Holmes,  no  issue; 
and  on  May  18,  1890,  he  married  (second)  Eliza  M.  Booth,  a  descendant 
of  Philander  Booth,  who  married  Almena  Davis,  a  sister  of  Samandia 
(Davis)  Bentley.  Their  children  are:  Sarah  E.,  bom  January  21,  1891; 
Dwight  A.,  born  May  10,  1893;  and  Hazel,  bom  September  18,  1896. 


GEORC.E  FRANKLIN  BOOTH. 

George  F.  Booth,  of  Dalton,  Massachusetts,  proprietor  of  the 
Berkshire  Talc  Manufacturing  Company,  is  a  rq>resentative  of  a  family 
of  l-.nglish  descent.    The  pioneer  ancestors  were  three  brothers — 

Kiiliard,  James  and  \<Am — who  located  in  Connecticut  alxnit  the  year 
ijoij,  but  shortly  afterward  branched  out,  and  tlieir  descendants  may 
be  found  in  various  sections  of  the  country. 

Jacob  Booth,  the  lineal  ancestor  of  George  F.  Booth,  was  bom 
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April  o.  1770.  and  in  May.  1707.  married  Lnciiida  Ricliinond.  of 
Chesterfield.  Massaclntvi-tt^.  \v!ic"  she  was  a  jj'rl  of  seventeen  years. 
Their  children  were:  Jacob,  bom  1798:  Lucinda,  1799:  Elizabeth, 
1800;  Roxanna,  1802;  John,  1804;  William  S..  i8(^;  Richmond  J., 
1808;  Philander,  181 1;  Mary  A.,  1813;  Mary  A.,  1814;  Emily,  1818; 
Charles  H.,  1822:  Abraham,  i.*^.'^:  Watson.  1826.  Both  Jacoh  and 
Lucinda  (  RiclinT >nd)  Booth  lived  t"  tlie  advanced  at^e  of  niiietv  vears. 

Philander  Booth,  fatlier  of  (icorge  F.  B<K»th,  was  Ivrn  January  19, 
181 1.  He  married  .Mniena  Davis,  daughter  of  Aaron  and  Mara  (Wol- 
cott)  Davis,  of  Stafford.  Connecticut,  and  had  three  children:  Lu- 
cinda Richmond,  bom  April  14,  1839,  married  Myron  Sherman,  of 
Worthington,  Massachusetts,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  four  children ; 
George  F.,  mentioned  hereinafter:  John  Marshall,  bom  March  27,  1845, 
married  Celia  Kecd,  of  Windsor,  ami  their  family  consists  of  two  chil- 
dren. 

George  F.  Booth  was  bom  in  Hinsdale,  Massachusetts,  July  3, 
1843.  on  what  has  since  been  called  the  Booth  estate.  In  early  life  he 
attended  the  district  .school,  and  later  was  a  student  in  a  business  school 

at  Poujcrhkeepsie,  Ne^v  York.  For  some  years  he  aided  his  ji  tients  in 
making  the  t'.irm  a  paying  in\ cstnicnt.  an<l  aiK.ul  the  time  he  attained 
his  majority  he  decided  to  test  the  business  cai>abilities  of  the  wotern 
section  of  the  United  States,  which  was  then  in  its  prime.  He  settled  in 
Bartlett,  Iowa,  established  a  general  store,  and  after  oonducting  it  for 
two  years  returned  east,  was  married  to  the  lady  of  his  choice,  and  ac- 
companied fay  his  bride  returned  to  the  west  and  continued  his  business 
for  the  next  two  years  at  I'.artlett,  during  which  time  the  tiny  settlement 
grew  to  a  good  sized  place,  and  lie  also  saw  the  railroad,  whicli  he  was 
somewhat  influential  in  building,  cross  the  district  in  a  number  of  places. 
At  that  time  all  transportation  was  by  river  boats,  and  for  supplies  it  was 
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necessary  to  j^o  down  the  Missouri  to  the  cities;  he  was  a  passenger  on 
the  iKiat  tliat  carried  the  fir«;t  I'liion  Pacific  locnnn'tive  to  the  \ve>t. 
.\h«nit  1 87 1  Mr.  liooth  returns  I  to  his  old  home,  and  Ending  his  parents 
well  advanced  in  years,  and  as  his  wife  was  rather  opposed  to  returning 
to  the  west,  he  decided  to  take  charge  of  the  farm  and  look  after  tite 
comfort  of  his  parents.  About  this  same  time  a  soapstone  deposit  was 
found  on  the  farm,  and,  receiving  what  he  considered  a  good  offer,  the 
farm  and  qiiarr}-  were  «nld.  >Tr.  B«K^th  aivl  i)arenti>  renitned  from  the 
olf!  farm,  whicli  was  l'itate<l  011  the  Iliiisnalc  line,  to  the  PxKith  j)lace  in 
Daltoti.  Subsequently  Mr.  Booth  repurchased  the  stiapstone  quarr>'  on 
the  okl  farm,  and  now  manufactures  the  product  into  a  powder  for  use  in 
various  ways,  the  plant  being  known  as  the  Berkshire  Talc  Manufacturing 
Company.  Mr.  Booth  is  an  adherent  of  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  a  member  of  the  Coiigrepationa!  church. 

On  Fchruary  i^^.  iSdS.  Mr.  l'(«itli  married  I'.liza  A.  .\ldricli,  a  mem- 
ber of  a  highly  esteemed  ami  well  known  family  ot  \\"« 'rtliin,<,n« >n.  Massa- 
chusett.<>,  and  their  children  are :  Nellie  J.,  bom  in  Bartlett.  Iowa,  Feb- 
ruary 15,  1869,  married  W.  F..  Evans,  of  Dalton.  Massachusetts:  Eva 
Maria,  bom  in  Hinsdale,  Massachusetts,  November  21,  1871,  wife  of 
C.  C  Bartlett,  of  Dalton,  Massachusetts,  and  mother  of  three  diildren; 
and  William  I^"..  born  in  Hinsdale.  Massachusetts,  August  16,  1875,  re- 
sides w  ith  his  [)arei)ts. 


LVMAN  PAYNE. 

Amcmg  the  sons  of  Berkshire  county  who  have  passed  away,  whose 
names  were  synonyms  for  integrity,  and  who  were  of  generally  recog- 
nized >terlinj4  wntth.  the  meiitknian  whnse  iKiiiic  inlro<Uices  these 
jnciiKiirs  was  a  i)riinonnced  tyix\  He  was  a  descciidant  in  the  fifth  gen- 
eration from  the  founder  of  the  American  family  of  that  name,  four 
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gencra(i»>ns  ui  one  of  the  lir.iui-lies  of  winch  lia\c  Ixcii  iikiUu'K'<l  ni  a 
substantially  Nahinhk-  way  willi  the  growth  and  development  ut  Berk- 
shire county,  Massacliusetts.  StqibeD  Payne,  a  native  of  Great  Elling- 
ton, England,  embarked  for  the  '*  New  World  '*  with  his  wife  and  three 
children  in  the  ship  **  Diligence,''  of  Ipswich,  and  was  located  as  early 
as  1660  in  Hinghani,  Plymouth  county,  Massachusetts.  His  will  is  one 
<j1  llie  earliest  of  record  in  the  Stale  i  louse,  Boston.  His  tlcscemlanis 
suhseqncntly  renujved  to  Keliolxith,  Mas^^ichusetts,  and  eventually  lo- 
cated at  Woodstock,  Connecticut.  The  son  and  namesake  of  this  pio- 
neer settler,  Stephen  (2),  w*as  born  in  lOfjff,  and  in  1727  married  Sarah 
I^ch.  Their  son  Stephen  ^3),  married  Anna  Bushnell,  and  in  1773 
brought  his  family  from  Wootlstock,  Connecticut,  to  settle  in  the  then 
savape-infested  wiltlcrness  of  western  Mas>achusetts.  locating  at  Par- 
tridgcfield.  now  Hinsdale.  Berkshire  ciunity. 

Ot  the  children  of  this  last  mentioned  Stephen.  Ebenezer  Leach 
Payne  was  bom  in  Andover,  Connecticut,  September  21;  1762.  He 
was  therefore  but  eleven  years  of  age  when  his  father  began  the  clearing 
and  cultivating  of  a  farm  just  south  of  the  old  Boston  and  Albany  turn* 
^ke,  on  the  edge  of  Pent,  about  two  miles  east  of  the  present  town  of 
Hinsdale.  'Hic  hardship-  and  ilangers  incident  to  a  border  life  were 
felt  HI  the  fullest  measure  in  this  locality,  and  the  sons  of  these  pi<ineers 
were  perforce  endued  with  both  the  courage  and  the  physique  demanded 
for  the  very  serious  business  of  life  at  that  period.  They  rallied  readily 
at  very  tender  ages  to  the  Patriot  cry  for  independence,  and  when  but 
fourteen  years  of  age  Ebenezer  Leach  Payne  shouldered  his  musket  as 
a  substitute  for  hi>  father,  wlio  was  ill.  He  was  prc■^cnt  at  Tiionderotj.'i 
when  the  b-nglish  forces  under  deneral  Burgoyne  compelled  the  evacua- 
tion of  that  fort  by  tlie  Patriots,  and  his  reminiscences  of  the  retreat  in- 
volving the  crossing  of  Lake  Giamplain  on  rafts  of  logs  formed  a  most 
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thrilling  narrative.   He  partidpated  in  the  hattle  fought  at  Hubfnrd- 

ton,  Vermont,  where  the  sc\en  lumdre*!  retreating^  Americans  took  their 
stand,  an  cnf^af^cnient  in  mi  which  the  l^nghsh.  wliu  greatly  outnum- 
bered the  Patriot  forces,  wrested  victory  from  defeat  unly  thnnitjh  the 
opportune  arrival  of  reinforcements  umier  the  Hessian  General  Riedesel. 
Before  the  termination  of  this  protracted  struggle  for  liberty,  father  as 
well  as  son  took  up  arms  in  the  Patriot  cause,  and  tfius  the  Payne  house> 
hold  in  the  highlands  of  Berkshire,  like  hundreds  of  others  in  the  old 
Bay  State,  were  eoni]>eIled  to  tare  the  severe  enough  ordeal  of  jiioneer 
Struggle  for  a  living  while  its  natural  prouetors  were  engage<l  in  ir.  re 
than  ordinarily  hazardous  warfare.  Ebenezer  Leach  Pajrne  married.  May 
12.  1783,  Keziah  Kenny,  who  was  bom  in  New  Milford,  G>nnecticut, 
June  18,  1766.  They  settled  in  that  portion  of  Hinsdale  known  as  the 
"  North  Woods."  about  two  miles  from  the  center  of  the  town.  Their 
children  were:  .Mpheus,  Ixirn  in  1787:  Daniel.  17!^):  Stephen.  I7<>i; 
Bushnell,  1793:  Noah.  1795:  Oiauncey,  1798;  Sally.  iSoo;  James, 
1803;  Elijah,  1806:  Kezial),  1809:  Lyman,.  181 1;  and  Elvira,  181 3. 
Of  these  Keziah  was  the  last  survivor.  She  married  Haskell  Barrett, 
and  attained  the  great  age  of  ninety-five,  her  decease  occurring  March 
9,  1904.  Of  the  sons  of  Ebenezer  Leach  Payne.  Judge  Elijah  Payne, 
who  died  in  Hudson.  New  \'ork.  was  the  father  of  Hon.  I.>ouis  1'.  Pa\iie. 
a  Kepuhlican  [njlitician  of  national  repute,  whose  stalwart  atlvocacy  of 
the  wisdom  of  returning  General  Grant  to  the  presidency  for  a  tliird 
term,  and  whose  great  activity,  with  Senator  Roscoe  G)nkling,  in  hold- 
ing together  the  immortal  "  306  "  delegates  to  the  national  convention 
pledged  to  General  Grant's  support,  were  the  especial  features  of  one 
of  the  most  notahlc  e.unp.iifjns  in  the  history  of  ovu'  national  jjolilics. 

Lyman  I'avne.  the  iinniedi.ite  subject  of  these  memoirs,  vounerest 
of  the  sons  of  Ebenezer  Leach  Payne,  was  bom  in  Hinsdale.  July  8. 
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1811,  received  such  educatbn  as  was  afforded  by  the  local  schools,  and 
throughout  his  youth  assisted  in  the  cultivation  of  the  homestead  farm. 
He  married,  May  28.  1837.  Emily  Emmons,  bom  at  Hinsdale,  June  2, 

1815.  (laughter  of  khalHMl  ami  Mindwell  (Mack)  F.inmons.  Idialvnl 
lunmons  was  a  nati\c  of  Fast  Haddam,  Connecticut,  where  he  was 
bom  March  17.  1778.  He  became  known  as  Major  Enunons.  the  title 
being  acquired  by  his  connection  with  the  local  militia.  He  was  widely 
known  for  his  witticisms  on  the  floor  of  the  state  assembly,  where  he 
represented  his  town  for  a  number  of  terms.  Major  Emmons  died 
April  26,  1830-  His  wife.  Mindwell  (Mack)  Emmons,  was  born  Scjv 
teniber  0.  177<).  at  Mi<lillfticl(l.  Massacliusclts.  and  <liefl  June  23.  1862. 
In  1841  Lyman  Payne  removed  with  his  family  tu  Hrightttn.  near 
Rochester,  New  York,  and  there  purchased  a  large  farm  which  he  cul- 
tivated with  success,  the  while  keeping  in  close  touch  with  the  best 
thought  of  the  day.  for  he  was  throughout  his  life  a  student.  In  his 
new  place  of  residence  he  obtained  early  recognition  as  a  man  of  su- 
])eri<ir  jiuls^niciu,  and  he  was  cli<  sen  to  represent  his  <li>trirt  in  the  state 
lejuislalure  in  1853-54,  serving  lor  two  years  with  consjiiciMus  ability. 
In  1855  attention  to  his  interests  in  certain  salt  wells  and  coal  helds  of 
Virginia  led  to  his  removal  to  that  state  (now  West  Virginia).  He 
continued  a  resident  of  West  Columbia  until  impaired  health  led  him 
to  retum  to  the  place  of  his  nativity.  He  purchased  in  1 859  the  John 
T.  Mack  iaiin  on  M.ijjk-  >irc(.-t.  Ilin^dak-.  added  tlit-rctn  lar.L;c'y,  hav- 
ing a  farm  of  more  than  >ix  hundred  acres  at  his  decease.  His  farming 
operations  were  conductetl  on  progressive  lines,  every  character  of  im- 
provement in  agricultural  methiids  and  machines  being  resorted  to.  He 
raised  some  of  the  finest  horses  ever  bred  in  western  Massadiusetts,  and 
his  Durham  and  Holstein  cattle  were  equally  notable.  Notwithstanding 
the  pressure  of  considerable  private  intere^ts.  Lyman  Payne  always  found 
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time  to  devote  to  the  public  service.  Many  trusts  were  imposed  upon 
him  by  his  town,  and  he  served  the  county  six  years  as  one  of  the  board 
of  commissioners,  during  four  years  of  this  period  acting:  as  chairman  of 
that  bodv.  His  fidelity  to  the  interests  of  his  town  and  county  was  as 
marked  as  to  his  piixiite  affairs.  h"nr  many  consecuti\c  yctirs  he  lent 
his  Ijcst  efforts  as  a  member  of  the  school  committic  tn  advance  the 
educational  interests  of  his  community.  He  was  a  valued  and  valuable 
member  of  the  Berkshire  Agricultural  Society,  and  for  a  period  served 
as  its  president.  He  commanded  the  respect  of  the  community  not  alone 
because  of  his  business  ability  and  personal  intejjrity.  but  because  of  his 
al>sohite  ck-aii-mindedness  and  jmrity  of  hfc.  In  the  '^ame  year  in  which 
he  was  married.  Mr.  I'ayne  nnite<l  witli  the  t '< >nt;reii;^ational  church,  and 
with  characteristic  fidelity  and  cliristian  zeal  he  continued  to  maintain 
dose  relations  with  and  to  render  valuable  service  and  material  aid  to 
that  denomination  throughout  his  life.  For  thirty  years  he  served  as 
one  of  the  church  committee  at  Hinsdale,  and  for  a  like  period  taught 
classes  of  youngf  men  in  its  Sunday  scIkm>1.  his  capable  instruction  and 
manifest  deep  personal  interest  in  the  nicmher«.  of  wliich  are  still  held  in 
grateful  remembrance  by  many  who  acknowletlge  the  benehcence  of  this 
association.  The  decease  of  Mr.  P^yne,  December  20,  1888.  was  a 
profound  grief  to  his  kindred  and  a  wide  circle  of  warm  friends,  and  a 
distinct  loss  to  his  community.  He  sur\'ived  his  wife  L>  several  years, 
her  death  having  occurred  Febr»tar\'  14.  1885.  Of  four  children  lx>m 
Ml'  illis  union,  a  son  and  <laui;hter  sin\i\e:  Lyman  Mack  rayne,  and 
lanily.  now  wife  of  Azariah  S.  Storm.  Lyman  Mack  I'ayne  was  born 
at  Brighton,  New  York,  February  4.  1847;  resides  in  the  old  homestead 
on  Maple  street,  Hinsdale,  and  operates  the  extensive  agricultural  and 
stock  breeding  interests  of  the  family  estate,  conjunctively  with  retaining 
an  office  connection  with  the  New  England  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Com* 
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l>any.  with  insurance  headquarters  in  Boston.  Massachusetts.  He  mar- 
ried, October  1S7J.  Helen,  druijj'hter  <>f  Jdlin  Mill'in  Tutlle.  of  Hins- 
dale. (Sec  i'ultlc  family,  in  this  work.)  Mr.  Azariah  S.  Stomi  i.s  a 
traveling  rq)resentative  of  Bennett  &  Sloan,  of  Xe\v  York,  and  resides 
with  his  family  in  Dorchester,  Massachusetts.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Storm 
have  four  children,  viz :  Maiy  Payne.  Emily  Zitpha,  Katie,  and  Mack 
P^yne.  The  three  eldest  of  the  children  are  married,  Mary  becoming 
the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Ge<irgfe  H.  Flint.  Rniily  of  Dr.  Myron  Barlow,  both 
<  t  Dorchester.  Massaclui>eU.s ;  and  Kaiie.  wile  of  George  Tiipper.  of 
Duluth,  Minnesota. 

R.\YMOND  FAMILY. 

• 

The  Raymond  family  are  direct  descendants  of  the  French,  who, 
early  in  the  history  of  this  country,  settled  in  western  Pennsylvania, 

and  it  is  from  this  l)ranch  of  the  family  that  descended  .Asahel  Raymond, 
the  aiicotor  and  father  of  the  Rayni'  nd  family  which  were  amontj  the 
prominent  and  intiuential  residents  of  the  town  of  Hinsdale,  Berkshire 
county,  Massachusetts.  Asahel  Raymond  removed  from  Peru  and  set- 
tled in  Shren'sbury,  Massachusetts,  and  his  son,  Amos  Raymond,  soon 
took  up  his  residence  in  Hinsdale. 

Amos  Raymond  married  Lena  Jackson,  dauffhter  of  Deacon  Joshua 
Jackson,  a  rc|»rcsentative  of  one  of  the  l  est  and  lirst  families  in  this 
vicinity,  and  to  them  were  iKirn  four  children:  i,  Abraham,  who  died 
when  a  young  man  at  Sandusky,  Mew  York,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
the  hotel  business.  2.  Asahel.  mentioned  hereinafter.  3.  An.sephroni, 
who  became  the  wife  of  James  Madison  Whipple,  and  mother  of  three 
children;  all  the  members  of  this  family  are  now  deceased,  the  last  one 
having  passed  away  in  1885.    4.    Ansena,  who  IxH-ame  the  wile  of    Digitized  by  Google 
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field ;  they  were  the  parents  of  five  children — ary,  Raymond.  Amos,  all 
of  whom  are  deceased;  Sophroni.  wife  of  Mr.  Gine,  of  New  York 
city;  and  Alice,  wife  of  Joseph  Nickols.  their  residence  beinjf  in  Dalton. 

Asalicl  Rayniiiiid  married  f<ir  liis  first  wife  I'lceta  Curtiss.  daugh- 
ter of  John  Ciirtiss.  nf  l)ali<ii.  the  i-crciii«iiiy  l)cing  performed  atraut 
1840.  Their  children  were:  .Minn  a.  married  to  Silas  Sears,  of  Savoy, 
and  their  children  were:  Frank,  who  died  in  early  life;  and  Minnie, 
now  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  Mr.  Davidson;  Louisa,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  Henry  Sears,  of  Savoy,  brother  of  Silas  Sears,  and 
they  arc  the  parents  of  two  children,  Frank  and  Emma  Sears;  Amos  E., 
marrii'<l  I'ninia  W  arriner,  of  Windsor,  their  family  ojiisists  of  nine  chil- 
dren, and  they  reside  in  Dalton;  John  C,  a  resident  of  Spruij^tield,  mar- 
ried Annabella  Ballon,  of  Becket,  and  they  have  four  children;  Asahei, 
Jr.,  married  Martha  Pease,  of  Middlefield;  they  reside  in  Dalton  and 
are  the  parents  of  four  children.  The  mother  of  the  above  mentioned 
children  died,  and  Mr.  Raymond  married  (second)  Sylvia  Miner,  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  Miner,  of  \\'indsor,  of  one  of  the  most  prominent  fam- 
ilies in  the  town.  Their  ciiildrcti  were:  1.  Lena  llannali.  mentioned 
hereinafter;  j.  Samuel  M.,  born  June  30,  184J,  married  Emma  Bar- 
ton, of  Dalton,  and  one  son  was  bom  to  them,  who  is  now  deceased; 
3.  Abraham  J.,  bom  November  16,  1843,  married  Jennie  Ross,  and 
they  with  their  two  children  make  their  home  in  Everett,  Massachu- 
setts; 4.  Daniel  G.,  deceased,  was  bom  September  8,  1845, 
ried  Minnie  W'atkins.  of  Hinsdale,  who  bore  him  one  daughter;  they 
now  reside  in  I'ittstield;  5.  \\ .  Lyman,  born  September  8,  1847;  he  lias 
traveled  extensively  throughout  tiie  country  and  now  resides  in  Hins- 
dale, Massachusetts,  and  shares  half  of  the  Raymond  l^acy  with  his  sis- 
ter, Lena  H. ;  6.  James  M.,  bora  August  29,  1849,  married  Elida  Jones, 
of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  and  two  children  were  the  issue  of  this  union; 
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they  reside  in  Sherboni,  Massachusetts;  7.  Charles  H.,  born  October 
I,  1851,  married  Julia  Thayer,  of  Worthington,  and  their  family  con- 
sisted of  four  children;  Mr.  Raymond  is  deceased,  but  his  widow  and 
children  make  their  home  in  Peru;  8.  Mary  L.,  bom  July  16,  1853, 

died  at  the  aj^e  of  sixteen  years. 

Lena  H.  Rayiinin<l.  cl«lo->t  child  of  Asahel  and  Sylvia  (Miner)  Ray- 
mond, was  born  November  20,  1841.  She  is  one  01  the  two  members 
of  the  Raymond  family  who  have  made  their  home  in  the  town  of  Hins- 
dale, Massachusetts,  residing  on  the  block  in  the  center  of  the  village 
which  her  mother  left  to  her  and  her  brother  W.  Lyman.  Durii^  her 
childhood  she  attended  the  public  schools  of  Peru,  where  she  obtained 
an  exicllent  Kni^'lish  cducatinn,  and  early  in  life  displayed  remarkable 
business  ability,  which  was  put  to  a  practical  test  in  the  management 
of  the  large  force  of  farm  hands  employed  on  the  extensive  estate  be- 
longing to  her  parents.  She  assumed  entire  charge  of  this  portion  of 
the  work,  and  conducted  it  in  a  most  economical  and  business-like  man- 
ner. She  devoted  her  time  to  her  parents  in  their  declining  years,  con- 
tributing all  in  her  power  to  their  comfort  and  ease.  Miss  Raymond  is 
remarkably  active,  and  takes  a  keen  interest  in  all  etitcrprises  and  projects 
that  conduce  to  the  inipro\ement  and  prosperity  of  the  town.  She  is 
one  of  the  interesting  characters  of  Hinsdale,  and  is  widely  known 
and  justly  famous  throughout  this  section  of  the  state  for  her  love  for 
legal  proceedings.  She  is  a  firm  believer  in  the  tenets  of  the  Baptist 
faith,  but  attends  the  Congregational  church,  there  being  no  church  of 
that  denomination  in  tiie  town. 
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GEORGE  W.  EDWARDS. 

Amongf  the  younger  merchants  of  Pittsfield  who  have  won  recogni- 

ti(^n  as  men  of  superior  business  capacity,  the  jjeiitlenian  whose  name 
introduces  this  narrative  may  be  a])prn|)riately  numl)erc<l.  He  was  born 
in  Pittsfield,  January  16,  1876,  son  of  the  late  ( ic^rt^e  \\  .  and  Ida  (Mills) 
Edwards,  the  former  a  native  of  Laconia»  New  Hampshire,  the  latter 
a  daughter  of  the  late  Josiah  Mills,  who  was  a  prominent  lawyer  of 
Chatham,  New  York. 

The  late  George  W.  Edwards  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  ^^-ar,  scnr- 
intj  as  first  lieutenant  in  the  Twelttli  RejL^iment  New  Hampshire  Vol- 
unteer Infantry.  Ix)catinpf  in  Pittsfield.  he  purchased  of  Washington 
Root  the  jewelry  business  that  bad  been  established  by  the  latter  in  184& 
at  No.  44  North  street,  and  this  business  was  continued  by  Mr.  Edwards 
at  the  location  named  during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  becoming  the 
leading  industry  of  its  kind  in  Berkshire  county.  It  was  conducted  for 
a  time  following-  Mr.  Edwards'  dece3se  (1890)  by  his  widow,  the  man- 
agement Ix'ing  entrusted  to  luiwanl  J.  Siwll.  and  is  now  owned  by 
Mrs.  Edwards  and  her  son,  Cieorj^e  \\  .  Etlwards,  the  latter  havini;  a 
two-thirds  interest  in  and  charge  of  the  establishment  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
George  VV.  Edwards  (Sr.)  had  two  children.  Blanche  Mills  Edwards 
and  George  W.  Edwards,  Jr. 

The  latter  attended  the  public  and  high  schools  of  Pittsfield.  and 
as  a  vonth  gaine<l  his  first  Inisiness  experience  in  his  father's  store.  His 
attainment  of  a  proprietary  interest  therein  and  his  majority  were  sim- 
ultaneous, and  his  subsequent  purdiase  of  his  sisters'  interest  gave 
him  the  two-thirds  interest  above  mentioned.  His  conduct  suggests  an 
inherited  fitness,  and  he  has  the  confidence  of  a  lai^  and  growing 
patronage,  and  the  community  generally.   He  married,  April  19,  190Q, 
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Anna,  daughter  of  (Jef)rge  Cnmss.  formerly  a  cigar  manufacturer  of 
PittsfieUI.  now  a  farmer  of  Agawam.  Ma«saclnisetts.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
George  W.  Edwards.  Jr.,  have  a  daughter,  Priscilla.  and  reside  at  No. 
105  Bartlett  avenue. 


GF.ORr.R  T.  WILDKK. 

One  of  the  well-known  photographers  of  Berkshire  county,  to 
whom  the  publishers  of  this  work  are  indebted  for  some  of  the  most 
artistic  pmtraits  contained  herein,  is  George  T.  Wilder.  The  excellence 
of  his  work  is  further  attested  by  the  extent  and  high  character  of  his 

patronage,  enibrac  ing  il  (b  c-s  many  (  <  unoisseurs  of  ])Iiotograpliic  art. 
Mr.  Wilder  has  occupied  for  a  innnber  of  years  an  admiral)ly  appointed 
and  thoroughly  well-equipped  studio  on  North  street.  Pittsiield. 


FKliDEKIC  SHERWOOD  SMITH. 

A  gentleman  with  broad  experience  in  public  works  in  his  profes- 
sion of  civil  engineering  is  he  whose  name  forms  the  caption  for  these 
memoirs.    He  is  a  native  of  Wallingford,  Connecticut,  bom  April  7, 

1849.  stin  of  the  late  Sjiencer  I",  and  Marietta  (  I5artholoine\v  )  Smith, 
the  former  a  native  of  W'esttield.  Massachusetts,  the  latter  of  Walling- 
ford,  Connecticut.  Spencer  F.  Smith  was  a  son  of  Daniel  Smith,  also 
a  native  of  WestBeld,  whose  father  settled  in  that  locality  from  Con- 
necticut shortly  after  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 

Frederic  S.  Smith  received  his  education  at  Westfield,  attending  . 
its  ])ul)!ic  schtrols,  its  high  sch«»ol  an<l  \\'esttield    .\cademy.  Higher 
mathematics  had  an  especial  charm  for  young  Smith  and  he  gravitated 
naturally  toward  civil  engineermg,  choosing  that  as  his  life  work  when 
a  youth.    Immediately  following  his  academic  course  he  took  up  the 
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line  and  rod  under  the  competent  preceptorship  of  that  widely  and  fa- 
vorably known  civil  engineer.  Hiram  Fowler,  subsequently  chief  engineer 
x'\  tilt'  C'dnnecticiit  \  :tllc\  tvailni.ul  nncl  'ntcr  its  suiKrinti'iulfut.  Mr. 
Smith's  first  three  years'  employment  was  ujxjn  this  road.  He  was  iie.xt 
engaged  in  the  engineering  department  of  the  municipality  of  West> 
field  in  the  construction  of  its  water  works,  and  during  this  period  was 
also  of  the  engineering  staff  of  the  New  Haven  &  Northamptcm  (now 
New  Haven)  Railroad.  In  1876  he  was  appointed  inspector  of  masonry 
under  and  otherwise  constituted  as  assistant  to  Chief  Engineer  L.  F. 
Thayer  in  the  construction  of  the  Xortli  luid  hridj^'c  aci">>  tiic  Con- 
necticut liver  at  Springfield,  and  upon  the  completion  of  this  work  was 
similarly  employed  under  Mr.  Thayer  in  the  building  of  the  South  end 
bridge  at  the  same  place.  Returning  to  Westfield  in  1879  he  engaged 
under  Chief  Ei^neer  L.  F.  Root  as  assistant  engineer  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Westficld  Hiver  bridije.  the  changing  of  the  river  channel 
and  incidental  work  growing  tluTetrom.  He  was  next  (^i8So)  em- 
ployed on  the  extension  of  the  Northampton  &  New  Haven  road  to 
Conway.  For  the  following  year  and  a  half  he  was  in  the  employ  of 
the  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  during  the  early  part  of  the  period 
having  charge  of  the  building  of  the  second  trade  from  Greenfield  to 
West  Deerfield,  and  latterly  in  state  road  construction  work  out  of  North 
Adams.  In  i8Sj  he  opened  otiioc-;  at  Xorth  Adams,  pursuing  his  pro- 
fession of  civil  engnieer  from  that  headquarters  up  to  1900,  since  which 
time  he  has  been  located  at  Pittsfield  as  a  more  central  point  for  his  field 
of  labor,  which  embraces  principally  Berkshire  county. 

He  married,  December  28,  1881,  Sarah,  daughter  of  the  late  Will- 
iam Taylor,  of  West  Springfield.  Four  children  bom  of  this  union  are: 
Lucy,  Florence.  Earle  and  Harriet,  [he  family  resides  at  North 
Adams,  and  its  ciiurch  connection  is  Congregational. 
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HERBERT  S.  WOLLISON. 

Herbert  S.  Wollison,  a  well-known  merchant  and  real  estate  owner 
of  Pittsiield,  was  bom  in  that  city,  January  28,  1864,  son  of  Reuben  D. 
and  the  late  Mary  (Stevens)  WoUison.  The  father  was  bom  in  Vatl^ 
Forge,  Pennsylvania,  January  10,  1824,  son  of  George  Wollison,  a  con- 
tractor, who  resided  in  Valley  Forge  for  many  years,  and  passe(l  his  last 
days  in  I'ittsiield.  The  maiden  name  of  George  Wollison's  wife  was 
Maria  Royer. 

Reuben  D.  WoUison  learned  the  paperhanging  trade  in  his  na- 
tive town,  and  coming  to  Pittsfidd  in  1848,  established  himself 
in  the  painting  and  interior  decorating  business,  which  for  nearly 

forty  years  he  carried  on  with  si^al  success.  Much  of  his  work  is 
still  in  existtMifc  to  attest  its  tlioi.  lUirlmc;-;.  Ilavinj?  accuimilated  a 
lartjc  amount  of  property,  he  retired  from  active  business  jnirsuits 
in  1887.  During  the  previous  year  he  had  completed  the  Wollison  Block, 
eighty-five  feet  front,  one  hundred  feet  deep,  and  four  stories  high,  which 
is  used  for  mercantile  and  office  purposes,  and  is  one  of  the  best  busi- 
ness buildings  in  the  city.  Reuben  D.  Wollison  married,  on  August 
1,  1852,  Mar\-  Stevens,  a  native  of  Pittsfield.  Her  hirth  took  [)lace 
at  the  comer  of  South  atul  West  streets,  where  the  new  Waidell 
House  now  stands.  May  6,  1827.  Her  father,  Abner  Stevens,  kept  a 
general  store,  and  he  also  manufactured  drams,  which  he  sent  to  all 
parts  of  the  world.  He  acquired  a  large  estate  in  Pittsfidd  which  fell 
to  his  heirs.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reuben  D.  Wollison  reared  three  children, 
namely:    Henry  \  .,  Herbert  S.,  and  Rnlxirt  M. 

Henry  V.  Wollison.  wlio  is  one  of  the  most  noted  dentists  of  the 
world,  left  the  United  Stales  after  completing  his  professional  studies 
and  went  abroad,  first  locating  in  London  and  later  in  Paris.  He  is  now 
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m  St.  Petersburg'.  Russia,  where  he  has  one  of  the  finest  equipped  of- 
fices and  lalxiratorics  in  the  WDrld.  and  liolds  the  appointment  of  hon- 
orary dentist  to  their  Imperial  Majesties,  the  Czar  and  Czarina  of 
Russia. 

Robert  M.  WoUison  won  distinction  in  college  previous  to  his 
majority  by  passing  an  unusually  high  examination.  He  received  his 
diploma  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  is  now  one  of  the  most 

successful  ])ractitii iners  (dental)  in  Xcw  \'ork  city. 

lleihert  S.  WOMison  entered  the  paperhanging  business  with  his 
father  when  a  youth,  later  spending  some  two  years  in  a  large  concern 
ill  New  York  city.  While  there  he  attended  a  trade  school,  and  won 
the  first  prize.  Returning  to  Pittsfield  he  engaged  in  business  for  him- 
self in  1889,  opening  at  first  a  salesroom  on  the  second  floor.  Business 
increased  to  such  an.  extent  tliat  better  facihties  as  well  as  more  sj)ace  be- 
came necessary,  and  he  now  occni)ies  a  store  on  llic  ground  floor,  de- 
voted to  interior  decorations,  shades,  pictures,  frames,  and  photograpliic 
supplies.  During  the  tnisy  season  he  gives  employment  to  about  forty 
men;  he  has  gained  a  high  reputation  for  completinif  his  work  in  a 
thoroughly  artistic  manner.  He  is  also  interested  in  real  estate  and  has 
charge  of  the  Woltison  block. 

Mr.  W'ollison  is  a  Freemason,  Iieing  a  past  master  of  Mystic  Lodge, 
and  has  occupied  imi>irtant  chairs  in  Berkshire  Chapter,  Berkshire 
Commandery,  No.  22,  Knights  Templar,  and  Berksliire  Council,  Royal 
and  Select  Masters.  He  also  belongs  to  the  local  council  of  the  Royal 
Arcanum.  He  attends  St.  Stephen^s  Episcopal  church,  and  has  been  a 
vestryman  for  several  years. 

Mr.  Wollison  married,  October  25,  i8y8,  Miss  Muuiie  Strait  Beers,  ,  Google 
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THOMAS  LAWRENCE  BROOKS. 

Thomas  Lawrence  Brooks,  of  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  is  a  de- 
scendant of  one  of  the  early  settlers  in  New  England.  The  history  of 
the  Brooks  family  is  closely  interwoven  with  that  of  the  United  States, 

its  settleuRut  ami  tigress.  His  aiiOL-stiirs  came  to  this  country  from 
England  in  order  to  escape  \)€\ng  subjected  to  the  injustice  ol  British 
rule,  and  in  this  country  they  always  stoutly  resisted  all  tyramiical  abuse 
of  power. 

At  tiie  present  time  there  are  in  Pittsfield  but  two  directly  de- 
scended Sons  of  American  Revolutionary  soldiers,  and  of  these  is 

Thomas  I^'iwrence  lirooks.  His  American  ancestors  settled  in  tlic 
Ilarttord  IMaiitation,  some  hav  ing  cme  direct  tn  tli:s  Connecticut  planta- 
tion, while  others  first  settletl  t>n  the  coast  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and 
afterward  followed  the  trail  to  the  Hartford  colony.  From  G>tmecticut 
this  family  of  Brooks  followed  the  river  northward  and  scattered  in  what 
was  then  a  region  very  sparsely  populated. 

The  first  settler  in  Berkshire  cmraty  was  a  Brooks,  who  with  his 
family  settled  near  what  is  now  part  of  the  city  of  i'ittstield.  He  had 
a  large  family,  and  Thomas  L.  Hrfw>ks  is  a  descendant  from  his  son 
Reuben,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  also  in  the 
war  of  1812.  He  married  Esther  Oark.  The  Clarks  were  a  Rhode 
Island  family,  and  were  among  the  first  settlers  in  Pittsfield,  living  in 
the  vicinity  of  where  Peck's  Mill  now  stands.  Reuben  Brooks  was  for 
Sdine  years  proprietor  of  that  famous  hostelry,  the  (ilcn  House,  at  Cotts- 
ville.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brooks  were  the  parents  ol  a  larjj^e  family  of  chil- 
dren, of  whom  but  two  now  survive — Samuel  D.  and  Thomas  L.  The 
elder,  Samuel  D.  Brooks,  makes  his  home  in  Springfield,  Massachusetts, 
where  he  has  been  a  practicing  physician  until  his  retirement,  having 
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nearly  reached  the  aj^e  of  four  score  and  ten.  lie  is  a  niati  of  marked 
ability,  anil  lias  been  an  honor  to  his  native  Fittsfield  home  in  whatever 
he  has  undertaken. 

Thomas  L.  Brooks,  son  of  Reuben  and  Esther  (Qaik)  Brooks, 
received  a  very  h'mited  education  in  his  boyhood  days,  and  early  en- 
gfag^ed  in  work  on  the  fami  in  order  to  contrihutc  touanl  the  sui)port 
of  the  family,  who  needed  his  little  help  to  make  a  living.  But  the 
children  were  eager  to  overcome  the  handicap  of  small  means,  and  soon 
had  the  farm  on  a  prosperous  and  paying  basis.  At  the  age  of  twenty 
Thomas  L.  Brooks  went  west,  and  after  staying'  there  two  years  re- 
turned to  Pittsfiehl.  ami  went  to  woik  making"  window  blinds,  sashes, 
etc.,  at  which  he  continued  for  a  number  of  years.  He  finally  returned 
to  the  old  farm,  where  his  early  years  had  been  passed,  and  cultivated 
it  for  some  time.  He  retired  from  active  work  about  twenty-five  years 
ago,  and  since  then  has  been  taking  life  as  easily  as  his  active  mind  would 
permit  him  to  do. 

In  1844  he  married  Cynthia  W  ilcox,  daughter  of  Henry  Wilcox, 
of  Lexington,  New  York,  and  to  them  one  child  was  bom  in  1864 — 
Reuben  James  Brooks,  who  married  (first)  Cora  Salrtun;  she  died  soon 
after  her  marriage,  and  in  1889^  he  married  Minnie  Denison,  daughter 
of  Elijah  Denison,  of  Pittsfield.  They  have  one  child— Herbert  T., 
born  in  i8(p. 

Reuben  J.  Brooks  is  one  of  the  promising  young  men  in  the  city 
of  Pittsfield.  He  is  bookkeeper  for  the  paper  supply  house  of  C.  C 
Henry,  on  Fenn  street. 

Mrs.  Thomas  L.  Brooks  died  July  16,  1902,  and  her  deatii  was  a 
severe  blow  to  the  devoted  husbaml,  who  had  enjoyed  happy  companion- 
ship with  her  Uirough  the  long  period  of  nearly  sixty  years.   At  the 
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advanced  age  of  eighty-five  years  he  yet  enjoys  a  fair  degree  of  health 
and  preserves  his  mental  faculties  without  impairment  He  makes  his 
home  with  his  son  Reuben,  on  Fenn  street,  in  the  city  of  IHttsfield. 


WILLIAM  POMEROY  BURBANK. 

William  Poiiicroy  Burlmnk.  a  proniiticnt  real  estate  dealer  and 
builder  of  Pittsficld.  is  a  native  of  Pittsfield,  1>>rn  in  April.  1H46.  His 
parents  were  Abraham  and  Julia  (Brown)  Burbank,  and  his  paternal 
grandfather  was  Arthur  Burbank. 

Mr.  Burbank  M-as  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  I^ttsfield, 
Lanesboro  Academy  and  Eastman's  Business  College.  From  the  last 
name!  -cli«x)l  he  wa^;  j^raduatcd  in  18^14,  a  youth  of  ciphteen.  lie  tlicn 
went  west  to  Omaha,  drivinjf  an  ox-team  across  the  plains  and  up  tlie 
Platte  and  Big  Horn  River  Valleys.  At  that  time  the  Indians  were 
restless  and  ill-disposed,  and  the  governmental  authorities  were  endeavor- 
ing to  pacify  them.  He  saw  fifty  thousand  of  them  congregated  at 
Fort  Laramie  for  the  puq>ose  of  effecting  a  treaty.  After  crossing  the 
mountains  twice.  Mr.  I'.urhank  settlfd  at  Helena.  Montana,  where  he 
began  working  in  the  Last  Chance  Mint's.  What  is  now  a  flourishing 
and  beautiful  capital  was  then  a  iiamlet  of  perhaps  fifty  inhabitants. 
Most  of  the  men  were  rough  miners,  and  many  of  ^em  were  rough 
and  disposed  to  lawlessness.  During  his  stay  there,  however,  Mr.  Bur- 
bank never  kicked  his  doors.  He  was  a  close  acquaintance  of  X.  Bid- 
dler,  who,  as  bead  of  the  Vigfilance  Committee,  ke])t  order  in  the  town. 
Mr.  liurhank  wi irked  for  alK)Ut  two  years  in  the  I-ist  Chance  Mine, 
and  then  boui-lit  a  claim  of  his  own,  located  where  the  city  now  rises 
fair.  Even  in  the  short  time  he  was  there  he  saw  a  nuirvelous  growth 
in  population,  and  the  erection  of  fine  blocks  of  buildings.  Going  from 
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Helena  to  Fort  Benton,  he  there  lx)ari!c'il  tlie  "  Viola  Belle,  '  which  was 
the  first  boat  to  run  up  the  Missouri  river,  and  sailed  down  to  St.  Louis, 
whence  he  returned  to  Pittsfield. 

The  following  day,  September  4,  1867,  he  was  married,  and  he  at 
once  assumed  the  management  of  the  Burbank  House,  which  had  just 
been  built  by  his  father,  and  was  considered  the  finest  hotel  in  western 
Massachusetts.  It  faced  on  Xorlli  ^.ireet.  ha«l  a  large  cipen  lot  in  front, 
aiul  contained  sixty-seven  rooms.  Although  it  was  considered  a  large 
houjie,  its  accommodations  were  soon  found  insufikient  to  accommodate 
all  the'  guests.  So  rapidly  did  the  business  increase  under  skilful  man- 
agement, that  in  1871^  about  four  years  later,  a  second  hotel,  the  New 
Bnrfannk,  was  opened.    This  was  nearer  the  railroad  station  than  the 

old  house,  and  contained  nc.irlv  a  hunched  and  titty  rooms.  It  had  l)een 
built  under  Mr.  Rurhank  s  supervision,  and  was  ntost  adniirahly 
equipped.  In  a  short  time  it  became  even  more  popular  than  the  old 
house,  and  its  host  became  widely  known  among  the  traveling  public. 
Commerdal  travelers  and  others  who  were  its  frequenters  made  it  a  point 
to  stay  there  as  often  as  possible.  The  first  child  bom  in  the  old  Bur- 
bank  House  was  Mr.  Ihirhank's  tirst.  and  tlic  tirst  child  Ixnn  in  the  new 
hcuse  vas  W  illiam  Roland  iiurbank,  the  eldest  son  of  the  family  now 
living. 

After  a  most  successful  experience,  Mr.  Burbank  discontinued  the 
hotel  business  some  sixteen  or  eighteen  years  ago,  and  since  then  he 
has  devoted  himself  almost  exclusively  to  real  estate  and  building  trans> 
actions.  He  has  erected  more  than  a  hundred  buildings  in  the  city,  the 
greater  nunil)cr  lor  residential  purposes,  not  conhning  liis  operations  to 
any  one  part  of  the  city,  although  he  practically  limits  himself  to  the 
best  residential  districts.  He  is  the  largest  contracting  builder  in  the 
city.  It  might  be  said  that  he  and  his  fother,  who  carried  on  extensive 
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building^  operations,  have  biiiU  the  greater  part  of  the  city.  He  fonnerly 
made  the  plans  himself,  but  now  employs  an  architect.  His  houses  are 
fitted  with  all  modem  appliances  and  improvements  and  find  a  ready 
sale.  They  include  some  apartment  houses  and  some  marble  structures. 
For  the  past  seventeen  years  Mr.  Burbank  has  made  his  home  at  the 
corner  of  l'"irst  ami  LiiumIii  streets,  in  one  of  the  handsomest  resitlences 
in  the  city.  Previous  to  that  he  hved  in  Francis  avenue  for  a  number 
of  years. 

Mr.  Burbank's  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Harriet  R.  Merrill, 
is  the  daughter  of  Noah  Merrill,  and  a  native  of  New  Lebanon,  New 
York.  Mr.  Merrill,  who  was  bom  May  ii,  1818,  in  Litchfield,  Con- 
necticut, removed  to  New  York  state  when  about  twenty  years  old,  and 

there  has  carried  nn  extensive  operations  as  a  contracting  l)nilder.  His 
wife,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Burlxink,  was  before  her  marriage  Mary  Irene 
Warden.  She  was  bora  in  West  Lebanon,  New  Yoik,  September  4, 
1824.  Mrs.  Burbank  was  bom  on  August  7,  1846.  She  was  educated 
in  the  public  and  private  schools  of  her  native  town,  and  at  Wyomanodc 
Seminary,  in  Columbia  county,  where  she  studied  for  three  or  four 
years  prior  to  her  marriage.  Slie  is  connected  liy  incml;ership  w  itli  the 
First  Congregati<jnal  church  of  I'ittslicld,  and  is  an  active  worker  in  the 
Free  Will  Society  of  the  church. 

Of  the  seven  diildren  bora  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burbank,  two  are  de- 
ceased; one  of  them,  Abraham,  a  child  of  remarkable  lovable  nature, 
died  of  scarlet  fever  at  the  age  of  two  years.  The  surviving  children 
are:  May  Ponieroy.  who  is  at  home  with  her  ])arents:  W  ilham  Roland: 
Abraham;  Ottihe  EHzaheth,  and  luKvard  I'omeroy.  Wilham  Roland 
was  a  student  at  Chester  Military  Academy  for  four  years,  being  while 
there  (me  of  the  officers  of  his  class.  He  subsequently  entered  Yale 
Law  School,  but  after  remaining  there  a  year  he  decided  that  the  pro- 
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fe«;siV)n  of  law  would  imi  lie  entirely  conprenial  to  him.  and  consequently 
witlulrcw  .md  went  into  the  hotel  busiiiC'-'-.  He  is  now  of  the  Yates 
Hotel,  at  Syracuse,  whither  he  was  called  fn  ni  the  West  End  Hotel  at 
Long  Branch.  He  has  a  fine  position  and  is  filling  it  with  credit.  Abra- 
ham Burbank,  who  was  named  for  his  grandfather,  was  educated  at  die 
Friends'  School  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island.  During  the  last  two  years 
he  has  been  at  Syracuse  in  the  employ  of  the  Swift  Beef  Company.  He 
is  nrtw  bookkeeper  and  collector.  l)einj;  the  yonngjest  man  in  any  of  the 
numerous  offices  of  the  company  to  hold  so  responsible  a  position. 

In  politics  Mr.  Burbank  is  a  Republican,  but  his  many  business  in- 
terests have  made  it  impossible  for  him  to  take  an  active  part  in  po- 
litical matters. 

GEORGE  WESLEY  BURBANK. 

George  Wesley  Burbank.  a  Iniildcr  and  real  estate  tnvner  and  im- 
prover, of  Pittsfiekl,  Massachusetts,  was  born  in  the  city  in  which  he 
now  resides,  November  8.  1837,  a  son  of  the  late  Abraham  and  Julia  N. 
(Brown)  Burbank.  and  grandson  of  Arthur  and  Sarah  (Bates)  Bur- 
bank. 

George  W.  Burbank  attended  the  public  schools  of  Pittsfield  until 
fourteen  years  old,  and  afterward  contiiuied  his  studies  at  the  acad- 
emies in  Hinsdale  and  Wilbrahani.  Returning  to  Pittstickl  he  worked 
with  his  father  until  he  received  a  practical  knowledge  of  carpentering 
and  building.  Subsequently,  with  ten  dollars  in  his  pocket,  he  went  to 
Boston  and  there  shipped  on  board  the  **  Ringleader,"  a  modem  built 
clipper,  destined  for  San  Francisco,  California.  The  voyage  around 
Cape  Horn  was  completed  in  one  hundred  and  eight  days,  a  quick  trip 
for  those  times.  In  the  spring;  of  1855  'it-  arrived  in  San  Francisco, 
and  lor  some  niontlis  worked  in  a  nurserj'.   Later,  in  company  with  a 
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farmer  by  the  name  of  Diclcmenn,  he  made  a  1\ay  press,  the  first  ever 
built  on  the  Pacific  caast.  He  then  cut  hay,  pressed  it.  and  sent  it  in  hales 
to  San  Francisco,  just  across  the  bay  from  where  he  was  located,  re- 
cei\<infir  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  a  ton  for  all  he  could  ship  in 
that  manner.  In  1857,  after  an  absence  of  two  years,  with  fourteen 
hundred  dollars  in  cash,  which  he  had  saved  in  California,  he  returned 
to  his  native  citv.  After  that  hr  \va<;  variously  employed  in  diftVrent 
places,  working-  a  |)art  of  the  time  in  building^  the  railway  between  Mint 
and  Holly  in  Michigan,  being  for  a  few  months  also  in  Saginaw, 
Michigan. 

On  April  18.  1861,  Mr.  Burbank  went  as  one  of  the  old  Allen 
Guards  to  Springfield,  where  it  was  made  a  part  of  the  Eighth  Massa- 
chusetts Volunteer  Infantry  Retrinient.  with  which  he  proceeded  to  New 
York.  Philadelphia.  Baltimore.  Anna])< ilis.  F<>rt  ^^cHenry,  Federal  Hill. 
Relay  House,  and  thence  back  to  Ualtimore.  where  the  regiment  was 
stationed  until  the  expiratioif  of  his  three  months  of  enlistment.  He  saw 
some  exciting  times  in  that  short  period  under  General  Butler.  On  one 
occasion,  when  they  were  sailing  from  Havre  de  Grace  to  Annapolis, 
the  pilot  ran  the  boat  aground,  and  all  on  board  had  a  narrow  escape 
from  death.  Mr.  Burbank  sub'^ctiucntl)  rc-cniistcd  for  two  years.  W  ith 
the  .\rmy  of  the  Cumberland  he  weiU  through  the  south  to  Atlanta, 
Georgia,  and  with  the  Army  of  the  Gulf  was  in  many  active  engage- 
ments. He  was  captured  by  the  rebels  between  Murfreesboro  and 
Nashville,  and  again  in  Louisiana,  but,  being  familiar  with  the  ways 
of  the  south  through  his  previous  employment  by  the  government  as 
dvil  engineer,  he  made  his  captors  believe  he  was  a  southerner,  and  by 
liis  shrewdness  e.scape<l  Ixitit  times. 

rpon  his  return  to  Pittstield  at  the  clo.se  of  the  war.  Mr.  Burbank 
began  operating  in  real  estate.   In  addition  to  building  the  lower  end  of 
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Burbank  street,  he  built  Spring  and  Winter  streets,  and  the  Rice  Silk 
Mill,  one  of  the  finest  in  the  city    He  also  erected  the  West  Street  Block, 

and  many  Ninallcr  l)uil(liiiRs.  anrl  metre  than  a  (|uarter  of  a  century  ago 
he  put  the  steeple  on  the  Episcojxil  church  in  Laneslx)ro.  He  has  erected 
many  buildings  on  Sumner  street,  opened  two  new  streets,  built  and  fur- 
nished a  large  greenhouse,  which  he  afterward  sold,  and  in  all  these 
undertakings  gave  employment  to  many  men,  who  were  under  his  per- 
sona! supervision.  He  is  a  strong  Rqniblican  in  politics,  and  though 
w.i  an  otTice  seeker  in  any  sense  of  the  word,  accepted  the  nomination 
for  alderman.  l)ut  was  dcieatcd  hy  cij^lit  votes  only.  He  is  a  mcnil)er  of 
VV.  W.  Rockwell  Pi>st.  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  attends  its 
various  reunions.  He  attends  and  supports  the  Memorial  church  of 
Pittsfidd. 

Mr.  Burbank  married,  June  8,  1859,  Samantha  L.  Steams,  daughter 

of  Silas  Stearns,  of  Windsor,  Massachusetts.  Tliey  are  the  parents  of 
three  children:  i.  L'lari-^^i  wife  of  W.  L.  IVIknap.  and  motlior  of 
three  children:  W  illie  L.,  Stella  and  (ieorj^e.  2.  Julia  L.,  wife  of  L.  D. 
Case,  of  Pittsfield,  and  mother  of  tliree  children :  Verona,  Florence  and 
Wesley.  3.  George  A.,  a  resident  of  Boston,  Massachusetts. 


DENNIS  MORRISSEY. 

In  the  career  of  Dennis  Morrissev.  of  St<>ckl)ri<lj^e.  arc  worthily 
excmplihed  the  industry,  business  ability  and  public  spirit  characteristic 
of  the  best  class  of  Berkshire  cotmty's  Irish- American  citizens.  He  is 
the  son  of  Michael  and  Margaret  (Buddey)  Morrissey,  who  were  mar- 
ried at  Lenox,  where  their  son  Dennis  was  bom  May  6,  1856. 

Dennis  Morrissey  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Iltiusalonic  and  dreal  iJarrington,  Massachusetts;  learned  the  trade  of 
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carriage-inakiiifj  in  the  cnrriajrc-making  dq)artment  of  the  New  Haven, 
Connecticut,  plant  of  A.  T.  Demorest  &  Con^eny,  New  York  City. 
For  five  years  following  his  mastery  of  the  trade  he  continued  in  this 
employment.  In  the  autumn  of  1880  he  came  to  Stockbridge,  where 
he  established  himself  in  business  as  an  independent  manufacturer.  He 
prospered  and  is  now  rconj^^nizcd  as  one  of  the  leading  carria^f-makers 
of  Berksliirc  county.  His  place  of  husiness  is  fully  and  completely 
equipped  in  the  best  and  most  approved  manner,  the  work  ])roduccd  is 
of  the  first  quality,  and  he  has  constantly  on  hand  a  stock  of  carriages 
of  every  style,  together  with  every  description  of  carriage  goods,  in- 
cluding harnesses,  blankets  and  robes.  His  already  large  patronage  is 
steadily  increasinja^.  In  keeping  with  his  reputation  for  prog^ressive- 
ness  Mr.  Morrissey,  recoijnizin^  that  the  autt  niohile  had  conie  to  stay, 
established  at  St«K:kl>ridge  in  1904  a  well  equipped  automobile  station, 
and  purchased  also  for  renting  purposes  a  large  touring  car.  His  pa- 
tronage in  this  direction  has  grown  to  large  proportions.  Qose  and 
unremitting  as  is  his  application  to  business  he  does  not  allow  it  to  absorb 
his  whole  time,  ami  never  fails  to  perform  all  the  duties  of  a  citizen. 
Although  n<it  an  ot^cc  seeker  he  was  in  a  niaiiner  t«»rced  to  enter  the 
political  arena.  In  1903  John  Burns,  who  had  liehl  tlie  ot'tice  of  select- 
man for  eleven  years  and  was  again  a  candidate,  died  suddenly  on  the 
very  eve  of  the  election.  Mr.  Morrissey  was  nominated  in  his  place 
and  was  defeated  by  only  five  votes.  His  efficiency  and  capability  could 
not  be  more  emphatically  attested  than  through  the  enthusiasm  with 
which  his  name  was  a,q:ain  receive<l  for  re  election  in  It/J4,  when  both 
Democratic  and  Kepnhhcan  caucuses  nominated  him  by  an  I  nnation, 
and  he  was  re-elected  by  an  oven^'helming  majority.  Mr.  Morrissey 
was  his  party's  choice  for  representative  in  1902,  and  while  he  was  de- 


Digitized  by  Google 


482 


BERKSHIRE  COUNTY 


ahead  of  his  tidcet  seventy-six  votes  in  the  fonner  and  eighty-seven 
votes  in  the  latter.   Mr.  Morrissey  married,  in  Stockbridg^e,  Catherine 

Hannan,  of  Guilford.  Connecticut,  and  tlicy  are  the  jiaronts  of  three 
daughters  and  one  son.  The  children  arc:  W'ilhani.  who  is  enijaiied 
in  the  automobile  business  at  Stockbridge;  Theresa  \V.,  a  student  at 
North  Adams  Normal  school;  Margaret  and  Katharine.  The  family 
are  members  of  St  Joseph's  diurch.  Stockbridge.  Mr.  Dennis  Mor- 
rissey is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Colnmbus. 


E.  1 !    K I \ V.  RT  P.OTSFOK D. 

E.  Herl>erl  Botsford.  educator,  founder  of  the  Xoithside  College 
Preparatory  School  at  Williamstown,  and  the  present  head  of  that  in- 
stitution, a  prominent  citizen  of  Williamstown,  where  he  has  resided 
for  various  periods  since  Septeniber,  187^  was  bom  at  Port  Byron, 
New  York.  December  18,  i860. 

Tlie  family  lai  l;<)th  sides  is  Hnglish,  its  ancestry  Ikmuj.^  traced  hack 
for  numerous  generations.  Although  the  family  tree  is  known  in  com- 
parative entirety,  the  early  record  is  not  at  hand  for  this  writing^*  and 
we  must  be  content  to  begin  the  history  with  the  grandparents.  Grand- 
father Botsford,  who  came  from  England,  located  in  Connecticut  and 
there  followed  farming  during  his  active  career.  He  took  for  wife  Miss 
Mary  A.  Clark,  also  of  English  birth,  who  came  to  America  and  settled 
at  Xurthanii)ti)n.  Massachusetts.  Of  this  couple  was  a  son,  Alfred 
I'lmeroy  Botsford,  who  became  the  Rev.  A.  P.  Botsford,  D.D.,  and 
who  lias  spent  over  half  a  century  in  the  ministry  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  and  is  now  living  at  Woodbury,  New  Jersey.  His  wife,  and  die 
mother  of  £.  Herbert,  was  Miss  Mary  A.  Pardee,  who  was  bom  in  Oneida 
county,  New  York,  and  is  a  member  of  a  large  family  that  has  long  been 
comiected  with  the  histurj'  of  central  New  York. 


BERKSHIRE  COUNTY  483 

Prepared  for  college  at  Port  Jervis,  New  York,  Mr.  Botsford 

entered  Williams  Collejje  in  September,  i  with  the  class  of  '82,  and 
ill  i88j  received  tlic  det^ree  "i  A. P..,  and  in  tlie  degree  of  A.M. 

While  in  college  he  was  a  inenilKT  nf  the  Delia  Kapj^a  Epsilon  fra- 
ternity. After  leaving  his  alma  mater  he  continued  his  studies  abroad, 
in  Germany,  and  both  by  training  and  by  natural  fitness  has  been  well 
prepared  for  a  successful  career  as  educator.  Besides  acting  as  a  col- 
lege tutor,  he  has  taught  for  varying  periods  of  time  at  Port  Jervis, 
New  York:  Hawley,  Pennsylvania:  Manchester.  Vermont,  and  Will- 
iani.-li jwn,  having  been  a  liigh  sch-'ol  priiiciiial  and  princiiKil  of  the  Man- 
chester Seminary.  In  1900  he  established  the  Xortlisidc  College  Pre- 
paratory School  at  Williamstown,  which  he  has  since  conducted  as  an 
ideal  educational  institution  of  its  kind. 

Mr.  Botsford  lias  always  been  an  upholder  of  Republican  doctrines. 
He  is  an  active  worker  in  the  Congregational  church,  holding  the  offices 
>it  1  )e;icon,  Sunday  school  supeiiiUendent.  treasurer,  etc.  His  only  con- 
nection with  secret  orders  is  with  his  college  fraternity. 

January  i,  1884,  he  married,  at  Williamstown,  Miss  Angie  £.  San- 
ford,  a  daughter  of  Charles  G.  Sanford.  Of  their  marriage  was  bom, 
December  5,  1884,  Elizabeth  Sanford  Botsford,  who,  in  June,  1905,  was 
graduated  from  Vassar  College. 


HERBERT  HUME  GADSBY.  Ph.D. 

Herbert  Hume  Gadsby,  a  well  known  educator  in  this  section  of 
Massachusetts,  now  principal  of  the  Drury  high  school,  was  bom  at 
Gilbertsville,  New  York,  August  13,  1862. 

He  prepared  for  college  at  Gilbertsville  Academy,  and  in  1886  grad- 
uated from  Cornell  University  w  ith  the  degree  of  A.B.   He  entered  uix)n 
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his  educational  career  as  teacher  of  Latin  and  Greek  at  Oswego,  New 
York,  a  place  he  held  dttringf  i8864^:  was  in  the  same  position  at 

Yonkers.  New  York,  durinfr  1 8^^0-91:  was  principal  of  the  Yonkers 
h'u^h  •<clio<i]  in  iS(>vo  i-  nnd  in  came  to  his  present  position  as  prin- 
ciii.'il  <<i  the  I'>n!rv  hi«;h  sch<K)l  at  Dniry,  Massachusetts.  Progressive  in 
his  work  and  ambitious  for  continual  advancement,  he  has  never  fallen 
into  educational  ruts  nor  failed  to  keep  a1>reast  of  the  spirit  of  the  times. 
On  the  completion  of  his  course  of  study  and  after  a  successful  exami- 
nation and  the  !|  >i  >r ontiI  of  his  thesis,  in  1892,  he  received  from  New 
York  L  niwrsity  the  dcj^ree  of  Ph.T"). 

Mr.  Gadshy  is  a  Republican  in  ix>lilics,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational church. 


DAVID  INGERSOm  JR. 

David  Tngfersi>Il.  Jr.,  was  for  a  few  vears  immeiliately  precetlingf 
the  n-\oUition,  a  resident  of  ("iieat  [»arring^i  n.  He  acquired  position 
and  inriuence,  and  was  a  prominent  tigure  in  the  j>ohtics  of  the  southern 
part  of  Berkshire  county,  but  became  an  obnoxious  Tory,  and  was  driven 
from  his  home  by  the  people,  and  sought  refuge  in  England.  The  story 
of  his  life  during  those  days  was  written  by  Mr.  Giarles  J.  Taylor,  who 
acknowlctlged  his  obligaticns  to  Mr.  Robert  C.  Rockwell  for  much  of  his 
maliTial.  Mr.  Taylor's  pa])er  was  published  iti  tlie  '*( "ol lections  of  the 
lierkshire  Historical  and  Scientific  Society  "  in  1899,  and  from  it  the 
following:  narrative  is  condensed: 

David  Ingersoll,  Sr.,  father  of  David  IngersoU,  Jr.,  having  previ> 
ously  resided  in  WestfieUl,  Springiield  and  Brodcfield,  Massachusetts, 
settled  in  what  is  now  Great  Harrington,  as  earl\  as  1739.  He  became 
a  brge  landowner,  and  in  the  year  of  his  coming  built  mills  and  iron 
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works  on  the  Hjjusatonic  river,  near  Great  Barrinstoii.  He  became  the 
priiici])al  man  of  affairs  in  tlie  Xorth  I'arisli  of  SlK'tVit'Iil.  an<l  was  cap- 
tain nf  militia,  -dectman  ut  Shcliicld,  rqircscntcd  the  tt-wn  in  the  gen- 
eral court,  ami  was  a  justice  of  the  peace.  He  suffered  business  reverses 
and  the  displeasure  of  the  provincial  government,  and  for  the  last  eight- 
een years  of  his  life  he  occupied  no  official  position.  His  second  wife 
was  Submit  Horton.  and  the>'  were  the  parents  nf  David  Tn^rsoll,  Jr. 

David  li timers,  ill,  Jr..  Ixini  in  wliat  is  now  liarrinpflon.  Scplenihcr 
2'».  1 7-1-',  graduatctl  from  \'alc  Citllejjc  at  the  a.t;e  of  nineteen.  He 
studied  law,  and  wa<;  admitted  to  the  lutr  in  April,  1765,  and  at  once 
entered  upon  practice  in  Sheffield,  and  he,  with  Theodore  Sedgwick  and 
Mark  Hopkins,  principally  represented  the  legal  talent  of  southern  Berk* 
shire  prior  to  the  revolution.  He  was  not  regarded  as  the  equal  of  the 
two  named  with  him,  but  he  was  a  lawyer  of  very  creditable  attain- 
ment^, which  with  his  somewhat  im]M»int,'^  i»ic-ence  and  andacily  of 
manner,  made  liim  a  eomiR;litur  not  to  be  treated  with  disresjiect.  In 
1768  he  removed  to  Great  Barrington,  where  he  purchased  a  dwelling 
house  and  several  acres  of  land,  upon  which  he  resided  until  he  left  the 
country  in  1774.  The  house  was  torn  down  about  1894,  and  upon  the 
lot  now  stands  the  efegrant  stone  mansion  erected  by  Mrs.  Mark  Hopkins- 
Searle<.  Mr.  Inyersoll  was  not  married,  ami  it  is  believed  that  his 
mother  presided  over  his  home  until  177^,  when  she  died,  and  afterward 
by  his  sister,  Louisa.  He  was  active  in  the  transaction  of  town  affairs 
at  ShcfKeld,  and  his  name  aj^iears  several  times  as  a  member  of  town 
committees,  overseer  of  the  workhouse,  and  sur>'eyor  of  highways.  After 
his  removal  to  Great  Barringfton.  still  holding  his  commission  as  justice 
of  the  pe.ue.  uliieh  ir.ade  him  one  of  the  ma.t,Mslrate>  the  court  of 
general  sessions,  lie  was  accustomed  t'l  liold  court  at  his  residence,  an<l 
he  continued  to  act  in  a  judif'^al  capacity  until  June,  1774,  although,  as 
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appears  from  a  file  of  his  writs  now  in  existence,  the  actions  brought 

before  him  were  for  the  most  part  of  trivial  imixutance.  In  the  sprinp 
of  1769  he  was  chosen  one  uf  the  selectmen  of  Great  Barrins^on,  and 
he  was  re-elected  f<»r  two  or  more  succeeding  years.  In  May,  i/fK).  he 
was  elected  to  the  olhce  of  representative,  and  by  successive  re-elections 
his  term  was  extended  to  cover  a  period  of  five  years.  He  was  appar- 
ently in  sympathy  with  the  Whigs  of  that  time,  and  had  a  large  follow- 
ing.  though  he  was  opposed  by  many  influential  citizens  who  had  little 
faith  in  his  sincerity.  Little  is  known  of  his  lej^isl.itiv  c  career.  Init  he 
eventually  ingratiated  himself  with  Governor  Hutchinson,  who  in  June. 
1773,  commissioned  him  captain  of  a  company  of  cadets  at  Great  Har- 
rington, with  the  rank  of  major,  and  this  Mr.  IngersolKs  opponents  con- 
strued as  a  reward  for  the  surrender  of  principles  he  had  previously  pro- 
fessed, and  of  fealty  to  Governor  Hutchinson.  It  does  not  appear  that 
his  C'm']).niy  of  cadets  e\cr  ortjanized.  but  tliere  is  no  doubt  but  Major 
Ingcrsol!  became  a  firm  su|)|>orler  of  his  patron. 

In  1774  Major  Ingersoll's  political  career  came  to  an  inglorious 
end.  Notwithstanding  his  rumored  affiliation  with  Governor  Hutch- 
inscm,  he  was  re-elected  representative  for  the  fifth  time,  and  in  a  force- 
ful speech  he  assured  his  constituents  of  his  steady  adherence  to  the 
principles  he  had  ever  held,  and  of  his  devotion  to  the  rig-hts  and  liber- 
ties of  the  ])eo];!e.  ( )n  his  return  from  the  ensuing  session  of  the  leg^is- 
lature.  he  fi  unrl  a  changed  feeling  among  his  constituents.  They  had 
learned  that  he  was  one  of  the  signers  of  tlie  laudatory  address  presented 
to  Governor  Hutchinson  on  the  eve  of  his  departure  for  England,  and 
they  viewed  him  with  abhorrence.  Events  of  startling  import  rapidly 
succeeded  each  other.  The  port  of  Boston  had  been  closed;  hcrtraderj 
and  commerce  were  paralyzed:  her  Whig  residents  had  been  subiectevi 
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in  by  Briti!>h  Ixiyoticts.  These  coiiditii ms,  i)erhai)S,  emboldened  Major 
Ingersoll,  leading  him  to  believe  that  the  rebellious  spirit  of  the  Ameri- 
cans was  soon  to  be  crushed  out.  In  the  summer  of  1774  he  seems  to 
have  openly  arawed  his  attachment  to  British  interests — to  have  ex- 
pressed his  opinions  with  arrc^fance  and  agign'cssiveness,  and  to  have 
habituallv  s<>  demeaned  Iiini«-elf  as  tr>  l)ei<«nie  exceedini^Iy  ohnoximis  to 
the  greater  jxtrt  oi  the  ixn.i)Ie.  So  hitler  was  this  leehiig  that  twice  he 
apparently  became  the  object  of  mob  fury.  These  outbreaks  have  been 
described  in  a  confusing  manner.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  Ingersoll 
was  attacked  before  blood  was  shed  in  the  Revolution. 

Major  Ingersoll's  enforced  departure  from  the  country  was  thus 
described  in  Sheldon's  '*  Histor>-  of  Deertiehl  " : 

"  Ani^nst  igth  eaine  news  that  i»n  the  i6th  tlie  court  at  (  ireat  Bar- 
rington  had  l^ceii  stopped.  Uavid  Ingersoll  mobbed,  and  the  windows  of 
his  house  broken.  *  *  *  Ingersoll  came  over  the  mountains  to  Chester- 
field, but  he  was  out  of  the  fr>  ini;  i>an  into  the  fire.  He  and  Col.  Israel 
William<  were  'jei/e^l  by  a  moh.  an<l  compclkvl  to  sijjn  a  covenant  dic- 
tated by  their  captors.  I'.oth,  with  Dr.  Ebenezcr  Barnard  (whose  wife 
was  a  sister  of  Mf.  Intrersoll),  and  John  Graves,  of  Pittsfield,  took  to 
the  \vi  <k1s  for  Hatfield.  Here  Ingersoll  '^  H  nto  the  hands  of  another 
niol),  wliich  drove  him  nut  of  town,  nnd  <  iti  the  24th  he  sonifht  refut^e 
in  Deerfield  for  rest  and  comfort,  l  lic  atmosphere  here  increased  in 
temperature  so  fast  that  Ingersoll  took  advice  from  his  friends — per- 
haps also  from  his  fe.irs — and  on  the  same  day  turned  his  horses'  heads 
toward-;  Ilostoti — that  haven  of  distressed  Tories.  His  coat  and  his 
p<xket-hook  followed  him  to  Deerfield  on  the  25th." 

Of  his  flight  on  this  occasion,  a  tradition  is  preserved  by  his  descend- 
ants in  England  (proKibly  handed  down  by  Ingersoll  himself)  that  he 

was  pursue<l  hy  a  larj^e  iiunil)er  of  lior>emen.  who  pressed  him  closely, 
and  upon  whom  he  turned,  inihorscd  two  or  three  of  the  foremost,  and 
made  his  escape.  He  probably  arrived  at  Boston  about  September  ist, 
and  on  the  12th  he  mortgaged  his  homestead  in  Great  Barrington  to  the 
Rev.  John  Troutbeck,  who  was  also  a  refugee,  for  the  stmi  of  eighty- 
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five  jxmiuls.  Tliis  was  prcsuinaMy  to  <;uj)i)ly  himself  with  funtls  lr»r  his 
voyage,  for  not  long  after  he  sailed  for  liiigland.  ne\er  to  return.  Alter 
his  departure  his  homestead  was  taken  in  charge  by  the  authorities  and 
leased  for  several  years.  Later,  after  government  was  estatdished,  the 
property  was  parcelled  out  under  executions  to  satisfy  Ingersoll's  cred- 
itors, and  an  aiE^ent  was  appointed  to  administer  npon  his  estate  as  an 
"absentee."  Tlio  ])r<:iKrt\  wa>^  nut  ccntiscated.  as  has  liccn  staled,  hut 
Ingcrsiiil  was  jK-oscrilMid  inid  haiiishe<l  hy  the  conscription  act  of  1778. 

Little  is  known  of  Ingersoli  during  his  first  few  years  residence 
in  England.  It  is  known  that  he  had  sc»ne  correspondence  with  his 
sister  Sarah,  wife  of  the  Dr.  Ebenezer  Barnard,  of  Deerfield.  In  (xie 
of  his  letters  to  her  he  intimated  that  he  might  become  a  member  of 
parliament.  1)nt  his  expectation  was  n.ot  realized.  The  British  |::;"o\em- 
ment  granted  him  a  i>enston  of  £joo  sterling,  whicli  was  reduced  to  £100 
under  a  revision  of  the  pension  list  made  in  1783.  He  lived  at  Thetford, 
in  Norfolk  county,  and  was  captain  of  militia. 

David  Ingersoli  and  Frances  Rebecca  Ryley  were  married  at  St 
Oithbert's  church,  Thetford,  June  17,  1783,  by  the  Rev.  H.  C.  Manning, 
an  uncle  of  the  bride,  and  the  church  records  contain  the  signature  of 
b4>ili  the  jiartics,  who  were  at^'cd  forty-two  ami  tweiuy-two,  respectively. 
P' ranees  R.  Ryley  was  haptized  ( )ctoi>er  y.  \'~(>\,  in  St.  (iregory's  church, 
Norwich.  She  was  the  only  child  and  heiress  of  Philip  Kemsey  Ryley, 
and  granddaughter  of  Sir  Philip  Ryley,  of  Great  Hocham  Hall,  in  Nor- 
folk. Sir  Philip,  who  died  January  6,'  1732,  was  bom  at  Hocham;  he 
was  for  many  years  commissioner  of  woods  and  forests,  ranger  of  Dean 
Forest,  and  a  conunis-^ioner  of  excise. 

After  his  marriage,  David  Inj^ersoll  resided  with  his  wife  at  Hop- 
ton  House,  near  Thetford,  in  Suffolk  county.  He  lived  as  a  retired 
gentleman,  was  highly  respected,  and  mingled  in  the  best  society  of  Suf- 
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folk  and  Norfolk.  He  was  <it  lar^c  stature,  as  arc  his  descendants.  His 
wife,  on  the  contrar>%  was  below  the  average  size,  and  th^  were  famil- 
iarly known  among  their  friends  as  "  the  Giant  and  the  Dwarf."  David 
Ingersoll  died  at  Hoi^on,  November  io»  1796,  and  the  record  of  his 
burial  thtis  ,i|)iK..irs  upon  the  Hopton  chnrch  hooks:  "Nov.  15,  1796, 
David  TnL''ersoI].  late  of  Tlietford.  Ixini  in  thf  Pro'-iucc  of  W\i'  Ettf^tavd 
in  Xurtii  America — aged  54  years."'  His  widow  sun'ived  him  a  littic 
more  than  seven  months,  and  died  June  22,  1797.  Their  children  were : 

1.  Philip  Ryie>'  Ingersoll.  horn  June  17,  1787;  died  in  1828.  His 
descetnlants  are  living  in  England. 

2.  Mar>-  Kcn^H-y  !n|.;ersoll.  bom  March  6,  1789:  died  April.  1806. 
T,.  l-  f'-'dcrick  lloi  ton   Ihhxt^.  ill.  Iiorn    iJf^K    <lit'd  at  tlie  of 

seventy-eight,  alxuit  i8(>S.   He  was  the  faiher  of  Riley  Thomas  Ingersoll. 


JOHN  BKOWX  TVLL:K. 

The  family  of  which  John  Brown  Tyler,  a  retired  manufacturer 
and  leading  citizen  of  North  Adams,  Massachusetts,  is  a  representative. 

was  l<»unded  in  this  country  by  Job  'iVIcr.  who  is  supposed  to  have 
been  l)<)rn  in  l^ngland  alxaU  the  year  His  name  apjiears  nn  the 

records  of  Andover  and  Mendon,  Massachusetts,  he  ha\  ing  sold  a  tann 
in  the  latter  town  in  1700,  being  at  that  time  over  eighty  years  of  age. 
The  name  of  his  wife  was  Mary,  but  nothing  is  known  of  her  family 
history.  The  line  of  descent  is  traced  through  his  son,  Samuel  Tyler,  of 
Andover,  Massachnsetts.  to  Samuel  Tyler,  of  Andover  and  Attlcboro, 
Massaclnisett>.  to  Xatban  Tyler,  ot'  Atllelxiro.  Ma>>achu<ett<,  to  Thomas 
Tyler,  of  Attleboro  and  Adam>.  .Mas>aehii-etts,  wiio  in  1792  married 
Mary  Blakley.  bom  in  1770,  first  female  child  born  in  the  settlement 
subsequently  known  as  Adams,  Massachusetts,  daughter  of  Justice 
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Bhiklev,  iKini  in  17.V'.  wIn)  c.iiik-  from  \\'atcil)ur>".  Connecticut,  to 
Adams,  Massachusetts,  al  <ait  1766,  son  of  Tilley  Blakley,  born  1705, 
who  was  a  son  of  Samuel  Blakley,  a  son  of  Samuel  Blakley,  who  in  turn 
was  a  son  of  Thomas  Blakley,  who  landed  from  the  ship  "  Hopewell 
in  Massachusetts  Bay  in  1635.  The  children  of  Thomas  and  Mary 
(Blakley)  Tyler  were:    Henr\',  Lucy,  and  Duty  Sayles  Tyler. 

Duty  Saylcs  Tyler,  son  f>f  Tlionias  and  Maty  (Blakley)  Tyler,  was 
twoin  in  Adams.  Massachusetts,  in  ijgt).  He  first  entered  the  employ 
of  Abram  Anthony,  of  Adams,  to  learn  the  business  of  manufacturing 
cotton  yam,  about  the  year  1S20,  and  two  or  three  years  later  he  witii 
his  brother-in-lawi  Stephen  Brayton  Brown,  formed  a  copartnership 
and  under  the  firm  name  of  Brown  &  Tyler  they  leased  a  small  mill 
and  machinery  of  derslK  im  Turner  for  the  in  unn.n  tnre  and  coloring  of 
cotton  yarn.  The  mill  was  locateil  near  where  the  Broadley  mill  now 
Stands,  in  Adams,  which  is  owned  by  the  Renfrew  Company.  This  wa.« 
before  the  introduction  of  power  looms,  the  yam  being  woven  on  the  old 
hand  loom.  In  1827  William  Jenks,  of  Adams,  was  admitted  to  the 
firm,  which  was  then  known  under  the  style  of  Brown,  Jenks  &  Tyler, 
and  they  leased  the  mill  known  .as  the  Old  Eajjle  mill  ot  Caleb  1'.  Tur- 
ner for  three  years,  and  at  the  expiration  <if  that  i)eriod  ot  time  Mr. 
Jenks  retired  from  the  firm,  Messrs.  Brown  &  1  yler  then  purcliased 
the  land  and  water  power  where  the  Johnson  Dunbar  mills  are  now 
located,  and  the  following  year  erected  a  mill  building  and  placed  there- 
in machinery  for  the  printing  of  calico.  This  undertaking  proved  ex- 
ceedingly successful,  and  from  time  to  time  they  enlargetl  the  mill, 
added  other  l)uil<lings  and  also  purchased  large  tracts  of  land.  In  1S30 
the  partnership  was  dissolved,  Mr.  I  xler  taking  a  large  farm  for  his 
interest  in  tlie  concern,  and  he  resided  thereon  until  1845,  engaged  in 
farming.   He  then  exchanged  this  farm  with  Rodman  H.  Wdls  for  his 
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interest  in  the  L'nion  Woolen  mills,  which  was  then  manufacturing 
woolen  cloth  with  cotton  warp.  This  mill  was  located  on  Union  street, 
North  Adams.  The  mill  and  machinery  were  destroyed  by  fire  in  1852, 
but  another  building  equipped  with  machinery  was  erected  the  same 
year,  and  Mr.  Tyler  retained  his  interest  in  the  i)r«i|>crty  up  to  the  time 
of  liis  decease  in  i^^J.  He  was  a  director  in  the  C)hl  Adams  P.aiik  iv<'m 
alxnii  1S40  to  1857,  a  period  of  seventeen  years,  durinj^  se\eral  \cars 
of  which  time  he  ser\'ed  as  president  He  joined  the  Baptist  church 
in  North  Adams  in  1831,  holding  membership  in  the  same  up  to  his 
death,  and  in  1832  was  elected  a  deacon  of  the  same.  In  politics  he  was 
a  Whig  and  Republican.  Duty  Sayles  Tyler  tnarried  Amy  Arnold 
Brdwn.  Imrn  in  Adams,  Massachusetts,  1806.  She  was  a  Hiieal  de- 
scendant ol  Chat!  lin>\\n.  \\li(<  left  Huston.  Massachusetts,  with  Roger 
Williams  for  Providence,  Kluxle  Island,  and  who  was  the  founder  of 
the  famous  Brown  family  of  that  town.  He  visited  England  and  was 
ordained  a  deacon  in  the  Baptist  church,  later  returning  to  Providence, 
Rhode  Island.  The  line  of  descent  is  traced  to  Daniel  Brown,  Jabez 
Brown.  William  Brown,  Eleazer  Brown,  of  Adams,  Massachusetts, 
who  married  Sarah  Scott,  alxmt  ijUS,  to  John  i^rown,  Ixun  1770.  the 
first  male  white  child  born  in  the  town  of  Adams,  who  married  Phoebe 
Brayton  about  1790,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  Amy  Arnold 
(Brown)  Tyler.  John  Brown  died  in  1863.  Three  children  were  bom 
to  Duty  Sayles  and  Amy  Amdd  (Brown)  Tyler:  John  Brown,  men- 
tioned hereinafter;  M.  Louise,  who  became  the  wife  of  George  B. 
Perrv'.  r)f  North  Adams:  and  (  Mnielia.  \\ln>  died  in  chil<lhoi>d.  Mrs. 
Tyler,  t!ie  mother  of  llici>e  children,  died  in  the  \  (  r  iS8ti. 

John  Brown  Tyler  was  bom  in  Adams,  Massachusetts,  October 
3,  1826.  He  first  attended  the  district  school  and  later  pursued  his 
studies  in  private  schools  conducted  by  Charles  Emerson,  Isaac  Holman 
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:.xu\  I.yniau  'nKMiiM  ii.  aii«l  at  the  Anns  Acatk-iny  «>f  Slielbuni  Falls. 
Jn  1843  he  eiilered  the  employ  of  In^'alls  &  Tyler  to  learn  the  manu- 
facturing of  woolen  doth  and  all  other  branches  of  the  business.  In 
1850,  with  William  S.  Blackinton  and  Charles  Atkinson,  he  purdiased 
of  Sanford  Blackinton  a  half  interest  in  the  Blackinton  Manufac- 
turitiq;  pr.  iM  fy,  but  in  i860  he  retired  from  the  firm,  disposing  of  his 
interest  t<t  Saiifonl  lilackinti  mi.  llic  saiiu'  year  he  purc-liascd  a  one- 
third  intere>t  in  the  liit;alls  &  Tyler  C'l  inpatiy  property,  in  which  liis 
father  wa?;  interested  at  the  time  of  his  <leath.  11.  Clay  Bliss  purcha>e<I 
a  one-tliird  interest  of  Mr.  Samuel  Ingalls,  and  the  latter  retaining  his 
interest  the  firm  continued  business  under  the  style  of  Ingalls,  Tyler  & 
Co.  In  1863  Mr.  Ingalls  died  and  his  interest  was  then  purchased  by 
the  other  partners ;  the  name  of  the  firm  being  then  clianged  to  tliat  of 
Tyltr  &  I'liss,  which  continuetl  mull  in  wiiieli  year  they  retired 

from  business,  and  since  then  Mr.  'J"\  kr  has  spent  his  time  in  attending 
to  his  private  aflfairs.  He  was  president  of  the  Xorth  Adams  Gas  Light 
Company  several  years,  and  was  an  active  factor  in  the  building  of  the 
first  plant  for  the  manufacturing  of  gas.  He  was  a  director  in  the 
Adams  National  Bank  for  six  years,  a  director  of  the  North  Adams 
W  ookn  ( nmpany.  and  was  one  of  the  pronu'tcrs  of  the  company  which 
confctructetl  the  lirst  water  works.  He  served  as  assessor  for  the  town 
four  years,  tax  collector  five  years,  and  was  a  member  of  the  prudential 
committee  of  the  North  Adams  fire  district  about  fifteen  years.  He  has 
always  attended  the  services  of  the  Baptist  church,  although  not  a  mem- 
ber of  that  denomination.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics.  Mr.  Tyler 
married.  XovemK-r  iS,  Harriet  Amelia  Tinker,  of  North  Adams, 

who  was  educated  in  the  public  schcmls  of  Xorth  ,\dams  and  the  jjrivate 
schools  of  Charles  Hnierson,  Isaac  Holman  and  Lyman  Thomson,  the 
latter  occupying  at  that  time  the  Drury  buildings.    She  was  a  daughter 
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of  (  iptaiii  <  iiles  Tinker,  who  was  a  captain  in  the  niihtiu  of  the  state 
of  Massachusetts  for  se\'eral  years.  He  was  the  first  to  intmdtice  the 
power  loom  in  the  town  of  North  Adams,  being  a  leading  manufac- 
turer of  machinery  of  all  kinds,  also  a  manufacturer  of  cotton  cloth. 
He  was  an  active  memlier  of  the  Methodist  church  in  the  town  of  Adams 
from  1814  h<  the  latter  named  heinj^^  the  year  of  his  death,  ^^rs. 

Tyler  w;i>  left  .-in  orphan  at  the  i>\  three  years  and  was  rearctl  l)y 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  RichiiKnid.  The  issue  of  this  union  was  the 
following  children:  Edward  Duty.  lx)rn  1850,  at  North  Adams,  was 
educated  at  the  Drury  school,  and  Mills  school  of  South  Williamstown. 
and  was  engriged  in  an  insurance  agency.  In  1879  he  married  M. 
Louise  BifTcIow,  nf  BaUhvinsville.  Onondaga  county.  New  York.  He 
die<l  in  l8<>o.  Ehzal^-th  Louise.  Ixirn  iS^f),  was  ethuatcd  in  tlie  juihhc 
schools  and  Drnry  high  .school.  Mrs.  Tyler,  wlm  was  iiUcrcstcd  in 
benevolent  work  and  was  a  member  of  the  hospital  lioard,  tlied  Septem- 
ber 29,  1893. 

DR.  ELIHU  S.  HAWKES. 

Dr.  Klihu  S.  Ilawkc-.  <<\  Xoith  Adams,  was  a  man  of  tine  attain- 
ments and  great  strength  <»t  character,  and  it  was  said  of  him  by  a 
biographer  that  "  the  town  had  few  citizens  of  more  note,  and  few  dis- 
tinguished by  as  marked  ami  honorable  characteristics,  or  whose  moral 
influence  was  so  powerful  and  wholesome."  His  family  was  famous 
in  the  history  of  the  French  and  Indian  wars.  Sergeant  (afterward 
Colonel)  Hawkes.  who  was  commander  of  l-'ort  .Mass;ichiisetts  at  the 
tinie  of  its  c;i[)tiire  and  destruction,  was  probably  a  brother  of  Dr. 
Piawkes'  great-grandfather,  Eleazer,  who  was  killed  and  scalped  in  1746^ 
on  the  site  of  the  Ifarrisun  farm  in  North  Adams.  From  the  last- 
named  the  line  of  descent  to  Dr.  Hawkes  is  through  Seth  to  Samuel, 
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who  was  father  <>f  the  sii!)jcct  of  this  narrative.  Samuel  Haukes  was 
born  in  tlie  fort  at  Giarleniont,  in  which  the  pecjple  took  refuge  during 
the  Indian  uprisings. 

Dr.  Hawkes  was  jborn  at  Deerfield»  Massachusetts,  July  25,  i8ot. 
The  first  event  in  his  life  which  produced  an  indelible  impression  upon 
his  mind  was  in  1806,  when  he  was  little  more  than  five  years  old — a 
total  eclipse  of  the  «nn.  which  his  father  impressed  upon  him  to  teach 
him  the  <li\  ipe  power  through  the  trutlis  of  astron(»niy.  He  het^m  his 
education  at  the  Dccrfield  Acndeniy  at  a  very  early  age.  leaving  it 
when  he  was  only  eight  years  old,  and  he  noted  in  his  "  Reminiscences  " 
at  a  later  day  that  he  was  then  as  far  advanced  in  the  ordinary  branches 
as  are  most  children  of  the  present  day  at  the  age  of  ten  years.  He  left 
the  academy  because  of  the  removal  of  his  parents  to  Qiariemont,  where 
the  school  facilities  were  so  inferior  that  he  was  sent  to  live  with  his 
uncle,  Dr.  Allen,  at  P.tickland,  ami  with  wlioni  he  remained  until  he  was 
fourteen,  out  of  school  hours  assisting  the  uncle  in  compounding  medi> 
cines,  and  thus  obtaining  some  knowledge  of  medicinal  substances.  He 
subsequently  attended  the  Sanderson  Academy  in  Ashland,  in  order  to 
acquire  such  knowledge  of  the  languages  as  would  be  of  aid  in  the 
study  of  medicine,  and  lie  had  made  suitable  proficiency  before  he  w^s 
seventeen.  Ilis  friends  thinking  hiin  t(K)  yonng  to  enter  u]Km  profes- 
sional studies,  he  Ijccxme  clerk  in  a  store,  antl  his  reminiscences  of  this 
period  are  worthy  of  repeating  as  presenting  a  specimen  of  his  style  of 
writing,  and  as  deleting  the  country  store  and  people  of  that  early  day: 

"  The  four  years  from  the  age  of  sixteen  to  twenty  do  more  toward 
forming  character  for  life  than  any  other  four  in  human  existence,  and 
a  country  store  is  one  of  the  he^^t  schools  for  the  study  of  human  nature. 
Here  we  meet  with  everv  class  and  evcrv  erade  of  human  societv:  the 
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tmms  pro<lii?ality :  the  «elf-inflntcd  egotistical  dandy,  with  his  borrowed 
or  >^ti)lcii  lialjilinients;  the  tinselled  village  coquette,  with  her  spangled 

rnii'iLjs  hut  harrcn  mind.  In  short,  every  cl.-iss  (if  every  trihe  of  every 
natH'ii  visits  the  enutUry  «t(>re.  cither  U)  tcet  what  they  want,  to  lonk  at 
what  they  do  nut  want,  or  to  display  their  verlxjsity,  to  the  chagrin  and 
anno\-ance  of  the  owner,  and  to  the  ridicule,  if  not  the  contemi>t,  of  the 
clerks.  In  a  place  of  that  descrijition  1  passetl  the  time  fr'Uii  -ixtecn  to 
twenty  years,  pari  i>t  the  time  a>^  clerk,  and  the  rest  as  partner.  During 
that  tunc  I  was  well  schooled  in  the  arts,  tricks,  Irautls  and  corruptions 
of  business  life." 

Tliis.  however.  w;is  l  eft  re  the  tcmiK'rance  reformation,  and  when 
New  England  rum  and  imported,  dry  goods  were  sold  over  the  same 
counter.  It  was  during  this  period  that  he  detemuned  upon  total  ab- 
stinence for  himself,  and  he  was  a  warm  advocate  of  the  cause  tiirough- 
out  his  life. 

At  the  age  of  twenty  Dr.  Hawkes  began  the  study  of  medicine  under 
Drs.  Siiiiili  and  ("lark,  at  AslitieM.  llis  instructors  did  not  agree  uixin 
.til  protessn  iKil  i>oinis,  from  which  the  yoiuig  >tuilent  inferred  that  "  the 
greatest  numl)er  and  \  ariet\  of  view  s  he  could  get,  the  greater  would  be 
his  resources  for  instruction  when  the  time  came  to  gather  material  for 
a  practical  life."  He  therefore  went  under  the  instruction  of  Dr.  Wins- 
low,  of  Colerain,  a  popular  operative  sui^eon.  In  1823  he  attended  a 
course  of  lectures  at  the  Berkshire  Medical  College,  Pittsficld,  then  in 
its  second  year.  J  lis  comments  ui^on  the  laculty,  severe  in  some  points, 
show  him  to  have  been  a  thorough  and  observant  pupil,  'ilie  next  year 
he  studied  with  Dr.  Washburn,  of  Greenfield,  who  had  an  extensive  [nac- 
tice  and  was  often  sought  in  consultation.  The  same  year  he  studied  in 
Boston,  whose  medical  school  was  then  the  best  in  America,  and  made 
careful  observations  in  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital.  He  next 
studied  under  Dr.  Jia\  ucs,  "i  Rou  e.  ;i  capable  i)b\sician,  but  unversed  in 
surgery,  which  Dr.  Hawkes,  out  ui  his  experience  in  Boston,  took  upon 
himself.   In  1625  he  took  liis  third  course  of  lectures  at  the  Berkshire 
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Medical  Collcjire.  and  received  his  medical  degree  from  Williams  Col- 
lege, as  the  law  ret i n i rn I . 

Inimediately  after  gradiriticn.  Dr.  Hawkes  entered  upon  practice 
at  Rowe,  in  association  with  Dr.  Haynes,  whose  daughter  he  married  in 
1826.  His  wife  died  three  years  later,  leaving  ait  infant  daughter,  and 
he  was  so  much  affected  by  her  loss  that  he  left  Rowe  and  removed  to 
North  Adams,  his  father-in-law  accompanying  him.  There,  through 
the  nntvin<:  away  ut  other  prnctitu 'iK'r<.  or  their  ctiiiat;iiii;  in  ciher  occ«- 
pation:^.  he  soon  came  '"n  cliarge  of  ahuost  all  liie  iiu  dical  practice  of  the 
neighborhood,  which  became  so  extensive  that  he  took  a  partner  in  the 
person  of  Dr.  Long.  Dr.  Hawkes  had  almost  the  entire  obstetrical  prac- 
tice, and  his  cases  numbered  from  one  hundred  and  twenty  to  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  in  a  year.  While  conservative,  he  was  also  progressive^ 
and,  while  he  welcomed  and  adopted  well  established  discoveries  in  med- 
ical science,  he  profoundly  detested  new  schools  of  medicine,  and  held 
tenaciously  to  allopathic  principles. 

While  busily  engaged  with  his  professional  duties,  he  was  also  active 
in  other  fields.  He  dealt  largely  in  real  estate,  and,  while  some  of  his 
operations  were  disastrous^  in  a  majority  of  instances  he  was  success- 
ful.  While  he  gained  by  the  purchase  and  sale  of  land,  and  from  his 
practice,  he  always  kept  in  view  the  present  and  future  welfare  of  the 
town,  and  gave  lilK-rally  to  public  iniprovenienls  and  private  charities. 
Foreinost  in  every  nio\  rni<  -  t  that  would  redound  to  tlie  credit  and  bene- 
fit of  the  town,  he  established  its  first  newspaper,  providing  the  press 
and  types  out  of  his  personal  funds.  He  was  a  Puritan  of  the  Puritaiis» 
and  identified  himself  with  the  Congr^tionalists.  Through  his  con- 
tributions and  effort  their  first  church  (a  very  creditable  structure  for 
its  da\  )  was  Iniilt  ujion  hind  given  1)\  him,  and  for  a  score  of  years  hc 
paid  one-half  of  the  pastor's  salar)'.   It  was  mainly  through  his  inHuencc 
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that  Mr.  Dniry.  of  Florida,  made  the  heqtiest  which  trave  to  the  town 
Dnirv-  Acarleniy.  nn  institution  wliicli  has  l"ni;-  bad  an  incalcnlahly  bene- 
ficial influence.  Dr.  Ilawkes  was  aniong^  the  earliest  and  most  zealous 
friends  of  the  Hoosac  Tunnel,  and  removed  the  first  shovelful  of  earth 
which  marked  the  beji^nning  of  that  stupenduous  undertaking. 

In  1863  Dr.  Hawkcs  removed  to  Troy  and  encrawed  in  a  commercial 
undertakitiLj  wliiili  ;>ni\ed  so  d's^istrons  that  it  would  ba\e  cruslicd  one 
of  less  vigor  and  (ietcniiination.  but  he  returned  to  North  Adams  and  so 
far  recouped  his  fortunes  as  to  leave  to  his  heirs  a  handsome  competency. 
During  the  Civil  war.  when  occurred  the  great  battles  in  the  Wilderness, 
he  eafifcrly  responded  to  the  call  f<:r  volunteer  surgeons,  giving  his  services 
gratuitnuslv.  and  defrayintj  liis  own  expenses. 

Dr.  Hawkcs  niarricil.  Xovenibcr  4.  1)^30.  .Sophia  F.  .Nhliey,  born 
in  N.itchez.  Mississippi,  August  21.  1812.  She  died  March  4,  187C.  Dr. 
Hawkes  held  her  in  the  most  tender  and  touching  devotion,  delighting  in 
honoring  her  memory,  dwelling  with  pathetic  tenderness  upon  her  ChriS' 
tian  iu:races  and  the  -rtat  loss  he  hnd  sustained  in  her  death,  and  often 
repeating  tiic  exquisite  lines  in  Dr.  King's  eleg)'  to  his  wife: 

"  Sleep  on.  ni\  love,  in  thy  cold  bed 
Xe\er  to  be  disquieted! 
My  last  good  night!  Thou  wilt  not  wake 
Till  I  thy  fate  shall  overtake; 
Till  age.  or  grief,  or  sickness  must 
Marry  niy  Ixuly  to  the  du'^t 
It  -^c  nnicii  lo\es,  anil  fill  the  room 
My  heart  keeps  empty  in  thy  tomb." 

Dr.  Hawkes  died  May  17,  1879,  in  his  seventy-eighth  year.  His 
character  was  thus  epitomized  by  an  apjircciative  friend :  "  He  was  a 

man  of  culture,  close  observer  of  nature,  and  a  philosopher  of  that  school 
whose  teachings  are  fouinle<l  uiH>n  the  Christian  religion.  Frequently 
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called  to  mourn  the  loss  of  near  relatives,  he  exhibited  that  patient  sub- 
mission to  the  ^vill  of  God  which  is  the  most  striking^  characteristic  of  the 

iruc  Christian.  " 

(LARK SOX  r.  COLLINS,  M.D. 

Dr.  Clarkson  T.  Cdlins,  of  Great  Barrington,  Massachusetts,  wa^i 
bom  in  Smyrna,  Chenango  county,  New  York,  January  8,  182 1,  and 
died  at  the  Grand  Central  Hotel  in  New  York  city,  April  10,  1881.  His 
parents,  Job  S.  and  Ruth  Collins,  were  well  known  and  esteemed  mcm- 

Ix^rs  of  tlic  S<"i  ieiy  of  I'Viends.  Ihey  removed  to  Utica,  Xcw  York,  in 
1835.  aii<l  re  i<lc(l  there  until  the  father's  death  in  1870.  His  mother 
died  at  the  home  of  lier  daughter  in  1875,  aged  seventy-nine  years. 

Job  5.  Collins  was  descended  from  Henry  Collins,  who  came  from 
England  in  1635  and  settled  in  Lyim,  Massachusetts.  Some  members  of 
the  family  went  to  Virginia,  but  the  branch  from  which  Clarkson  T. 
Collins  is  descended  joined  the  Society  of  Friends  and  settletl  in  Rhode 
IsLind  alw'Ut  Ut'i^.  Mr.  ("'Hins'  j^Tandfather  emigrated  to  central  New 
York  about  iHoo,  and  there  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land.  Mrs.  Job  S. 
Collins  was  a  gn^t-granddaughter  of  Colonel  William  Hall,  who  left 
the  British  army,  came  to  America,  and  settled  near  Newport,  Rhode 
Island,  several  years  before  the  war  of  the  revdutk>n.'  His  soa  removed 
to  central  New  York  about  the  year  1800^  having  purchased  a  tract  of 
land  ill  that  section. 

Dr.  Collins  began  his  nic(hcal  studies  at  the  age  i>i  eighteen  with 
Professor  Charles  B.  Coventry,  of  Utica,  New  York.  He  soon  went  to 
New  York  city,  where  he  studied  under  Drs.  Valentine  Mott  and  David 
L.  Rogers.  He  attended  the  city  hospital  for  three  years,  as  well  as  the 
lectures,  and  was  graduated  from  the  medical  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity tif  New  York  in  1843        settled  in  that  city.    Dr.  Rogers  re- 
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tired  from  the  profession  about  this  time,  and  enaUed  Dr.  Collins  to  re- 
tain a  portion  of  his  practice.  Shortly  after  his  graduation  he  was  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  physicians  to  the  Eastern  Dispensary,  and  district 

physician  t<>  the  Xew  York  Lvincf-in  Asyluiti.  In  1845  he  estabhshed 
the  "  Xew  York  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter  "  (afterward  discon- 
tinued), when  medical  papers  and  magazines  were  not  so  common  as 
at  the  present  day. 

Having  made  a  spedal  study  of  gynecology,  he  established  in  1848 
an  infirmary  for  the  treatment  of  female  diseases,  but  was  compdled  the 
following  year,  by  repeated  hemorrhages  of  the  lung;s,  to  relinquish  for 
a  time  his  arduous  professional  duties.  Accompanied  l>y  his  wife  he 
Spent  four  months  on  the  island  of  Madeira,  and  then  made  a  tour  through 
Spain,  France  and  England,  returning  to  New  Yoric  with  the  intention 
of  resuming  his  medical  practice.  His  lung  trouUe  continuing,  he  de- 
termined to  try  the  effect  of  a  clear,  cold,  mountain  atmosphere.  He 
spent  the  winter  of  1850-51  among  the  Berkshire  Hills.  This  climate 
agreed  with  liiir.  so  well  that  he  (leternMne<l  to  remove  from  New  York 
and  settle  in  (ireat  I'arrington.  where  he  continued  to  reside  in  his  villa, 
known  as  "  Indiola  Place,"  until  the  time  of  his  death. 

Dr.  Collin?  was  an  early  advocate  for  the  establishment  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  and  was  sent  as  a  delegate  from  New 
York  to  the  meetinp:  in  Boston  in  1849.  He  also  advocated  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Xew  N'<trk  \cademy  of  Medicine.  an<l  \\:is  among  its  earliest 
meinbers  in  1S47.  He  wa.s  made  chairman  of  the  committee  on  ether 
by  the  Academy,  when  the  profession  was  divided  in  sentiment  as  to  its 
use.  That  committee  consisted  of  thirteen  members,  among  whom  were 
Drs.  Valentine  Mott,  Parker,  Post,  and  other  eminent  men. 

Dr.  Collins  was  a  member  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  the 
Xew  York  State  Medical  Society,  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  and 
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the  Berkshire  District  Medical  Society.  Of  the  last  named  society  he 
was  twice  president.  He  was  also  one  of  the  censors  and  state  council- 
lors, and  corrcspondiiijij  ircirher  uf  the  Massachusetts  Br)ard  of  Health, 
and  of  the  Dn^^t  ni  ( i\  ncc<)li  i<^ical  S<>cict\-.  He  devnti-d  inucli  time  to  tlie 
Study  of  his  professi«>n.  and  C()ntnl)Utcd  lartjely  to  its  literature  Among 
his  contributions  are  the  following:  "  U.se  of  Electricity  in  Amenor- 
rhoea."  London  Lancet,  1844;  "Opening  Abscess  in  Lungs."  New 
York  Journal  of  Medicine,  1844;  address  before  the  Manhattan 
Medical  Association,  as  its  president  New  York  Annalist.  1847.  and 
r.(<st*in  Medical  and  Surt^ical  Jourtial.  1S47;  an  address  Ix-fnre  the 
Berkshire  Oistrict  Medical  S(x:iety  on  Chronic  Diseases  of  W  omen,** 
Boston  Medical  Journal,  1853;  an  address  before  the  same  society  as  its 
president,  in  1861,  Berkshire  Medical  Journal  (now  discontinued).  He 
also  prepared  in  1849  ^  biographical  sketch  of  his  brother,  Gialkley 
Collins,  M.D.,  and  in  1850  a  '*  History  of  the  Island  of  Madeira.**  both 

of  which  were  puhlished  in  the  I'>iends'  Re\'iew  of  riiiladelpliia.  I  le  w  ri>te 
an  article,  which  was  widely  circuiate«l  in  clainnny;  exeniptiiui  from 

military  duty  for  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  Tliis  article  was 
first  published  in  the  New  York  Times  in  1863,  and  was  then  republished 
in  pamphlet  form  by  the  Society  of  Friends  and  three  hundred  thousand 
copies  were  circulated,  and  was  of  great  influence.  In  1861  he  delivered 
an  address  alxuit  Cnliei,  havin*;  s])ent  tlie  previous  winter  on  that  island. 

In  i<^53,  at  (ireat  P.arrin_i,nnn,  he  founded  an  in<tinitiun  still  known 
as  the  "Collins  Hou'^e,"  for  the  treatment  of  the  chronic  diseases  of 
women,  and  received  many  patients  from  all  parts  of  the  country.  He 
continued  this  institution  for  sixteen  years.  During  his  residence  in 
Berkshire  county,  he  established  a  large  practice  and  won  a  wide  repu- 
tation for  inedicat  and  surgical  skill.  He  was  liberal  and  public  spirited, 
anil  UKule  man}  improvements  in  the  town  in  which  he  resided. 
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!)r.  Collins  h;i<l  uiie  sister.  I'.Itcta  Jane,  wlm  married  Abel  F.  Co!- 
liiis.  of  Nt)rtli  St< Miin^^'toii.  ( '<  luuviicut.  aii<l  wlio  u<>\\  resides  in  (ireiit 
Barrington  at  "  Indiola  riace."  He  hatl  one  l)roiher,  Clialkley.  who  was 
bom  Januan'  lo.  1826,  and  gracUiated  in  medicine  from  tlie  University 
of  New  York  in  1849.  began  practice  in  tliat  city.  He  was  a  man 
of  ability  and  gave  promise  of  success  in  his  profession.  When  the  city 
was  visitefl  by  the  eholcni  a  few  months  later,  he  devoted  himself  to  the 
care  <>\  tlie  niaii\'  stricken  liy  tliat  (li>e.isf.  imd  was  \  ery  successful  in  his 
metitixl  (»f  treatment,  lie  was  attacked  by  the  same  disease,  aud  suc- 
a'mlied  to  it  ver>-  suddenly,  August  18,  1849. 

Dr.  Clarkson  T.  Collins  was  married,  in  1844,  to  Lydia  C,  daughter 
of  Qiarles  G.  Coffin,  of  Xantucket.  In  18^14  his  two  children,  Glenville, 
agetl  sixteen,  and  Annie,  agetl  six.  die<l  quite  suddenly.   This  sad  Wow 

was  fi)llowed  in  a  feu  lUi  iilln  1>\  the  death  i»I  his  wife,  who  was  Ixjni 
in  18J4.  married  in  1844,  and  died  in  18O4. 

Dr.  Collins  was  a  man  of  commanding  presence  and  vigorous  per- 
sonality, which  never  failed  to  imi>ress  those  with'  whom  he  was  brought 
in  contact,  while  his  kind  heart  and  genial  disposition  greatly  endeared 
him  to  those  who  knew  him  best.  He  combined  with  a  practical  judg- 
ment ami  broad  and  i)roj^re<sive  ideas  an  indomitable  enersf)  and  unlir- 
iiitj  ])ersc\ erance  that  \\in\  for  iiini  an  enviable  place  in  the  ranks  of  his 
profession,  and  enal)led  him  to  exert  an  inlluence  tliat  will  long  be  felt 
in  the  community  in  which  he  lived. 

FRANCIS  ARNOLD  ROBINSON. 

Among  the  younger  physicians  of  Pittsfield,  whose  natural  and 

actjuired  professional  endowments  i;;i\e  jiromise  of  a  successful  profes- 
sional career,  the  t^entlenian  \\ho>e  name  forms  the  caption  for  this 
article  may  be  appropriately  munbered. 
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He  was  bom  March  29.  1869,  in  I^ee  Centre,  New  York,  son  of  the 
late  Dr.  KcuIkmi  H.  ajid  Lncv  F.lizal)etli  (Eiioarl)  Iv >liiiison.  tlic  for- 
mer a  native  of  I'crryvillc,  the  latter  of  Lee  Centre.  \e\v  ^'ork.  and 
res^tively  of  Scotch  and  Dutch  descent.  The  late  Dr.  Reuben  H. 
Robinson  comftleted  his  general  e<lucation  at  Cazenovia  Seminary 
(New  York).  In  August,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Gnnpany  G,  Second 
New  York  Volunteer  Cavalry,  and  served  throughout  the  war,  receiv- 
ing his  (hscharj^e  in  July.  18^)5.  After  Ik-uij^^  mnstered  out  ui  the  serv- 
ice he  attended  the  medical  department  of  Michigan  University.  Ann 
Arbor,  and  subsequently  was  graduated  also  from  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  New  York.  His  very  successful  practice  in 
Lee  Centre  covered  a  quarter  of  a  century.  He  served  as  health  of- 
ficer and  town  physician  and  was  a  valued  and  valuable  citizen.  He  died 
in  1894;  liis  widow  re>ides  in  Rnnif.  New  York. 

Their  son.  hnmcis  .Xrni'ld  Kubinson.  was  j^raduated  from  Syracuse 
University  in  1890,  and  the  following  year  attended  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  that  institution,  having  begtm  the  study  of  medicine  under  his 
father's  preceptorship  several  years  previously.  He  entered  Baltimore 
Medical  College  in  1892  and  was  graduated  therefrom  in  1894.  Im- 
mediately thereafter  he  cst'iblished  himself  for  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  Becket,  i>erkshire  county.  Ma»achuseHs.  where  he  remained 
for  three  years,  removing  thence  to  Hinsdale,  w  here  he  pursued  the 
practice  for  six  years.  In  1902  he  came  to  Pittsfield,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  general  practice  with  offices  in  the  Wollison  block.  In  Janu- 
ary, 1906,  Dr.  Robinson  removed  to  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  where 
he  has  offices  at  125  N'.  Main  street.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Massa- 
clnisftt^  .Medical  .St>ciety  and  tlie  American  .Medical  Assi iciation.  He 
is  a  nunil  cr  of  (ilnlx-  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Hinsdale,  having  served  in 
all  of  the  chairs  of  his  lodge. 
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He  niarricil  in  St']itciiil>cr.  iSijj.  F.nnn.i  lCliza?)Cth.  daughter  of 
M ikon  and  Martha  (GriftUh)  Flint,  of  Ava,  Xew  York.  Dr.  atul  Mrs. 
Robinson  are  members  of  St.  Stephen's  P.  £.  church,  Pittsfield. 


JONATHAN  E.  FIELD. 

Jonathan  E.  Field,  fourth  son  of  Rev.  David  Dudley  Field,  D.D., 
was  baptized  with  the  name  of  the  J^real  Xew  Kn]^;land  (H\  inc.  Jonathan 
Edwards.  Born  at  Iladdani,  Connecticut.  July  1 1,  1813,  he  was  six  years 
old  wlien  the  family  removed  to  Stockbridge,  where  he  was  fitted  for 
college.  He  entered  Williams  College  in  1828,  and  graduated  in  1832 
with  the  second  honor  of  his  class. 

He  studied  law  in  the  office  of  his  brother,  David  Dudley  Field,  in 
Xc'w  \  iirk,  an<l  altoiward.  seized  with  the  anihitimi  rif  ycuiiii  nicii  of 
those  days  to  strike  out  into  new  paths  and  make  a  career  in  s<:>nie  new 
part  of  the  countn',  he  removed  at  the  age  of  twenty  to  Michigan,  which 
was  then  very  far  west,  and  the  next  year  ( 1834)  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
at  Monroe,  and  commenced  practice  at  Ann  Arbor,  then  quite  a  new  set- 
tlement,  but  is  now  one  of  the  most  beautiful  towns  in  the  west,  the  seat 
of  the  I'niversity  of  Michij;:ui.  In  1836  he  was  elected  clerk  of  courts. 
He  was  line  nf  the  secretaries  of  the  convention  which  framed  the  con- 
stitution of  the  state  preparatory  to  its  admission  into  the  Union.  But  his 
ambitious  carter  was  checked  by  that  which  was  the  scourge  of  all  the 
new  settlements,  chills  and  fever,  from  which  he  suffered  so  much  that 
after  five  years  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  his  western  home.  He  re- 
turned to  New  Eng'land  and  settled  in  Stockbridgfe,  where  for  nearly 
thirty  years  he  continued  the  nraotice  of  his  )fessi< m,  holding'  a  very 
honorable  place  at  the  Bcrksliirc  Ixir.  In  the  town  he  was  invaluable 
as  a  citizen  for  his  enterprise  in  projecting  improvements  for  the  gen- 
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eral  good.  It  was  to  his  public  spirit  and  cnerg)'  that  the  village  is  in- 
dd)te(l  for  the  intRMluclit  n  of  a  plenliful  supply  of  pure  water  from  the 
Springs  on  the  side  of  one  of  the  neighlx»ring  hills,  whicli  conduced  not 
only  to  the  comfort  but  to  the  health  of  the  town.  Until  then  the  people 
had  been  dependent  upon  wdls,  and  there  had  been  almost  every  year  a 
number  of  cases  of  a  fever,  which  was  sometimes  called  in  the  neighbor- 
ing towns  the  Stockbridge  fever,  but  scarcely  had  this  abundant  supply  of 
pure  water  heeii  introducetl  wluii  it  entirely  di.^api)e.ir<.Mt. 

In  1854  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  state  senate  for  lierkshire 
county.  The  same  year  lie  was  appointed  by  Governor  Washburn  one 
of  a  commission  to  prepare  and  report  a  plan  for  the  revision  and  con- 
solidation of  the  statutes  of  Massachusetts,  his  associates  in  that  com> 
mission  being  Chief  Justice  Williams  and  Judge  Aiken.  Originally  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  when  the  war  broke  out  he  forgot  everything  in  his 
devotxm  Im  the  I  nion;  and  in  iH^>3  he  was  ekrled  by  the  Rcpnhlicans  to 
the  slate  senate,  and  was  liu'sen  its  president — a  position  in  wiiich  by  his 
dignity,  his  impartiality  and  his  courteous  manners,  he  rendered  himsdf 
so  popular  with  the  men  of  all  parties  that  he  was  three  times  elected  to 
that  ofike^-or  as  long  as  he  continued  in  the  senate — an  honor  never  be- 
fore conferred  on  a  member  of  that  body.  Such  was  the  personal  regard 
lor  hun  iliat,  on  one  occasion  in  the  l)eaniitnl  summer  time,  the  memlnirs 
of  the  senate  came  tn  St<fckbrulge  to  my  him  a  visit,  and  were  received 
with  true  New  England  hospitality.  Xor  did  this  continuance  of  honors 
excite  surprise,  for  never  had  the  senate,  or  indeed  any  public  body,  a 
more  admirable  presiding  officer  or  one  who  commanded  a  more  thor- 
ough and  universal  respect;  so  that,  when  he  died,  April  ^3,  iSbS,  there 
was  an  universal  feeling  of  regret  amung  dmse  with  wli'im  he  liad  l)een 
a^^<)ciatc■d.  The  Springfield  kepnhlican,"  in  announcing  his  death, 
ga\  e  a  brief  sketch  of  liis  public  career  and,  alluding  to  the  singular  dis^ 
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tiiiclit'ii  which  h;i»l  Ikcii  K  iiterml  u\xm  hiin.  .if  hciny:  throe  times  elected 
president  ul  the  senate,  added :  '*  1  he  same  j^eneral  esteem  lie  enjoyed 
among  the  brethren  of  his  professi<in,  and  in  the  community.  Active  and 
public  spirited  as  a  citizen,  he  will  be  greatly  missed  in  the  affairs  of  the 
town  and  county,  as  well  as  of  the  state,  while,  as  a  kind  friend  and 
courteous  jjentleman.  he  will  be  truly  mourned  by  all  who  knew  him.** 
Mr.  I-"ield  A.is  married  i<<  Mar\  Ann  Stnart  <>t  St< -ckhridj^c.  May  i8. 
tS_^5.  I'licv  had  hvc  chil<hcn:  I-".miha  ilrewer.  Ix.rn  June  19.  1836; 
Jonathan  Edwards,  junior,  bom  September  15,  1838;  Mar>'  Stuart,  Ix^rn 
July  14,  1 841;  Stephen  Dudley,  born  January  31,  1846;  Sara  Adele, 
bom  October  8,  1849.  died  August  6,  1850.  Mrs.  Field  died  October 
14.  1849,  aged  thirty-four;  and  Mr.  Field  was  married  to  Mrs.  Huldah 
I'ellnwes  I'omcroy,  \vid<»\v  of  The^xlorc  S.  Tomeroy.  Octol)er  17,  1850. 
'J'lie  eldest  daut^diter,  |-'.niiha.  \\a>  marrie'I  (  )ct  'l>er  4.  l^S^",  to  W'iUiani 
Ashhurner.  oi  St(n:khridjL,'e.  a  chemist  and  engineer  whu  was  educated 
at  the  Ecole  des  Mines  in  Paris,  and  lias  been  for  the  last  twenty  years 
in  California,  where  he  lias  a  high  reputation  as  a  mining  engineer  and 
holds  the  position  of  professor  of  mines  in  the  State  University.  .  They 
had  one  son,  Burnet  Ashbumer.  who  was  bom  at  Stockbridge,  March 
22,  iSv^.  :ind  dic<!  March  -'4,  iSoj.  Tlie  eldest  s«»n,  Jonathan,  was  mar- 
ried lu  Henrietta  Goodrich,  of  Stockhridge,  October  31,  1859,  and  has 
two  children:  Sara  Adele,  born  February  23,  1862,  and  Mar)-  Stuart, 
bora  May  2,  1873.  Sara  Adele  was  married  in  the  spring  of  1881  to 
Samuel  Benedict  Christy,  assistant  professor  in  the  University  of  Cali- 
foraia.  Mary  Stuart  Field  was  married  October  3,  1872,  to  Chester 
Averill,  of  Siocklnidge.  They  have  three  children:  Qiestcr,  Ixirn 
August  II.  1873;  Juha  I'omerov,  i)orn  July  J,  1875;  Alice  Byington, 
bom  February  21,  1878.  Steplieii  D.  Field,  an  electrical  engineer,  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  went  to  Calif omia,  and  there  remained  seventeen  years. 
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Having  always  a  trmdness  fur  whatever  had  to  do  with  electricity,  he 
became  coiinecte<l  with  an  electrical  construction  company  and  invented 
a  new  system  of  district  telegraphs  which  was  intrcxluced  with  great  suc- 
cess in  the  city  of  San  Francisco.  He  was  the  first  to  apfrfy  dynamo- 
electric  machines  to  the  generation  of  electricity  for  the  working  of  tele- 
graph lines.  Reniovinj?  to  the  east  in  1879.  he  introduced  the  same  into 
the  liuilding  of  the  Western  rnion.  the  larjjcst  telegraphic  company  in 
the  world,  thereby  displacing  sixty  tons  of  batteries.  He  is  the  inventor 
of  numerous  devices  for  the  application  of  dectricity,  the  most  important 
of  which  are  two:  i.  A  qtiadruplex,  which  differs  entirely  from  that 
formerly  in  use,  both  in  jmndirfe  and  oonstruction,  and  which  possesses 
superior  advantages  as  being  more  simple,  and  therefore  less  likely  to  get 
out  of  order  and  ni-ne  easy  to  oi)erale.  I'urthi-r,  the  iiistruuicnit  is  elas- 
tic, and  can  be  extended  so  that  the  (luadruplex  can  be  made  into  a  sextu- 
plex,  and  even,  with  an  enlarged  conducting  meditmi,  into  an  octo{rfe3^ 
were  such  a  multiplex  of  any  practical  utility.  2.  An  electric  motor  which 
antedates  that  of  Edison  in  America  and  of  Siemens  in  Germany.  The 
patent  office  at  Washington,  after  careful  investigation  of  all  conflicting 
claims,  awarded  him  the  patent,  as  liaving  been  the  first  to  appl\  dynamo- 
electric  mechanism  to  the  propulsion  of  cars.  His  place  of  business  is 
in  New  York  city,  while  his  family  resides  in  Yonkers-on-the-Hudson. 
He  was  married  in  San  Francisco,  September  30,  1871,  to  Celestine  But- 
ters. They  have  had  three  children:  Burnet  Ashbumer,  bom  July  6, 
l^7$t  died  May  27,  1880;  David  Dudley,  bom  April  12,  1875;  and  Sarah 
Virginia,  born  February  3,  1879. 
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SANFORD  BLACKIXTOX. 

Sanford  Blackinton,  of  North  Adams,  lived  a  life  remarkable  in 
many  respects.  His  career  covered  three-quarters  of  a  century  of  busi-* 
ness  life.    The  coteniporary  of  Lemuel  Pomeroy  and  Dante!  Steam*;,  of 

I'itt-tii'M,  ;in(l  Russell  Bn  wu.  ui  A<lains.  he  was  the  List  representative 
of  the  earliest  generation  of  men  wlio  niade  Berkshire  a  great  manufac- 
turing county. 

In  the  absence  of  precise  information  as  to  the  ccmiing  of  his  family 
to  America,  or  of  its  origin,  it  has  been  presumed  by  investigators  to  have 
been  of  the  Blackistons.  a  family  of  note  among  the  gentry  of  the  county 

of  Durham,  ICriijland.  Sanford  Blaekinton's  t^^reat-s^md father  and 
gframlfather  were  Itoth  lx)rn  and  die<l  in  Attlcln>n>,  Massachusetts,  and 
were  farmers  In-  dccupation.  Tlis  father.  Dtis  Blackinton,  removed  in 
1801  from  Attleboro  to  a  farm  of  one  hundred  acres  near  the  site  of  the 
present  village  of  Blackinton,  in  North  Adams.  He  was  a  teacher  as 
well  as  farmer.  He  married  Ruth  Richardson,  and  thty  became  the 
parents  of  nine  children. 

Sanford  Blackintnn.  second  of  the  ten  children  of  Otis  and  Ruth 
Blackinton,  was  bom  at  AttlelHjro,  Deceniljcr  10,  1797.  He  began  his 
education  under  tlie  instruction  of  his  father,  whom  he  accompanied  to 
a  school  taught  by  him,  two  miles  from  the  farm,  and  to  which  they 
journeyed  on  horseback.  Later,  young  Bladdnton  attended  a  school  in 
North  Adams.  AAHien  about  sixteen  years  old  he  was  apprenticed  to 
Artemas  Crittenden,  i>i  a  wofilen  mill  on  the  site  of  tlie  inr.re  recent 
Blackinton  mills.  After  four  verus  thus  employed  he  enterc<l  the  em- 
ploy of  Hedrick  W  ilky.  in  \\  illiam<town.  his  engagement  being  ended 
by  reason  of  Willey's  failure,  and  on  whidi  account  the  young  workman 
also  lost  his  wages,  amounting  to  seventy-five  dollars.    For  two  years 


u  kiiu^cd  by  Google 


458 


BERKSHIRE  COUNTY 


following^  he  worked  in  the  ^rmic  cstablisbiTient.  wliicli  several  times 
changed  hands,  and  sul>se(iueptly  \vi>rked  in  varirms  places  fur  ?hort 
periods  until  i8ji.  when,  at  the  aire  of  twenty  fmir  years,  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  Rufus  Wells  and  Joseph  L.  White,  and  built  a  mill 
near  the  old  WHlley  mill,  near  what  is  now  the  villslge  of  Bladdnton. 
Each  partner  contributed  one  hundre<l  dollars  as  his  share  of  the  capital, 
and  the  firm  nf  Wells.  Blackintoii  &  \\Tiitc  o|ierated  their  little  mill  with 
its  one  set  of  ni.uliiiiery,  tlie  estaMisluueiit  hein^j  i)o[)uIarl_\  known  as 
"  The  Buys"  1  at  tory,  "  on  account  of  the  youth  of  the  builders  and  own- 
ers. It  provecl.  however,  to  be  a  stq>piiig-stone  to  fortune  for  Mr. 
Blackinton.  The  firm  remained  uncliang«d  until  1838  and  built  up  a 
prosperous  bitsiness.  Meantime  it  boug^ht  the  old  mill  near  by,  which 
was  also  styled  "  The  Boys'  Factor)',*'  although  the  partners  were  now  * 
well  advanced  in  manhoofl.  Durins:;  this  perio<l  the  building:  enlarge- 
ments and  niacliinei)  nnpr  v einents  were  c«insidered  remarkable,  but 
were  recogiuze<l  as  displayinj^  what  couhi  be  acc<implished  by  the  vigor 
of  youth  and  sound  business  ability.  In  183&  Mr.  W  hite  r^ired,  the 
remaining  partners  paying  him  for  his  interest  cm  the  basis  of  $30,000 
as  the  %'alue  of  the  entire  property.  For  se\'eral  years  the  business  was 
conducted  by  Wells  &  Blackinlon,  and  after  the  death  of  Mr.  W^ells,  Mr. 
Dlackinton  lic<  aiuc  by  jinicha-«e  the  sole  owner. 

Mr.  I'.Iackintoii  iMi;rhicted  the  business  alone  until  1850,  when  he 
received  into  partnership  Charles  Atkinson  and  John  B.  Tyler,  under 
the  firm  name  of  S.  Blackinton  &  Company.  In  1855  ^i**  Atkinson  re- 
tired, and  was  succeeded  by  John  R.  Blackinton,  the  firm  name  remain- 
ing unchanged.  In  1861  the  interests  of  Jolin  B.  Tyler  and  John  R. 
Blackinton  were  boug^ht  by  Saiiford  Ulackinton's  son.  Wilbam,  who  lie- 
canie  an  eipial  partner  w  ith  his  father,  under  the  firm  name  of  S.  Black- 
inton &  Son,  which  so  continued  with  wonderful  success  until  the  death 
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of  tlic  snii  ill  1S75.  a  ]scri«Ml  i>f  fntirtren  ycar«i.  I'lidcr  t!ie  will  ni  Will- 
iam S.  IJlackiiiton  the  Lausiness  \va>  rcquiretl  to  be  carricil  on  for  two 
years  under  the  old  firm  name.  At  the  expiration  of  tliat  time  the  S. 
Bladcinton  Woolen  Manufacturing  Company  was  organized,  with  a 
paid-up  capital  of  $250,000 — ^a  splendid  advance  from  the  three  hundred 
dollars  at  tlie  beginning-  in  182 1.  Mr.  Blackinton  became  president  of 
the  company,  and  so  continued  nntil  his  deatli. 

Around  the  factory  and  t!ie  sinj^lc  Iion-^t-  which  stood  near  it  at  the 
Ik  thinning,  has  grown  up  the  villac^c  of  Blackinton.  whose  ix^jmlation 
has  been  largely  made  up  of  the  mill  operatives.  Mr.  Blackinton  there 
built  a  church  at  his  own  expense,  and  presented  it  to  a  society  represent- 
ing a  union  of  the  Baptist,  Methodist  and  Congr^;ational  churches  of 
Xorth  Adams.  He  residetl  in  the  village  until  1872,  when  he  built  his 
tx^autiful  home  on  Oiurch  Hill,  in  North  Ailains.  hut  after  taking  up  his 
residence  there  he  cnniinucd  to  \  isil  the  mills  daily. 

Aside  from  hi^  factory  interests  Mr.  Blackinton  was  a  most  active 
and  useful  man.  lie  built  the  fine  Blackinton  Block;  served  as  a  di- 
rector of  the  Adams  Bank  from  the  time  of  its  organization  in  1832, 
and  was  president  from  the  time  it  became  a  national  bank.  He  was  an 
earnest  member  of  the  Baptist  church,  and  was  one  of  the  most  liberal 
contrilnitors  to  the  building  of  the  cliurch  of  his  denomination  in  North 
Adam.s  (one  of  the  most  hcautiful  ecclesiastical  structures  in  Berkshire), 
and  was  also  genenms  toward  otiu  r  U n  ininations.  He  took  an  intelli- 
gent part  in  political  alTairs,  ami,  while  in  no  sense  an  office  seeker, 
served  efficiently  in  \'arious  local  offices,  arnl  in  the  legislature  in  1831  and 
1832.   He  was  a  Whig,  and  became  a  Republican  at  the  organization  of 

tliat  party.  Digitized  by  Google 

Mr,  iJlackintun  was  twice  married.     His  fu^t   uifc  was  Marv, 


460 


BERKSHIRE  COUNTY 


Wi!HafTi  S.,  Man'  Frarjces,  and  Austin:  the  last  named  died  at  the  age 

of  tliree  year';.  He  niarriod  (second)  l-lliza.  <Iau},dittT  of  Joel  Robin- 
sr-n.  of  Attlt^borii.  and  t<>  tliom  was  horn  one  son,  Everett  Austin. 

William  S.  'Blackinton,  eldest  son  of  Mr.  Blackinton,  married  Susan 
Frances,  daughter  of  Benjamin  F.  Robinson,  of  North  Adams,  and  to 
them  were  bom  two  sons  and  three  daughters. 


WILLIAM  GORDON  BACKUS. 

The  late  William  Ciordon  Hackus,  widely  known  through  a  long 
period  as  one  of  Pittsfield's  leading  merchants  and  artisans,  was  bom  in 
Pittsfield  in  April,  1812,  son  of  Absalom  Backus,  also  a  native  of  Pitts- 
fidd,  whose  father,  Lebbeus  Backus,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  located  in 
Berkshire  coxmty.  Massachusetts,  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  w^ar,  and 
was  a  licnlcnant  in  the  patriot  army  from  Pittsfield. 

The  schooling  of  William  Gordon  Backus  was  limited,  and  he  was 
eariy  apprenticed  to  leam  the  trade  of  tinsmith  at  the  old  Peck  estab- 
lishment, and  became  a  partner  therein  upon  attaining  his  majority.  He 
entered  into  business  on  his  own  account  a  few  years  later,  and  developefl 
a  very  small  establishment  to  larjje  proiKjrtions,  leaving  it  a  valuable 
property  l<»  the  sons  who  condnct  it. 

He  married  T-'uira  A..  dani;hter  ut  (  onifort  P>.  Piatt,  long- a  resident 
of  Pittsfield.  Of  their  children,  Albert  Piatt  Backus,  bom  in  1850,  died 
in  1887,  married  Minnie  Tuthill,  of  Westford.  New  York,  and  left  a 
son,  Gordon  T.  Badcus.  Charles  H.  Backus,  bom  in  1862,  died  in  1888. 
William  G.  Backus.  Inirn  September,  1848.  married,  1881.  Emma,  daugh- 
ter of  T.  Carrier,  a  merchant  nf  Alhanw  Frank  C.  Backns.  Ixjm  1855. 
married  Grace  W  est,  antl  has  a  daughter,  L,iura  \V.  Backus. 

Messrs.  W.  G.  and  Frank  C.  Backus,  in  partnership  association,  con- 
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duct  the  Inisincss  estalili-lu-*!  by  tlicir  tathcr  in  Pittsfield.  in  what  is  known 
as  the  Backus  Block,  imrcliasnl  l>\  liini  more  than  a  half  century  ago, 
and  continuously  occupied  by  him  and  his  sons  and  successors.  William 
G.  Backus  was  assessor  for  five  years,  and  water  commissioner  for  ten 
years. 


GEORGE  BROWN  WATERMAN. 

Georg:e  Brown  Waterman,  of  Williamstown.  is  a  representative  of 
old  and  im'tniiicnt  Massachusetts  ancestry.  Mis  jjaternal  j^reat -^^rand- 
father,  John  Waterman,  was  iK.rn  in  Coventry,  Rhode  Island,  May  18, 
1755,  and  during  the  first  and  second  years  of  the  revolutionary  war  was 
a  sailor  or  privateersman  annoying  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain.  He 
came  to  Cheshire,  Massachusetts,  in  the  latter  part  of  1776  or  1777,  his 
home  for  two  years  thereafter  being:  in  the  family  of  Captain  Daniel 
Drown,  reinaininq^  tliere  while  the  C  aptain  was  ahsent  ni  c<  ininand  of 
his  company  at  the  battle  of  Beiuiington,  August  i<>.  1777.  Mr.  Water- 
man was  enrolled  as  a  minuteman.  He  married  Anna  Hall,  a  native  of 
Stafford,  Connecticut,  about  1780,  and  his  eight  children  were  bom  in 
Cheshire  In  1803  he  removed  to  his  farm  adjoining  the  village  of  North 
Adams.  Dinging  his  youth  he  received  but  limited  educational  advan- 
tages, hut  became  one  of  the  liest  iti farmed  men  df  liis  time.  He  was 
fortunate  in  securing  the  friendshij)  of  Dr.  W  illiam  Towner,  who  prac- 
ticed medicine  in  Cheshire  before  his  removal  to  Williamstown,  and  Elder 
John  Inland  was  another  associate  and  lifelong  friend.  Mr.  Waterman 
served  as  a  delegate  from  Adams  to  the  state  convention  of  1820  for 
amending  the  constitution  nf  Massachusetts,  and  prev  ious  t.i  liiai  nnie 
liad  iR-en  a  meml^r  ot  the  legislature.  He  was  of  a  social  di.spusitiun. 
kind  to  the  poor  and  unfortunate.  He  removed  to  Williamstown  in  1829, 
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and  his  death  there  occurretl  May  28,  1830,  at  tlie  age  «jf  seventy-hve 
years  and  ten  days. 

Colonel  William  Waterman,  the  eldest  of  the  five  sons  of  John 
Waterman,  was  bom  April  6,  1784,  at  Stafford  Hill.  Cheshire,  Massa- 
chusetts, in  a  house  still  standing  on  the  southern  slope  of  that  hill.  He 
owned  the  Sands  Springs,  kept  by  his  s<m.  Tlenry  !'..  \\  atL'rman.  nenr 
W'illiamstown.  The  last  nanu-d  wa-  the  father  of  George  U.  W'atennaii. 
and  he  was  accidentally  killed  hy  a  Troy  and  Boston  railroad  train  as  he 
was  crossing  the  tracks  near  the  springs.  He  married  Catherine  Brown, 
a  daughter  of  Joseph  Brown,  of  Goole,  England,  who  was  bom  there  and 
learned  the  machinist's  tra<le.  His  father.  Go>r2^c  Brouti.  was  the 
loumlerui  the  family  in  America,  (""niitii?  inw  Vu<x\:\u(\.  where  lic  \va> 
a  linen  manufacturer,  he  locatetl  at  Scliaghtiaike.  New  York,  where  he 
started  a  linen  factory,  and  was  there  married.  He  conducted  this  factory 
until  an  advance<1  age.  when  he  retired  from  all  active  business  pursuits, 
his  death  oceurrinijf  in  1846.  sun,  J<>-.e|ili  I'.roun.  with  others.  wa> 

the  founder  of  the  llpi.scopal  clmrcli  in  Schaghticuke,  and  his  death  oc- 
curred in  1849. 

James  Madison  Waterman,  son  of  Colonel  William  Waterman,  was 
bom  in  North  Adams,  Massachusetts,  in  the  old  Richmoml  house,  which 

wa>  1  tiilt  liv  hi-,  fatlier,  Ma\'  11.  iSji.  and  die<I  in  W  illianist< twii.  May 
16,  1894.  -Mr.  W  aterman  came  to  W  ilhamstown  with  his  fatlier  at  an 
early  age,  and  lived  there  the  remainder  of  his  life,  during  which  time  Ik 
became  very  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the  town,  holding  many  offices, 
especially  that  of  selectman,  to  which  he  was  re-dected  twenty-fix'e  years. 
I'or  many  \ears  also  he  was  special  county  commissioner.  Mr.  Water- 
man had  a  very  genial  nature,  which  gained  lor  him  hosts  of  friends 
throughout  the  town,  county  and  state.   His  ability  in  relating  comkal 
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events  of  characters  renowned  in  WilHamstm\*n  was  widely  known,  ^fr. 
\\  atennan  is  survived  bv  one  stm,  Marcus  M.  W  aterman,  oi  Troy.  New 
York. 

Georj^  Brown  Waterman,  son  of  Henry  Bucklin  and  Catherine 
( Brown)  Waterman,  was  bom  July  lo.  1862.  and  the  educational  train- 
ings which  he  received  in  the  public  schools  was  supplemented  by  study 

at  Glen  Seminary,  a  private  school  of  Williamstown.  Putting:  aside  his 
text-lxKiks  at  the  as^e  of  i-nttin.  he  ua>  thereafter  cngai^cd  in  work 
at  Valley  halls.  Pnty  and  Xorth  Adams.  He  came  to  Williamstown  as 
manager  for  T.  W.  Richmond's  coal  oftice.  and  for  nine  years  was  also 
agent  for  the  National  Express  dompany.  In  1889  he  formed  a  part- 
nership with  Fre<l  E,  Moore,  the  firm  name  being  Waterman  &  Moore, 
ami  they  ])urcha>-e<l  the  ])ro|KM  ty  (H'cupied  hy  the  old  I'nion  House  and 
Methodist  church,  reiiKHlehni,^  the  same,  and  tlie  -ilil  church  i)art  is  now 
occupied  by  the  town  iiall.  llie  Ann  bought  out  the  T.  W.  Richmond  & 
Company's  coal  business  in  Williamstown,  this  being  a  branch  of  the 
North  Adams  firm,  and  to  this  added  lumber,  lime,  cement  and  building 
material.  In  addition  to  his  extensive  business  interests  Mr.  Waterman 
has  al>o  foiuid  time  to  <le\ote  to  |xihtical  matters,  and  in  was  elected 

a  representative  from  the  I'ir^t  I'erkshire  District.  I'or  many  years  he 
was  also  a  member  of  the  board  of  registers,  and  a  member  of  the  ceme- 
tery committee  for  several  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
church,  in  which  he  served  as  a  deacon  for  eight  years. 

Mr.  Waterman  married  Frances  Laura  Brockway.  only  daughter  of 
the  late  David  l>ro<-k\\  ay.  ji  nativ  e  of  i^teplienti  w  n.  W-w  ^^lrk.  and  a 
lawyer  of  marked  ability,  lie  studied  for  his  professiuu  in  Ballston  Spa, 
New  York,  and  practiced  in  Troy,  and  later  in  Topeka,  Kansas,  where  he 
retired  from  the  practice  of  law,  and  whence  he  removed  to  Albany,  New 
York,  in  which  city  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Waterman  was  celebrated. 
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HAROLD  ARTHUR  SPENCER. 

H;!r<tl(l  Arthur  Spencer,  a  successful  ynuni,'^  l)usiness  man  (if 
Xnrili  Adams,  member  ot  the  real  estate  and  investment  firm  of  Speiiccr 
Brothers,  and  in  various  ways  identified  with  the  btisiness  and  social 
affairs  of  his  city,  was  bom  in  Weymouth,  Nova  Scotia,  August  24, 
1882.  His  American  progenitor  was  his  great-grandfather,  who  came 
to  this  coimtry  from  England  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  in- 
tench'ngf  to  settle  in  ime  <if  the  thirteen  C(il<tnies.  but  his  dismclinatn in  to 
fight  or  take  sides  against  his  mother  country  led  him  to  finally  locate  in 

« 

Nova  Scotia. 

Rev.  William  Spencer,  father  of  Harold  Arthur  Spencer,  was  a 
Baptist  clergyman,  who  preached  during  the  early  part  of  his  life  in 
Nova  Scotia,  removing  thence  in  1887  to  accept  a  call  from  the  Baptist 

church  of  Oiiincy.  Massachusetts.  His  subsctiuent  pastoral  charges 
were  in  \\'ilmini;i< m  and  Rcadslxiro.  \'crmont.  and  in  Becket.  .Ma.-sa- 
chusetts.  and  from  the  last  named  place  he  caiue  (  1894)  to  North 
Adams.  His  death  occurred  in  May,  1901.  His  wife,  who  survives 
and  resides  in  North  Adams,  was  Grace  Davidson,  a  daughter  of  the 
late  Robert  Davidson,  a  ship  owner  and  captain  in  Nova  Scotia.  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  William  Spencer  had  five  children,  who  are  living,  as  follows : 
Elizaheth  t". ;  Albeit  b"..,  wb.o  i>  ;•  teller  in  the  North  Adams  Naticmal 
Bank;  William  L.,  \\b«»  i^  professor  of  Greek  in  i'isk  University,  Nash- 
ville, Tennessee;  Percy  F.,  who  is  of  the  clerical  staff  of  North  Adams 
National  Bank;  and  Harold  Arthur,  mentioned  hereinafter. 

Harold  A.  Spencer  was  early  initiated  into  business  life,  leaving 
school  at  the  age  of  fifteen  in  order  to  work  for  the  Canedy-Clark  Shoe 
Company  of  North  Adams.  After  a  year  with  that  firm  he  was  em- 
ljk>ycd  about  a  year  and  a  halt  in  the  Arnold  Print  Works,  and  during 
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that  time  devoted  three  hours  each  tiifjht  for  five  nights  in  the  week  to 
stiifly.  in  (irder  to  i:niiii)cti'':;te  for  lack  of  c<iini)lctctl  scIumjI  c(lucali<»n. 
!k  then  went  to  work  in  tlie  cbcckini^  ilcpartnient  in  the  ot'tice  ol  the 
Clark  and  Brown  laundry,  was  bookkeeper  for  two  years  thereafter  in 
the  Co-operative  Bank,  and  then  started  in  business  for  himself  under 
the  name  of  Spencer  Brothers,  with  present  offices  in  the  Dowlin  Mock. 
The  firm  conducts  a  general  real  estate  and  investment  business  and 
have  been  very  successful.  In  1903  a  l)ranch  office  was  opened  in 
kt.a<l-l  oio.  but  was  sold  ont  in  tin-  tal!  i>{  the  same  year,  and  the  entire 
business  concentrated  at  North  Adams.  At  the  same  lime  the  firm 
sought  larger  quarters  in  the  same  block,  moving  to  No.  400  Dowlin 
block,  and  there  they  have  ample  office  room  for  the  convenient  dispatch 
of  their  large  and  growing  business.  Mr.  Spencer  served  for  a  time  as 
treasurer  of  the  North  Adams  Co-operative  Association,  and  is  a  mem- 
l)er  n\  the  im  nKi-  eonimittce  of  the  ^'ounj^  .Men's  Christian  As^ocia- 
tiv»n.  superintendent  of  the  prinuiry  de]);irtnienl  of  tlic  Baptist  Sunday 
school,  at^liates  with  Manchebter  Unity  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  in 
politics  is  a  Republican. 

He  married,  December  27,  1904,  Ada,  daughter  of  the  late  William 
£.  Watmough,  a  well  known  resident  of  North  Adams,  retired  from 
business. 

W  ILLIA.M  I  KAXCIS  BARTLETT. 

William  Francis  Bartlctt,  brevet  major-general.  United  States  Vol- 
unteers, numbered  among  the  most  gallant  defenders  of  the  Uni(m  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war,  was  bom  in  Haverhill,  Essex  county,  Massachusetts, 

June  (>.  1840.  and  died  in  1 'itt.-!ield,  Be^k^hi^e  county,  Deceml)er  17, 

18711.    His  deatli  was  made  the  theme  oi  a  beautiful  poetic  tribute  by 

tlie  gentle  Quaker  pott,  John  G.  WTiittier: 
v> 
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Oh,  well  may  Essex  sit  forlorn 

liesi'lc  her  '^c'l-M^w  n  sliorc  ; 
Her  well  bcloveii,  her  nobiest  burn, 
Is  hers  in  life  no  more! 

Good  men  riiul  tnir  slie  ha?  not  lacked, 

And  hr;i\c-  men  yet  shall  4jc; 
The  perfect  ll<twer,  the  crowning  fact. 

Of  all  her  years  was  he! 

As  Galnli.ul  jmre,  as  Merlin  sa^e. 

W  hat  worthier  knight  was  found 
To  grace  in  Arthur's  golden  age 

The  fabled  Table  Round? 

Richard  Bartlclt,  the  founder  of  that  branch  of  the  family  to  which 
General  Bartlett  belonged,  came  to  New  England  before  1640^  and  set- 
tled at  Newbury,  where  he  died  in  1647.  His  son,  Richard,  Jr.,  bom  in 
England  in  1621,  was  the  father  of  Samuel,  bom  in  1646,  from  •whom 
the  line  was  continued  through  his  son  Thomas  (who  married  Sarah 
Webster).  l'"ni)cli  and  Dailey,  to  Charles  L..  fatlicr  of  William  Franci?. 
'Hie  records  show  that  the  early  Barticlts  were  public-spirited,  liberty- 
loving  citizens.  Enoch  Bartlett  married  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Joshua  Bay- 
ley,  of  Haverhill,  formerly  a  surgeon  in  the  British  navy.  Bail^  Bart- 
lett, bora  in  Haverhill,  in  1750^  was  very  active  in  public  affairs,  serv- 
ing as  a  member  of  the  legislature,  as  a  delegate  to  state  conventions,  as 
a  member  of  contjress.  and  a<  sheriff  of  Fsscx  county  for  nearly  forty 
ycar<:.  He  married  I'ei^.tjy  White,  dan^diter  of  John  White,  Jr.,  a  de- 
scendant of  \\  illiam  White,  an  early  settler  of  Haverhill. 

Charles  L.  Bartlett,  son  of  Hon.  Bailey  Bartlett,  was  a  commissicm 
merchant  of  Boston.  His  wife.  Harriet  Plummer,  was  of  an  old  Essex 
coimfy  family.  They  had  five  children,  William  F.  being  the  only  son. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion,  William  Francis  Bartlett  was  in  his 
junior  year  at  Harvard  College — a  tall,  slender  youth,  with  boyish 
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spirits,  not  n  hard  stndent.  :in»l  i>>1itically  was  recoj^nize*!  as  a  chainpion 
of  what  was  then  tennei!  "  •^tr-te  ris^ihts."  On  April  17.  iKr>i,  he  re- 
sponded to  the  first  call  oi  President  Lincdn  for  troops  for  the  vindica* 
tion  of  the  national  authority,  enlisting  in  the  Fourth  Battalion,  Massa- 
chusetts VoUmteer  Militia,  and  on  the  25th  with  it  proceeded  to  Pent 
Independence.  On  his  rettim,  after  about  a  month's  experience  of  mili- 
tar>'  fluty,  he  wrote  in  hi«;  iojirnal  that  he  vahicd  tlie  knowledj^e  there 
acfiiiired  more  lii;«;hly  than  all  the  Latin  and  ( ireek  he  had  leame<l  in  the 
last  year.  His  intellitjence  and  faithfulness  favorably  impressed  his  com- 
manding officer,  F.  W.  Palfrey,  and  when  that  gentleman  became  lieu- 
tenant-colonel of  the  Twentieth  Regiment  Volunteer  Infantry,  he  secured 
for  young  Bartlett  the  appointment  of  captain.  His  commission  was 
dated  July  10,  1861.  At  the  battle  of  Ball's  BluflF.  in  which  he  was  en- 
Ijaged  on  Octol)er  24.  1861.  he  showed  admirahle  O'liratife  and  self- 
(Xjssession;  and  in  the  six  niontlis  tliat  t<  IIi  w  ed.  when,  owing  to  the 
casualties  of  service,  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  second  officer  of 
the  regiment  present  in  the  field  devolved  upon  him,  such  was  his  zeal 
and  untiring  energ>'  that  he  proved  himself  most  efficient  and  accom- 
plished. In  drilling  his  rejjiment,  his  height,  soldierlike  carriage,  ex- 
cellent horseiuaiiNliip.  and  powerful  \<»ice  caused  him  to  ai)pear  to  the 
greatest  ad\antage.  ( )n  April  24.  iS^.j.  at  the  siege  of  Vt)rkl>'\vii,  \"ir- 
ginia,  a  niinie  ball  from  a  sluu] shooter's  rifle  struck  his  leg,  necessitating 
amputation  four  inches  alxive  the  knee — ^a  sad  fate,  but  he  bore  it  with 
Spartanlike  courage  and  patience.  Returning  to  his  home  in  Massa- 
chusetts, after  a  few  weeks  in  a  hospital  in  Baltimore,  he  rapidly  re- 
covere<l  his  strength.  He  attended  class  day  at  Har\'ard  College,  and 
received  his  clf^ree  at  commencement. 

W  hen  he  next  t<MiU  the  lield  it  was  as  colonel  of  the  iMaiy-ninth 
Infanty  Regiment,  Massachusetts  \  olunteer  Militia,  which  left  the  state 
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in  Xovemher.  1862,  sailetl  for  New  Orleans  in  January.  1863,  and  two 
iiKMitlis  l.itiT  l)C|^Mii  its  inarch  louartl  Tort  IIikNom.  In  tlie  assault  on 
the  torlilicalions.  May  Colonel  Bartlctt  letl  his  regiment  on  horse- 
back, he  lieing  the  only  ni"nnte<i  man  on  the  lieM,  and  a  conspicuous 
mark  for  the  foe.  Admiring  his  braver>%  it  is  said  that  the  rebel  officers 
ordered  their  men  not  to  fire  at  him.  He  was,  howe\'er,  wounded  twice 
— slightly  in  the  heel,  and  seriously  in  his  left  wrist — and  for  some  time 
it  was  feared  he  would  lose  his  hand.  About  three  months  later  his  regi- 
ment was  mnstcrc<l  oni  at  rittsheUi.  Massac-hu»ietts.  Dnrinij  the  en- 
suing fall  and  wiiUer  he  recruited  the  iMlty-seventh  Massachusetts  In- 
fantry Regiment,  of  which  he  had  been  commissioned  colonel.  On  the 
28th  of  March,  1864,  a  sword  was  presented  to  him  by  the  citizens  of 
Winthrop,  then  the  residence  of  his  father's  family.  On  the  24th  of 
April,  Governor  Andrew  visited  the  camp  of  the  Fifty-se\'enth  Regiment 
and  presented  to  it  the  usual  set  of  rejrimental  colors,  committing  the 
liauners  t<i  the  ciiargc  •><  C'-l^nel  llartlett  a-  an  (•iVicer  firm  an«l  loyal,  a 
citizen  faithful  and  patriotic,  and  .1  frieml  in  whom  was  110  guile.  At  the 
Ijattle  of  the  Wilderness,  in  May,  1864,  the  colonel  of  the  Fifty-se\'enth 
Massachusetts  Regiment  was  again  wounded,  this  time  in  the  temple. 
In  June  he  received  his  commission  as  brigadier-general,  and  was  as- 
signed to  the  Ninth  Army  Corps.  At  the  storming  of  Petersburg,  Vir- 
ginia.  on  July  30th.  his  wotxlen  leg  was  cmshe<l,  and  he  was  taken  pris- 
oner, riien  foll(.\\eiI  I'carly  two  n:(tnths  of  confnienicnt  in  rebel  i»rison 
ho.spital.s,  followed  by  his  e.schange,  his  journey  home  to  W  inthrop  and 
reunion  with  family  and  friends,  the  surgeons  with  grave  foces  prescrib- 
ing perfect  rest  and  quiet,  with  careful  treatment,  for  six  months. ...He, 


was  much  out  of  health  in  the  winter  and  spring  of  1865.   In  June  and 
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still  being^  miich  impaired.   In  Augfust  he  was  given  six  months'  leave  of 

al'sctice.  with  the  jirivileije  to  jijo  abroad.  He  was  mustered  out  of  the 
United  States  inihtary  service  in  Jiil>.  18^16.  I'or  meritorious  and  £»al- 
lani  service  during  the  war  he  was  brevetted  major-general  United  States 
\^olunteers,  March  13,  1865. 

On  October  14,  1865,  Colond  Bartlett  was  married  to  Miss  Agnes 
Pomeroy,  of  Pittsiield,  and  on  the  18th  he  sailed  with  his  wife  for  Eng- 
land. They  remained  abroad  till  the  following  June,  when  he  returned 
much  recruited.  Tlie  next  three  or  tour  years,  which  he  spent  in  Berk- 
shire county,  were  year.s  of  piiysical  weakness  rnid  wearisome  toil,  lie 
became  treasurer  and  general  manager  of  the  Pomeroy  Iron  Works  at 
West  Stockbridge,  and  also  engaged  with  Colcmel  Cutting  in  the  paper 
business.  In  November,  1869^  he  began  to  build  a  house  in  IHttsfidd, 
near  the  Pomeroy  homestead.  In  1870  it  became  needful  for  him  to 
seek  rest,  and  he  went  to  h"n,tjlan<l  for  a  brief  stay.  In  his  few  remain- 
in*;  ye.irs  ilhie-><  succeeded  ilhiess,  and  his  business  cares  and  i)erj)le.\ilies 
increased.  Yet  his  powers  of  rallying  were  wonderful,  and  he  had  much 
enjoyment  of  life.  He  was  keenly  interested  in  the  public  welfare. 
Most  of  1873  and  1874  he  passed  in  Richmond,  Virginia,  in  charge  of 
the  interests  of  the  Powhatan  Iron  Company.  In  December,  1875,  he 
returned  with  his  family  to  their  home  in  Pittsfield.  The  period  that 
followed  was  one  <»1  rapidly  failin'.f  healili  .and  i.iilint:;-  fortune^.  Toward 
the  end,  while  he  was  simply  waitin5^^  his  sufferings  were  very  great,  hut 
were  borne  with  absolute  fortitude  and  sweetness,  the  powers  of  his 
mind  remaining  unimpaired  to  the  last.  The  kindness  of  his  friends 
freed  him  from  the  burden  of  anxiety  for  his  family,  and,  as  he  said, 
made  it  much  easier  for  him  to  go. 

After  k-a\  !n^  the  -nniN .  ( Iciiei  al  iJartlett  l<iok  an  earnest  interest 
in  political  niuvenients,  not  as  a  ^Kirtisan,  but  as  a  iricnU  of  true  refonn 
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and  of  good  guvemniait,  and  was  repeatedly  urged  to  accept  nomination 

to  high  offices.  As  a  speaker  on  certain  memorable  occisions — notably 
at  Harvard  C<»ninic!iccinent  in  1X74,  wlien  he  was  chief  marshal  of 
the  clay :  at  the  Lexington  Centciniial ;  at  the  dedication  of  the  I  Ia\  er- 
hill  (Massachitsetts)  PuUic  Library,  in  November,  ^^75$  and  on  Fore- 
father's Day,  the  same  year,  in  New  York  city — ^he  showed  himsdf  pos- 
sessed of  true  eloquence,  thrilling  the  hearts  of  thousands. 

In  April,  1871,  General  Bartlett  became  senior  warden  of  St 
Steplien's  Episcopal  church,  in  rittst'icM,  and  in  Sei)tenil)er  he  was  con- 
lirmed.  His  life,  to  those  who  saw  it,  was  an  object  lesson  in  Christian 
faith.  His  letters  and  the  extracts  from  his  journal  printed  in  the 
Memoir  plainly  show  of  what  spirit  he  was.  "  His  interest  in  what  is 
most  valuable  to  every  community,  in  religion,  in  education,  in  the  deva- 
lion  of  politics,  in  tnie  reform,  was  always  fresh."  Yielding  not  one 
particle  of  principle,  the  crippled  hero  was  <pi:ck  to  '*  counsel  reconcilia- 
tion with  those  uhnse  arms  had  shattered  the  promise  of  his  life.  His 
patriotism  was  true  patriotism.  His  love  of  country  embraced  the  whole 
country.  His  absolute  devotion  to  the  flag  made  him  eager  that  every 
American  should  love  and  honor  that  flag  as  he  did." 

General  Bartlett  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  six  diildren,  namely: 
Ag^nes,  wife  of  Henry  A.  Francis,  of  Pittsfield;  Carolyn,  wife  of  James 
Howard  Ki<ld.  residing  at  Trivoli-on-the-Hudson ;  Mdwin,  of  Boston, 
connected  with  the  I'rodkliiie  (jas  Company;  Robert  Pomeroy;  William 
Francis,  Jr.,  with  the  Boston  and  Maine  Railroad  Company,  of  Boston; 
and  Edith,  the  youngest  Mrs.  Bartlett  is  a  daughter  of  the  late  Robert 
and  Mary  Center  (Jenkins)  Pomeroy,  and  is  of  an  old  Berkshire  family. 
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NATHAN  S.  BABBITT,  M.D. 

The  family  of  which  Nathan  S.  Babbitt,  M.D.,  was  a  Uneal  de^ 
scenctant  was  foutuled  in  this  country  by  Edward  Babbitt,  who  settled 
at  Taunton,  Massachusetts,  in  1643.  In  the  .line  of  descent  from  the 
pioneer  nncestor  appears  Dr  Sncll  BaHiitt,  father  of  Nathan  S.  Babbitt, 
who  was  an  able  practicin;.,'  pliysician  in  liis  <lay,  rcsidin^^  siUTcssively  in 
Hancock.  Savoy  an<l  Soulli  Adams,  Massachusetts,  and  whose  death 
occurred  in  the  latter  named  town  about  the  year  1825.  Dr.  Snell  Bab- 
bitt married  Jad  Edson.  a  native  of  Berkshire  count)',  Massachusetts. 

Nathan  S.  Babbitt  was  bom  in  Hancock,  Berkshire  county,  Massa- 
chusetts. August  30,  1 81 2.  He  attended  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  t<>wn  and  ci'iitinncl  his  studies  at  the  academy  in  South  Adams, 
hut  was  prevented  from  enlerini^  u|m  11  a  classical  conrse  hy  l.ack  of  funds. 
He  licjjan  a  course  of  medical  reaihiiLT  with  Dr.  II.  M.  W  ells,  of  W  ind- 
sor,  and  with  his  father;  entered  the  Berkshire  Medical  College,  Pitts- 
field^  which  was  then  the  medical  department  of  Williams  G>llege,  and 
was  graduated  in  1833  at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  He  began  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  in  South  Adams,  and  continued  the  same  until 
iS4<i.  when  he  m-  ved  t<»  Xorth  Adams,  wliere  he  cnntiiuieil  iti  practice 
until  his  death.  Xo\ ember  5,  i88y.  For  more  than  fnur  decades  he  oc- 
cupied a  position  of  prominence  among  the  medical  men  of  western 
^Massachusetts,  and  his  long  period  of  usefulness  was  productive  of  much 
good  to  the  community  in  which  he  resided.  In  addition  to  his  {n-ivate 
practice  he  served  for  twenty  years  as  a  special  surgeon  of  the  Troy, 
(jrceiiticM  and  Ih  ■ 'sac  Tunnel  Railu.'X.  and  for  some  tiiue  held  the  ap- 
pointment of  I  niled  States  pensiMn  I'xa.iuiner.  lie  w;ls  the  tirst  resi- 
dent nietnber  of  tlie  Northern  Berkshire  Medical  Society,  was  a  mem- 
ber of  other  professional  societies,  and  was  an  active  factor  at  the  larger 
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gatherings  of  the  profession  in  Boston.  He  was  also  actively  interested 
in  poh'tical  affairs,  and  represented  his  district  in  the  legislature.  He 

was  a  Master  Afasnn  and  a  past  master  of  T^t  I'aycttc  Lfxlj^c. 

Or.  r>abhitt  tnarrii-d.  Sepleiiil)cr  _'4,  il^,^5.  \nti  l^Iiza  Kobinsoji. 
dauglitcr  of  1  Iu»nias  and  N'ancy  ( W't-ll^)  R(il)iti>;on.  She  was  educated 
at  the  Aflanis  Academy  and  at  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hyde's  Young  Ladies' 
Boarding  School  in  Pittsfield.  She  was  a  consistent  memhcr  of  the 
Congregational  church,  and  took  an  active  interest  in  both  local  and 
foreign  missionary  work. 

Thomas  Robinson,  father  of  Mrs.  Dr.  Babbitt,  was  a  native  of 
Windsor.  Massachusetts,  and  a  well-known  lawyer  of  his  day.  After 
practicinj2f  his  profession  in  Adams.  Massachusetts,  for  some  years,  he 
movetl  to  \orth  Adams  and  was  :i])i>oiiited  master  in  chaneery  by  Gov- 
ernor I'.rii;i^s.  At  the  request  of  IVesidcnt  (ieorj^je  HIiss,  of  the  West- 
cm  Railroad  Company,  he  called  the  first  meetinpf  of  hnsiness  men  to 
take  action  regarding  the  construction  of  the  North  .\dams  Branch  of 
the  Boston  and  Albany  railway.  He  was  one  of  the  most  enterprising 
and  public-spirited  citizens  of  North  Adams,  and  in  various  ways  evi- 
denced the  interest  he  took  in  the  educational,  industrial  and  business 
affairs  of  the  town.  He  died  Dctober  3.  1867.  He  was  twice  married. 
I»\  hi<  first  wife,  N'ancy  W'elN.  w!io  thc<!  in  |S_'(».  he  had  four  children: 
James  T..  f<  ir  thirty  years  jndsc  of  probate  for  Berkshire  county,  Massa- 
chusetts; Millicenl  ('.,  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  F.  O.  Sayles,  of 
Adams;  Ann  Eliza,  aforementioned  as  the  wife  of  Dr.  Babbitt,  and 
Mar}'  Sophia,  who  married  Jackson  Mason,  of  Richmond,  Vermont 
His  second  wife,  Catherine  Susana  McLeod,  of  New  Yofk,  bore  him 
the  following  children :  Alexander  M. ;  Margaret  Maria,  who  married 
Linden  Smith,  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri ;  FdizaWth  Rapehe.  who  married 
Albert  l\.  Smith,  of  X  irth  Adain> ;  John  ("iitler.  who  served  as  an  of- 
ficer in  the  civil  war;  Cliarles  Meiiry,  and  Wilhain  Deiinison  Robinsoa 
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FRAXCTS  WILLIAMS  ROCKWFXL. 

« 

Francis  Williams  Kockwell,  lawyer,  was  burn  in  PittstieUl,  Massa- 
chusetts, May  26,  1844.  the  son  of  Julius  and  Lucy  Forbes  (Walker) 
Rockwell.  Since  1630  the  ancestors  of  the  family  have  lived  in  New 
Enjriand.   After  a  term  of  study  in  the  public  schools  of  his  birthplace. 

Mr.  Rockwell  wciu  t''  the  }'(i\\ar(K  Sdit'ol  at  St< irkbriili^e.  Massaclui- 

selts.  where  he  was  i)reitare<l  fnr  c 'Ueije.  He  then  eiUeretl  Amherst,  and 
became  prominent  as  a  w  Miner  «>f  jiri/e-  ft-r  uratory  nml  debating  and 

as  the  class  orator  of  tlie  class  of  1868.  His  next  collegiate  training  was 
in  the  Harvard  Law  School,  where  he  was  presiding  officer  of  the  stu- 
dents' assembly,  graduating  with  several  of  his  Amherst  friends  in  1S71. 
Being^  at  once  admitted  to  the  bar,  he  commenced  a  practice  in  Pitts- 

tiehl  which  was  continueil  until  the  present  time,  except  when  intcr- 
ruptC'l  by  terms  ut  service  in  public  oltice.  lii  1.S73  Mr.  Rockwell  was 
appointed  associate  justice  of  the  district  coiut  of  Central  Berkshire, 
which  office  he  resigned  in  1875.  He  was  then  for  two  years  clerk  of 
the  Pittsfield  Fire  District,  and  two  years  later  (1879)  was  elected  to 
a  seat  in  the  Massachusetts  house  of  representatives.  In  the  stormy  ses- 
sion of  that  year  Mr.  Rockwell  made,  in  connection  with  the  <picstion  of 
cutting'  down  the  salaries  ot  st.ite  oiricia.ls.  a  sj)eech  on  the  governor's 
salary  which  provoked  imich  attention  and  comment  throughout  the 
state.  In  1881  he  was  elected  to  the  Massachusetts  senate  and  was  re- 
elected the  following  year;  it  was  in  the  session  of  1881  of  the  senate 
that  he  made  his  famous  reply  to  Colonel  Thomas  Wentworth  Higgin* 
son.  who  had  attacked  Hon.  Henry  L.  Dawes,  of  Pittsfield.  ^fr.  Rock- 
well  was  elected  in  iSSj  a  memher  ol'  the  Repuf»Iican  state  central  com- 
mittee and  in  January,  1SS4.  .ifter  tlie  resignation  from  cong^rcss  of  his 
friend,  Hon.  George  D.  Robinson,  he  was  nominated  a  candidate  for 
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cong^e<:s,  winninc:  the  election  after  an  exciting-  contest  just  fort>'  years 
after  his  fatlier  had  first  entered  conj^ress.  Tn  the  Forty-ciijlitli  con- 
gress Mr.  RrK:k\vcll  devoted  himself  nntin'nsrly  to  the  intricate  inter- 
ests of  his  district,  which  was  essentially  a  business  section,  his  most 
valuable  service  being  the  promotion  of  the  measure  to  create  Springfield 
"  a  port  of  delivery/*  therein  omtributing  greatly  to  the  business  of  tiie 
Connecticut  valley  and  western  Massachusetts.  He  was  three  times  re- 
n'tminatcd,  ^iTvintj-  fotir  term*:,  from  to  1891-    Mi.  Rix"k\vell  has 

writtdi  (xtensively  for  the  press,  served  in  various  local  offices  and 
delivered  a  great  many  speeches  and  addresses  upon  a  wide  variety  of 
subjects.  He  has  been  president  of  the  City  Savings  Bank  of  Httsfield 
since  1893.  and  president  of  the  Pittsfield  Republican  Club  in  1899,  and 
chairman  of  the  Republican  cit>'  committee  in  1900. 

Mr.  Rockwell  was  inarrinl,  June  it.  1873.  to  Mary  Gilhcrt  Davis, 
of  Pittsfield:  their  children  are:  William  Walker,  Henry  Davis.  Sam- 
uel Forbes,  Julius.  Lawrence  Dowse,  Francis  W.  and  Elizabeth  Rock- 
well. 


HON.  WELUNGTON  SMITH. 

\nm1)ered  amonj^^  the  strong  men  «.t'  P.crkNhire  county,  a  liiciier.illy 
recognized  factor  in  its  business  de\  cl' 'pment.  a  man  of  moral  worth, 
of  political  sisfnificance  and  social  distinction,  is  he  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  biography.  He  is  of  that  forttmate  number  of  New  England- 
ers  whose  most  valuable  heritage  is  the  constancy  of  purpose  which 
characterized  the  Pilgrim  Fathers,  from  one  of  whom  he  is  lineally  de- 
scended.  Reliofion  and  patriotism,  indnstn,'  and  integrity  were  in- 
grained in  the-c  colonial  settlers,  anil  tlnon'^ho-.U  the  I'nited  States  the 
influence  of  their  exami)le  is  traceable  in  the  careers  of  their  descend- 
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ants  whose  name  is  now  l^on.  (For  Smith  genealogical  data  see 
sketch  of  the  late  Hon.  Elizur  Smith,  in  this  publication*) 

Wellington  Smith  was  bom  in  Lee,  Massachusetts,  December  15, 

1.S41,  st.n  of  Jnhii  K.  ;ind  r,tnhciii;i  C'.  (  Vale)  Smith.  On  his  iiuah- 
er's  side  he  is  descended  fruni  ihc  tirsi  cuiiple  un  record  married  in  Lee, 
viz:  Captain  Josiah  Yale  and  Ruth  Trac^,  who  were  married  Sep- 
tember 26,  1774.  His  life  work  has  been  the  development  of  the  in- 
terests of  the  Smith  Paper  Company,  whose  chain  of  mills  in  and  near 
Lee  constitute  one  of  the  greatest  industries  of  western  Massadiusetts. 
Of  this  company  Mr.  Smith  has  Ix.'cn  treasurer  fur  mure  than  forty 
years.  He  was  president  fur  sume  years  als<»  of  the  Derby  Mills 
Paper  Company,  and  the  tirst  president  o£  the  American  Tissue  Faper 
Manufacturers'  Association.  He  is  president  also  of  the  Greylock  Mills 
Cotton  Company  and  since  1880  has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Berkshire  Life  Insurance  Company. 

-Mr.  Smith  is  a  Republican,  strongly  partisan,  but  in  no  wise  a 
puhtician.  He  has  been  (.lelegated  to  numerous  con\ eiuiuns,  among 
tiiem  the  Republican  National  Convention,  which  in  i8<So  at  St.  Louis, 
nominated  Mr.  Garfield  for  tlie  presidency.  The  only  othce  for  which 
his  name  was  ever  permitted  to  be  presented  as  a  candidate  was  that  of 
governor's  cotmcil,  to  which  he  was  elected  in  1882,  serving  during  Gov- 
ernor Benjamin  F.  Butler's  term.  During  this  year  also  Air.  Smith 
was  president  of  Herkshne  .Agricultural  Society. 

jNlr.  South  was  active  in  tlie  funnalion  o£  the  Kxal  chapter,  Sons 
of  the  American  Revolution,  and  its  first  president,  lie  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  delivered  the  address  of  welcome  in  the 
cdebration  in  1895  of  the  One  Hundredth  Anniversary  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  his  lodge,  Evening  Star,  the  charter  of  which  was  signied  by 
Paul  Revere,  then  Grand  Master  of  the  stale,    lie  has  been  a  member 
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of  the  Congregational  church  since  1858  and  served  as  a  member  of 
the  prudential  and  finance  committees  of  his  churdi  at  Lee.  His  hand- 
some licnu'  ;it  Lec  lias  I<inq"  l)cen  tintcrl  for  the  tjnici' iusiu'--s  ot  it>  hospi- 
tality, lie  has  het'ii  twirc  married,  in  1861.  to  Mar}  Shannon,  who  was 
bom  in  Northampton,  Massachusetts.  March  25,  1839,  and  who  died 
in  1877.  second  wife  is  Annte,  daughter  of  the  late  James  Bullard, 
of  Lee. 

Mrs.  Mai\  (Shannon)  Smith  left  two  children:  Augustus  R. 
Smith,  for  more  than  twcnty-fn  e  \ear>  in  business  assixnaii<  ai'w  ith  his 
father  and  now  \  iee  president  of  the  Smith  I'a|)er  Company,  and  Miss 
Mary  Shannon  Smith,  a  student  of  Smith  and  subsequently  of  Rad- 
cliff  College  and  graduate  of  Stanford  University,  California.  The 
children  of  Mrs.  Annie  (Bullard)  Smith  are:  Wellington  Smith,  Jr., 
a  graduate  of  Williams  College,  class  of  igor,  now  of  the  Smith  Paper 
Company:  Miss  I'.tta  I.ncy  Smith,  who  attended  Smith  College  and  tlic 
Teacliers'  C<ille<;e  of  CoUtmhia  L'm\ersity.  receiving  deijrees  from  \kA\\ 
of  the  latter  institutions;  and  Elizur  Smith,  who  entered  Williams  Col- 
lege, and  is  now  in  business  in  New  York  City. 


HON.  EUZUR  SMITH. 

Hon.  Elizur  Smith,  paper  manufacturer,  for  more  than  twenty 

years  president  of  the  Smith  ra])er  Compiiny  of  Ixe.  Massachusetts,  and 
one  of  tlie  best  known  and  nn»st  successful  business  men  of  Southern 
Berkshire,  was  a  native  and  lifelong  resident  of  this  county.  He  was 
bom  at  Sandts6eld,  January  5,  181 2,  and  died  on  April  3,  1889.  ^ 
home  in  Lee. 

He  is  a  descendant  of  old  and  substantial,  partly  l^ilgrim,  colonial 
stock,  numbering  among  his  ancestors  on  the  internal  side  Stq>hen  Hop- 
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kins,  the  fourteenth  signer  of  the  "  Mayflower  '*  ccxnpact,  and  Nicholas 
Snow,  who  came  over  in  1623  in  the  "  Ann,"  one  of  the  latest  of  the 

"  forefather  sliips,"  and  in  the  male  line  tracing"  back  to  Ralph  Smith. 
immij;nint  fr<iin  luitjlaiKK  \vin>  settled  first  at  Hingham,  .\la->acliu-i.lts, 
ami  tlicncc  removed  to  Eastham  on  C  ape  Cml.  Samuel  Smith,  lK)i-n  in 
Hingham  in  1641,  son  of  Ralph  by  his  first  wife.  Rebecca,  married  in 
1665  Mary,  daughter  of  Giles  Hopkins,  who  came  over  with  his  father, 
Stephen  Hopkins,  and  his  sister,  Constance,  in  the  "  Mayflower  in 
1620.  John  Smith,  son  of  Samnel  and  Mar\'  Smith,  Inim  at  Eastham 
May  j6.  i(^>73,  married.  M.iy  14.  I'lji.  IWthia  Snow.  <laughtcr  of 
Stephen  Sufnv,  and  grantldaiightcr  <jt  Xichola.s  .^now  and  his  wife, 
G>nstance  Hoi)kins.  Samuel  Smith,  second  son  of  John  and  ^ethia 
Smith,  bom  at  Eastliam,  July  19,  1718,  nutrried  for  his  second  wife 
Sarah  Snow,  of  Eastham. 

Stephen  Smith,  Sr..  son  of  Samnel  and  Sarah  Smith.  lK)rn  Sc])- 
tember  j8.  1744,  marrie<l  at  l-'a>tliam,  hinuary  iS,  ijfV).  Sarah  IVpiJcr, 
a  descendant  nf  Isaac  Pepper,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Eastham.  Stephen 
was  the  first  in  this  line  to  pass  beyond  the  narrow  limits  of  the  Cape 
and  journey  inland  to  seek  a  new  liome.  With  his  wife  Sarah,  and  his 
brother  Reuben,  also  Reuben's  wife,  Phoebe  Snow,  he  went  to  East 
Hadtlam.  Connecticut,  and  thence  to  Sandislield,  Massachusetts.  The 
liou>es  built  by  tlicm  IxMnre  the  Rev "I'.ilii 'ii  arc  still  standing.  .Stc])hen 
Smith  died  at  Sandisticid  at  the  advanced  age  uf  ninety-five  years,  hav- 
ing long  outlived  his  wife,  who  died  on  August  16,  1796.  l^ey  were 
the  parents  of  four  children:  Samuel  and  Temperance,  who  went  to 
Mew  York  state ;  Rebecca,  who  married  John  Canfield,  Jr. ;  and  Stephen, 
Jr.,  who  married  Mary  Cantield,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  Hon. 
Eliznr  Snnth. 

When  a  youth  of  eighteen,  equtiiped  with  a  common  school  edu- 
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catiiMi.  ^ui)])l(.'iiu'iitt<I  I»\  a  two  yuai^"  ci;iir>c  at  Westfield  .\ca<lcniv, 
I'  li/nr  Smith  tni»k  the  tlrst  step  in  the  business  career  by  engaging  as  a 
clerk  in  the  employ  of  J  dm  Xye  &  Company,  proprietors  of  a  paper  mill 
and  of  a  country  store  at  Lee.  His  salary  was  twenty  dollars  a  year 
and  his  board.  His  greater  gains  were  the  practical  knowledge  and 
eflicicnqr  compassed  by  dfli^nt  attention  to  the  duties  of  hts  position. 
At  twenty-one  he  heiame  a  nietnlKT  <»t  tlie  hnn  "f  riattner.  Smith 
Company,  owners  t>t  the  "  I'urkey  "  mill,  huiU  at  JVringham  in  1833. 
In  1835.  on  the  retirement  of  Miltnn  Ingersoll,  the  firm  became  Plattner 
&  Smith.  Buying  the  Union  and  the  Enterprise  mills,  a  mill  on  the 
site  of  the  present  Housatonic  mill,  and  in  1850  the  satinet  factory  and 
clothiers*  sh(  p  on  the  Laurel  Lake  outlet,  and  converting-  them  into 
the  Castle  and  l^unel  paper  mills,  the  firm  (li<l  an  extensive  manniac- 
tnrinjT  hnsiness.  being  by  far  the  largest  producers  of  writing  paper  in 
the  United  States. 

In  the  meantime  Mr.  Smith  had  interests  also  in  a  mill  at  Ancram, 
New  York,  with  his  brother,  and  in  one  at  Russell  with  Cyrus  W.  Field. 
For  a  brief  period  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Plattner,  in  1855,  Mr.  Smith 
c<  mtiiined  to  carrv  1 -n  the  hn-^iness  alone.    In  he.  with  his  nephews, 

W'elhns^ton  and  i)c  W  in  C.  Smith,  sons  ol  Joiui  K.  Smith,  tonneti  t!ie 
Smith  Paper  Company.  After  this  writing  paper  was  no  lont^er  made 
in  the  former  Plattner  &  Smith  mills,  which  had  produced  the  first  laid 
paper  made  in  the  country.  A  large  and  successful  business,  howe^'er, 
still  continued,  with  four  mills  having  a  capacity  of  one  hundred  and 
sixtv  tons  per  week  and  a  luilj)  mill  prochicing- a  ton  a  day.  Mr.  Smith 
continued  as  president  of  the  company  up  to  the  time  of  his  ileatli.  hut 
in  the  last  fifteen  years  or  more  of  his  life  had  little  to  do  with  its 
active  management.  He  gave  much  attention  to  the  breeding  of  fine 
horses  on  his  famous  stock  farm  "  Highlawn,"  where  he  had  over  one 
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hundreds  thousand  dollars*  worth  of  blooded  stock.  He  was  .one  of  the 
first  members  of  the  New  Enfjland  Association  of  Trotting-  Horse 
r^rccdcrs.  His  farming  intercuts  were  a  plea-.ant  relaxation,  and  no 
doubt,  as  he  clninied.  a  nieati.s  of  prolonpine:  bis  life. 

A  true-hearted  American,  during  the  Civil  war  he  was  one  of  the 
staunch  supporters  of  the  Union.  While  not  an  active  politician,  he 
took  a  .hearty  interest  in  town  and  state  affairs,  voted  with  the  Republi- 
can party.  ser\'ed  in  various  local  offices,  as  representative  of  the  ifen- 
eral  omrt.  and  as  state  senator  in  iRJV)  and  i^^Ki.  He  was  a  nieinlxT 
'if  tlie  OingregJitioiial  church.  He  was  a  director  of  the  Lcc  National 
Bank,  trustee  of  the  Lee  Savings  Bank,  one  of  the  founders  and  a  trustee 
of  the  Lee  Library  Association,  and  a  member  of  the  Lee  Business 
Men's  Association. 

In  March.  1889,  Mr.  Smith  attended  the  ROvemor's  reception  in 
Pxiston.  j-Hr  a  lew  months  previous  he  had  l:een  in  failinjj  healtli.  and 
at  the  Hotel  Vendome  he  was  taken  suddenly  ill.  and  upon  his  return 
home  was  confined  to  the  house  for  a  few  days.  On  Monday  he  was 
out  again,  and  seemingly  as  well  as  usual.  His  sudden  death  on  April 
3  was  from  heart  trouble.  On  Saturday  the  Congre^tional  church 
was  llinintjed  hy  friends  and  nei^lihors  from  tar  and  near,  who  came 
to  pay  a  last  tril)ute  to  his  memory.  The  services  were  conducted  by  the 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Rowland,  who  delivered  a  feeling  and  appreciative 
address,  dwelling  on  his  business  integrity,  his  benevolence,  his  refine- 
ment and  gentleness,  and  on  his  tleeply  religious  character  as  the  crown- 
inc;  (|iiahty  <>\  liis  ht'e,  commending;  the  '•tridv  of  liis  career  fn-m  yontli 
to  old  age  as  profitable  tor  aspiring  young  men  vi  the  present  generation. 

"He  was  deeply  respected  and  l<ived  in  Lee  and  over  Berksliire 
becau.se  he  was  so  sincere  and  faithful  and  hecaiise  lie  loved  and  trustc<i 
men.    He  had  no  alifectations.  no  effusive  professitms  and  inani testa- 
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tioiis.  Ill'  \vri>  iiicflcst  .-ind  ^raw.  lnit  qcnial  and  i:^racious  to  all.  and 
met  llie  trials  and  tri)iil)Ics  of  lite  with  tlic  oiiirai;e  of  a  man  and  the 
heart  of  a  child.  W  hen  years  ago  lie  was  overtaken  by  business  disaster 
and  failed,  he  cnmpromised  with  his  creditors  for  twenty-five  cents  on 
tlu"  dollar,  aiul  resinned  business.  1 ',•!!,  when  ;i  semnd  fortune  was  ao- 
(juired,  lie  j)aid  e\  ery  debt  in  full,  pruiiipal  ;;nd  interest,  lie  carried 
to  the  duties  of  the  citizen  the  same  excellent  judgment,  the  same  in- 
teg:rity.  courage,  and  serenity  he  displayed  in  business.  His  influence, 
bis  wealth,  bis  cbaracter.  were  all  exerted  f<ir  the  town,  for  g<Nul  ,v- 
crnnient,  for  educatinn.  f<ir  ini|»ro\ enient.  and  the  coiunvm  welfare. 
All  gucKl  causes  and  intlucnces  found  in  him  a  stanch  and  generous 
friend  and  supporter.  He  was  a  rich  man.  lnit  he  made  no  display,  and 
lived  a  simple.  l)eneficcnt  life  of  industry,  kindness,  Christian  fidelity  to 
every  duty,  and  love  to  kindred,  friends,  neighbors,  and  country." 

Fond  of  travel.  Mr.  Smith  made  two  trips  to  Europe,  besides  re- 
peated journeyinps  in  this  countr\*.  His  first  trip  to  F.uroi>c  was  made 
in  iS4<).  in  \\\^  bachelor  days,  :in<l  bet^inninj^^  April  21  itccu|)ied  nearly 
six  ir^  iitl  s  In  his  party  were  the  Hon.  Cyrus  Field,  Dr.  Henry  M. 
Field,  and  Miss  Mary  Field,  after^vard  Mrs.  Stowe,  together  with  a 
few  other  congenial  companions.  On  his  second  European  trip,  which 
lasted  from  November^  i875<  ^  June,  1876.  Mr.  Smith  was  accom- 
panied by  his  wife.  It  inchtded  considerable  time  spent  in  England  and 
some  in  l-raine,  Als^iers,  Italy.  l"i;y]>t.  Cnn>lanlinople,  together  with 
short  excursions  in  Asia.  ( Ireece  and  A\istri:i. 

Mr.  Smith  married.  February  2.  li^Os.  .Mary  A.  Smith,  a  daughter 
of  Henry  and  Hannah  (Crosby)  Smitli.  Henry  Smith,  a  native  of 
Groton,  Connecticut,  son  of  Moses  Smith,  a  Revolutionary  soldier, 
came  to  Lee  when  a  young  man.  He  married  here,  and  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  few  years  that  he  spent  at  Hudson.  Ohio,  he  resided  in 

Lee  for  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  was  engaged  in  farming.  He 
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Governor  Boutwell.  He  died  in  Jtme.  1866.  His  wife,  who  was  a  na- 
tive of  Lee  and  a  ilavigliter  of  Thomas  and  Sus;inua  Crosby,  died  in 
i8i;3,  a  woman  greatly  respected  and  beloved.  Tliey  had  se\-en  children, 
namely:  Thomas,  deceased.  Mary  A.,  widow  of  Hon.  Elizur  Smitli. 
Maria  C,  the  wife  of  W.  S.  Kelsey,  of  Marseilles,  France.  Ermina. 
wife  of  F.  T.  Hamlin,  of  Marseilles,  France.  Adelaide  S.,  widow  of 
the  Rev.  Klias  Gark.  a  Conf^rei^tional  minister.  Martha  M..  di- 
ceascd,  who  was  the  wife  of  Dr.  M.  M.  I'risselic,  of  Mitimaii' Min- 
nesota, and  Henry  L.  Smith.  Mrs.  Smith  was  iMirn  April  11.  i8j6. 
She  was  educated  at  Lee  Academy  and  at  Mount  Holyoke  Seminary, 
which  she  attended  in  1843-44  as  a  pupil  of  Mary  Lyon.  Mrs.  Smith  is 
now  widely  recognized  as  a  social  leader,  having  an  extensive  circle 
of  acqnaintnnccs.  She  entertains  farjjcly,  and  mimbens  among^  her 
friends  manv  |)er^oii^  of  worth  an<l  distinction.  She  occupies  a  pleas- 
ant residence  on  Franklin  street  in  the  town  of  Lee,  Massachusetts. 


JOHN  AHLTOX  BREWSTER,  M.D. 

The  Brewster  family,  of  which  John  MiltCMi  Brewster,  M.D.,  of 

rittsfield,  Massachiisett<.  is  a  represetitative,  is  of  honored  PilRTim 
st«»ck.  lineal  descendants  of  W  illiam  P)rew>U-r.  older  of  the  church  at 
Lcydcn  and  Plymouth.  Eider  William  Brew.ster,  lxirn  in  Pns:land, 
probably  at  Scrooby,  in  1566  or  1567,  came  over  in  the  "  Mayflower  " 
in  1620,  and  died  April  10,  1644  * 

The  next  in  line  of  descent  was  Love  Brewster,  who  came  over 
with  his  father,  married  in  1634  Sarah  Collier,  daughter  of  William 
Collier,  and  (iied  m  l)u\hury.  Ma-sachusetls.  in  U'-^o.  William  llrrw- 
ster,  son  of  Lo\  e  am'  S.nah  (  Collier)  Brew  ster,  honi  in  iHixhury.  mar- 
ried in  1672  Lydia  Partridge,  daughter  of  George  and  Sarah  (Tracy) 
31 
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Partridge.  WtUiam  Brewster,  son  of  William  and  Lydia  (Partridge) 
Brewster,  bom  in  1683,  married  Hopestill  Wadsworth,  daugtiter  of 

jiilm  and  Ahiiiail  1  Amlrcw  >  >  \\  ad'^w  < -rth.  ati<l  i  cinnvcd  t<>  LchaiMii, 
Connecticut.  Oliver  Brc\\>ttr.  s<in  nt  Wdliani  ami  Hopestill  (Wads- 
worth)  Brewster,  bom  170S,  married  Martha  Wadsworth,  daughter 
of  Joseph  Wadsworth,  of  Lebanon,  Connectiait.  Wadsworth  Brewster, 
son  of  Oliver  and  Martha  (Wadsworth)  Brewster,  bora  in  1737,  mar- 
ried Jemsha  Newcome.  dauj^Iiter  of  Silas  and  Submit  (Pinneo)  New- 
come.  Oliver  Hrew  stiM",  son  <  t  \\  a(I>\\  1  nth  and  Jerusha  (Xewcoine) 
Brewster,  born  April  ijUx  in  Lthanon.  Connecticut,  was  for  some 
years  a  surgeon  of  the  New  York  Regiment  in  tlie  United  States  army, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Brown,  of  Stone  Arabia,  and  had  an  experience 
in  medicine  and  surgery  that  was  of  inestimable  value  to  him  in  later 
life.  On  leaving  the  service  he  startetl  on  horseback  northward  in  search 
«»f  a  ia\<iralile  place  t«>  seiilc.  Tins  In-  tinind  at  Ikrkct.  Massachusetts, 
wliere  lie  spent  the  night,  and  in  the  morning  was  induced  to  remain. 
Until  his  death,  in  1812,  he  was  one  of  the  leading  medical  practitioners 
of  that  part  of  the  county. 

Dr.  John  Milton  Brewster.  Sr.,  son  of  Dr.  Oliver  Brewster,  was 
bom  at  Becket,  Massachusetts,  October  22,  1789,  After  completing: 
bis  literary  education  at  the  Lenox  Academy  he  read  medicine  luider 
the  etticient  «ut<ir-]iip  of  his  father;  m  iSio  attended  lectures  in  Xew 
Haven.  Connecticut,  and  in  181 J  was  graduated  from  the  Boston  Medical 
School.  He  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Becket,  remained 
there  until  182 1,  then  removed  to  Lenox,  from  whence  he  removed  in 
1837  to  Pittsfield.  where  he  engaged  in  active  practice  until  his  death 
on  May  iS(K).  .1  pe  riod  of  fifty-five  consecutive  years.  He  was  a  con- 
sistent mcmUT  of  tlie  First  Congrei^atiunal  C  hurcli  of  Pittstield.  He 
was  a  strong  .Mnjlitionisi,  and  frequently  assisted  runaway  slaves  to  tlie 
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next  stntiiin  on  tlie  uiulergrouml  railway,  at  Dr.  Sabin's,  in  \\  illianis- 
town. 

Dr.  Brewster  married  ^*hile»a  Higley,  and  their  children  were: 
I.  Oliver  E.,  g^duatecl  from  Williams  Coll^ie  in  1834,  was  a  surgeon 
in  the  Fortieth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Infantry  from  1861  till  1865, 
and  died  Septcmher  12.  i8fi6.  in  Pittsfield.  Massachusetts,  where  he 

lia<I  l>ccn  in  activt-  i)r;uliic  a  phy-'ic'an  fi  r  twenty-nine  years.  2. 
John  Milton.  Jr.,  l)orn  Xovcnibcr  jS.  1H17.  It)sepli  Hi-lev.  ly)rn 
January  27.  1820.  was  ten  years  a  clerk  in  the  State  Primary  School,  at 
Monson,  and  afterward  was  employed  in  the  State  Library  in  Boston; 
he  died  in  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  in  1878.  4.  Flavia  Jerusha,  born 
May  23.  1822,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  the  late  F.  W.  Gibbs,  of  Lee. 
5.  Henry  Badjjer.  lr»rn  April  14.  1824.  deceased,  was  for  many  years 
a  farmer  in  ritt^tleM:  lie  married  Mary  j.  Xohle.  Ch  William  Cnllen, 
lx>rn  May  11.  iSjj.  died  Scpleml)cr  *j,  1S47,  was  a  railway  otficial  in 
Springliekl,  Mai^sachusetts.  7.  Sarah  Philena,  bom  September  20,  1829, 
deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Robert  W.  Adam.  8.  Mary  Minerva,  bom 
Januar)-  24.  1833,  married  George  H.  Laflin.  formerly  of  Pittsfield, 
Massachusetts. 


J.\kVlS  NELSUX  DUMIAM. 

Jarvis  Nelson  Dunham,  who  at  one  time  was  counted  among  the 
distinguisliefl  politicians,  lawyers  and  insurance  men  of  western  Massa- 
chusetts, was  bom  May  i,  1828,  in  Savoy.  Berkshire  county.  His 

father,  Bradish  Dunham,  a  son  of  Jul)  and  l^lizal>eth  (Williani>)  Dun- 
ham, and  who  wa^  bcir-i  in  Manslield.  .Mas>achusett.>^.  January  19.  1795, 
removed  with  his  parents  to  SaM'v  when  alx>ui  five  years  old.  Bradish 
Duntiani  subsequently  spent  nis  life  in  tliat  little  town,  and  until  his  death, 
in  1862,  was  one  of  its  most  influential  and  active  men.  He  married  Can> 
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clace  Coniell,  who  was  bom  in  Rehoboth,  Massachusetts,  May  12,  1 797, 
and  died  in  Savoy  in  1864.  Her  father,  James  Cornell,  was  a  captain 
in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Bradish  and  Candace  Dunham  lost  one  child 
in  infancy.    They  reared  five  children,  namely:  Bradish  P.,  died  in 

1805;  Charles  R..  »liecl  in  1S54;  j.irvis  X.;  Henry  J.,  and  George. 
Georjjjc  livf-i  in  Green»;li<)ro.  X<'rtli  Carolina. 

In  addition  to  the  educational  advantages  offered  l)y  the  district 
schools  of  Savoy,  Jarvis  N.  Dunliani  also  had  excellent  instruction  at 
home  from  his  talented  father,  and  from  his  mother,  who  was  a  woman 
of  rare  judgment  and  looked  well  after  the  interests  of  her  boys.  Until 
he  was  eiprhteen  years  old  he  worked  on  his  father's  farm,  and  then 
t:iu;^lit  for  two  \c:irs.    Tlmni^'h  <>(  sh'glit  htnid  he  was  an  ath- 

lete, anvi  seldom  lound  a  lH>y  that  could  throw  him  in  wrestling.  At  the 
age  of  twenty  he  had  his  own  time  and  wages,  and,  being  industrious 
and  prudent,  saved  enough  money  to  enable  him  to  pursue  the  study  of 
law  for  a  time.  In  1850  he  married  Miss  Eliza  Cummings^  of  Ben- 
nington, Vermont.  Afterward  he  worked  as  clerk  and  bookkeeper 
until,  by  the  joint  exertions  of  himself  and  wife,  be  had  accimiulated 
a  ffw  hundrt'd  dollars.  Mr.  Dunham  tlieti  cntcrc<l  the  law  oftice  of 
Judge  Daniel  Xoble  Dewey,  of  Williamstown,  who  was  then  the  secre- 
tary and  treasurer  of  Williams  College.  While  here,  besides  making 
rapid  progress  in  law,  he  was  enabled  to  earn  some  money  toward  pay- 
ing current  expenses  by  doing  work  relating  to  college  affairs.  When 
the  police  court  was  established  in  Williamstown  he  was  appointed  its 
first  jusiice.  but  roiiiin  l  uitu  a  short  service.  In  1856.  at  the  Mav 
term  ♦>£  the  supreme  jud.ici  il  mrt.  he  was  ailiiiitted  to  the  Berkshire 
count)  l  ar.  and  immediately  began  the  practice  of  law  in  Adams.  Six 
years  later  he  accqited  the  position  of  secretary  of  the  Western  Massa- 
chusetts Insurance  Company  of  Pittsfield,  and  removed  to  that  jrface. 
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where  he  made  his  home  for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  resigned  that 
office  in  r866  to  become  the  secretary  of  the  Spritijjfield  Fire  and  Marine 

Itisuraiico  C<imi)aiiy.  ua-;  rliosfii  its  jiresident  in  1880.  and  filled  that 
position  until  his  death.  In  1874.  1877  and  1878  he  was  a  representative 
to  the  state  legislature,  and  at  each  term  served  on  important  commit- 
tees. He  was  vice-president  of  the  Agricultural  Bank  of  Pittsfidd  for 
some  years,  a  director  of  the  Berkshire  Life  Insurance  Company^  and 
also  of  the  Boston  and  Albany  Railway  Company  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  The  latter  event  (xcurred  at  his  residence  in  Pittsfield,  on  De- 
cemljer  2,  i8yi. 


GEORGE  BROWN. 

George  Brown,  formerly  an  honored  resident  of  Pittsfield,  was 

born  there.  December  29,  1806,  son  of  James  and  Kcturah  ( Picrson) 
P»rown.  His  father,  a  native  of  Reln>lx>tli.  Rhode  Island.  lx)ru  October 
21,  1775.  reni"\i(i  froin  that  place  when  a  young'  man  to  Richmond, 
Massachusetts,  where  he  learned  the  tanner's  trade  with  Nathan  Pierson. 

Having  finished  his  apprenticeship  he  came  to  Pittsfield,  and  in 
company  with  his  brother  Nathan  established  a  tannery  on  the  north 
side  of  Silver  Tjike.  This  tannery  was  the  third  manufacturing-  enterprise 
started  in  I'ittsfield,  and  ranked  second,  if  not  first,  in  importance.  In 
1798  James  Bruwn  iniilt  a  taiiiicn-  next  to  the  Elm  street  bridge,  on 
Water  street,  and  in  180Q  admitted  his  brother  Simeon  to  a  partner- 
ship in  the  new  factor}'.  It  remained  for  a  long  time  under  their  owner- 
ship, and  was  a  remarkably  prosperous  oiterprise.  James  Brown  was 
a  prominent  man  in  the  town,  and  closely  identified  with  all  local  in- 
terests. Ife  was  (iiie  of  the  first  oft'iers  of  the  cattle  show,  and  \va<:  one 
of  tlu-  (•< iniiii'tUc  who  jnirchased  of  I^irson  Allen  the  site  for  the  Episco- 
pal church.   lie  was  also  interested  in  property  in  the  west,  and  before 
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1820  had  established  tanneries  in  Ohio.  He  died  at  Ashtabula,  Ohio^ 
on  September  17,  1839.  ^vife,  Keturah,  to  whom  he  was  married 
in  Richmond,  on  October  5,  1797,  was  a  daughter  of  Zachariah  Pier- 
son,  of  Richmond,  who,  with  two  of  his  brothers,  was  among  the  first 

settlers  of  tlirit  tnwii.  c<iniiif^:  tmin  Lotig  I^^Iaiul.  Koturah  Piersoii 
Brown  was  born  in  Kicliiuond,  <.n  .November  9.  and  ilicrl  in  I'iits- 

field  in  1854.  She  was  the  mother  of  six  children :  Nelson,  James  P., 
Mary  Ann,  George,  Sarah  Ann,  an<]  James  H.  The  first  named  of  these^ 
who  was  born  on  January  10,  1799,  was  educated  at  Middlebury,  Ver- 
mont, and  became  a  physician.  His  health  failing,  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence ui  the  south,  where  he  (he<l  i)ri<tr  to  1841.  James  P.,  wli't  was 
}xiru  in  March,  1800.  ched  in  infancy.  Mary  Ann,  l>)rn  on  L'lni^;nias 
Day,  1802,  married  John  Holliston,  at  that  time  of  Pittslield,  but  later 
a  prominent  citizen  of  I*crrysburg,  Ohio.  James  H.  Brown,  who  was 
bom  on  March  14,  1814,  in  Pitt<«field,  removed  to  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  he  died.  He  left  a  son.  Judge  Henry  Brown  (at  one  time 
of  OnK'.ha,  N'ebraftka.  nml  later  a  resi<Ient  of  Pierce.  Xebraska.  whidi 
town  he  toinuled).  and  two  daughters — lllla  and  Mrs.  Burnes.  Sarah 
Ann  Brown  was  born  on  November  13,  1808. 

George  Brown  obtained  a  practical  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Pittsfield.  Subsequently,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  he  went  to  Utica, 
New  York,  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  moncantile  affairs.  In  1835  he 
removed  to  Buffalo,  where  he  established  a  wholesale  mercantile  busi- 
ness in  conipany  with  Mr.  llolhston.  Later  he  was  enqagetl  in  hn>nie>> 
in  Boston  with  James  M.  Beebe.  On  account  i  t  the  failure  of  his  heakh, 
however,  he  returned  in  1849  to  Pittsfield,  and  here  resided  tmtil  his 
death,  which  occurred  on  August  25,  1874.  He  was  a  director  in  an 
insurance  con^ny,  and  owned  a  farm  of  some  twenty  acres  that  is  now 
within  the  city  limits  and  is  a  valuable  property. 
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Mr.  Brown  married,  on  April  28.  1841.  Abbie  Buel,  a  daughter  of 
James  and  Agnes  (Center)  Buel.  James  Buel,  wlio  was  bom  in  Litch- 
field, Connecticut,  in  1 7S7.  and  died  in  1874,  was  for  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury one  <if  tlic  kailiuu  nKTi-!i.-iiUs  «if  Pittstlcld.  When  ntilv  t\\fl\e 
years  of  age  lie  left  Imiue  .mkI  went  with  a  Mr.  Keycs  to  Burlington, 
Vermont.  Later  he  worked  in  Hudson,  New  York,  and  then,  early  in 
1807.  came  to  I^ttsfield.  He  began  business  for  himself  there  in  181 2, 
in  company  with  David  Campbell,  in  Exchange  Row.  From  1814  to 
1816  he  was  treasurer  an<l  general  agent  of  the  Pittsfield  Cotton  and 
\\'»>oIcn  Mainifacturing  C< mipaii)-,  uliicli  (•< Mitn )llc<|  one  of  the  first 
great  factories  of  I'ittstield.  He  subsequently  --iient  -onie  years  in 
New  Orleans,  engaged  in  business:  but,  as  the  climate  there  did  not 
suit  him.  he  returned  to  Pittsfield,  and  here  formed  a  partnership  with 
Ezekiel  K.  Colt  in  the  general  merchandise  business,  which  continued 
for  twenty-five  years.  In  1820  Mr.  Buel  was  made  a  notar)^  public  by 
Governor  Brooks,  and  hel'l  the  office  until  1870.  A  man  of  scrupulous 
iiUcgrity.  his  hi^h  worth  was  recognized  hy  all  who  knew  hitn. 

His  wife.  Agues,  whom  lie  married  in  iSii.  wa.s  Ixnti  at  West 
Hartford,  and  was  a  daughter  of  El)enezer  and  Agnes  (Hubbard)  Cen- 
ter,  of  that  town.  Her  father  <lied  in  West  Hartford,  but  Mrs.  Center 
and  a  son,  Ebenezer,  came  to  Berkshire  cotmty,  and  eventually  to  Pitts- 
field.  The  latter  was  for  many  years  the  trusted  cashier  of  the  Agri- 
cultural P.ank.  He  wa-  horn  in  iylt>>,  and  died  in  iSj_>.  His  children 
were  as  follows:  Sarah,  who  married  I'd  ward  Jenkins,  of  Hudson; 
Frederick  Center,  a  civil  engineer  who  Imilt  a  fort  at  Mobile  Point; 
George,  a  colonel  in  the  Confederate  army,  from  Florida,  who  died  in 
1865 ;  Maria,  who  married  Lyman  Warrincr,  and  at  her  death  left  one 
daughter,  now  the  widow  of  Captain  Edward  Moody,  of  Birkenhead, 
England,  who  was  a  c(jmniamlcr  of  the  Cunard  steamship  line;  and 
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John  Purvis  Center,  who  graduated  from  West  Point,  and  was  subse- 
quently killed  in  the  Seminole  war  in  1837.  Mrs.  Agnes  Center  Bud 
died  in  1864.   She  and  her  husband  were  among  the  first  members  of 

the  I'irst  CInircli  of  Pittslicld.  Mr.  Bucl  was  treasurer  of  the  Mutual 
Life  Insurance  Conipiiny.  P»ucl  street,  laid  out  hy  Mr.  Brown,  was 
named  for  him,  as  George  street  was  named  for  Mr.  Brown.  The  chil« 
dren  of  James  and  Agnes  Buel  were  six  in  number,  as  follows:  Mary 
Gross,  who  died  young;  Catherine^  bom  in  1S13,  who  married  William 
H.  Powell,  of  Hudson;  Ablne  Center,  who  was  bom  on  March  14, 
1815;  Harriet  Jarvis.  bom  Septemhcr  29.  1816.  who  !iiarric«l.  in  1857, 
Solomon  Warriner.  of  IMttslield.  lost  her  husl»and  three  years  after  her 
marriage,  and  died  in  November,  1894;  James  Alexander,  born  in 
1819,  wlio  died  in  childhood,  and  Mary  Peters,  who  was  bora  in  1821, 
and  died  on  February  28,  x888. 

Mrs.  Brown,  who  was  born  in  Pittsfield,  was  educated  in  the 
jtchools  of  this  city.  She  has  lieen  the  mother  of  seven  children,  namely: 
(lorj^e  S.,  Mnria  C.  Mary  Lec.  James.  Ai;iics  Ilubhard.  Aliln'c  and 
Kate  C  '  ,(  orge  S.  Brown,  who  died  in  1893,  resided  in  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  connected  with  the  Cincinnati  Enquirer.  He  was 
educated  at  Williams  College,  and  studied  law.  He  left  a  son  George, 
who  is  now  in  Califomia.  Maria  C.  Brown  married  Theodore  Allen, 
a  descendant  of  the  old  Allen  family,  connected  with  the  Berkshire  Life 
Insurance  ("omjxuiy;  she  has  one  (l;tu«.;lUiT.  I'.sthcr.  James  Brown  died 
in  Te.xas.  Agnes  H.  and  Kate  C.  Brown  resi<le  with  their  mother. 
AblMe,  wlio  was  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Aycrigg,  died  in  New  Jersey  in 
1894,  leaving  two  sons — Charles  Benjamin  and  George  Brown  Aycrigg. 
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AMOS  PORTER  SMITH. 

Amos  Porter  Smith,  of  Monterey,  was  horn  in  that  town  tJovtm- 
her  ji.  i8io.  prior  to  it?  sqinratioii  fnun  Tvrinirhani.  He  was  the 
youngest  son  of  OHvtr  md  Ruth  (  Boardman)  Sn)ith.  His  father  was 
bom  in  Southwick.  Massachusetts,  February  14,  1780,  and  his 'mother 
was  bom  December  10.  1776.  Oliver  Smith  was  an  energetic,  hard- 
working farmer.  He  settled  in  Tyringham  about  the  year  181 5,  and 
some  twenty  years  later  removefl  to  Sheffield,  where  he  died  October 
J2.  1S58.  His  wife  died  in  Monterey.  January  22.  i860.  Tlicy  were 
menil>ers  nf  the  W'cslcyan  Mctliodist  clnirch.  Their  childrai  were: 
Etmice.  horn  Janiiar>'  24.  1805;  Lyman,  bora  December  10,  1806:  Asa, 
bom  December  15,  1808;  Oliver,  bora  February  13,  181 1;  Lovisa,  bora 
January  20,  1814 ;  Eli,  bom  Febmar>'  27,  1816,  and  Amos  P.,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch.  None  of  them  are  now  living. 

.\nios  Porter  .Sniith  went  to  Sheffield  with  his  parents  when  he  was 
fifteen  years  old.  but  returned  to  Alnntcrey  «even  years  later  and  settled 
upon  the  homestead  farm.  For  nearly  fifty  years  he  carried  on  with 
unusual  success  g^eneral  farming  and  dairying,  keeping  an  average  of 
thirty  head  of  cattle.  In  politics  he  was  in  his  later  years  a  Republican. 
Though  taking  a  lively  interest  in  the  general  welfare  of  the  community, 
he  neither  soiijj^lit  for  nor  held  public  office.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  eliurch  at  rvrin<j]iain. 

On  March  1847,  he  nnrried  Chloe  L.  Brewer,  who  was  bora 
in  Monterey,  April  26.  1823.  Her  father,  Josiah  Brewer  (2),  who  was 
a  son  of  Colonel  Josiah  and  grandson  of  Captain  John  Brewer,  was  bora 
here  in  1768;  and  her  mother,  Elizabeth  Chapin  Brewer,  was  a  native 
of  Sheffield.  Captain  John  Brewer  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  this 
localitv.  and  Brewer  I'ond  was  named  for  this  familv. 
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Colonel  Josiah  Brewer,  the  date  of  whose  birth  was  August  17, 

1744.  was  the  firit  male  white  child  brm  in  Tyringham.  He  was  a 
])n>ini!itnt  farircr  ami  real  c^-ialc  holder.  Muninij  about  one  thousand 
ru  ri's  ot  land.  I  le  livctJ  to  he  eiglity-six  years  old.  Hi.s  rtrst  w  ife.  Mary 
iiall,  was  born  June  29,  1751.  He  was  the  father  of  thirteen  children, 
namely:  Josiah  (2),  bom  October  16,  17O8;  Elizabeth,  bom  Janu- 
ary 9,  1770;  Daniel,  born  March  13.  1772:  Jonas,  bom  April  18,  1773: 
Hannah,  bom  Febmary  r.  1775;  Artemas.  bom  April  8,  1776;  Na- 
than, horn  Oct«!hcr  1.  177!^:  S\l\cster.  Ixirn  Se])tcnilK'r  2.  1781  :  Mari'. 
h  rii  August  ().  17^.^:  John,  horn  Sq)leiiil>er  16,  1785:  Hezekiah. 
i  ebaiary  i.  1788;  Ciiloe,  Ijorn  January  30,  1790:  and  Betse>'.  bom 
NovemLw  28,  1792.  Josiah  and  Elizabeth  Chapin  Brewer  were  the 
parents  of  five  children:  Hezekiah,  bom  j^Iarch  27,  181 8:  Camilla  K, 
bom  May  ->5.  1821;  Chloe  L..  mentionetl  above;  Theodore  A.,  bom 
June  14.  i8_>5;  and  Charles  W..  born  September  4,  1827. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  .\nios  1'.  Smith  reare<l  two  cbildren.  namely:  l-lttie 
J.,  wife  of  I'.dward  II.  Slater,  of  Tyrinj^hani.  ainl  ni'ither  of  one  son. 

Ehiane  Smith  Slater;  and  l-.IIa  (1..  who  tlied  March  25,  1878.  aged 
nineteen  years.   Amos  Porter  Smith  died  on  April  2,  1887. 

Tn  October,  1891.  Mrs.  Smttli  marrietl  Edmund  R.  Ward,  who  was 
bom  in  New  Marllmm,  Massachusetts,  April  16,  1841.   He  died  May 

25.  1898.   

Lll ESTER  EUGENE  (iLEASON. 

Of  the  younger  men  of  the  county  seat  whose  capacity  for  useful- 
ness in  the  public  service  has  been  tested  the  gentleman  whose  name  in- 
troduces these  memoirs  has  demonstrated  an  ability,  a  zeal  and  an  in- 
tcjjrity  in  the  discharge  of  the  official  duties  imposed  upon  him  by  the 
municipality  that  give  faircbt  promise  of  continued  valuable  service  in 
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the  state  legislature,  where  he  now  represents  the  Fourth  Berkshire  Dis- 
trict.  He  was  bom  in  Somerset  county,  Maine,  as  were  his  father  and 

graiuiiailicr. 

The  toundcr  of  the  Maine  laiiiily  of  Cjleasuiis,  now  nunicrously 
represented  in  tliat  state,  was  Elijah  Gleason»  a  native  of  Tumfret,  Con- 
necticut, whence  at  the  close  of  the  Revcdutionary  war  he  took  his  family 
to  Maine,  becoming  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Somerset  county.  He 
and  his  descendants  wreste<l  many  fertile  fields  from  the  dense  forests 
of  the  Pine  Tree  state,  (lividinji;  their  time  between  the  cultivation  of  the 
acio  cleai\<l  and  ihc  market int;  of  tlic  tinilicr  felicd. 

Bryant  (llcason,  a  son  of  l-Jijali.  married  I'etsev  Corson,  and  of  the 
chiklren  bom  to  them  was  Benjamin  Gleason,  the  fatlier  of  the  immediate 
subject  of  this  sketch.  Benjamin  Gleason  was  bom  March  9,  1828,  in 
the  village  of  Canaan,  Somerset  county.  Save  for  one  year  spent  in 
Australia,  whither  he  was  attracted  by  the  gold  discoveries  of  the  early 
fifties,  hi>  life  lia>  Ueii  jia-^^ed  in  his  native  county.  Upon  his  return 
from  the  AntiixMjcs  ni  1854  he  purchased  the  two  hundred-acre  tract  of 
land  in  Oakland  upon  which  he  has  since  continued  to  reside.  He  mar- 
ried, March  28,  1855,  Caroline  Victoria,  daughter  of  Washington  and 
Betsy  (Spaulding)  Mclntyre,  also  natives  of  Somerset  county.  Washi 
ington  Mclntyre  was  a  leading  citizen  of  Bingham,  served  efficiently  for 
a  iinml>er  of  years  as  one  of  its  l)oard  i>f  selectmen  and  was  its  capable 
representative  in  the  slate  legislature.  Tlie  chiUIrcn  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Benjamin  Clea.son,  all  of  whom  are  still  living,  are  named  as  follows: 
Carrie  E.,  wife  of  Chester  Small,  decorator,  of  Oakland,  Maine; 
Benjamin  Franklin  Gleason,  farmer,  of  Alton,  New  Hampshire;  Laura 
Bdle,  wife  of  Andrew  D.  Libby,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  of  Oak- 
land, Maine:  Charles  Sherman  Gleason,  physician,  of  Wareham,  Massa- 
chusetts; Harry  Clayton  Gleason,  ilentist,  of   litjstun,  Ma.ssachusetts; 
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Chester  Eugene  Gleason,  of  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts;  Nora  Susan,  wife 
of  William  L.  Corson,  photographer,  of  ^fadison.  Maine:  Hownnl  Pul- 
sifer  Glcasdii,  milk  tle.iler.  <tf  \\'r)rcester.  Maine:  and  Arthur  Augustus 
Gleason,  who  assists  in  the  cuUivatinn  of  the  homestead  farm. 

Chester  Eugene  Gleason  received  his  initial  sc]ux>ling  in  his  native 
place,  and  completed  his  education  in  18S7  with  a  business  course  at 
Maine  Wesleyan  Seminary,  Kenfs  Hill,  Reedfield,  Maine.  He  found 
immediate  employment  with  the  Boston  &  Albany  railroad,  in  that  cora- 
ixany's  ticket  otHicc  at  Knecland  Street  Station.  Pioston.  It  is  an  all 
suiticieiit  commentary  on  his  fKklitA  tD  tlie  interests  of  this  company  that 
he  remains  in  its  employ,  having  been  successively  promoted  in  its  Bos- 
ton office  named  until  he  had  attained  the  diief  deikship,  a  position 
which  he  held  from  1894  to  1898.  In  the  latter  year  he  was  sent  to 
Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  where  he  has  since  continued  to  officiate  as 
passenger  and  ticket  apcnt  at  l^tiion  Station. 

From  the  attaininciit  <»f  his  majority  Mr.  Gleason  has  hecn  staunchly 
Republican,  and  while  privately  active  in  his  party's  interests  in  Boston 
it  was  not  until  after  several  years'  residence  in  Fittsfield  that  his  services 
were  sought  in  public  behalf.  In  December,  1902,  Ward  Seven,  Pitts- 
field,  elected  Mr.  Gleason,  by  a  majority  approximated  as  two  hundred, 
as  its  representative  in  the  city  council.  He  was  ])I.iced  upon  the  ordi- 
nances. ])riiitin£j  and  jviving-  conmiittecs.  Of  the  last  name<l  coniniittee 
he  serve  1  as  secretarj\  and  iii  that  capacity  throughout  1903  demon- 
strated such  aggressiveness  and  fearlessness  in  protecting  the  city's  in- 
terests during  the  important  work  involved  in  the  improvement  of  North 
and  West  streets  as  to  challenge  general  attention  and  win  the  public 
approval,  and  his  unanimous  choice  as  president  of  council  for  the  en- 
suiiii^  year  \\;is  the  natural  sf<iucnce  of  this  splendid  service.  In  1904 
he  was  the  unaniimus  clioice  of  the  Republican  city  committee  as  its 
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candidate  for  the  legislature,  representing-  the  Fourth  Berkshire  Dis- 
trict. Ilis  vote  (j.3<>3),  the  lart,'est  ever  cast  for  any  candidate  in  that 
district,  was  the  ciiipliatic  tribute  to  his  capabihty  and  faithfulness  in 
the  public  ser\'ice.  Mr.  Gleason  is  a  member  of  Crescent  Lodge,  F.  and 
A.  M.,  Pittsfield';  St  Paul's  Giapter,  R.  A.  M.,  Boston;  Boston  Coundl 
and  Boston  Conunandery,  K.  T.;  Aleppo  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S., 
Boston ;  and  of  Columbian  Mystic  Circle,  Boston.  He  is  a  member  also 
of  the  Rail\va\  and  Stcanilioat  Afjents'  Assrjciatinn  of  Boston. 

He  was  married  in  Octuljcr,  1897,  to  ^iiss  Clara  Belle  Randall. 


HExXRV  G.  DAV  IS. 

Henry  G.  Davis,  formerly  a  leading  merchant  of  Pittsfield,  was 
bom  in  Oxford,  Worcester  county,  Massachusetts,  October  26,  1821, 

son  of  jonatlian  l)av:>.  It  was  his  fatlier's  desire  to  yive  him  a  liberal 
education,  but  circumstances  preventeii  the  fulfillment  of  this  inten- 
tion, and  the  son  was  obliged  to  content  himself  with  such  education  as 
the  common-school  system  of  his  native  town  afforded,  with  the  addi- 
tional advantage  of  one  year  at  the  then  famous  Leicester  Academy. 
.At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  entered  as  clerk  the  general  store  of  Samud 
Dowse,  a  prosjierous  merchant  of  Oxford,  where  he  received  his  first 
liusiness  trainiiii;.  .\fterward  he  seer. red  a  jjusiiion  in  a  leading'  dry 
ijoods  store  in  Sprinj^ficld.  Massachusetts,  and  still  later  was  employed 
in  the  same  line  of  trade  at  Worcester. 

Coming  to  Pittsfield  in  1843,  the  advice  of  Mr.  Dowse,  who 
considered  it  a  good  place  for  a  business  opening,  as  the  railroad  had 
just  been  completed  to  this  point,  he  in  the  followinjj  year  leased  a  store 
in  the  Dr.  W'illanl  C'li  u^di  block,  forminii  a  partnerslnp  with  a  Mr. 
Stowe,  of  Worcester,  under  the  lirm  name  of  Uavis  &  Stowe,  engaged 
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in  g^eneral  mercantile  business,  makin^f  a  specialtv-  of  dry  pood*;,  carpets 
niitl  ci'Dckery.  Mr.  Davis  sul!sd|UL-iitIv  l:vf;uiK'  sole  propricii 'r  of  the 
estabtisliir.eiit.  aiul  soon  niuvcd  into  Durljaiik  block,  just  (inishetl.  Divid- 
ing his  business  a  few  years  later,  he  opened  a  dr>'  goods  store  across  the 
street.  Finding  a  man  capable  of  looking  after  the  crockery  store,  he  gave 
him  an  interest  in  the  busines.<i.  which  was  thenceforth  carried  on  under 
the  name  of  Davis  &  Grant.  Giving  his  personal  attention  to  his  dfy 
ijoods  business.  Mr.  Davis  built  up  an  extensive  as  well  as  a  profitable 
trade,  and  nt  tlx*  time  of  his  death,  whieli  occurred  July  ly.  1863,  he  was 
the  larj^est  dry  gtHHls  dealer  in  Hcrk^hire  county. 

On  Octolier  7.  1845.  Mr.  Davis  married  Mary  B.  Dowse,  daughter 
of  Samuel  Dowse,  his  first  employer,  and  a  grand-niece  of  Thomas 
Dowse,  of  Cambridge,  who  gave  his  library  to  the  Massadiusetts  His* 
torical  Society.  Mr.  Davis  was  employed  for  six  years  as  clerk  with 
the  afterward  noted  l)usines>  uian  of  (."hica^o,  Marshall  Field,  and  it 
was  through  letters  of  reconuncndation  given  liini  by  his  Pittsfield  em- 
ployer that  Mr.  Field  first  obtained  his  first  position  in  that  city.  Mr. 
Davis  was  the  father  of  four  children :  Elizabeth :  Mary  Gilbert,  mar- 
ried F.  A.  Rockwell;  Henry,  who  did  not  live  to  grow  up:  and  Samuel 
D.,  died  in  infancy. 

in  politics  Mr.  Davis  was  a  Kc])ul)lican.  and  prior  to  the  breaking 
out  of  the  rcljellion  he  served  as  postmi'.stcr  of  I'ittsfield  lor  nine  months, 
filling  out  an  unexpire<l  term.  During  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  with  a 
company  from  Pittsifield.  the  whole  company  supposing  tliat  they  woukl 
be  required  to  serve  but  three  months,  but  upon  learning  that  they  would 
be  exi)ected  to  enlist  for  nine  months,  Mr.  Davis  withdrew  his  name,  as 
it  was  impossible  for  him  to  lea\  c  his  business  for  that  length  of  time. 
He  .served  ;is  a  dc^cou  tif  tlu-  i  onj^reiration.'I  church  froiu  the  aye  nf 
thirty  years  until  his  death ;  was  tor  some  time  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
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tUiv  scIkmiI,  ami  a  teaclicr  "f  a  viuuis^  hulies"  I'liiilc  cla>>.  IIl-  was  sincerely 
esteemed  as  a  business  man,  as  well  us  for  his  lalh >rs  in  lK."half  <>t  the 
church.  The  following  eulogy,  taken  from  "  Hints  and  Thoughts  for 
Giristians/'  written  by  the  Rex'erend  John  Todd.  D.D.,  one  of  the  most 
respected  pastors  that  I'ittsfield  has  ever  known,  is  an  eloquent  tribute 
to  his  character : 

'*  \\  hen  I  tirst  knew  him  he  was  a  young  man,  having  just  come  lu 
niy  pljice  of  residence  to  hcgrin  business  among  us.   He  was  unmarried, 

and  1  knew  him  only  as  a  \ciy  pleasant  young  man,  bearing;  a  mild 
inunteiKuicc  and  a  h'  ];el'ul  li  ok.  lie  at  "nee  cainc  into  my  clnueii.  en- 
tered the  Sunilay  sch<x>l  as  a  teacher,  antl  showed  in  all  a  true  and 
modest  piety.  l*n>m  that  hour  until  his  death  he  bad  been  steadily  and 
-ilenily  j^'rowiii!^^  in  Oiristian  character.  In  a  few  years  he  had  so 
gairu'd  the  <-i  nfidenee  of  the  c<  nimimitv  tliat  while  \et  a  ai  uiil:  man  he 
was  electc<l  an  Dicker  in  our  cluirch.  W  ith  jjreat  deference  and  dis- 
trust he  at  once  came  to  talk  the  matter  over  with  his  minister  and  re- 
ceive his  arlvicc.  He  came  in  company  with  another  young  man  whom 
the  chmch  hacl  placed  l)y  her  aid  in  precisely  the  same  circumstances. 
I  .should  not  dare  recall  the  solemn  conversation  of  that  htnir.  The 
nKMlest.  t)eautiful  letter  which  they  a<klressed  to  the  church,  accepting 
the  trust,  showed  she  had  not  mistaken  her  sons.  They  were  together 
inducted  intc  'tflice  on  the  Sahhath  tliat  onr  <ild  church  edifice  was 
burned.  .\i  ImmIv  has  so  jjood  an  o])|)ortumty  ti  i  ktii  nv  the  meuiIxTs  of 
his  church  as  the  pastor;  and  if  he  he  a  kind,  generou.s-hearled  man, 
no  one  can  a])preciate  all  that  is  good  so  highly.  To  him  every  impress 
of  character  nlvnit  hiiu  is  the  du>;t  <if  diauTinds.  Some  men  in  office 
are  alwavs  in  .i  state  <>\  an\iet\-  less  thc\  lie  iivcrlo< iked,  or  have  less 
respect  or  imluence  than  they  think  is  their  due;  hut.  .so  far  as  1  can 
remember,  I  never  saw  any  such  spirit  in  him.  When  called  to  act, 
whether  t>i  <]<>  a  hui'.'ble  deeil  <tr  i^M'eat.  lie  ne\er  impiired  how  he  wottld 
look  whcTi  (I'liui;  it.  lie  never  seemed  t>>  think  <>i  himself,  hence  he  was 
always  natural,  .and  always  like  luni'self.  lie  never  sliouted  in  order  to 
hear  the  echoes  of  his  own  voice.  I  have  seen  him  on  great  occasions, 
when  m.'iny  eye<  were  upon  him.  and  I  ha\  e  seen  him  at  the  head  of  our 
Sunday  <cl;<  ol  year  .after  year.  1  lia\e  seen  him  bringing  in  benches  and 
giving  seat.i  to  the  \>'n>r,  .and  falling  back  into  the  ranks,  and  taking  a 
single  class  in  the  Sunday  school,  and  T  never  saw  any  difference  in  bis 
appearance  or  spirit,  whether  conducting  a  reli^i'ius  meeting,  when  its 
res|5<insibility  was  resfinir  up<in  him.  "r  whether  tnlkitig  along  with  his 
pastor  concerning  his  prnate  e.\i)eriences  or  ho|)es.  He  was  ever  the 
same,  quiet,  lowly.  >et  sincere  man.   You  never  felt  that  he  would  say 
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or  profess  more  than  he  felt,  that  he  would  attempt  to  be  more  than  he 
was,  or  try  to  do  more  than  he  could.  He  (li<l  not  wait  i  'i  L;reat  oc- 
ra^ii^ns  when  he  crmld  do  -^M'eat  tliincT'^  t'er  Iiis  ^^astcr,  <>r  for  a  dark 
niglit.  when  his  lamp,  it  kuRlleci.  would  be  seta  alar  ofY,  but  was  al- 
ways ready  to  act.  1  have  had  him  with  me  on  councils  of  importance, 
and  I  have  had  him  go  with  me  to  the  sinning  and  errins^,  and  I  liave 
never  on  either  sucli  «K  rasi,  ;n  heard  him  say  a  word  or  give  a  look  that 
I  would  have  altered.  His  I  hristian  experience  was  so  wroug^ht  in  him 
that  I  don't  Iwlicve  that  he  ever  had,  till  he  came  to  die,  all  the  consola- 
tions of  hope  that  he  might  have  appropriated.  He  dwelt  higher  up  the 
mount  than  lie  thought,  and  be  wist  not  that  his  face  shone  when  others 
saw  that  it  did. 

"  There  was  iu>  one  aniunj^  us,  perhaps,  who  was  more  interested 
in  foreign  missions,  in  collecting  money  from  our  people,  in  receiving 
it  from  our  churches  in  the  couutrv  to  he  transmitted  t<>  the  board,  in 
attendiiijx  tlie  m<inthly  concerts,  in  circulatini;  intellitjence,  or  inure  warm 
in  sympathy,  or  more  fervent  in  prayer  for  the  conversion  of  the  world; 
and  yet  there  is  no  one,  probably,  whom  the  poor  would  more  deeply 
mourn  or  m«»re  trulv  miss.  His  was  an  eve  that  saw  afar  off.  and  no 
less  clearly  tliat  which  was  near.  He  was  a  model  in  Ix-ncvolcnce.  I 
have  never  known  him  to  turn  away  from  a  call  for  charily,  and  my 
only  fear  on  that  score  had  been  lest  he  should  actually  give  more  than 
he  ought,  or  to  (tliject<  n<  t  .always  the  most  pressing:  and  when  I  speak 
of  his  anu'able  life.  1  do  not  mean  simply  that  he  had  a  countenance  so 
mild  and  so  lovely  that  all  loved  to  look  at  it,  six:ech  so  sweet  that  all 
loved  to  hear  him  speak,  a  smile  so  winning  that  all  loved  to  meet  it, 
.and  a  disposition  so  gentle  that  none  COttld  receive  offence,  but  I  mean 
that  the  natural  traits  of  character  were  so  permeated  by  the  spirit  of 
Christ  that  the  whole  man  was  luade  uncommon. 

"  How  seldom  it  is  that  a  pastor  can  be  associated  intimately  with 
one  standing  in  his  relation,  and  so  long,  and  be  able  to  recall  no  word 
that  was  uukiml.  no  act  tliat  was  disrc^iR-clful.  no  emotion  that  was  un- 
christian, and  no  look  that  was  cold!  ami  yet  there  was  no  want  of 
manly  independence,  and  no  spirit  of  sx  cophancy.  We  sometimes  ad- 
mire the  tree  winch  our  own  hand  had  planted,  as  it  silently  and  slowly 
spreads  u])  niul  slllJMt^  -mt  its  br.anche<.  and  stands  out  a  thing  of 
strength  and  l)eauty.  How  much  more  beautiful  to  see  a  human  soul 
developed  and  enlarged  and  strengthened  till  the  whole  community  can 
tru-t  it,  .and  love  it  while  here,  and  deeply  mourn  it  when  removed. 
Ilis  ua-  the  beautifjil  ])at1i  on  the  bank  .  f  the  River  of  Life,  and  under 
the  shades  of  the  trees  that  grow  therein,  where  he  who  walks  has 
neither  to  seek  nor  shun  office,  neither  to  seek  nor  to  shim  riches,  neither 
to  strive  to  l)e  great  nor  small,  because  there  walks  One  with  him  who 
is  Himself  the  exceedingly  great  reward. 
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"  I  never  l)car<l  liini  intimate  that  tlicrc  wa-^  ati  office  in  the  wmld 
wliicli  lie  C()vete<l,  t)r  gain  thai  he  desired.  He  b^-k  Ills  place  modestly 
at  life's  banquet,  and  asked  nothing'  which  was  not  on  the  bill  of  fore. 
Wlietlier  1  wanted  ln"m  t<>  xi,'^  with  nie  to  ai]  cnitside  neig;hborhoo(l  lueet- 
iniT-  "  1"  -ee  t<i  the  wants  uf  any  |x*<)r  serv  ant,  i  c<»n\  er<;e  with  a  hack- 
sliding  one.  or  do  any  oilier  .self-denying  work,  1  never  knew  him  to  re- 
fuse or  try  to  find  exaises  for  not  doing:  it ;  and  yet,  so  unobtrusive  was 
his  piety.  ->«  i  s\nimetrica!  w  as  his  chameter.  and  so  tjently  he  moved 
ami 'Hi;'  Us.  that  it  was  ti^t  until  we  «?nw  him  actually  taken  froni  ns  that 
we  realized  bow  much  of  w«>rtli  was  remo\  ed.  i  hose  who  have  seen  his 
face  as  he  ministered  at  the  communion  table,  those  who  have  met  him 
w  cekly  at  the  prayer  meetings,  who  have  seen  him  in  his  busiest  hours, 
th'  isc  who  have  l)eeii  in  his  cla,-;!;  in  Sunday  school,  those  who  have  had 
him  Come  to  ihem  in  poverty  or  sickness,  w  ill  now  m»)St  leel  his  lo.ss  and 
miss  his  presence.  I  am  ctMnforted  under  our  heavy  loss  in  the  cheering 
thought  that  such  a  character  i  pctnally  grow  up  a.mong  us  and  reach 
to  9.0  mnch  develo])ment,  and  wiien.  in  the  fulness  of  usefulness  and  of 
strtngth.  it  is  cut  down,  it  can  leave  such  a  mighty  testimony  to  the 
power  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ.  Scarcely  could  anyone  have  lovelier 
views  of  the  depravity  of  tin  1  cart,  feel  a  deeper  need  of  atonement  and 
a  divine  pnvcr  to  renew  the  heart,  or  have  a  more  exalted  reverence  or 
love  for  the  Saviour  of  sinners, 

**  The  summons  came  unexpectedly,  and,  when  the  overtasked  brain 
gave  way  and  the  intellect  was  sh  ittt  rr  1.  it  was  beautiful  to  see  the 
weary  spirit  dwelling  <>n  the  great  realitx-  >  f  eternity,  struggling  to  see 
light  through  the  chinks  which  the  disease  was  making  in  tliat  poor 
house  of  clay,  and  bringing  out  of  the  midnight  of  the  soul.  God  is  lovel 
Q^l  is  lovel  I  have  buried  many  strong,  useful  men — I  ha\c  had 
.\arons  and  TTurs  taken  from  me — but  T  have  seldom  more  rleeplv  felt 
my  i)crsi>nal  loss  than  in  burying  this  man.  But  on  the  Sabbatli  mom, 
just  after  we  had  commenced  service,  the  angel  came,  and  took  him 
away  so  gently  that  his  footsteps  were  never  heard,  and  his  redeemed 
spirit  went  u]>  to  the  everlasting  Sabbath  of  heaven.  So  lived  and  so 
die<l  the  Model  Deacon,  Iletiry  i\.  Davis." 


LEMUEL  G.\RDMiK  LLOYD. 

Lemuel  Gardner  Lloyd,  whose  entire  business  life  was  spent  in 
Pittsfield,  was  horn  in  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  in  the  latter  part  of 
Scptemt)er,  ]8i6.  He  was  one  of  fourteen  children  of  William  Lloyd, 
many  of  whom  were  prominent  in  business  and  social  circles  in  Spring- 
field.   His  paternal  grand falh.er  came  from  Europe. 
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Mr.  Lloyd  resided  in  Springfield  until  fifteen  vcars  f>t  age,  and  then 
came  to  Pittsfield  to  learn  his  trade  with  an  unde,  a  Mr.  Gardiner. 
After  serving  an  apprenticeship  of  six  years,  during  which  time  he 
learned  every  detail  of  cabinetmaking  and  became  a  highly  skilled  work- 
man, he  Avent  into  hnsiness  for  himself  at  Belchertown.  He  would 
donhtlcss  lia\c  C' >n!inn(.-<l  'here.  hiU  ilit-  liuilditig  <>f  the  railway  destn lye*^! 
his  trade  and  he  lelt  dhhgol  to  close  out.  Ketiuiiing  to  I'ittstleld.  he 
became  a  salesman  for  Mr.  Clocxlrich;  and  after  the  death  of  his  em- 
ployer he  established  a  business  of  his  own  in  North  street,  carrying  a 
furniture  stock,  and  in  connection  with  that  doing  the  work  of  an  un- 
dertaker. For  this  last  somewhat  difficult  avocation  he  was  remark- 
ably well  fitted  by  nature,  having  tact,  sympathy  and  a  kind  heart,  and 
for  filtccii  years  he  was  the  leading  undertaker  here,  lieing  called  on 
service  by  many  of  the  old  families.  He  was  a  man  of  iniquestidned  in- 
tegrity, and  one  of  his  contemporaries  said  of  him  that  lie  had  so  full 
confidence  in  Mr.  Lloyd  that  any  bill  presented  by  him  was  paid  un- 
hestitatingly  and  without  undergoing  inspection  to  see  if  it  were  correct. 
He  was  a  friend  of  the  poor,  and  a  liberal  giver  to  every  worthy  cause. 
Mticli  of  his  gi\int.;  was  done  iti  secret,  and  not  luitil  after  his  death 
was  it  fully  evident  ht)w  unusually  generous  he  was.  Then  the  gnititutle 
of  many  whom  he  had  heliied  found  expression,  and  during  all  the  thirty 
years  since  fresh  proofs  of  his  great  heart  have  been  coming  to  light 
He  was  highly  prosperous  in  his  business  affairs,  and  could  succeed 
where  others  failed.  This  was  shown  by  his  buying  up,  and  either  carry- 
ing on  himself  or  disposing  of  advantageously  business  enterprises  which 
had  heen  a  coinjjletc  lo>s  to  other  men.  Persons  who  came  to  Pittsfield 
from  nther  jilaces.  hoping  hy  superior  inducements  to  win  for  them- 
selves the  business  that  had  lieen  gpven  to  Mr.  Uoyd,  were  not  long  in 
finding  that  his  hold  on  the  confidence  of  the  public  was  unshaken  and 
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that  all  aiit  inpt':  (<i  supplant  him  \v<niUl  be  iinavailinjj.  Despite  his 
genemsity.  he  did  not  impoverish  himself,  but  seemed  to  verify  anew  the 
Scriptural  saying:.  "  Gh'e  and  it  shall  be  pven  tmto  you."  Duriniif  the 
trying  times  of  tfie  Civil  war  his  kindness  of  heart  was  manifested  on 
many  occasions.  Widowed  women  who  came  to  him  with  slender 
pockct-hnoks,  with  a  hrnvc  cfTnrt  to  yviv  tlicir  debts,  and  to  keep  e\en 
with  the  w'irM  ifter  the  havoc  that  death  had  wmiitjlit  in  their  homes, 
were  kindly  but  firmly  told  to  keep  the  monev  until  better  times  should 
come  and  it  could  he  more  easily  spared.  No  one  who  required  it  was 
obliged  to  go  without  the  services  of  an  undertaker  for  want  of  means 
to  defray  the  expenses.  Mr.  Lloyd  seemed  to  feel  that  his  own  success 
in  life  was  only  an  added  reason  why  he  sbould  help  cany  the  burdens 
of  others.    Tt  i'^  iii  •  w  oti'l^r  (hat  he  had  many  frietid'?. 

By  Mr.  Lloyd's  first  inarriaj^fc  he  had  one  daughter,  Mary,  who  is 
now  the  widow  of  the  Rev.  George  C.  Thomas,  a  clergyman  of  the 
Methodist  church,  and  resides  in  Kansas  City.  He  married,  on  Janu- 
ary 29,  1851.  for  his  second  wife.  Maria  Terrett.  who  was  bom  in  Con- 
necticitt.  the  daughter  of  George  W.  and  Prudence  fDenntson)  Ter- 
rett. TTer  ijrand father.  WttHam  Terrett.  was  n  '^eaf'arinq'  tiiaii  in 
hi.s  early  years  nf  aoti\ity.  lived  in  Stotiitip'ton.  O Minecticut.  and  was 
there  at  the  time  the  British  came  on  the  point.  He  had  seven  sons,  all 
bom  in  Stonington.  and.  fearing  lest  they  should  desire  to  follow  the 
sea.  he  came  inland  to  West  Granville.  Hampden  cotmty.  Massachu- 
setts, and  bought  a  farm.  This  farm  reverted  to  Mrs.  Lloyd's  father, 
and  after  her  hirth  he  returned  to  it.  as  (he  climate  of  Connecticut  did 
not  agree  with  his  wife.  Tt  is  now  in  the  fx^scssion  of  Mrs.  Lloyd's 
brother,  and  is  prized  by  all  the  familv.  Mrs.  Lloyd  is  one  of  ten  chil- 
dren, nine  of  whom  grew  to  maturity.  Six  of  the  nine  were  daughters, 
and  five  of  these  are  living  and  in  good  health  at  the  present  time.  The 
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motlicr  died  suddeiil)  ;it  ilic  age  ft  ciglUy-foiir,  and  the  father  in  oU]  age 
fell  downstairs  and  died  ahiv>>t  painlessly  from  concussion  of  the  brain. 

Mrs.  Lloyd  taught  school  for  some  time  previous  to  her  marriage. 
She  has  been  the  mother  of  three  children,  namdy:  Lemuel  G.»  Jr.; 
Sarah  L.,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  Girrie  Wdls»  who  died  in  1882,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-seven.  The  son,  Lemuel,  who  resided  in  Pittsfield, 
ihed  in  Ilis  wife  dud  when  tlieir  son  Lemuel  (.iar<huM-.  third,  was 

a  babe  «if  nine  months,  and  Mrs.  Lloyd  was  always  a  mutlier  to  tlic  lx>y. 

Mr.  Lloyd  built  his  first  house  on  Linden  street,  where  Mr.  Hop^ 
kins  now  lives.  A  few  years  later  he  built  the  fine  residence  at  lihe  comer 
of  North  and  Bradford  streets,  which  has  since  been  the  family  home. 
Prior  to  his  marriage  in  1851,  he  was  connected  with  the  First  Church; 
Init  after  that  event  he  transferred  his  memheiship  t<»  the  Methodist 
church.  <»f  which  Mrs.  Lloyd  was  a  memher.  and  from  tliat  time  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  on  September  29,  1866,  he  was  an  active  sup* 
porter  in  all  affairs  of  the  church.  His  business  was  such  that  he  could 
not  always  be  present  at  the  services;  but,  whenever  possible,  he  was  in 
his  place,  and  at  all  times  his  influence  and  example  were  in  direct 
accord  w  ith  his  proles-iion. 


GLUKGE  LDW  ARD  HAYNES. 

Notwithstanding  the  brief  period  of  his  residence  and  professional 
service  in  Berkshire  county,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  has  attained  an 

en\iable  rei)utation  for  ability  and  trustworthiness  as  an  architect. 
George  Edward  llaynes  was  \xm\  in  South  Boston,  Massaclmsetts, 
August  27,  1H75,  son  of  the  late  Francis  \V.  and  Ellen  E.  (Mdesj 
Uaynes,  botli  natives  of  Boston,  and  of  Irish  ancestry.  The  late  Fran- 
cis W.  Haynes  was  a  well-known  and  professionally  well-endowed 
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scenic  artist,  connectet!  for  a  mimher  of  years  with  the  Boston  theatre, 

ami  tlurinj;  ihc  later  years  <if  Iiis  life  enija^^ed  in  furniture  decorative 
work.    He  died  in  lyoi ;  his  widow  continues  tn  rcsi<ie  in  Boston. 

George  £.  Uaynes  attended  the  public  sdiools  of  Boston  and  Chel- 
sea, and  long-  before  reaching  man's  estate  had  found  in  the  study  of 
architecture  an  especial  charm.  Determining  upon  the  adojkion  of  the 
profession  of  architect  as  his  life  work,  he  was  fortunate  in  securing 
association  with  T.  Kdward  Sheehan,  of  Hoston.  one  t>f  the  hest-known 
and  tnost  successful  of  the  ynunper  architects  of  Massaclni-etiN.  whose 
work  was  largely  in  the  hest  of  the  newly-developed  residential  sec- 
tions of  Boston,  Brookline  and  Roxbury,  and  in  general  church  work 
throughout  New  England.  During  the  last  five  years  of  Mr.  Haynes' 
employment  by  Mr.  Shedian  he  was  head  diaughtsman  in  the  hitter's 
office.  Among  the  notable  edifices  in  the  buildinq^  of  which  Mr.  Haynes 
was  thus  actively  coiinecte<l  was  the  Italian  Ivoman  Catholic  C^athedral 
in  the  north  end  of  lioston,  which  is  patterned  in  its  domal  construc- 
tion after  St.  Peter's,  Rome,  and  is  generally  recognized  by  architects 
and  laymen  alike  as  a  pronounced  triumph  of  the  builder's  art.  Mr. 
Haynes  was  also  employed  in  an  engineering  cecity  by  J.  H.  Proctor, 
in  the  latter*s  coal  handling  projects,  involving  the  buildinja^  of  plants 
of  novel  constniction.  et|uipped  with  newly  de\ised  ajjplianccs.  which 
in  conihination  >ol\ed  the  prohleni  of  necessary  expedition  in  meeting 
the  demands  o£  this  trade.  Such  instant  anrl  con^icuous  success  was 
attendant  upon  this  enterprise  as  to  challenge  the  attention  of  English 
capitalists,  and  Mr.  Jerry  Campbell,  late  of  the  Metropolitan  Coal 
Company,  is  now  engaged  in  superintending  similar  constructions 
throug-hout  Great  Britain.  In  September,  1901.  the  services  of  Mr. 
Haynes  were  secured  hy  the  Stanley  (."oni])any.  Dalton,  for  the  imme- 
diate purpose  of  the  completion  by  him  of  that  company's  plant  at 
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Momingside,  and  as  its  regularly-employed  architect  and  civil  engineer. 
He  therefore  removed  to  Pittsfield.  which  he  has  constituted  his  place 
i>f  ])criiiaiK-iit  resideiuo.  Ihe  Moriiin^side  btiildings  of  the  Stanley 
Company  having  htcii  completed,  his  luither  engagement  therewith 
does  not  conflict  with  his  acceptance  of  such  architectural  work  as  may 
come  to  him,  and  he  has  already  designed  and  superintended  the  build- 
ing of  a  number  of  residences  in  Dalton  and  Pittsfield,  including  the 
well-known  Frederick  block  in  the  latter  city.  His  succvss  in  securing 
the  .S'lO.noo  Orchard  street  scht'iil  htiilchng  is  a  snfVu  ieiit  r.  iinnieinan- 
on  his  ahihty  to  ctmiiHte  with  liis  lt)cal  colleagues  of  the  prolessinn.  a 
number  of  whom  submitted  plans  fur  tlie  proposed  structure.  Mr. 
Haynes  was  married  October  6,  1901,  to  Mary  Gertrude,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Hurley)  Cahill,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haynes  have  one  child,  Gertrude.  The  family  reside  on 
North  street,  and  arc  members  of  St.  Joseph's  church. 


NATH.VN  G.\LLUP  BROWN. 

Among  tlie  progressive  and  aggressive  business  men  of  Pittsfidd  of 
the  middle  decades  of  the  nineteenth  century,  the  gentleman  whose  name 
introduces  these  memoirs  made  a  most  valuable  impress.   His  coming 

to  Pittstk-ld  was  contemporaneous  with  and  the  direct  outgrowth  of  that 
most  inii^^jrtant  era  in  the  de\  cl' i])nu-iit  of  wealern  Massachusetts,  viz., 
the  building  of  the  **  \\  estern  Railroad." 

Nathan  G.  Brown  was  bom  at  Preston  City,  Connecticut,  January 
27,  181 8,  and  when  twenty  years  of  age  came  to  the  county  seat  of 
Berkshire  county,  and  in  conjunction  with  Dwight  Stetson,  railroad  con- 
tractor,  established  a  store  in  the  old  Callender  block  (still  standing  on 
North  street )  for  the  sale  of  goods  of  various  kinds  required  by  the 
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building  of  the  railroad  nametl.  which  was  then  in  course  of  construction 
through  Berkshire  county.    Business  integrity,  business  sagacity  and 
industry  were  the  charncteristics  of  Xathan  (lalhip  Brown  tlirousjhout 
his  life,  anrl  these  estininMe  and  valiiahle  trait<  were  never  nmrc  in  evi- 
dence than  at  the  inception  uf  his  business  career.    'Hie  railroad  supply 
store  was  a  signally  successful  Inisiness  venture,  and  the  considerable 
profit  yielded  to  him  therefrom  was  judiciously  invested  in  Pittsfield 
real  estate.    Among  other  properties  he  purchased  the  £dgar  Willis 
Hotel,  at  the  foot  of  East  street,  and  conducted  that  old-time  hostelry 
fur  a  nnnilier  of  years,  ultimately  transforniinjj;  it  into  a  hlock  of  tene- 
ments, one  (>t  whicli  he  continued  to  occupy  as  his  place  of  residence 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.   Mr.  Brown's  investments  in  and 
about  Pittsfield  were  not  confined  to  his  real  estate  operations.   He  was 
active  as  well  in  the  development  of  the  manufacturing  resources  of  the 
vicinity.    He  houjjht  the  twine  factory  at  Curtisville  and  operated  that 
jilant  ioj>ccuniary  aiKantai^e  for  some  years.    Durin.ij  the  Vios  he  con- 
ducted a  l«ilnioral  skirt  manufacturing'  establishniciU  on  Beaver  street, 
in  the  building  formerly  used  as  a  twiue  factory,  and  this  business 
proved  one  of  the  most  successful  with  which  he  was  ever  identified. 
He  was  one  of  the  founders  and  first  president  of  the  Kellogg  Steam 
Power  Company  of  Pittsfield  and  for  many  years  a  director  of  the  Berk- 
shire Mntual  Fire  Insurance  Company.    As  a  member  of  the  committee 
on  finance  of  this  company  Mr.  FSrown  was  instrumental  in  makin.sj  many 
of  the  investments  which  are  still  the  best  holdings  of  this  verj'  sub- 
stantial local  institution. 

\Vhile  in  no  sense  a  politician,  his  public  spiritedness  led  to  his 
acceptance  of  numerous  offices.  He  represented  the  town  of  Pittsfield  in 
the  state  leg-islature.  1862:  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  a 
iiunilx;r  <»1  years;  tilled  the  oUice  of  water  coniniis>ioner  of  l'itt>tield 
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from  1866  to  1872;  acted  as  special  sheriff  in  1880.  and  sen'ed  as  lieu- 
tenant in  the  state  militia.  He  was  frequently  selected  to  act  upon  im- 
portent  committees.   That  he  measured  up  to  the  full  responsibility  of 

every  public  and  private  tnist  is  the  trilmtc  paid  to  the  mcmor)'  of  Nathan 
Gallup  Brown  by  all  of  those  who  knew  him  best. 

He  married,  in  1840,  Sarah  Ann,  daughter  of  the  late  John  Brown, 
who,  like  his  cousin  and  namesake,  John  Brown,  of  Ossawatomie.  was 
notable  for  stalwartness  in  his  advocacy  of  freedom  for  slaves.  Nathan 
G.  Brown  died  October  23,  1884.  His  wife,  who  was  bom  February 
22,  1823.  died  Aii^*iist  27.  i8<)o.  Tliey  liad  ceven  cliildren.  of  whom 
three  survive.  Of  the  remainder,  three  died  in  childhood,  and  one  daugh- 
ter, Lizzie,  in  1863,  aged  twenty-one  years.  The  surviving  children  are: 
Maria  Agnes»  who  married  Orson  P.  Green,  carriage  dealer  of  New 
York  City;  Charles  H.  Brown,  of  Pittsfield ;  and  Jessie  L.,  now  the  wife 
of  a  Mr.  Jeffreys,  of  Chicago,  Illinois. 

Charles  H.  Brown  was  born  in  the  house  in  which  he  still  resides, 
at  the  foot  of  Rast  street.  I'ittsflelfl.  November  18.  1854.  He  married 
Laura  Frances,  dauj^iiter  of  P'eter  and  I^aura  Princ  (  licrrian)  Gibson, 
late  of  New  York  City,  where  Mr.  Gibson  was  a  leading  contractor, 
junior  member  of  the  well-known  firm  of  Hennessey  &  Gibson.  Mrs. 
Charles  H.  Brown  died  April  20,  1904.  leaving  two  children — ^Harold 
G.  Brown,  graduate  of  Williams  Colleg^e.  class  of  1905;  and  Edna  L. 
Brown,  graduate  of  Pittsfield  high  school,  class  of  1903. 


SAMUEL  GARDNER  FULLER. 

Samuel  Gardner  Fuller,  sexton  of  the  Congregaticmal  churdi  and 
cemetery  at  Dalton,  is  a  representative  of  the  Fuller  family  of  English 
origin  that  was  established  in  America  about  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth 
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century.  The  early  representatives  of  the  name  were  sea  captains,  and 
VVilliam  Fuller,  ^ndfather  of  Samuel  W.  Fuller,  was  master  of  a 

vessel  eii^Ti^ed  in  trade  w  ith  tiic  W  est  Indies  .'mkI  sailing  from  the  ports 
of  Salem  and  Ruston.  He  liail  several  cliildreii.  inc  ludinj^  Siieiicer  l''ull- 
er,  who  settled  at  Whitingham,  Vermont,  and  aitcnvard  li\cd  in  various 
places  in  Windom  county,  that  state.  In  his  early  years  he  learned  the 
shoemaker's  trade,  which  he  fo]lo>ved  for  a  long  period.  He  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  shoes,  but  during  the  last  years  of  his  life  devoted  his 
attention  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  married  Maria  Fleming,  of 
Hinsdale,  Xew  Hampshire,  and  ihey  had  eiiihl  children:  KImira.  horn 
iu  1837,  died  at  the  at;e  <i\  three  yciiis:  Samuel  G.,  lx)rn  in  Halifax, 
Vermont,  May  24,  1840;  Hiram  W.,  born  February  8,  1842,  now  lives 
in  Halifax,  Vermont;  Harvey  A.,  bom  March  10,  1844,  is  a  resident 
of  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts;  Jerua,  bom  in  1846,  is  the  wife  of  John 
F.  Gallup,  of  Dover,  Vermont;  Jerosha,  bom  in  1849,  is  the  wife  of 
(jordon  Cutler,  of  rainier,  Vermont;  Evelyn,  bom  in  1853,  is  the  widow 
of  Addison  I'ams.  her  Imme  l)eing  in  Halifax,  \'ermont;  and  Willard, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years. 

Samuel  Gardner  Fuller,  of  this  review,  was  born  May  24,  1^40, 
in  Halifax,  Vermont,  and  in  his  early  boyhood  attended  the  district 
schools.  He  assisted  his  father  in  the  manufacture  of  shoes,  and  at 
the  age  of  nineteen  years  started  out  upon  an  independent  business 
career.  He  was  etnployed  at  various  places  until  the  ouihreak  f)f  the 
Civil  war,  when  he  eidisted  lor  nitie  months'  >ervice  as  a  meml)er  of 
Company  F,  Sixteenth  Vemiont  Regiment,  at  Searsbury,  Vermont,  in 
1862.  When  his  first  term  of  service  had  expired  he  immediately  re- 
enlisted  in  June,  1863,  and  became  a  member  of  Company  E,  Sixth  Ver- 
mont Volunteer  Infantry,  serving  with  that  command  until  the  dose  of 
the  war.   He  was  in  the  army  for  almost  three  years  and  gives  some 
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very  graphic  descriptions  of  some  of  the  battles  in  which  he  partiapated. 
including  the  engagements  at  Gettysburg,  the  Wilderness,  Cold  Har- 
bor. Slaughters  Pen.  Petersbui^.  Wetdon  Railroad,  again  at  Pctefsburg 

and  in  the  siege  of  Riclini<»nd.  lie  was  nvwr  taken  prisoner  and  vr^ft 
only  slightly  wounded  on  three  occasion^.  Tie  was  one  of  fifty  men 
who  volunteered  for  skirmish  duty  at  the  battle  of  W'eldnn  Railroad,  and 
was  the  only  one  of  them  to  return  alive.  Following  the  close  of  the 
'  war  Mr.  Fuller  returned  to  his  native  state,  and  two  years  later  was 
married  on  the  2d  of  April,  1867,  to  Miss  Anna  P.  Crosier,  of  Sears- 
bury,  Vermont,  the  wedding  taking  j^ace  in  Colerain,  Massachusetts. 
He  afterward  lived  in  Halifax.  Vermont,  for  a  short  time,  thence  re- 
moved to  W'iliniiis^toti  and  afterward  oanie  t<i  IXilton.  Here  he  drove 
the  mail  wagon  an«l  ecindnctrd  an  expri  -^s  Imsine-^^  for  alwiut  five  years, 
while  his  wife  eondncted  the  Crane  Comi>an}'  Ixjarding  honse  in  Dalton. 
Two  children  have  been  tlie  issue  of  this  union:  Minnie  Julia*  bom  at 
Reedsboro,  Vermont,  April  21,  1870;  and  Samuel  Scott,  bom  in  Sears- 
bury,  Vermont,  October  22,  1873.  He  died  in  Dalton,  July  15,  1887. 
and  his  loss  was  deeply  mourned  by  his  parents  and  many  friends.  In 
his  later  years  Mr.  Fuller  has  been  sexton  of  the  Congregational  church 
and  cemeter\',  and  his  wife  and  daughter  are  employed  in  the  \k\\)ct  mills 
of  the  Crane  Company.  All  are  nieinhers  of  the  C  ongregational  church 
and  t.ike  an  active  part  in  its  work.  Mr.  l-uiler  is  a  stanch  Republican 
in  politics.  He  and  his  family  occupy  a  handsome  home  in  the. town 
of  Dalton.   

SIDXI-.V  MARCKI.T.CS  TORREY. 
Sidney  Marcellus  Torrey,  who  having  retired  from  agricultural 
pursuits  makes  his  home  in  Dalton.  represents  a  long  line  of  sturdy  an- 
cestors.  The  first  of  the  name  coming  to  this  country  frwn  Wales 
settled  in  the  eastern  part  of  Massachusetts,  and  now  the  descendants 
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are  found  in  man>  jiarts  of  the  United  States.    Sidney  M.  Torrey  traces 

hi*  aticc>;tn-  in  direct  line  back  to  Luther  Torrey,  who  removed  from 
eastern  .Ma>s;ichnHctts  to  C"iininiint,'ton,  where  he  marrii-d  Dorothy 
Circen,  who  helonj^i-d  to  .-ne  of  the  old  families  of  C'onneclicut.  'Hiey 
had  a  number  of  children,  including  Seth  G.  Torrey,  who  married  a 
Miss  Leonard,  of  Worthington,  and  resided  for  many  years  in  Windsor. 

Hiram  P.  Torrey,  father  of  Sidney  M.  Torrey,  married  Betsey 
Whitman,  also  belonging-  to  one  of  the  old  New  England  families  and 
a  relative  "f  the  renowned  Marcus  \\  liitman.  As  early  as  iSo;  linaiii 
Torrey  reni«  \ed  with  his  fatlier  fn im  Cmnminiftnii  to  a  farm  in  W  iiid- 
sor,  Massaciiusetts.  He  had  l)ut  one  sister,  Hannah  .\hnira,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  Noah  Ford,  of  Windsor.  The  children  born  to  Hiram 
and  Betsey  (Whitman)  Torrey  were:  Rodney  W.,  whose  birth  oc- 
curred September  30,  1836,  and  who  is  now  living  on  the  farm  in  Wind- 
sor: Sidney  M.,  bom  May  jH.  1839:  Sarah  A.,  bom  August  28.  1843, 
Ii\es  in  W'iniUor:  and  Ca^sius.  1m n  n  November  7,  1H45,  in  \\  ind>;ur.  and 
during  his  y.  >t:th  worked  at  farm  l;il>or  on  the  old  homstead,  attending 
school  for  only  a  brief  period  through  the  winter  months  as  opportunity 
afforded.  His  father  also  owne<l  a  sawmill  in  connection  with  the 
farm,  and  for  some  time  this  was  operated  by  Sidney  M.  Torrey  and 
his  brother,  who  formed  a  partnership  under  the  firm  style  of  Torrey 
P)rothers.  They  conducted  the  enterprise  lor  a  numl)er  of  years  after 
the  death  <tf  their  father,  in  i-*^;.^  Mr.  Torre}  sold  his  farm  in  \\  ind- 
sor  and  removed  to  Ualtun  in  ortler  to  provide  his  daughters  with  I)etter 
educational  privileges,  and  is  now  a  well  known  and  respected  resident 
of  that  place.  Mr.  Torrey  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  views.  The 
family  are  members  of  the  Congregational  church,  and  his  wife  is  a 
most  eamest  worker  in  the  cause  of  temperance.  In  1874  Sidney  M. 
Torrey  married  Llarissi  .M.  llaihaway,  a  daujjhter  of    Wilson  and 
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Eunice  (Pierce)  Hathaway,  and  a  descendant  of  John  Uatliaway,  who 
settled  in  Taunton,  Massachusetts,  while  later  representatives  of  the 
name  removed  to  Peru  and  to  Windsor.  Mrs.  Eunice  Pierce  Hathaway, 
now  in  her  ninety-eighth  year,  makes  her  home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs. 

Tnntv,  in  Dahiiii,  and  is  niie  nf  tlie  few  \vid<»\vs  who  arc  |icn^i'  ikts  of 
ihc  war  of  iSj_>.  l-"oiir  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Torrey: 
Homer  Newton,  April  i8.  1875,  infancy;  .\rthur  Rodney,  May 

30,  1879,  died  October  22,  1879;  Bessie  Adeline,  September  27,  1885, 
is  a  student  at  Mount  Holyoke  College;  Bertha  Adelaide,  February  17, 
1887,  >s  home. 

OTIS  RICHMOND  BARKER. 

Otis  K.  Barker,  liorn  in  Moriah.  I'.ssex  county.  New  York,  July  13, 
181 1,  was  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known  citizens  of  Pittsiield,  Massa- 
chusetts being  hale,  hearty  and  very  active,  up  to  his  ninety-fourth  year. 
He  is  a  son  of  Gardner  T.  and  Harriet  (Lyon)  Barker. 

Gardner  T.  Barker  (father)  was  horn  at  Cheshire,  Massachusetts, 
January  27.  1779.  In  early  h'fc  he  learned  llie  trade  of  shoemaker. 
The  res])ect  in  which  he  \vai>  held  by  his  fellow  citizens  is  evidenced  by 
the  fact  that  he  served  as  trial  justice  and  supervisor  in  the  town  of 
Moriah,  Essex  county.  New  York,  for  many  years,  and  served  as  an 
officer  in  its  military  company  at  the  battle  of  Plattsburg.  He  married 
Harriet  Lyon,  who  was  bom  in  Warrensbush,  New  York,  in  1790^ 
daughter  of  Dr.  John  Lyon,  a  physician  at  Cheshire.  Massachusetts,  dur- 
ini^'  the  period  of  years  ;hat  elapsed  between  178<.)  and  1795.  Their 
children  were:  Jt  lin  \  .  I  ■  rn  1807;  Charles  T.,  1809:  Otis  R..  j8u; 
Gardner  T.,  Jr.,  1814;  Isaac  L.,  1816;  Mary  A.,  1818;  Isaac  L.,  1820; 
Luther  H.,  1822;  Harriet  L.,  1825;  Betsey,  1827;  George  W.,  1830; 
and  Benjamin  F.,  1838.   All  these  children  but  John  V.  and  Charies 


Digitized  by  Google 


BERKSHIRE  COUNTY 


509 


T.  were  Ixtrn  in  Mnriali.  Xcw  York,  while  tlic  pamits  made  their  home 
there.  John  V.  and  Charles  T.  were  born  in  Cheshire.  After  the  death 
of  his  wife  Mr.  Barker  moved  from  Moriah,  New  York,  and  lived  in  the 
families  of  his  sons  in  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  until  his  death  in  April. 
1873,  aged  ninety-four  year*. 

Otis  R.  Barker  ncrpiired  n  limited  education  in  tlie  mixed  schools 
which  e.xi'^ted  in  th.it  early  day.  and  dnri;iLr  his  lw>yhorMl  and  ynnnt';' 
manhfvid  devoted  his  attention  to  fam.iny^.  Tn  iS^^^  he  ennie  fn  iii  his 
home  in  New  York  state  to  Kve  with  his  brother,  John  V.  Barker,  in 
West  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  and  the  following  year  became  a  part- 
ner with  him  in  business.  John  V.  Barker  learned  the  business  of  wool 
carding"  and  cloth  dressin^r,  and  in  1830  came  to  Pittsfield,  Massachu- 
setts, where  he  f'anid  emiilovment  with  Messrs.  Steams  in  their  mill 
at  West  IMtt-^field.    Tn  John  V.  and  his  lirother  (  harks  T.  Ruined 

a  partnership  under  the  firm  name  of  J.  &  C.  Barker,  at  this  time  taking 
the  Daniel  Steams  mill,  built  in  181 1.  with  a  view  of  opening  it  up  to 
manufacture  in.  In  1834  Otis  R.  was  taken  into  the  fimi  and  it  was 
then  known  as  J.  Barker  8r  Brothers.  The  mill  was  almost  an  instant 
success,  and  it  was  enlarped  and  rebiu'lt  from  time  to  time  as  their  capital 
allowed,  until  it  wa-;  '^omc  1  iie  hundred  and  eiijhty  feet  lon^.  three 
Stories  hi'^li.  with  a  thirlv  iVjot  wing  of  the  same  height.  A  new  mill 
was  built  by  tliis  enterprising  lirm,  and  it  \v?ls  thoroughly  equipped  for 
the  manufacture  of  union  and  all  wool  cassimeres.  both  broad  and  nar- 
row. In  1865  Messrs.  Barker  purcha.sed  the  entire  lower  property  of 
D.  and  H.  Steams,  consisting  of  seventy  acres  of  land,  two  stone  fac- 
tories, a  wooden  weave  shop  and  wool  h^mse  and  a  ntimher  of  dwellins^s. 
Tl)e  I um  eontiniud  fi  t  nmre  than  fit'tA-  years  tn  lie  a  wv  M  snceessful 
anfl  souikI  financial  estahlishment,  hut  atter  the  death  of  Charles  T. 
Barker,  which  occurred  in  1884,  and  owing  to  the  depression  of  busi- 
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ness  in  the  country  and  the  great  competition  in  trade  the  mills  lost 

money.  After  ilic  iLiimnciit  nf  the  brother-  from  actue  ltii>iiicss.  Otis 
K.  Barker  «ie\ole(l  liis  lime  and  attention  to  l.iokmg  alter  an<l  taking 
care  t)i  Ins  iioine.  lie  was  a  member  ot  the  Congregational  dmrtli  ut 
PittsAeld,  Massachusetts,  and  even  at  his  advanced  age  always  attended 
Sabbath  service.  He  was  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  represented  his 
district  in  the  state  l^islature.  September  20,  1836,  Mr.  Barker  mar- 
ried Electa  Trace)-,  lK>m  in  West  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  in  18 18,  but 
no  clultlreii  were  Ixirn  to  tliem.  Having  a  threat  lo\e  tor  clulilren  ihey 
took  care  o£  seven,  one  of  wliom,  Harriet  M.  Barker  was  then  only 
twenty-two  mouths  old.  Mrs.  Barker  died  March  16,  1902.  Otis  R. 
Barker  was  instantly  killed  October  18, 1904. 


EDGAR  HUES  PEIRCE. 

Edgar  Hue^  Teirce.  of  Dalion,  Herk>hire  couniy,  Massaclui>clt.s, 
is  a  direct  descendant  oi  old  riym<aith  colony  biL>ck.  His  ancestor  was 
Shadrack  Peirce,  who  married  Anna  Bridges,  am!  .iliout  1760  moved 
from  Middleford  to  Spetice,  Massacliusetts.  Their  oldest  son,  Eber, 
born  in  1770,  is  the  direct  ancestor  of  Mr.  Peirce's  wife,  Jennie  Peirce; 
while  the  third  child  of  the  same  Shadrack,  who  was  John,  bom  in 
1774,  is  the  direct  ancestor  of  Mr.  Peirce. 

Shadrack  Peirce  was  a  man  uf  great  learning,  and  was  a  minister 
of  tilt  gospel.  Many  of  his  descendants  are  now  distributetl  all  ilii\>uyh 
the  towns  of  the  south  shore  and  southeastern  Massachusetts.  Mr. 
Peirce's  ancestors  retained  the  name  of  John  tlirough  a  number  of 
generations,  and  it  was  through  his  great-grandfather,  John  Peirce, 
who  married  Bathsheba  Bridges,  that  the  family  became  pioneers  of 
Berkshire  county,  settling  in  the  town  of  Windsor.    Jolm  and  Bath- 
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sheba  also  had  a  son  John,  who  was  Ijorn  in  Windsor,  and  married 
Anna  Ilulbn'ok.  ui  I'tru.  It  was  from  ihi>  union  lhat  Almond  T. 
l»circe,  the  father  of  Edgar  11.  I'eircc,  was  Ixirn. 

Almond  T.  Peirce  was  L)orn  in  Windsor,  in  1814,  and  by  his  mar- 
riage with  Betsey  B.  Tower  united  two  of  the  best  and  most  highly 
respected  families  in  this  vicinity.  Of  this  union  the  following  chil- 
dren were  born  in  Wimlsor.  They  were  all  born  and  reared  upon  a 
farm,  and  all  worked  with  a  will  to  make  it  ilie  jirosperoii^  mic  which 
it  turned  (juI  to  be:  Marion,  born  ii>^7 ',  married  W'atv  n  Diniock, 
who  lived  in  Huntington.  They  have  no  children.  Orlando  \\ born 
1839:  married  Martha  B.  Peirce,  of  Peru.  Th^  reside  in  Jackson, 
Michigan.  Eugene  W.,  bom  1841;  he  died  while  a  soldier  in  the 
Civil  war,  at  New  Orleans,  in  1863.  Lucretia  T.,  bom  1843;  married 
Emerson  Bicknell.  of  Windsor.  They  make  their  home  and  have  a 
large  iamii\  in  C  uinniinginii.  .'^arah  I..  iHirn  1845,  deceaseil.  Orison 
A.,  h)rn  1847:  married  limnia  DeWoli;  they  reside  in  Jackson,  Micli- 
igan.  Edgar  Hues,  born  1850,  of  whom  further  hereinafter.  Koscoe  - 
W.,  bora  1858:  he  makes  his  home  in  Port  Huron,  Michigan.  Almond 
T.  and  Betsey  (Tower)  Peirce  celebrated  their  sixty-seventh  wedding 
anniversary  just  before  Mrs.  Peirce's  death,  which  occurred  in  1904. 
Mr.  Peirce  lives  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Watson  Dimock,  at  Hunting- 
ton, Massacl!ii>elt>.  and  is  in  his  niiicl\  >eci  ii<l  year. 

Edgar  Hues  I'eirce,  next  to  the  youngest  child  of  Almond  T. 
and  Betsey  (Tower)  Peirce,  was  born  November  20,  1850,  and  as  his 
father  was  one  of  tlie  ambitious  and  untiring  farmer  settlers  who  laid 
the  foundations  for  a  sturdy  race  of  good  soil  tillers  and  honorable 
citizens,  Edgar,  after  completing  a  few  years  in  the  district  schools  of 
his  iial!\c  b>\\n  !>f  W  indsor,  and  a  term  at  the  academ\  in  the  tieigh- 
lx)ring  town  of  Hinsdale,  turned  in  and  aided  iiis  lather  lor  a  lew 
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years  in  farming.   When  less  than  twenty-one  years  of  ag«,  on  April 

14.  1871.  he  niarricfl  Jennie  E.  T'eirce.  tlie  (l:mi4;liter  <if  Rcubtn  and 
Dilly  l-'ord  IViice.  uf  I'.ast  W  indsor.  Mr>.  Pcircc  is  tlie  direct  descend- 
ant in  the  ninth  generation  of  John  and  I'riscilla  Aldcn,  through  the 
Ford  family.  Her  mother's  father  was  Benjamin  Ford.  After  his 
marriage  Edgar  Peirce  worked  for  a  year  or  more  on  a  farm,  and  then 
went  west,  where  he  secured  a  good  position,  but  he  was  unable  to 
withstand  the  climate,  and  so  retiirnetl  east.  He  taught  school  for  a 
few  terms  in  Iwith  Windsor  and  (  utninint^Mon.  and  then  set  up  a  saw- 
niiil  wiiich  he  operated  ft)r  two  years,  when  the  t,^reat  freslict  swept 
the  property  away.  He  then  engaged  for  work  in  the  store  of  H.  F. 
Shaw,  whom  he  soon  bought  out,  and  for  the  next  thirteen  years  he 
conducted  this  general  store,  and  at  the  same  time  held  about  all  the 
local  offices  that  one  individual  might  lawfully  hold  at  once.  He  was 
postmaster,  deputy  sheriff,  selectman,  assessor,  school  committeeman 
and  tax  collector.  In  iSSS  he  was  l)nrne<l  out,  atnl  in  iSS4>  he  remt>ved 
to  his  present  home  in  Dalton.  Since  his  coming  to  Dalton  he  ser\  ed 
as  tax  collector  for  fifteen  consecutive  years,  and  is  engaged  in  the 
insurance  and  real  estate  business,  besides  retaining  his  position  as  a 
deputy  sheriff,  with  offices  at  the  county  seat  at  Pittsfield,  Massachu- 
setts, in  which  capacity  he  has  served  for  more  than  twenty-five  years, 
and  he  is  also  ci>urt  oHicer.  The  following  n.anied  children  ha\e  l)een 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  I'eirce:  Kenhen  Childs,  horn  .\pril  20,  1873; 
married  Jennie  O.  Tyler;  they  have  two  children,  Clayton  D.  and  Ruth 
E.  Reuben  Giilds  is  employed  by  Mr.  W.  Murray  Crane  in  the  capac- 
ity of  confidential  clerk,  and  makes  his  home  in  Dalton.  Ethyl,  bom 
September  9,  187S,  married  John  H.  Bellows,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren. (  ireta  K.  and  Sara  l-!\  elyn.  Rdgar  H.  and  Mrs.  Peirce  are  mem- 
bers oi  the  Congregational  church,  in  which  they  lake  an  active  part. 
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In  politics  Mr.  Peirce  is  a  staunch  Republicaa  He  is  a  member  of 
the  following  societies:  Unity  Lodge  of  Masons,  at  Dalton,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  Knights  of  Pythias,  in  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts. 

JOHN  PARSONS  MACK. 

John  Parsons  Mack,  of  Dalton,  Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts, 
is  the  survivor  of  the  Mack  family,  whose  history  is  so  intricately 
woven  into  the  early  annals  of  the  towns  of  Partridgefield,  Hinsdale 
and  Middlefield.   He  is  a  descendant  of  Jostah  Mack,  who  came  from 

Sct  tlaiul  as  early  as  iUjt,,  and  settled  in  Lyme,  G mnecticut.  (osiah 
Mack  was  the  father  of  a  large  family — tliree  s^ns  and  seven  daugh- 
ters— ^and  therefore  the  family  connections  have  been  widely  scattered. 

David  Mack,  grandson  of  Josiah  Mack,  was  bom  in  Hebron,  Gm- 
necticut,  December  lo,  1750.  He  married  Mary  Talcott,  of  the  same 
town,  in  1774,  and  this  marriage  was  a  union  of  two  families,  one  of, 
Puritan  and  the  other  of  old  Pilgrim  stock.  They  were  the  parents 
of  thirteen  children,  all  of  whom  were  born  in  Middlefield.  Massachu- 
setts, with  the  exception  of  the  eldest  child,  who  was  boru  in  Hebron, 
Connecticut.  Their  children  were:  Mary,  born  in  1774;  Lois,  bom 
in  1776;  David,  Jr.,  bom  in  1778;  Mindwell,  bom  in  1779;  John  Tal- 
cott, bora  in  1781 ;  Elisha,  bom  in  1783;  Anna,  bom  in  1784;  Phod>e, 
bora  in  1786;  Zilpah.  bora  in  1788;  Lucy,  bora  in  1790;  Hannah,  bom 
in  I7'>i  :  .\l)it,'ail.  li'nn  in  I7<;.s;  l-;iura.  Inun  in  I7<)5. 

John  lalcotl  Mack,  lit'th  cliild  of  David  Mack,  was  T)orn  August 
23,  1781.  He  marrie<l  for  his  first  wife  Lydia  Randall,  who  bore  him 
the  following  named  children:  Betsey,  bora  in  1806,  died  at  the  age 
of  thirty  years.  Lucy,  lx>rn  in  1808.  became  the  wife  of  George  Foot, 
and  with  their  family  they  reside  in  Indiana.   William,  bora  in  1810, 
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married  Maria  Watkim.  and  they  reside  in  I^neslwro.  Massachusetts. 
John  T.,  born  in  iSij.  nianicd  Julia  Rtist.  Mary.  Ixirn  in  1S15.  Iti 
181H  John  Talcott  Mack  married  tor  his  second  wife  Tirzah  (  Inpiu, 
and  the  issue  of  this  union  was  the  following  tiamed  children:  Lydia, 
bom  in  1819,  became  the  wife  of  C.  T.  Lyman,  of  Washington. 
Dwight,  bom  in  1821:  Lyman,  bom  in  1S23,  mentioned  hereinafter. 
Catherine,  bom  in  1826.  became  the  wife  of  Moses  Dibble,  and  they 
resided  in  Syracuse.  Xcw  \t>rk.  Jauic-  \\'.,  born  in  iSj8.  who  mar- 
ried i.amira  O.  Lord;  he  was  killed  in  the  Ixittle  of  Honey  Hill,  in 
1864.  Jane  M..  bora  in  1830,  who  resides  in  Syracuse. 

Lyman  Mack,  second  son  of  John  Talcott  and  Tirzah  Mack,  bom 
in  1823,  was  married  in  1847  Maria  Parsons,  who  bore  him  two 
children:  John  Parsons,  mentioned  hereinafter;  and  Mary  E.,  bom  in 
1857.  who  became  the  wife  of  L.  L.  Sherman,  of  Hinsdale.  Massa- 
chusetts. Lyman  Mack  ])artici|)ated  a^  a  private  in  the  war  of  the  re- 
bellion, enlistini^  in  the  l'««ny  ninth  Reginienl,  Massachusetts  \'oIun- 
teers.  during  which  time  he  lost  a  leg  and  also  received  serious  injuries 
from  which  he  suffered  all  his  life. 

John  Parsons  Mack,  only  son  of  Lyman  and  Maria  Mack,  was 
bom  in  Hinsdale,  Massachusetts,  November  17.  1848.  He  received 
his  education  in  the  public  scIvkiIs  and  Ilins<lalc  .\cadem\.  and  during 
the  early  i>eriod  of  his  life  worked  on  his  father's  farm,  which  was  nnc 
of  the  liest  cultivated  and  most  protluctive  in  that  section  of  the  state. 
His  grandfather  conducted  the  hotel  which  was  located  on  Maple  street, 
Hinsdale,  on  the  old  Boston  and  Albany  tumpike.  John  P.  Mack  aban- 
donefl  the  occupation  of  farming  in  order  to  devote  his  time  to  railroad- 
iiitr.  and  for  almost  eight  years  he  followed  that  line  of  work,  being- 
employed  in  the  Hinsilale  yards.  He  then  entered  the  nM  Brnad  tiiill. 
in  Hinsdale,  in  the  capacity  of  weaver,  but  after  continuing  this  occu- 
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pation  for  two  years  returned  to  the  old  homestead,  and  the  following 
three  or  four  years  he  conducted  the  farm  for  his  father.  In  1888  he 
was  employed  by  the  Weston  estate  in  Dalton,  Massachusetts,  and  since 
that  time  has  served  as  superintendent  of  their  extcnsixc  f)r<>pcrty.  He 
is  acli\  f.  (.iic!  ,t;ctio  and  |)ul)lif-si)irite<l.  and  every  uiTtliy  ci)ler|in>e  I'lnds 
in  liini  a  willing  supporter.  His  political  atVi!iati«>n.s  are  with  the  Re- 
publican party.  September  28,  1881,  Mr.  Mack  married  Hattie  Lil- 
lian Russell,  who  was  bom  in  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  October  21, 
1857,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  (Rowley)  Russell,  and  their  chil- 
dren arc:  Mabel  R..  born  September  7.  1882,  who  is  a  stenographer 
for  the  A.  A.  Mills  Co.  in  PittsfieUl.  llckn  R..  Ix^rn  September  3, 
18S4.  Jua  1..  Uirn  ()ct'>l(er  19,  188O.  John  Lyman,  horn  Xovenilier 
17,  1888.  The  Russell  family  was  among  the  first  settlers  in  Pittsheld, 
locating  there  from  Chesterfield,  Massachusetts,  and  they  were  thie 
descendants  of  William  Russell,  of  Cambridge,  Massachusetts.  The 
grandfather  of  Mrs.  Mack  conducted  the  hotel  at  the  comer  of  North 
and  West  streets.  Pittsfield,  known  as  the  Berkshire  Inn,  for  a  number 
of  years.  Her  father,  Jc»scpli  Russell,  was  born  in  Conway,  Massa- 
chusetts, in  1826. 

GEORGE  COSTON  MAYXARD. 

Probably  few  families  in  Berkshire  county  have  been  longer  rep- 
resentee! in  Massachusetts  than  that  of  which  Georg^e  Coston  Maynard, 
of  Dalt'Mi.  is  a  mciiiher.  'I  he  pro<reiiiti  ir  of  the  rare  in  America  was 
John  Mas  nartl,  who  wa>  born  m  l!!nj,dand  and  in  1638  emigrated  to  the 
colonies,  being  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  the  town  of  Sudbury,  Massa- 
chusetts. John  Maynard  (2).  eldest  son  of  John  Maynard  (i),  was 
bom  in  England  in  1630.  came  with  his  parents  to  America,  and  later 
in  life  settled  in  what  is  now  Marlboro,  Massachusetts.    In  1658  he 
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niarric<l  Mary  (i:itc<;  and  thcv  were  the  i)arcnts  of  eitiht  c-liililreri,  the 
eldest  (if  whom.  David  Maynard  (3J,  was  Ixini  in  1659.  and  li\c<l  in 
the  western  part  of  MarllH)ro,  now  called  Westboro.  Jonathan  May- 
nard (4),  sen  of  David  Maynard  (3),  was  bom  in  1717,  and  lived  in 
Westboro.  In  1740  he  married  Abigail  Allen,  and  in  n^rd  to  their 
children  we  know  that  they  had  three  sons.  The  eldest.  Jonathan,  bom 
in  March,  1741.  married  Dina  Powers  in  i/^^^  and  on  April  19,  1775. 
served  with  tlie  rank  >  'i  >er<;eant  in  the  company  of  "  emijattled  farm- 
ers "  who  "  tired  the  shot  lieard  round  the  world." 

Jonathan  Maynard  (5),  third  son  of  Jonathan  (4)  and  Abigail 
(Allen)  Maynard,  was  bom  May  14,  1746.  For  some  unexplained 
reason  he  was  given  the  same  name  as  his  elder  brother,  mentioned 
above.  He  married  Naima  Temple  and  the  following  children  were  the 
issue:  Aretlui-^a  anrl  Luther  (twins),  horn  in  1788:  Lucy.  Inirn  in 
1790;  San<krs.  11,  lx>rn  in  1792;  Solomon,  lx»rn  in  1793;  Fannie,  bom 
in  1796:  ^abra.  bom  in  1797;  William  T.,  mentioned  at  length  herein- 
after; Arnold,  bom  in  1799;  and  Sarah,  bom  in  1801. 

William  T.  Maynard  (6),  son  of  Jonathan  (5)  and  Naima  (Tem- 
ple) Ma>Tiard.  was  born  January  4.  1798.  and  was  a  very  enterprising 
an<l  prosjKTous  man.  owning:  nearly  the  whole  of  Day  Mount,  where 
he  carric"!  on  the  luinher  Imsiness.  and  at  the  same  time  maiuiji^ed  ;i 
farm,  lie  married.  December  4,  1822,  Ruby  (lallup.  who  was  l>om 
Jtme  6,  1804.  and  th^  were  the  parents  of  the  following  children: 
Lomira.  bom  February  19,  1825,  became  the  wife  of  James  Cook,  and 
after  his  death  married  Samuel  \V.  Cooper;  Lucinda,  bora  August  20, 
1826,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two:  William  Dexter,  mentioned  at 
le!ii;lh  hereinafter;  Solnnidn.  born  October  4,  l8_'(;,  a  resident  of  Tania 
City,  Iowa,  married  Mary  A.  iWownell  and  has  children:  John  W'.,  l»rn 
May  6,  1831,  married  Jane  L.  Tyler,  and  makes  his  home  in  Boise. 


Digitized  by  Google 


BERKSHIRE  COUNTY 


517 


Idrilio;  (Ifciige  \\'.,  Ixirn  Au^u-t  iS_^_>.  nianicd  Kini'.y  A.  Clow; 
Minerva  W'.,  Ix>rn  OcImIict  j(k  niarrit-d  in  1S33  Saiiuu'l  W.  Coop- 

er, by  whom  she  had  two  children,  Wiilard  M.  and  Carrie;  Alary  J., 
bom  September  3,  1836,  became  the  wife  of  Carlos  A.  Parker,  and  lives 
in  Vermont;  Wealthy  E.,  bom  March  27,  1838,  married  Isaac  N.  Cos- 
ton,  and  lives  in  Boise,  Idaho;  Morton,  bora  November  29,  tS$g;  Thank- 
ful M..  Iioni  Xovcniher  4.  1S42. 

Williatn  Dt-xier  Mayiiard  (j).  -on  ot  William  T.  ami  Ruby 
(Gallup)  Maynard.  was  born  Nuveniber  10,  1827,  on  Day  Mount, 
Dalton,  and  always  led  the  life  of  a  farmer.  In  May,  1853,  he  married 
Harriet  A.  Dickinson,  of  Amherst.  The  Dickinson  family  is  honor- 
ably distinguished  as  one  of  the  most  devoted  to  the  cause  of  inde- 
pendence (luring^  the  Revolutionary  war,  seven  brothers  of  the  name 
having  served  in  ihc  patriot  army.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maynard  were  the 
parents  of  the  following  children:  Cora  E.,  born  XovciiiIki  i  _>.  183^, 
married  Edwin  S.  Pomeroy  and  had  one  son,  Theodore  M.,  born  Au- 
gust I,  1882,  who  lives  in  Dalton;  William  Dwight,  bom  October  15, 
1858,  is  unmarried  and  lives  on  the  homestead  in  Dalton;  Hattie  L., 
bom  October  9,  1861,  became  the  wife  of  Frank  Groesbeck.  has  three 
chililrt-n  and  resides  in  Daltnn:  (k-oro-c  L'oston,  nictiti< >nt'd  at  k'U).;th  here- 
inafter; Giarlcs  M..  Ijorn  Aiii^ust  _>(».  i,sr»8.  died  at  the  atje  of  nine  years. 

George  Coston  Maynard  (8),  son  of  William  Dexier  (7)  and 
Harriet  A.  (Dickinson)  Maynard,  was  bom  Febmary  6,  1865,  and 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town.  He  then  entered 
the  old  Berkshire  jjaper  mill,  where  he  worked  for  nearly  ten  years. 
He  is  now  <  \  erscer  of  tlic  racT  department  in  the  Crane  &  Comjiany 
Pioneer  Mill.  He  is  a  meml)er  of  tlie  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work- 
men, and  in  politics  afhliates  with  the  Republicans.  He  and  his  wife 
attend  the  Congregational  church,  where  Mir.  Maynard  has  been  choris- 
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ter  lor  more  than  twenty  years,  liaving  succeeded  his  father,  who  held 
the  position  for  tliirteen  years.  Mr.  Maynard  married.  October  19, 
1886,  Etta  E.»  daughter  of  Henry  and  Gara  (Lawrence)  Richards,  of 
Dalton.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maynard  have  two  children,  both  of  whom  are 
attending"  school:  Harold,  bom  October  21,  1888;  and  Margaret,  bom 
December  8,  1899. 

LYMAN  MOORE  GOODNOW. 

Lyman  M.  Goodnow,  of  Dalton,  Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts, 
while  not  a  member  of  one  of  the  old  families  in  this  town,  is  one  of 
the  oldest  residents.   He  is  a  descendant  of  an  English  ancestry.  His 

grandfather  Goodnow  was  a  Re\  ulutionary  soKHer  and  participated  in 
the  early  French  and  Indian  wars  of  his  tinie,  when  tliis  Ix^'der  country 
was  subject  to  marauding  expeditions  by  its  treaclierous  neighbors. 

David  S.  Goodnow,  father  of  Lyman  M.  Goodnow,  was  bora  in 
Colerain,  Franklin  county,  Massachusetts,  on  Independence  Day.  He 
was  married  twice.  His  first  wife  bore  him  one  daughter,  Anna,  and  his 
second  wife,  Mittie  (Taft)  Goodnow,  of  Woodstock,  Vermont,  bore 
liim  four  cliihhen,  as  fnllows:  Ira  INitchen,  ln>rn  in  l8c)S,  who  re- 
moved to  Xew  York  city,  where  he  married  an  English  lady,  and  the 
remainder  oi  his  life  was  spent  in  the  cities  of  London  and  New  York; 
he  left  no  family.  Lucia,  bora  in  181 1,  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Hunt- 
ley, and  they  were  the  parents  of  a  number  of  children;  they  made 
their  home  in  Sudbury,  Vermont.  Mary,  bom  in  1814,  became  the 
wife  of  \\  iUiatn  Kingsley,  and  they  resided  in  Canada.  Lyman  Moore, 
mentioned  hereinafter. 

Lyman  M.  (joodnow  was  born  September  7,  1825,  his  parents  at 
that  time  being  residents  of  Rochester,  Vermont   He  attended  the  dis- 
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trict  schools  of  that  town,  and  worked  on  a  farm  durincr  the  early  years 
of  his  life.  He  did  not  follow  tlie  trade  of  his  father,  that  of  painter, 
but  devoted  the  first  few  years  of  his  active  career  to  the  tilling  of  the 
soil.   The  following  t\\  <>  >  t  ;irs  he  worked  in  a  hotel  at  Sharon,  Ver- 

ni'iiit.  ;it(n"  wliii'li  he  rctunu'd  tn  his  did  hmnc  and  cn,u;^am.'<l  in  hiin- 
bering  and  larnniij^.  Jle  became  an  expert  driver  ot  lumljcr  teams,  and 
was  employed  at  that  occui)ation  for  some  time  in  Ticonderoga,  New 
York,  where  a  number  of  years  previous  his  grandparents  were  engaged 
in  figliting  for  our  independence.  During  his  residence  here  he  was  a 
companion  of  Freeman  Seag:er,  who  later  settled  in  Stephentown,  New 
York,  and  they  startc*!  in  in  Cmwn  J'uint  for  Lowell,  ^^nss:lcln1setts. 
in  search  i^f  work,  stojjping  at  Pittstieid,  and  shortly  altcrward  they 
secured  work  in  Lanesboro,  where  a  year  was  spent  without  much 
financial  profit.  In  the  spring  of  1849  Goodnow  secured  employ- 
ment in  Dalton.  Massachusetts,  and  from  that  year  until  his  retire- 
ment from  active  pursuits,  in  1893.  ^^"''i  exception  of  eiijhteen 
nionilis  when  he  worked  at  Newburgh,  New  ^'ork.  tor  the  I  arson  Com- 
pany, he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Crane  family.  During  the  greater 
part  of  those  forty-four  years  he  handled  the  freight  and  attended  to 
the  forwarding  for  the  mills  of  the  Crane  Company,  and  being  a  man 
of  reliability  and  steadfastness,  al\va  \  s  punctual  as  to  time,  his  services 
were  tuliy  appreciated  by  his  employers,  who  placed  the  utmost  conti- 
dence  in  him.  His  political  athliations  have  always  been  with  the  Re- 
publican party.  May  4,  1852,  Mr.  GocxJnow  married  Lucy  C.  Bristol, 
of  Canaan,  New  York,  who  died  from  cancer,  March  25,  1891.  On 
June  13,  i8r)2,  he  was  united  in  marriai^e  to  Emma  J.  Powers,  of  AusOiqitized  by  Google 
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Congregational  church  of  Dalton.  in  which  he  served  as  deacon  for  ten 

years  and  as  superintendent  of  Salihnth  scliool  for  n  immljer  of  years, 
and  is  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  cause  of  temperance. 


DANIEL  WEBSTER  TYLER. 

Among  ^ose  good  citizens  of  Berkshire  county  whose  names  be- 
long to  the  past  must  be  numbered  Daniel  W  ebster  Tyler,  for  many 
years  ri  resixcted  resident  nf  Dalton.  Mr.  Tyler  was  descended  from 
English  ancestors  who  settled  at  an  early  period  where  the  city  of 
Worcester  now  stands. 

Moody  Tyler,  father  of  Daniel  Webster  Tyler»  was  bom  in  Wor- 
cester, where  he  made  his  home  during  the  greater  portion  of  his  life. 
His  occupation  was  that  of  a  papermaker.  a  trade  which  had  been 
hereditary  in  bis  family  from  tbe  time  of  tbeir  eniitjration.  and  in  tbe 
practice  of  which  he  was  frequently  olilicjed  to  visit  otber  places.  .At>out 
seventy  years  ago  he  took  up  his  abode  in  Dalton.  He  married  Betsey 
Barker,  of  Syracuse.  New  York,  and  among  the  eleven  children  bom  to 
them  was  a  son,  Daniel  Webster,  mentioned  at  length  hereinafter.  In 
Dalton  the  family  found  employment  in  the  pn\ycT  mills.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Tyler,  tbe  parents,  were  res|jected  by  all  who  knew  them  for  their  good 
and  useful  lives. 

Daniel  W  ebster  Tyler,  son  of  M  kuK-  and  Betsey  (Barker)  Tyler, 
was  bom  in  1S34,  in  Leominster,  Massachusetts,  and  on  reaching  man- 
hood engaged  in  the  hereditary  business  of  his  family.  When  at  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  all  loyal  citizens  were  called  to  take  up  arms 
in  defense  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Tyler  responded  to  the  appeal.  He  en- 
listed in  Coinpauy  0.  'i'cntli  Ket^inieut.  Massachusetts  \'<'luntccrs.  but 
the  hardsbips  incident  to  the  life  of  a  soldier  soon  undermined  his 
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health  and  forced  him  to  pive  up  campaiRning-.  His  patrtottc  zeal.-  how- 
ever, was  undimlnislicrl.  and  nithouirh  laifl  asifle  fmm  active  dutv  lie 
continiierl  for  s<>itie  months  in  the  rccruitincf  service.  Tie  attomled  tlie 
Congregational  church.  Mn  Tyler  married,  in  May,  1859.  Emily  F.. 
dauj^ter  of  James  and  Fideh'a  (Brown)  Bilh'ngs.  and  they  were  the 
parents  of  three  daughters,  the  eldest  of  whom.  Alice  L.,  was  bom 
March  i,  i860,  hot  died  at  the  early  age  of  five  years.  Their  second 
child,  (trace  M..  who  was  bom  Tantiarv  31.  iSf^.  h  the  wife  of  Oh'ver 
L.  Flanshurfj.  of  Dalton.  The  \-onngfest  daug^hter.  Jennie  D  .  wa"?  horn 
November  2.  iR^S.  and  is  the  wife  of  Rcnhen  C.  son  of  Edpar  H. 
Pierce,  who  holds  the  office  of  deputy  sheriff  of  Dalton.  Mr.  Pierce  is 
confidential  clerk  to  Senator  W.  M.  Crane,  of  Massachusetts.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Fierce  are  the  parents  of  two  children  and  make  tiieir  home  with 
Mrs.  Tyler,  who  is  now  a  widow,  the  death  of  Mr.  Tyler  having  de- 
pri\cd  his  family  and  the  comninnitv  of  an  affectionate  husband  and 
father,  a  kind  neighljor  and  an  upright  citizen. 


BENJAMIN  FRANKUN  NEWELL. 

Benjamin  Franklin  Newell,  of  Dalton.  Massachusetts,  was  one  of 
those  settlers  fftiind   in  e^'ery  mountainous  district  who  dewted 

years  nf  his  time  in  trampiiijn:  the  hills  in  '^carrh  of  the  '^jxirt  which  he 
enjovc'i.  it  i-^  «nfe  to  ■^av  that  no  more  trustvvortliv  'jaiide  ever  lived 
in  the  Berkshire  hills  than  he.  He  was  bom  in  York,  York  county, 
Maine,  and  was  one  of  ten  children  in  the  family  of  Daniel  and  Abigail 
(Johnson)  Newell,  he  being  the  last  survivor.  His  father  was  a 
descendant  of  Scotch  and  his  mother  of  French  stock.  Daniel  Newell 
( father")  was  born  on  the  Tslc  of  Jersey,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
but  during  the  winter  months  devoted  some  of  his  time  to  .shoemaking. 
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Benjamin  F.  Newell,  when  a  very  young  man,  detei mined  to  see 
something  ot  this  great  country  he  lived  m,  and  accordingly  started  out 
from  home,  his  principle  asset  being  the  fact  that  he  could  make  shoes, 
which  he  accordingly  did  in  several  tovms  and  cities  in  the  eastern  part 
of  Massachusetts,    in  the  panic  period  of  when  there  was  no 

shoeimking  to  be  done,  he  came  by  stage  from  Sprmgfield  to  Pittsfield, 
and  the  interesting  stories  of  that  trip  and  the  subsequent  ones  he 
made  overland  between  the  two  places  certainly  mark  him  as  a  true 
guide.  From  1840  to  '44  he  spent  in  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  shoe- 
making  for  Oliver  Brown.  In  the  latter  named  year  he  came  to  Dal- 
ton,  same  state,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He  is  ven*-  proud 
of  the  fact  that  he  went  up  fn-)tn  Pittsfield  to  the  Summit  on  the  first 
train  on  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  in  T(S40.  In  the  same  year  he 
went  to  Boston  to  attend  the  dedication  of  the  Bunker  Hill  monoment, 
and  was  one  of  the  cheerers  for  old  Tippecanoe  and  Tyler  too.  Since 
the  year  he  first  took  up  his  residence  in  Dalton.  1844,  Mr.  Newell  re- 
sided in  the  '^nmc  hnr.sc.  anrl  his  time  ami  attention  was  dividc<l  l)cl\vecn 
cobbling  and  the  raisinijf  (\''  birds  and  bcc-^  Tie  rK\(  ted  many  years 
to  the  stu<ly  of  the  Bible,  but  the  God  he  believed  in  chiefly  was  the  Goil 
of  nature.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat  of  the  .\ndrew  Jackson  type. 
Mr.  Newell  wa^  married  twice.  His  first  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Mariiarct  Larabee.  of  Dalton.  whom  he  married  in  1S44.  bore  him 
three  children;  William  F.,  in  1845,  married  Deliorah  Tower,  daugh- 
ter of  Stephen  Tower;  George,  in  1846.  who  when  only  fifteen  years 
and  four  months  old  enlisted  his  services  in  the  Civil  war,  went  with 
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Stephen  Tower,  bore  him  one  daughter,  Nellie,  now  the  wife  of  Will« 
iam  Braguc,  a  resident  of  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts.    Mr.  Newell  died 

November  7,  iyo4,  at  the  age  oi  eighty-six  years  and  ten  months. 


THOM.AS  FRISSELL  BARKER. 

Thomas  F.  Baricer,  a  native  and  resident  of  Hinsdale,  Berk^ire 
county,  Massachusetts,  is  a  son  of  Asahel  and  Sermeramis  (Frissell) 
Barker,  and  grandson  of  Thomas  Fuller  and  Elizabeth  (Fuller)  Barker. 
Thomas  F.  Barker  (grandfather)  removed  from  Stafford,  Connecticut, 

about  the  year  1823  and  first  settled  in  l'artridi;c-t"ii,'ld,  lU-rkshirc  cijnnty, 
Massachusetts,  near  what  i>  now  called  the  Peru  school  house.  The 
building  in  which  he  resided  is  still  standing  and  is  one  of  the  landmarks 
of  the  town  of  Peru.  The  town  of  Partridgefield  was  subsequently  di- 
vided and  the  towns  of  Peru  and  Hinsdale  were  created  out  of  its  limits, 
and  Thomas  F.  Barker  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  (Fuller)  Barker,  removed 
to  the  part  called  Hinsdale  durinj*-  the  year  1833,  and  .\\)r'\\  15,  1835, 
Airs,  iiarkcr  died.  His  death  oceuried  Jauuarv  _»_'.  1S5S.  aj^ed  eighty- 
three  years.  Their  children  were:  'numias  F..  iKtrn  1803,  died  ( )ctober 
25,  1892,  aged  eighty-nine  years;  Asahel,  bom  1806,  died  April  5, 
1893,  aged  eighty-seven  years;  Orlando,  who  died  March  3,  1876,  in 
Wellington,  Ohio;  and  Belinda,  unmarried,  who  died  July  14,  1842, 
aged  twenty-nine  years. 

Asahel  Barker  (father)  was  born  August  31,  1806,  and  was  united 
in  niarriai^c  May  i,  1833,  to  Sermeramis  IVis-ell,  dauuditcr  i.f  TlKimas 
and  Mannah  (Philip)  Frissell,  the  ti'rnier  named  havii),^  died  in  No- 
vember, 1835,  from  mjuries  received  from  a  horse,  and  the  latter  April 
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sick  with  *'  (lunih  ayuc  "  ami  having:  no  one  to  care  for  him.  hi<;  brother 
Hionias  1'.  I'.arkt-r  wi-nt  out  west  and  brought  bini  to  his  home  in  Hins- 
dale, where  he  rcinained  part  of  the  time  and  part  in  Northampton  Hos- 
fMtal  until  his  death,  which  occurred  July  16.  1901.  2.  Thomas  F..  men- 
tioned hereinafter.  Mrs.  Asahel  Barker  had  three  sisters  and  one  Inother 
who  were  named  after  celebrities  of  ancient  times,  and  they  were  among 
the  most  influential  ])e<  pie  in  the  community.  Her  sisters  were:  Oeo- 
patra,  who  becrnnc  the  wife  of  Zcnas  W'atkins.  and  they  residetl  in 
r*eru :  her  death  occurred  N'ox  t-inlicr  14.  ihv5i.  and  his  .\ovcml)cr  25. 
1873.  Monica,  who  died  July  i,  1875 ;  she  was  the  wife  of  Sylvester  S. 
Bo  wen,  who  celebrated  his  eighty-eightii  birthday  on  Sunday.  January 
17, 1904,  and  died  January  28,  1905.  Statira,  who  died  March  17.  1888: 
she  was  the  wife  of  William  S.  Bowen,  brother  of  Sylvester  S.  Bowen, 
who  diet!  Kebrnar)^  15,  1805.  The  brother.  Auj^^iistns  Caesar  Frissell, 
the  oidy  son  of  Thomas  and  Hannah  Frissell,  died  November  14,  1851, 
aged  forty-five  years. 

Thomas  F.  Barker  was  bom  October  1 1,  1838.  His  educatkm  was 
obtained  by  walking  three  miles  for  five  consecutive  winters  through  un- 
broken roads  to  the  Hinsdale  Academy,  but  for  lack  of  means  his  course 
of  shidv  was  limited.  He  then  taupht  school  for  several  winters,  in 
which  vocation  he  was  \cr\  successful,  and  durinij  this  time  "Kiarded 
round."  Karlv  in  life  he  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter,  and  this  line  of 
industry  he  followed  at  intervals.  He  had  early  inspirations  and  ambi- 
tions to  leave  the  farm  life,  which  his  parents  had  long  followed,  ana  he 
looked  forward  to  railroading,  but  circumstances — the  providing  of  a 
home  for  a  Wind  father  and  an  insane  brother — ^held  him  to  the  farm 
which  his  father  was  etideavorinjj;  to  clear  an<l  he  ni.iutullv  stuck  to  what 
.seemed  rlnty.  i'he  farm  was  in  Hins<lale  on  the  Peru  line,  and  when 
he  disposed  of  this  property  in  1888.  he  built  a  pleasant  home  on  Main 
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street,  Hins<lalc.  where  "he  now  resides.  Mr.  Barker  is  an  active  mem- 
ber <)t  tho  ("i)iijirct;ati.  iiial  cluircli,  anrl  fur  more  tliaii  fcirty  years  lias 
Ix-cn  a  member  of  the  choir  connected  witli  that  body.  He  is  a  staunch 
Republican,  a  party  worker  in  his  town,  has  served  in  several  official 
capacities,  and  is  at  present  a  member  of  the  school  committee  and  parish 
assessors.  He  is  a  strong  advocate  of  temperance.  He  devotes  a  por- 
tion of  each  year  to  t..iveling'.  and  has  attended  the  Centennial,  World's 
Fair  at  Cliion^o.  tlie  I'an  .\nicrican  at  Buffalo,  and  alscj  visite<l  the  St. 
Louis  c\\n  i>]\  \<  in. 

Mr.  Barker  was  married  "Mnv  7.  iSf)^.  to  Amiarilla  I'clton.  of  Peru, 
a  representative  of  one  of  the  best  families  of  that  village.  The  cere- 
mony was  performed  at  Hinsdale,  Massachusetts,  by  Kingsley  Twining. 
The  following  named  children  were  the  issue  of  this  union :  Mary 
bom  August  22,  1864,  a  resident  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  a  gradu- 
ate of  Manchester.  New  nain])shirc.  hij^h  school,  and  slie  has  liecn  en- 
gaged in  tcacliinfj  sch<»i  1  -rcit-sfnlly  tor  a  niimlicr  <i!  terms  at  various 
places.  Homer  Stanton,  born  Decenil)er  12,  1866,  died  at  the  age  of 
four  years  on  December  14.  1870.  Laura  Sermeramis,  bom  November 
27,  1871,  became  the  wife  of  Ernest  Spring,  and  they  reside  on  Park 
street,  West  Springfield.  Mabel  Agnes,  bom  August  19,  1877,  died 
April  6,  1878.  Helen  I»«isa.  bom  April  2.  1882,  graduated  from 
Cliilds  Colleiie  in  S|)rin,<;tiili!.  and  has  since  been  cinijltiycd  in  that  city 
at  Xo.  21  Harmon  avenue.  Tlie  mother  of  these  children  died  April  9. 
1896,  in  Hinsdale,  Massachusetts,  and  on  August  10,  1899,  Mr.  Barker 
married  Mary  Collins,  of  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  who  was  a  native 
of  St.  Albans,  Vermont.  Xo  children  were  bom  of  this  union.  It  is  a 
fact  worthy  of  mention  that  each  of  Mr.  Barker's  wives  was  one  of 
twins,  r.otli  were  e>timal)Ie  women,  and  the  seccjud  wife  acted  the  part 
of  mother  to  the  children  born  of  his  tirst  marriage. 
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JOHN  VVALDROX  I  LANSBURGH. 

John  Waldron  Flansburgh.  who  is  living  a  retired  life  in  Datton, 
was  bom  at  Coxsackic,  Greene  coiint>*.  New  York,  Aitj^itst  30.  1840. 

He  was  a  direct  descendant  <>f  "nc  <•!  thrci-  I  r  ihcrs  who  came  to  this 
country  fnim  Hollaiwl  in  the  ntiddle  ot  tlie  cijilitcenth  century.  One 
brother.  Jac<»l)  I'lansliurji^h,  became  a  resident  of  Greene  cotmty.  New 
York,  the  second  brother  located  in  Rensselaer,  New  York,  while  no 
record  is  obtainable  concerning  the  residence  of  the  third  brother. 
Among  the  children  of  Jacob  Ftansburgh  was  a  son,  Jacob  Flansburgh, 
Jr..  who  reared  eipht  children:  John,  Henry,  Jeremiah,  Hezekiah. 
Casper.  Katheriiie.  Mary  and  Tina. 

Casper  Manshur^h  was  liorn  XovenilK'r  4.  iSi().  and  was  married 
Novemljer  5,  li^^7.  to  Miriam  \\  al<hon,  a  representative  of  one  of  the 
old  and  respected  families  of  Hemlocks,  a  piirt  of  Coxsackie,  New  York. 
By  this  marriage  there  were  seven  children:  Ann  Eliza,  bom  January 
28,  1839k  died  at  the  age  of. eighteen  years;  John  W.  is  the  second  in 
order  of  birth;  Katherine,  bom  Aj)ril  to.  1842.  resides  in  New  Balti- 
more. New  ^'ork•:  IVter,  Inirn  September  20,  i»^4.v  i>  livinjj  in  Kinder- 
hook,  New  York,  and  has  a  family  of  three  sons;  Jacob.  lx)m  July  5, 
1845,  is  married  and  lives  in  Coxsackie,  New  York;  Louis,  bom  April 
25,  1847,  married  and  has  a  family;  Levi,  bora  June  5,  1849^ 
made  his  home  in  the  west  for  a  number  of  years.  Mrs.  FIansbui^h» 
the  mother  gf  John  W.  Flansburgh,  died  April  13.  1850,  and  on  Janu- 
ary 2S,  1852.  his  father  was  afjain  married,  his  second  union  beine^  with 
K.atherinc  Rose,  of  lacksi  ilie.  Xew  ^l'rk.  Tliey  ha<l  two  children: 
Deborah,  l>»rn  Decemlier  jj,  1854.  hves  in  Dalton;  and  Ohver.  bom 
August  13,  1857,  and  with  his  wife  and  two  daughters  resides  in  Dalton. 

John  Waldron  Flansburgh  was  reared  upon  the  home  farm,  where 
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he  remained  until  twenty  years  of  age.  when  with  a  compainon  he  made 

his  wav  to  Pittsfield.  Masfinchiisetts.  He  ha<l  acquired  his  education  in 
tlie  Cfimtivn  scliiw.U.  nml  nfter  leavincr  the  parental  roof  he  learned  the 
carpenter's  trade,  I  cgintung^  work  in  the  employ  of  Jacdh  Stewart,  a  con- 
tractor. After  three  years  devoted  to  the  Imilding  industry  he  took  a 
trip  to  the  west  (1865),  hut  remained  for  only  a  year.  On  his  return 
he  was  eni^ged  in  business  in  Lenox  and  afterward  in  Pittsfield,  where 
he  secured  a  liberal  patronage,  erecting  many  of  the  substantial  buildings 
of  that  city,  ^\^^en  his  health  failed  him,  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  his 
trade  and  he  then  purchased  a  farm  at  Mast  (  'latham.  Xew  York,  where 
he  resided  for  a  few  years  or  until  his  health  iiad  improved  sut'ticicntly 
to  enable  him  to  resume  contracting  and  building,  and  one  of  his  first 
contracts  was  for  the  construction  of  the  Greylock  mills  and  adjacent 
buildings  in  Rlackinton.  In  1882  he  came  to  Dalton,  where  he  purchased 
a  home,  and  for  a  number  of  years  he  performed  all  of  the  work  for 
the  Crane  family  at  Dalton,  building  the  Congregational  church,  the 
Dalton  shoe  shop  and  the  l-nion  block.  In  1R80  he  retired  from  active 
Ini^iness  with  a  conifort.ihle  C'  in])ett  ncy  that  li.icl  l  een  acquire<l  through 
his  unfaltering  diligence  and  careful  management.  He  now  owns  some 
good  property  in  Dniton  and  to  some  extent  deals  in  real  estate.  His 
political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  Republican  party,  and  he  and  his 
family  attend  the  Congregational  church.  December  25,  1862,  Mr. 
Flansburgh  was  married  to  Miss  Julina  M.  Vandenburgh.  of  Pittsfield, 
Massachusetts,  representing-  one  of  the  old  and  respected  families  of 
the  county.  She  is  also  connected  with  the  <  lallup  family.  Her  mother. 
Mrs.  Marcia  (rialhip)  X'andciilnii  i^h.  Ixirn  i«Hjj,  now  makes  her  home 
with  Mrs.  Flansburgh,     lliree  children  were  bom  t<»  Air.  and  Mrs. 
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John  Hardeman,  and  they  ha\'e  three  children :  John  Willis,  Roy  Ken- 
neth, Donald  F.  Willis  Casper.  February  i6,  1869.  at  Lenox,  Massa- 
chusetts, niarrii'd  Grace  Groves  Heck,  and  tlic\  ha\f  two  daupfhtcrs. 
Marian  and  Clara.  Mal;cl  Jnlina,  Oct'  Ur  l'^7<^  liecanie  the  uiic  of 
John  A.  Dawson,  who  died  a  year  aiul  a  liall  later,  in  1898,  and  his 
widow  is  now  with  her  parents. 


C.  FREDERICK  SMITH. 

(.".  I'rcdi-rick  Snntli,  of  Atlaius.  wa<  Intrn  in  Silicncctady.  Xcw 
York,  and  when  a  child  came  tu  this  city,  pursuing  his  education  here 
in  the  public  schools,  although  at  an  early  age  he  entered  upon  his  busi- 
ness  career  and  has  since  been  dependent  entirely  upon  his  own  re- 
sources. When  but  twelve  years  of  age  he  worked  in  an  office  and  in  a 
general  store,  and  since  1891  he  has  been  representative  of  the  New 
York  Life  Insurance  Company  in  this  place.  \)vh\^  the  oldest  agent  in 
the  local  >cr\ ice  of  the  cotn[»;inv.  and  rankiii«;  witli  tlvisc  who  are 
classed  as  "Two  hundred  thousand  dollar  cluh  men."  lie  is  also  a 
trustee  of  the  South  Adams  Savings  Bank  of  Adams.  Mr.  Smith  is 
interested  in  various  community  affairs  that  have  had  for  their  object 
the  welfare  and  promotion  of  his  adopted  city.  He  is  a  Mason,  hav- 
ing attained  Knight  Templar  s  degree  in  St  Paul's  Conimandery  at 
North  Adams.  He  belongs  to  the  Berkshire  Lodge  of  Adams  and  is 
likewise  a  tneml)er  of  the  Mas<jnic  (  luh  of  Adams  and  the  Berkshire 
Club  ot  North  .Kdams.  He  holds  membership  m  St.  Mark  s  Kpiscopal 
cburdi  of  Adams.  Mr.  Smith  lias  two  sons:  Jim  R.,  who  is  a  me- 
chanical engineer  in  New  York  city ;  and  Karl  F.,  a  midshipman  at  the 
United  States  Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis,  Maryland. 
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